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ADVERTISEMENT, 

-1  H  E  frequent  perufal  of  the  following  Letters  written  to  me 
from  Portugal,  and  which  have  been  now  a  very  confiderable  time 
in  my  poiTellion,  has  naturally  engaged  thp  attention  of  my  leifure 
moments  in  a  move  particular  manner,  towards  the  prefcnt  State  and 
Government  of  that  country  ;  and  having  remarked  how  miferably 
thefe  have  been,  and  ftill  continue  to  be  mifreprefented  daily  in  our 
public  papers,  even  to  the  names  of  perfons  and  places,  mangled  and 
miftated:  and  having,  moreover,  had  many  opportunities  of  difcourf- 
ing  on  the  fame  fubjefl  with  my  brother  after  his  return  from  Portu- 
gal, and  before  he  went  to  refide  in  Ireland,  and  ftill  more  particu- 
larly with  that  fenfible  and  well-informed  OfBccr  Colonel  Priolet,  now 
living  at  fome  miles  diftant  from  this  city,  upon  an  eafy  and  philofo- 
phical  competency  :  I  have  conGdered  the  publication  of  thefe  Let- 
ters as  a  duty  I  owe  to  that  public  of  which  I  have  the  happincfs  to 
be  an  humble  member,  as  well  to  undeceive  tlicrn,  in  regard  to  thofe 
articles,  puffs  and  paragraphs  daily  handed  about,  as  coming  from, 
or  concerning  Portugal,  as  to  prefent  them  with  a  new  and  authentic 
body  of  information,  concerning  the  Government  and  prefent  fitua- 
tion  of  that  country. 

Having  literally  followed  my  brpther's  direftions,  as  cotnmunlcated 
to  me  in  his  twentieth  Letter,  of  the  following  publication,  I  here  re- 
queft  it  may  be  confidered  as  containiiTg  ,piy  true  reafons  for  laying 
his  Letters  before  the  public,  and  alio  as  a  prefatory  introduftion  to 
them;  and  I  have  been  fo  fcrupulous  in  preferving  every  thing  effen- 
tial  which  he  wrote  to  me,  that  I  have  not  ventured  to  fupprefs  even 
what  he  fays  concerning  the  Reviewers,  at  whom  he  glances  in  the 
abovementioned  Letter.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  both  heard  and 
read  repeated  complaints,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  well  founded, 
of  the  illiberal  behaviour  of  the  Reviewers,  and  of  their  irritable, 
cynical  difpofition :  If  fuch  it  be  in  reality,  I  fmcerely  pray  God  to 
forgive  therri,  to  infpire  them  with  the  true  fpirjt  of  meeknefs  towards 
all  poor  Authors  really  within  the  reach  of  their  lafli,  and  that 
they  may  be  more  charitably  difpofed  towards  all  men  in  general, 
imitating  the  liberal  and  lenient  difpofition  ever  remarkable  in  a  can- 
did and  impartial  public,  towaids  all  thofe  who  fhew  themfelves 
fmcerely  difpofed  to  contribute  either  to  their  inftiuftion  or  enter- 
tainment. 

London, 

1787.  f;HARLES  A.  COSTIGAN. 
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LETTER.    I. 

Cadiz,  lyyS. 

Dear  BrdtheRj 

AM  thus  far  advanced  on  my  road  to 
join  you,  in  confequence  of  your  generous 
and  friendly  propofal,  and  I  hope  the  plan 
you  have  laid  Out  will  fucceed  according 
to  our  mutual  wilhes.  I  am  delighted  to 
find  you  have  fuch  fanguine  hopes  of  fee- 
ing our  beautiful  ifland  foon  emancipated 
from  that  flavery  and  bondage  under  which 

Vol,  L  B  it 
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it  has  groaned  for  fo  many  ages.  Grant 
Heaven  they  may  be  equally  well  founded  ; 
but  I  confefs  I  dare  not  yet  venture  to  fup- 
pofe,  fo  readily  as  you  feem  to  do,  that  the 
Britifh  Cabinet  will  be  eafily  induced  to 
change  that  oppreflive  conduft  towards 
Ireland,  to  which  they  have  been  fo  uni- 
formly and  fo  long  accuftomed :  nor  does 
the  bad  fuccefs  of  their  endeavours  to  op- 
prefs  the  Americans  feem  yet  to  produce 
the  falutary  eifefts  in  their  Councils  it 
ought  to  have  done,  by  difpofing  them  to 
grant  to  others  an  equal  lliare  of  that  li- 
berty they  are  fo  jealous  of  preferving  for 
themfelves.  Their  haughty  carriage  to- 
wards other  nations,  that  fpirit  of  grafping 
every  where  at  trade,  and  monopolizing  in 
their  own  favour,  joined  to  the  late  info- 
lent  behaviour  to  their  Countrymen  beyond 
the  Atlantic,  has  alienated  and  cooled  the 
fentiments  of  m.ankind  in  their  favour ;  and 

while  the  intelligent  of  every  nation  are 

com- 
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compelled  to  approve  and  applaud  the 
equitable  and  noble  form  of  their  Govern- 
riient,  unexampled  either  in  antientor  mo- 
dern  times,  they  mud  at  the  fame  time  de- 
plore the  frailty  of  human  nature,  and  la- 
ment that  fo  fine  a  fyftern  is  threatened  with 
diffolution,  through  the  unprincipled,  cor- 
rupt and  venal  difpofition  of  the  far  greater 
part  of  its  members. 

I  found  more  difficulty  in  obtaining  my 
difmiffion  froiti  the  fervice  here  than  I  ex- 
peft ed ;  and  afterwards  difcovered  that  the 
greatefl  obllacles  that  had  been  thrown  in 
my  way,  proceeded  from  the  affeftion  of  my 
Brother  Officers  of  the  Regiment  to  which 
I  belonged,  who  were  unwilling  to  lofe  me : 
before  I  left  them,  I  took  an  opportunity 
ofteftifying  my  fenfe  of  the  partiality  with 
which  they  had  honoured  me.  "What  pity 
it  is,  th^t  the  fervices  of  fuch  a  brave  and 
gallant  number  of  our  Compatriots  (hould 
be  not  only  loft  to  their  country,  but  di- 

B  2  reded 
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refted  immediately  againfl  its  interell ;  for 
I  am  pofitive,  from  what  I  could  learn  at 
Madrid,  and  now  fee  going  on  at  this  place, 
that,  on  one  fide  at  lead,  a  Spanifii  war  is 
rdTolved  on,  and  cannot  be  far  diilant. 
With  regard  to  any  impediments  arifing 

,  from  religious  prejudices  on  the  part  of 
thofe  fine  fellows  I  have  jufi:  left,  I  am 
confcious  that  whatever  might  have  been 
the  cafe  in  former  times,  they  now  no  lon- 
ger exift  ;  and  they  talk  with  a  fpirit  of 
compaffionate  derifion  of  thofe  unhappy 
days,  when  fpeculative  opinions  had  the 
difmai  influence  of  raifing  feuds,  diforder 
and  fcandal  in  the  fociety  of  civil  life  ;  and^ 
were  it  not  attefied  by  a  thoufand  exam- 
ples of  the  moil  unexceptionable  authority, 
they  could  with  difficulty  credit  wdiat  is 
related  of  the  fatal  eflFefts  of  Protefi^ant  and 
Catholic  Creeds  upon  the  lives,  the  proper- 

.  ties  and  liberty  of  fuch  a  number  of  religi- 
ous vi6lims ;    but  what  deiidits  m.e   ftili 

more 
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more  is,  that  even  in  this  country,  they  are 
not  fmgular  in  adopting  this  happy  turn 
of  fentiment.  I  have  had  many  opportu- 
nities of  converfmg  with  numbers  of  Spa- 
nifh  Gentlemen  who  are  in  the  fame  per- 
fuafion,  which  feems  the  mod  to  pervade 
perfons  of  education  and  in  the  higher 
ranks  of  hfe.  Many  Officers  in  the  Spa- 
nifli  Guards,  and  of  high  mihtary  rank, 
are  perfeftly  fenfible  of  the  abufes  of  their 
prefent  GovernrnxCnt,  the  infolence  of  the 
Clergy  and  oppreffions  of  the  Church  ;  and 
confider,  with  indignation  and  rage,  the 
prefent  deplorable  ftate  of  their  own  politi- 
cal Councils,  fo  fervilely  fubjefted  to  the 
over-ruling  Cabinet  of  Verfailles  :  and  not- 
withilanding  the  late  demonftration  of  in- 
quifitorial  feverity,  fupported  by  the  Royal 
authority,  (which  I  may  have  occafion  to 
mention  on  fome  future  opportunity)  and 
that  they  know  it  would  ftill  be  dangerous 
to  publiili  their  fendments,  they  neverthe- 
B  3  lefs 
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lefs  entertain  the  moil  earnefi:  expedationSj 
of  feeing  their  country  emerge  from  that 
Hate  of  apathy  and  defoiation,  to  which 
oppreffion  at  home,  and  colonifatipn  abroad, 
have  reduced  it. 

But  to  return  to  our  particular  bufinefs— 
I  have  received  the  hberal  fupply  of  credit 
which  you  remitted  me,  and  I  accept  it  hte- 
rally  and  only  upon  the  terms  on  v/hich  you 
oiler  it ;  and  upon  thofe  alone  it  is  that  I 
liave  thro^'vm  myfelf,  as  you  fee,  entirely 
into  your  power,  from  a  thorough  convic- 
tion that  you  are  incapable  of  making  an 
im_proper  uk  of  it ;  I  have  at  your  requeit 
abandoned  a  creditable  Service  in  which  I 
have  reafon  to  believe  I  have  employed 
with  reputation  feme  of  the  beft  years  of 
my  hfe,  and  truR:  the  iil'ue  of  my  future 
fortune  upon  the  credit  of  your  good  faith 
and  veracity. 

But  as  there  is  nothinor  like  talking 
dearly  and  explicitly,  efpeciaily  between 

intimate 
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intimate  friends  where  the  difguifrng  of 
our  fentiments  in  the  Imalleft  degree  may 
be  particularly  dangerous,  I  muft  begin  by 
telling  you,  that  I  look  upon  myfelf  as  a 
perfeftly  free  Agent,  fubjeft  to  no  manner 
of  controui,  anfwerable  for  my  a6lions  on- 
ly to  God  and  my  confcience,  and  ac  = 
countable  to  no  man,  fo  long  as  I  afSl  in 
conformity  to  the  eftablifhed  laws  of  the 
Society  of  which  I  happen  to  be  a  miember ; 
I  do  not  therefore  expecl,  that  you  v/ili 
avail  yourfelf  of  the  cafual  advantage  of 
hdving  feen  the  light  a  few  years  before 
me,  to  claim  the  fmalleft  right  to  diftate 
to,  or  dire6l  me  in  any  circumftance  what- 
ever ;  let  the  pure  and  unbiaffed  diftates 
of  Reafon  be  our  only  guides  ;  to  which  if 
we  both  conflantly  adhere,  no  difference  in 
matters  of  opinion  will  ever  caufe  the  fmall- 
eft  in  our  mutual  friendihip  and  fraternal 
affeftion :  mine,  I  aflbre  you,  is  moft  hearty 
and  fmcere ;  nor  is  it  from  the  fmalleft  difr 
3  4  fidence 
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fidence  in  the  genuine  purity  of  your 's  that 
I  now  mention  the  above  circumllances ; 
en  the  contrary,  it  is  from  the  moft  earneft 
defire  of  preferving  it  entire  and  inviolate^ 
that  I  thought  it  my  duty,  at  liril  fetting 
out,  to  open  my  heart  to  you.  without  re- 
ferve,  and  to  requeft,  that,  if  your  Qwn 
behaviour  to  me  lliall  continue  to  be 
formed  and  regulated  on  principles  fimilar 
to  thofe  I  have  mentioned,  you  will  difown 
and  abandon  roe  whenever  you  Tnall  be 
convinced  that  I  have  departed  from  them« 
Upon  thefe  conditions  it  is  that  I  accept 
your  offer  moft  heartily  ;  for  it  is  noble,  af- 
feftionate^  and  dihnterefted ;  and  fuch  as  I 
ihould  with  alacrity  have  made  to  you  in 
an  exchange  of  circumftances  ;  befides, 
what  you  propofe  is  fo  peculiarly  adapted 
to  my  prefent  difpofition  and  turn  of  mind, 
that  I  cannot  help  congratulating  myfelf  in 
the  thought  of  poifefTmg  a  Brother,  equally 
able  and  v/illing  to  indulge  me  in  my  fa- 
vourite 
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yourite  defire  of  retiring  with  an  elegant 
competency,  to  a  life  of  felf-enjoyment  and 
contemplation  ;  not  that  I  am  by  any 
means  oiit  of  humour  with  mankind,  or 
diifatislied  with  their  behaviour  toward  fo 
fmall  an  individual  as  myfelf,  but  I  re- 
joice in  thinking  how  much  I  fliall  have  it 
in  my  power  to  mix  with  them  according 
to  my  inclination  only,  or  to  withdraw  in- 
to the  Province  of  Connaught  to  the  fweet 
old  Sabine  farm,  where  with  tranfport  I 
anticipate  the  fatisfaftion  of  flretching  un- 
der the  antient  Oaks  and  of  breathing^  our 
native  air,  upon  the  very  fpot  which  pro- 
duced fuch  a  long  line  of  our  Anceftors, 
^nd  which  kindly  received  them  again  in- 
to its  bofom,  after  fulfilling  and  hnifliing 
the  different  tafks  they  were  dellined  to 
perform. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  am  informed 
of  a  fmall  Veffel  L^oinsr  from  hence  to  the 
coail  of  Algarve  in  Portugal,  engaged  by 

an 
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an  Englifh  officer  from  Gibraltar,  who  has 
been  fo  civil  as  to  permit  mj  embaik- 
ing  along  with  him,  and  we  fail  almotl 
imipediately  ;  I  am  glad  of  the  opportuni- 
ty of  eurtajhng  fo  much  of  my  journey 
by  this  conveyances  for  I  am  already  too 
well  e^vperienced  In  the  nature  of  Spanifh 
Pofadas  ^''  ever  to  defire  availing  myfelf  of 
fiich  uncomfortable  Jodgings,  while  I  can 
avoid  it.  Adieu,  my  de^i"  friend,  you  (hall 
hear  from  me  very  foon  after  my  arrival 
in  Portugal ;  on  your  part,  I  beg  to  hear 
from  you,  on  receiving  this,  direfting  as 
before,  to  the  care  of  our  correfpondent  in 
Lifbon,  who  will  be  inftru6led  how  he  is  to 
remit  your  Letters  to  me, 

I  remain,  &c. 

"•*■■  A.Spanifii  country  Inn  of  the  -ivorft  fort,  where  you  ait 
allowed  only  the  ufe  oi'  an  empty  dirty  room,  and  you  mufi; 
iend  out  in:o  the  village  to  enquire  for  and  purchafe  breads 
wine,  cr  vvhateyer  elle  you  may  want,  or  can  get. 

.a_S      ill        J.   ■" 
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LETTER    11. 

Faro,  in  Portugal,   1778. 

Dear  Brother, 

/\  BRISK  Levant  wind  brought  us  here 
in  a  few  hours,  and  much  more  fpeedily  than 
I  expefted,  in  an  open  boat,  being  one  of 
many  which  are  employed  upon  the  coaft 
in  filhing  for  pilchards  and  oyfters,  as  occa- 
fions  offer,  and  carrying  them  to  the  Cadiz 
market. 

I  met  with  the  mod  cordial  reception 
from  the  Engliih  Officer,  whofe  name  I 
find  to  be  Lord  Freeman,  of  a  moft  refpec- 
table  family  ;  he  is  v/ell  attended  by  do- 
meilics  and  a  French  valet  de  chambre, 
who  ha  accompanied  him  in  former  pere- 
grinations,  and  appears  to  be  a  fenhble 

commu- 


^^  S  K  E  T  C  H  E  S     O  F 

commuRicative  fellow.  He  informs  me, 
that  he  fufpects  the  motive  of  his  mailer's 

preleKt  journey  is  a  miilrefs,  otherwife  he 
finds  it  difficult  to  account  for  his  travel- 
ling in  a  country  fo  little  deferving  of  notice 
.as  Portugal,  and  yet  from  what  his  Lord- 
fhip  fays  himfelfj  I  am  inclined  to  think  cu- 
riohty  alone  has  incited  him  to  take  tliis 
trip ;  though  I  have  already  obferved 
fomething  inconiirtent  iii  his  meafures  for 
w^hich  I  find  it  n,ot  eafy  to  account. ' 

Durin'T  our  paffage  from  Cadiz  to  this 
place,  we  had  much  converfation  concern- 
ing the'  prefent  (late  of  Spain,  the  politics 
and  dilpofition  of  the  Court  v/ith  regard  to 
America.  Lord  Freeman  does  not  feem  to 
apprehend  that  Spain  will  enter  into  the 
quarrel,  in  which  however  I  begged  leave  to 
differ  from  him  in  opinion.  His  firfi:  inten- 
tion was,  on  our  arrival  at  tins  place,  to 
fet  out  direftlv  for  Liibon  ;  but  the  Britifli 
Conful  here,  v;ho  has  entertained  us  with 

every 
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every  mark  of  hofpitality  and  attention, 
having  delivered  him  fome  letters  he  had  re- 
ceived for  him  from  Lifbon,  I  find  the 
perufal  of  them  has  made  him  change  his 
plan,  and  he  now  intends  to  vifit  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  kingdom.,  and  to  examine  the 
ftate  of  the  provinces  before  he  enters  the 
capital.  Having  thus  far  explained  to  me 
his  intentions,  he  moil  earneilly  intreated 
me  to  accompany  him,  and  being  by  your 
indulgence  unlimited  with  refpeci  to  time, 
I  could  not  reiift  the  inducement  held  out 
to  me  of  takinor  a  nearer  view  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  nation,  that  I  may  be  able  to  afcer- 
tain,  on  the  evidence  of  my  own  perfonal 
knowledge  and  obfervation,  whether  they 
really  are  the  daftardly  contemptible  peo- 
ple their  neighbours  the  Caftilians  repre- 
fent  them  to  be.  Pvly  acquaintance  with 
the  Spanifh  language  renders  that  of  this 
country  almoft  perfeftly  intelligible  to  me ; 
but  to  obviate  every  difficulty  in  that  re- 

fpe6r. 
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ipeft,  Lo'rd  Freeman  takes  a  young  Prieft 
in  company  v/ith  him,  who  is  a  perfeft 
mafter  both  of  Englifh  and  Portuguefe,  and 
was  ftrongly  recommended  tb  him  by  the 
Britifli  Conful  here,  as  a  Youth  of  great 
perfonal  knowledge  and  talents,  and  as  a 
charafter  which  always  procures  a  more 
favourable  reception  to  flrangers  travelling 
through  the  interior  parts  of  this  country. 

This  town  is  pleafantly  fituated,  with  a 
fine  variegated  country  about  it,  riling  gra- 
dually to  a  high  ridge  of  mountains  about 
tw^o  leagues  diftance,  which  feparate  this 
from  the  neighbouring  province  of  Alen- 
tejo.  The  chief  trade  from  this  province 
confiits  in  figs  and  almonds,  fome  wincy 
oranges,  cork  and  fiiumack,  carried  on  ex- 
clufively  by  three  or  four  Englilh  houfes 
eftablilhed  here,  which  make  exorbitant 
gains,  confidering  the  reduced  rates  at  which 
they  purchafe  the  different  articles  from 
the  poor  peafants  of  the  country.     I  wifh 

to 
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to  fpeak  in  the  mofl  refpedful  terms  of  cC 
profeflion  in  which  you  have  been  fo  fortu- 
nate ;  but  I  have  reafon  to  beheve,  a  con- 
fcientious  trader  is  a  charafter  as  rare  as  it 
is  truly  valuable  and  deferving  of  refpeft. 
The  opportunities  which  offer  of  taking  ex- 
traordinary profits  are  fo  frequent  in  many 
branches  of  comm^erce,  efpecialiy  with  fo- 
reign nations,  fo  perfectly  fafe,  and  fome- 
times  even  honourable,  and  the  immediate 
profpeft  of  great  gain  fo  alluring,  that  it 
recjuires  a  philolbphical  fpirit  of  fleady  dif- 
intcreflednefs,  which  I  am  afraid  few  per- 
fons  lonc^  accuftomed  to  trade  will  be  found 
poffeffed  of,  to  refifi:  fuch  invitmg  tempta- 
tions. Under  the  notion  of  making  the  beff 
bargain  they  can,  they  imagine  they  are 
j  unified  in  every  fpecies  of  extortion,  which 
the  wants  of  the  poor,  and  by  far  the  great- 
er part  of  the  community  afford  them  oc- 
cafions  of  exercifmg :  thus  the  riches  of  a 
country,  which  ought  to  be  difperfed  a- 

rnong 
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mbng  the  multitude^  ceiitei-  iirijuflly  in  i. 
few  private  hands,  and  a  ftbp  is  put  to  that 
due  circulation  fo  indif|)enrible  to  the  health 
of  the  ftatCi  The  queftion  therefore  in  my 
humble  opinion  comes  to  this  fnort  and  de- 
cifive  iffue  :  Who  more  truly  deferves  the 
animadverlidn  of  the  law,  he  v/hd  fitting 
at  eafe  in  his  counting-houfe,  uncompel- 
led  by  any  manner  of  neceiTity,  by  means 
of  an  atrocious  bargain,  with  a  few  ftrokes 
of  his  pen  deprives  a  number  of  his 
needy  fellow  creatures  of  the  reafonable 
fruits  of  their  labour  ?  or  the  unfortunate 
Caitif,  who  with  a  Wife  and  ftarving  In- 
fants, perifhing  in  fome  lonely  corner,  and 
looking  up  to  him  for  bread,  fiops  you  on 
the  road,  and  perhaps  compels  you  to 
fupply  him  with  a  few  (hillings  for  his  pre- 
fent  urgent  necelTity  ?  and  yet,  O  deplor- 
able imperfeftion  of  human  nature  and  of 
human  laws  !  you  fnall  foon  fee  the  latter 
conveyed  in  difmal  proceffion  to  the  fatal 

tree. 
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tree,  while  the  privileged  plunderer  will 
hardly  beflow  a  look  from  his  palace,  much 
lefs  a  thought  upon  the  haplefs  Vitlim  of 
his  own  injuftice !  I  am  inadvertently  led 
into  thefe  reflexions,  by  what  I  have  al- 
ready, feen  of  the  extortions  of  the  Englifll 
merchants,  during  the  fliort  time  I  have 
been  here,  and  their  grofs  impofitions  upon 
the  poor  peafants  and  labourers  of  the 
ground,  while  the  unwortliy  and  famiflied 
magiflrates  and  officers  of  juftice,  whofe 
iirft  duty  it  is  to  prote6l  the  property  and 
perforis  of  thofe  whofe  labour  is  the  firft 
fupport  of  the  flate,  receive  a  Sop  from  the 
merchants,  and  fuffer  them  to  plunder  their  ^ 
countrymen  with  impunity. 

This  place  was  the  Offonoba  of  the  an- 
tients,  and  I  am  informed,  that  an  Englifli 
fleet  after  taking  Cadiz  from  Philip  IL  in 
1595-6,  landed  fome  troops  here,  who, 
after  plundering  and  burning  the  town, 
carried  off  the  Library  of  the  celebrated 

Vol.  I.  C  Jeronimo 
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Jeronimo  OzoriOj  Bifhop  of  Silves,  who 
was  perhaps  the  beft  clafiical  fcholar  this 
country  ever  produced,  v/itnefs  his  Hiflory 
of  the  Reign  of  their  great  King  Don  Em- 
manuel, in  Latin,  and  in  a  ftile  vfhich 
would  have  been  very  far  from  difcrediting 
a  prod«i6lion  of  the  Auguflan  Age.  After 
this,  the  fame  Englidi  fleet  went  to  Co- 
runna  and  Ferroi,  with  an  intention  of 
burning  the  King's  fhips  had  they  found 
any  there. 

We  (hall  fet  out  from  hence  to-mon"ow 
for  the  Guadiana,  where  v/e  propofe  taking 
water,  for  fome  leagues  up  to  the  frontiers 
of  the  Alentejo,  and  a  Mr.  Bagot,  a  coun- 
tryman of  our  own.  Colonel  of  a  Portu- 
guefe  regim.ent  quartered  here,  infifts  upon 
accompanying  us  as  far  as  Caftro  Marino 
I  fhall  take  care  to  inform  you  of  our  mo- 
tions and  adventures  as  you  dehre. 

I  fiiall  conclude  this  with  fome  reflexions 
on  your  lafl:  epillle,  which  have  occurred  ta 

me 
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hic  fin'ce  my  perufmg  it  with  more  atten- 
tion. 

Peace  be  to  the  manes  of  our  aged  and 
well-meaning  father,  who,  as  you  write  me, 
died  iri  all  the  prejudices  of  education,  Con- 
firmed by  the  uniformity  of  a  long  ruftic 
life  upon  the  fame  fnot.  Rut  I  imagined 
the  cuvlom  in  our  country  of  the  lineal  de- 
fcendants,  bequeathing  at  their  death  to 
their  childi^en  large  efiates,  which  have 
long  fiiice  paiTed  into  the  hands  of  ftran- 
gerSj  was  now  exploded  and  become  obfo- 
lete  ;  at  any  rate,  the  difpofition  of  the 
old  man  in  my  favour,  however  friendly, 
would  haVe  been  but  of  little  avail,  had  it 
not  been  feconded  by  the  favourable  op- 
portunity v/hich  offered  of  re-purchahng 
v/ith  your  money  the  old  Sabine  farm,  to 
the  poffefrion  of  which  I  now  look  forward 
with  fo  much  fatisfaftion.  But,  I  think 
I  obferve  a  fort  of  ambiguity  in  the  ac- 
count vou  £[ive  me  of  that  tranfaftion, 
C  2  which 
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which  I  apprehend  proceeds  from  a  fenfe  of 
delicacy  in  you  towards  thofe  prejudices  in 
which  we  were  educated,  and  which  you 
imagine  have  flill  kept  hold  of  me,  by  hav- 
ing lived  fo  long  in  a  country  where  the 
eftablifned  and  only  religion  is  that  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  ;  for  what  elfe  can  you 
mean,  when  you  tell  me  that  having  alter- 
ed your  opinions  in  many  effential  points 
concerning  the  religion  in  which  we  vrere 
brought  up,  you  had  been  obliged  to  read 
your  recantation  before  you  were  permitted 
by  the  laws  of  Ireland  to  re-purchafe  the 
manfidn  of  our  AnceRors  for  me  ?  I  mud 
therefore  obferve  to  you,  my  dear  Brother, 
for  your  information,  that  my  opinions 
both  concerning  men  and  things  areexceed- 
ingly  changed  fmce  we  parted,  a  circum- 
ilance  by  no  means  furprifmg,  confidering 
my  youth  and  inexperience  at  the  time, 
and  the  number  of  years  elapfed  hnce  that 
period.     Let  me  afk  you  then,  what  would 

be 
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be  your  furprife,  if  I  affured  you  mine 
confifls  in  beholding  that  notwithftanding 
all  the  hurry  of  fo  a6live  a  life,  in  the 
midft  of  the  numberlefs  avocations  which 
have  occupied  all  your  time  fince  you  en- 
gaged in  buhnefs  in  London,  you  have 
had  the  penetration  and  difcernment  to  find 
out  the  errors  of  our  education,  and  of  the 
principles  iniliilled  by  it,  together  with  the 
refolution  to  renounce  and  lay  them  afide  ? 
for  in  general,  the  lives  of  the  Catholics 
both  in  England  and  Ireland,  are  fo  moral, 
regular  and  exemplary,  and  the  groffnefs 
and  abfurdity  of  their  tenets  are  there  dif- 
guifed  with  fuch  infinuating  addrefs,  and 
their  repugnance  to  Reafon  and  the  Scrip- 
ture is  sfilded  over  with  fuch  foothincr  and 
plaufible  arguments,  that  it  is  by  no  means 
furprifing  to  find,  according  to  experience, 
not  only  thofe  retained  in  that  perfuafion 
who  have  been  educated  in  it,  but  their 
numbers  daily  increafed  by  additional  pro- 
C  3  felytes 
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felytes  from  other  Sefts,  through  the  perfe- 
vering  labours  of  perfons  profeffedly  edu^ 
cated  in  the  practice  of  all  thofe  pious  im- 
pofitions  fo  perfeftly  well  calculated  to 
ep-trap  the  unwary  devotion^  and  to  in- 
tereft  the  weak  and  fuperilitious  hopes  ai:id 
fears  of  the  fuperficiai  part  of  mankind. 
To  difcern  therefore  the  truth  from  error^ 
where  they  both  appear  under  the  fame 
exterior  habit,  requires  ftronger  efforts  of 
ikill  and  refoiution  in  England  and  Ireland^^ 
than  are  neceffary  in  Spain  or  Portugal^ 
wdiere  the  infolence  and  abfurdity  of  the 
Romail  m.odes  of  wordrhp  flalk  abroad  in 
full  day  without  difguife,  fupported  by  the 
v/hole  authority  of  the  Civil  power,  and 
confecrated  by  the  blmd  and  unconfcious 
devotion  of  afenfelefs  populace,  habituated 
to  llavery  and  chains,  and  only  fubjeft  to 
the  cafual  criticifm  of  fome  flraggling  tra- 
veller, v/ho  is  reduced  to  the  unavailing 
fatisfaftion  of  clefpifmg  fuch  infwilts  on  the 

Deity, 
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Deity,  with  all  the  circumfpeQion  of  cau- 
tious filence. 

But  I  find  I  have  already  filled  up  my 
paper — perhaps  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  re- 
fume  the  fubje6l  in  future,  and  tell  you 
my  farther  fentiments  on  a  concern  of  fuch 
importance,  begging  to  know  how  nearly 
they  tally  with  your  own  ?  Mean  time,  I 
remain,  as  always,  &c.  &c. 


C  4  LET- 
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Mertola,  1778. 

Dear  Brother, 

DID  not  intend  to  trouble  you  with 
this  before  we  had  reached  the  city  of 
Beja,  formerly  one  of  the  principal  places 
in  this  province  ;  but  the  information  we 
have  collefted  from  two  of  our  country- 
men, in  our  journey  through  the  Algarve,  • 
has  furnifhed  me  with  materials  for  an 
epiflle  or  two  before  I  proceed  farther^ 
according  to  your  injunQipns,  which  I  ani 
perfeftly  well  difpofed  to  comply  with  ; 
and  I  think  it  is  particularly  fortunate 
that  we  met  with  thefe  two  oflBcers,  for 
ty  their  means  we  were  at  once  initiated 

intQ 
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into  the  knowledge  of  the  civil  and  miiir 
tary  government  of  this  country. 

The  communicative  difpofition  of  Hau- 
dricourt,  the  French  valet  de  chambre, 
has  alfo  enabled  me  to  tell  you  who  my 
companion  Lord  Freeman  is,  and  on  what 
bufinefs  he  comes  to  this  country — I  muft 
here  add,  that  I  find  him  of  the  mod  en- 
gaging and  affable  difpofition,  humane, 
unaffefted  and  fincere  ;  and  am  apprehen- 
five,  that  in  charafter  he  poffeffe's  the  man- 
ly and  commendablis  qualities  of  your  for- 
rjier  Englifh  Nobility,  much  rather  than 
the  frivolous  and  contemptible  charafte- 
riftics  by  which  the  diffipated  and  venal 
race  of  the  prefent  day  is  fo  remarkably 
4iftinguifhed.  Take  fome  accountof  Lc  d 
Freeman  as  follows. 

He  is  the  eldefl  (on  of  a  noble  family  in 
England,  and  heir  to  a  large  fortune,  and 
at  prefent  a  Captain  in  the  army,  his  regi- 
ment being  in  Gibraltar  :  and  in  an  excur- 

fion 
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fion  ke  had  made  the  year  before  to  Eng- 
land, to  vary  the  uniformity  of  a  Garrifon 
life,  had  accidentally  there  met  a  young 
Lady  at  a  Summer  Affembly  on  Blackheath 
pear  London,  whofe  manner,  appearance 
and  deportment  made  inilantly  that  fort  of. 
inexplicable  impreiTion,  which  is  to  be  felt 
pnly  once  in  life,  but  not  to  be  defined  by 
words  in  any  language  ;  for  though  then 
paft  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and 
well  acquainted  both  with  men  and  books, 
by  having  employed  a  veiT  confiderable 
lliare  of  his  time  in  travelling  andjludy,  in 
the  company  of  a  fenfible  friend,  yet  this 
was  the  firfi:  moment  he  had  fek  any  man- 
ner of  attachment  for  the  fex,  beyond  the 
tranfient  and  defultory  gufiis  of  paflipn  to 
which  ail  young  men  are  m.ore  or  lefs  lia- 
ble. He  even  danced  with  his  fair  one  that 
evening,  and  by  frequent  vifits  he  after- 
wards paid  her  in  London  during  his  (hort 
ftay  there,  his  regard  for,  and  attachment 

to 
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to  her  became  fo  much  the  more  increafej 
and  confirmed.  On  her  part,  the  young 
Lady,  though  exceedingly  prudent  and 
referved,  was  very  far  from  being  inrenfi- 
bie  of  the  many  valuable  qualifications  (he 
thought  (he  obferved  in  her  Lover.  Thus 
far,  fo  pure,  fo  genuine  and  difintereiled 
was  their  mutual  paffion,  and  their  con- 
yerfation  had  been  fo  totally  taken  up  in 
more  interefting  fubjefts,  that  neither  of 
them  had  fp  much  as  thought  of  enquiring 
who  each  other  was,  nay  not  even  their 
very  names. 

But  now  the  moment  approached  when 
they  mull  part,  mod;  probably  for  fome 
confiderable  time,  as  Lord  Freeman  had 
jufl  been  remanded  to  his  regiment,  with- 
out being  able,  after  repeated  applications 
at  the  War-office,  to  obtain  a  prolongation 
of  his  leave  of  abfence  :  they  endeavoured, 
however,  to  confole  each  other  by  now 
taking  information  of  their  refpe6tive  fa- 
milies. 
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milies,  circumftances,  and  {ituations  ;  and 
fettiing  a  method  of  cprrefpondencej  during 
an  abfence  which  they  hoped  would  not 
exceed  ii-x  or  eight  months  ;  for  the  young 
Lady  had  received  repeated  advices  from 
her  parents  abroad  that  they  were  to  fend 
for  her  within  that  time,  when  Lord  Free- 
man, by  obtaining  fome  months  lea\'e  for 
an  excurfion  from  his  gan'ilbn,  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  her  again,  and  of 
ultimately  fettling  all  the  means  of  render- 
ing them  both  completely  happy  in  the 
pOifeffion  of  each  other :  and  this  brings 
Die  to  give  you  fome  account  of  the  young 
Lady's  family. 

The  caprice  of  Fate  or  Fortune  is  in  no 
inftarjce  furely  more  vifible  than  in  the 
deftination  of  marriages,  and  in  the  flrange 
snd  whimfical  manner  after  which  the 
greatefL  number  of  them  is  adjufted  and 
concluded ;  and  though  the  multitude  of 
pur  fentimental,  novel  and  romance  writers, 

and 
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and  dealers  in  tender  tales  of  love,  afTure 
us  that  marriages  are  made  in  Heaven,  yet, 
certainly,  a  difpaffionate  obferver,  v/ho  be- 
holds the  general  ftate  of  human  affairs,  at 
leafl  on  our  part  of  the  globe,  through 
no  other  medium  than  the  pure  light  of 
Reafon,  would  be  ftrongly  tempted  to  con- 
clude, they  were  almoft  ail  of  them  con- 
duced and  agreed  upon  in  a  very  diiferent 
and  oppofite  quarter. 

Frances  Mary  Howard,  mother  of  the 
young  Lady  mentioned  above,  and  pretty 
nearly  related  to  a  very  noble  family  in 
England,  had  at  an  early  age  been  de~ 
prived  of  both  her  parents,  who,  while 
they  lived,  had  been  fcrupuloufly  careful  to 
have  their  daughter  educated  in  all  the 
dogmatical  tenets  of  the  Roman  faith,  ap- 
pointing for  her  tutors  and  guardians  at 
their  deceafe,  perfons  of  the  fame  perfua- 
fion,  with  a  fortune  of  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  at  her  own  difpofal,  as  foon  as  fire 
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came  of  age,  provided  fhe  married  a  Gen- 
tleman of  the  fame  religion,  and  only  one 
thoufand  pounds,  if  (lie  married  one  of 
any  other.  And  this  hngular  care  of  her 
parents  was  perfeclly  well  feconded  by  her 
own  natural  difpoiition  ;  for  wdien  flie  ar- 
rived at  the  ufe  of  reafon,  and  began  to 
look  about  her  in  London  and  many  parts 
which  fhe  vifited  of  the  adjacent  country, 
fne  v/as  extrem.ely  (hocked  to  find  her  fa- 
vourite religion  was  fo  farfrom  being  the 
eflablifhed  and  prevailing  religion  of  the 
land,  that  it  was  by  no  means  permitted  to 
difplay  itfelf  in  all  that  pomp  and  fplen- 
dour,  in  v/hich  it  appears  in  many  coun- 
tries abroad,  the  defcriptions  whereof  con- 
fi^antly  rung  in  her  ears  from  her  infancy 
by  her  various  a.ttendants,  who  had  been 
modly  educated  in  thofe  countries,  had 
quite  captivated  her  warm  imagination^ 
and  inflamed  it  with  the  moll  violent  de- 
fire  of  perfonally  beholding  fcenes,  which 

in 
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in  relation  only  appeared  to  her  fo  delight- 
ful and  tranfporting. 

Mifs  Howard,  therefore,  foon  after  (lie 
was  of  age,  and  had  taken  poffeffion  of 
her  ample  fortune,  refolved  to  tranfport 
herfelf  to  fome  of  thofe  countries  where  fhe 
might  enjoy  the  free  and  unconflrained  ufe 
of  her  own  religion,  a  privilege  to  v/hich 
the  meanefl  of  mankind  are  juftly  entitled  ; 
but  as  England  was  at  that  time  engaged  in 
a  war  with  France  and  Spain,  it  was  with 
much  more  difficultv  fhe  could  take  refuo-e 
in  either,  and  efpecially  in  the  laft,  whither 
(he  was  moft  defirous  of  retirino^,  on  ac- 
count  of  the  high  character  iiie  eJways 
heard  of  that  gallant  na.tion,  and  of  its 
fLeady  zeal  in  fupport  of  the  Catholic  faith  ; 
which  lafi:  motive  alone  was  more  tlian 
fufficient  to  enq;are  all  her  rec-ard  and  af-^ 
feiSlion. 

From  this  dilemma,  liowever,  flie  was 
happily  relieved  by  the  interpohtion  of  the 

Father 
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Father  Confeflbr,  who  at  that  time  attend^ 
ed  her.  Father  Preilon,  originally  a  native 
of  the  cold  clirhate  of  North  Britain,  was 
however  a  morofe,  a  gloomy,  and  a  fiery 
bigot  in  the  caufe  lie  had  efpdufed  ;  the 
little  education  he  had  received  he  got  in 
the  Englifli  College  at  Lifbon  :  and  wherl 
Mifs  Howard  came  to  confult  him,  with 
a  view  of  taking  his  direftions  relative  to 
her  future  intentions,  he  immediately  faw 
tlie  proper  ufe  he  was  to  make  of  an  in- 
cident he  had  it  in  his  power  to  turn  fo 
much  to  his  o^\nl  advantage  ;  but  pretend- 
ed to  the  young  La.dy  that,  in  a  matier  of 
fuch  confequence,  he  could  not  take  upon 
him  to  give  her  his  opinion,  without  pre- 
vious meditation,  and  imploring  the  Di- 
vine afliftance. 

Accordingly,  next  morning,  he  told  herj 
he  confidered  it  as  a  lucky  circumftance, 
that  ftie  was  by  the  war  prevented  from       | 
going  to  Spain,  as  fhe  intended,  when  the 

door 
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door  was  now  open  to  fuch  an  elegant  re- 
treat,- as  the  Court  and  City  df  Lifbon  af- 
forded ;  that  far  from  wifhing  to  derogate 
from  the  advantageous  opinion  fhe  had 
juftly*  formed  of  the  Spanifh  nation,  he 
was  neverthekfs  comjpelled  by  the  force  of 
truth  to  inform  her,  that  their  neighbours 
the  Portuguefe  yielded  to  them  in  nothing 
great  or  commendable  :  that  their  uncom- 
mon prowefs  was  evinced  to  the  world,  by 
their  firfl  conquering  their  own  country 
from  the  Moors,  and  then  defendinij  it  re- 
peatedly  from  the  inroads  and  infolence 
of  the  Spaniards,  at  all  times  fo  much  their 
fuperiors  in  numbers ;  that  their  feats  in 
fubduing  the  richefl  countries  in  Afia,  and 
in  planting  the  Holy  Standard  of  the  Crofs 
in  fuch  remote  and  wide  extended  regions, 
had  never  yet  been  equalled  by  any  nation 
of  antient  or  modern  times ;  and  that  he 
himfelf  would  bear  witnefs  the  prefent  race 
was,  in  merit  and  virtue,  by  no  means  in- 
Vol.  L  D  fcrior 
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ferior  to  their  anceflors,  and  particularly 
if  her  obje6l  was,  as  hebeheved,  to  behold 
the  fplendour  of  the  pureft  and  moll  divine 
of  all  religions,  and  to  participate  in  the  fa-^ 
cred  myileries  adminiflered  with  the  utmoft 
grandeur  ;  in  fuch  a  cafe,  even  though  (he 
had  the  offer  of  every  fine  city  in  Europe, 
he  affured  her,  that  Lifbon  was  the  only 
one  to  which  he  could  in  confcience  advife 
her  to  dirett  her  choice. 

Arguments  of  a  lefs  weighty  nature,  from 
fuch  a  charafter,  would  have  been  more 
^  than  fufhcient  to  determine  Mifs  Howard ; 
and  therefore,  preparing  herfelf  with  all 
convenient  fpeed,  and  after  lodging  her  mo- 
nev  at  a  Banker's  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
be  able  to  draw  for  any  part,  or  the  whole 
of  it  from  wherever  flie  fliould  chufe  to  re- 
fide,  (lie  fet  out  for  Falmouth  with  her 
Confeffor  and  other  proper  attendants,  and 
arrived  at  Lifbon  after  a  fortnight's  paflage, 
the  mofl  of  it  tempefluous  weather.     She 

was 
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was  there  very  cordially  received  by  all  the 
perfons  to  whom  (he  brought  recommenda- 
tory letters,  and  by  them  was  introduced 
to  moft  of  the  principal  people  of  the  city, 
natives  as  well  as  foreigners  ;  and,  as  foon 
as  fhe  was  fettled  in  a  proper  habitation  by 
the  care  of  the  good  Father  Prefion,  was 
refpe6lfully  vifited  by  many  perfons  of  con- 
dition and  almofl  every  body  of  the  Britifli 
Fa6lory. 

But  now  it  was  Do6lor  Prefton's  turn  to 
play  his  part,  and  execute  the  plan  he  had 
meditated  in  London.  As  foon  as  poffible 
he  waited  on  his  old  Patronefs  the  Marchi- 
onefs  of  PancorvOi  who  many  years  before 
had  got  him  conveyed  clandeftinely,  when 
a  boy,  from  on  board  a  Scotch  trading  vef- 
fel  in  the  river,  had  educated  him  folely  at 
her  own  expence,  and,  in  due  time,  had 
him  put  in  Priefl's  orders,  and  after  being 
properly  inftrufted  in  Lifbon,  had  him  fent 
back  as  a  Miffionary  to  his  own  country, 
D  2  where. 
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where,  by  the  difpofal  of  his  Superiors,  he 

became  known  in  the  N 'k  family,  and 

was  judged  a  proper  peribn  to  attend  Mifs 
Hov/ard. — After  great  expreffions  of  joy  at 
meeting  again,  he  proceeded  to  inform  the 
Marchionefs,  that  Providence,  ever  watch- 
ful over  its  faithful  fervants,  had  now  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  an  opportunity  of  expref- 
hng  his  fenfe  of  the  many  obligations  he 
owed  her,  provided  (he  was  difpofed  to  a- 
gree-to  the  propofal  he  had  to  make  to  her, 
—He  then  entered  into  a  detail  of  Mifs 
Howard's  hifiory,of  her  own  turn  and  difpo- 
fitioii,  and  of  her  fortune,  which  was  folely 
at  her  own  difpofal,  and  concluded,  by  ex- 
preffing  how  beneficial  he  thought  it  would 
be  to  her  family  if  a  match  were  concluded 
between  this  young  Lady  and  the  young 
Vifcount  her  eidefi;  fon,  who  was  much 
about  her  own  age. 

The  Marchionefs  of  Pancorvo  quickly 
faw  tlie  prodigious  advantage  fuch  a  match 

would 
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would  bring  to  her  family,  and  earnedly 
and  fincerely  thanked  the  reverend  Father 
for  fuch  a  hint ;  to  improve  which  flie  re- 
queiled  the  further  continuance  of  his  aififl- 
ance,  till  the  marriage  (hould  be  effeftuat- 
ed,  enforcing  her  requefl  by  promifmg  to 
recommend  him  and  his  interefts  warmly 
to  the  reis[nin£[  Oueen  and  to  her  eldeil 
daughter,  with  whom  he  well  knew  (lie  was 
a  particular  favourite,  and  Vv^ho  was  the 
immediate  fucceffor  to  the  throne.    The 
Marchionefs  loft  no  time  in  coming  to  pay 
her  refpefts  to  Mifs  How^ard,  among  feve- 
ral  other  Ladies  of  rank,  who  did  her  the 
fame  honor ;  and,  by  the  gentle  Father's 
inhnuation,   the  Marchionefs  was  among 
the  firft  to  whom  that  young  Lady  returned 
the  vifit;  and  on  that  occaiion  was  received 
with  extraordinary  marks  of  attention  and 
every  difplay  of  magnificence,  which  fa- 
mily pride  could  fuggeft,  ftimulated  as  it 
was  by  the  hopes  of  obtaining  fuch  an  ad- 
D  o  dition 
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ditiofi  of  fortune  to  an  eftate  fo  much  en* 
cumbered,  and  to  a  family  fo  much  in 
want.  The  Marchionefs  entreated  there 
might  be  no  more  ceremony  ufed  between 
them  ;  fhe  led  Mifs  Howard  through  almoft 
every  apartment  of  her  extenfive  palace, 
lliewed  her  her  wardrobe  and  jewels,  moft 
of  which  had  been  borrowed  foj  the  occa- 
fion,  and  ulhered  her  into  a  beautiful  and 
fpacious  family  chapel,  where  they  both 
breathed  out  an  ejaculatory  prayer,  and 
offered  to  do  herfelf  the  honour  of  prefent- 
ing  her  to  the  Queen  and  to  the  Princefs  of 
the  Brazils  whenever  fhe  pleafed.  So  that, 
though  Mifs  Howard  had  been  perfeflly 
well  received  wherever  fhe  vilited,  yet  fhe 
acknowledged  (he  had  been  no  where  at- 
tended with  fuch  hngular  marks  of  refpe6t 
and  affeftion,  and  feemed  very  deiirous  of 
cultivating  an  intimate  acquaintance  ivith 
the  Marchionefs  of  Pancorvp. 

3po^ 
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Soon  after  this  period  Mifs  Howard  was 
prefented  in  form  to  the  Royal  family. 
The  Princefs  of  the  Brazils  feemed  particu- 
larly fond  of  her,  and  aflured  her,  (lie 
thought  herfelf  much  obliged  to  the  Mar- 
chionefs  for  procuring  her  the  pleafure  of 
her  acquaintance,  which  fhe  wifhed  might 
be  of  long  continuance.  Briefly,  through 
the  affiduity  of  the  Marchionefs  and  the 
addrefs  of  Father  Prefton,  the  way  was 
foon  paved  for  a  match  between  Mifs 
Howard  and  the  Vifcount  of  Baldiorra,  the 
Marchionefs's  eldefl  Son,  the  completed 
booby  imaginable,  who  confented  to  it 
purely  becaufe  his  mother  delired  him  to 
do  fo.  By  the  marriage  articles  it  was  fli- 
pulated,  that  the  Vifcount  fliould  receive 
the  intereft  of  the  Lady's  fortune,  but  that 
the  capital  fliould  be  fettled  on  herfelf 
alone,  and  afterwards  defcend  to  and  be 
equally  divided  among  all  the  female  Iflue 
of  the  marriage,  whereof  the  only  perfon 
D  4  now 
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now  alive  is  the  young  Lady  mentioned 
at  the  beginning  of  this  epiftle,  whom  her 
mother-  had  fent  to  England  for  her  educa- 
tion, and  who  is  now  fooi^  expefted  again 
at  Lifbon, 

The  above  is  the  fubflance  of  the  French- 
man's information ;  the  truth  of  which, 
however  romantic  it  may  appear  to  you,  I 
lliall  be  able  to  verify  on  our  arrival  in  Lif- 
bon, as  well  as  I  hope  to  do  by  the  inti-i 
macy  I  am  getting  into  with  Lord  Freeman 
himfeif  I  have  infenfibly  drawn  this  to  a 
great  length,  and  theEftaffete  is  juft  leaving 
this  for  Lifbon. 


LET- 
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LETTER    IV, 

Beja,  1778. 

Dear  Brother^ 

X  HE  fubje8:  matter  for  CQrrefpondence 
increafes  upon  me  fo  much  fafler  than  I 
expefted,  that^  though  my  lafi  was  a  long 
epillle,  I  know  not  but  it  may  be  ex- 
ceeded by  the  prefent.  So  different  does 
the  fame  country  appear  to  travellers  of 
different  difpofitions,  that,  while  one  pro- 
ceeds through  it  without  finding  any  thing 
to  deferve  even  a  note,  another  fhall  find 
ample  field  for  remarks  and  lucubration, 
as  is  my  cafe  at  prefent ;  and  I  am  now 
fet  down  in  a  bad  Inn,  by  the  light  of  an 
pil  lamp,  to  give  you  an  account  of  our 

adven- 
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adventures,  while  my  companions  are  faft 
in  the  arms  of  Morpheus,  for  whom  I  yet 
feel  no  manner  of  propenfity. 

Lord  Freeman,  wiihing  to  vifit  every 
thing  as  a  Philofopher,  who  can  give  a  ra- 
tional account  of  what  he  fees,  firft  fent  an 
old  pedantic-looking  Preceptor  he  had  with 
him,  and  fome  other  pfelefs  fervants,  from 
Faro  direft  to  Lifbon,  to  wait  his  arrival 
there,  and  provided  himfelf  with  mules, 
in  fome  kitchen  furniture,  a  Cook,  and 
other  necelfaries  for  the  journey,  as  he  re- 
folved  to  travel  on,  or  to  flop,  when  and 
where  it  (liould  flrike  his  fancy  ;  and  thus 
accoutred  we  fet  out  for  Tavira,  accompa- 
nied by  Colonel  Bagot,  after  dining  with 
the  Britilh  Conful  at  Faro,  and  travelled 
through  a  beautiful  fiat  country,  confifting 
moftly  of  enclofed  corn  fields  covered  with 
almond  trees,  interfperfed  with  the  St. 
John's  bread  tree,  the  pomegranate,  the  fig 
and  the  olive  tree,  with  the  ocean  on  our 

right, 
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light,  and  the  Serra  de  Caldeh'ao  at  Tome 
diflance  on  our  left ;  about  an  hour  after 
fun-fet,  we  arrived  at  Tavira,  the  Baifa 
of  former  times,  and  on  entering  the  town 
were  met  by  the  Fraternity  of  the  Rofary, 
who  were  parading  the  flreets,  and  hnging 
the  Ter^o*,  preceded  by  an  Image  of 
the  Virgin,  accompanied  by  wax  tapers, 
and  followed  by  a  crowd  of  people  in 
large  brown  cloaks  ;  we  alighted  and  did 
our  obeifance  to  the  Idol  of  the  day,  w^hile 

*  A  third  part  of  the  Rofary,  or  Pfaltery .  or  Crown  of  the 
Virgin  Mary ;  the  complete  Rofary  confifts  of  15  Pater  Nof- 
ters,  and  150  Ave  Marias,  ten  of  the  Lift  to  each  of  the  firft, 
fo  that  the  whole  Rofary  contains  1  5  parts  or  myfteries, 
concerning  Jefus  Chrift  or  the  Virgin  Mary;  thefe  are  again 
divided  into  three  parts  or  tercos ;  the  firft  five  are  called  the 
joyful  myfteries,  the  fecond  five  are  called  the  dolorous  myftc- 
jies,  and  the  laft  are  called  the  glorious  myfteries:  In  finging 
or  repeating  often,  all,  or  a  part  of  this  Crown  of  the  Virgin, 
in  hearing  Mafs,  which  is  always  faid  in  a  language  the  peo- 
ple do  not  underftand,  and  in  obferving  the  fafts  and  feftivals 
of  the  Church,  confifts  the  moft  eifential  religious  duty  of  a 
,]Portaguefe  or  Spanifh  Catholic. 

the 
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die  Procefiion  DaiTed,  and  dien  acconiDa- 
pied  Colonel  Bagot,  v/hofe  duty  it  was,  as 
a  military  man,  to  wait  upon  the  Viceroy 
or  Governor  of  the  Province,  whofe  pa- 
lace flood  on  a  riling  ground,  iinmediately 
above  the  town. 

In  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after 
v/e  were  announced,  w^e  were  ufhered  into 
an  apartment  where  his  fupercilious  Ex-. 
cellency  the  Armador  Mor^*,  feated  under 
a  canopy  in  a  chair  of  (late,  with  fome 
■Rools  or  tabourets  before  himi,  beckoned 
to  us  (after  making  him  our  bows)  to  be 
feated-^an  honor  conferred  on  us  in  con- 
fideratioii- of  being  foreigners,  which  the 
natives  would  not  be  indulged  with. 

After  the  firil  compliments,  and  fome 
foolilh  queilions,  which  his  Excellency  put 

*  An  lionoraiy  employment  of  the  Court,  like  that 
©f  Mafter  of  the  Horfe,  Gentleman  Ufher,  .fee.  It  is  the 
Nobleman,  who,  "when  the  King  is  hunting,  prefents  him 
the  Piece,  ready  loaded  and  cocked,  to  fhoot  the  Game. 

to 
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to  us,  we  were  very  happy  to  take  our 
leaves  of  him  and  adjourn  to  fupper,  which 
together  with  clean  beds,  Colonel  Bagot 
had  provided  for  us  at  a  friend's  houfco 
During  fupper,  the  converfation  turned 
upon  the  Viceroy  and  his  fituation  there : 
Bao-ot  informed  us  that  he  was  a  relation  of 
the  late  Miniller  the  Marquis  of  Pombal ; 
that  he  had  been  fent  by  him  there,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  get  a  fiibfillence  he  could  find  no 
where  ell'e,  for  that  his  ePtate  was  in  the 
hands  of  creditors,  and  he  had  no  other 
vifible  means  of  fupporting  his .  Rate  of 
Viceroy  tlian  the  milerable  appointments 
of  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Infantry.  Lord 
Freeman  then  enquired  how  he  could  iiip- 
port  all  the  parade  of  attendants  we  had 
feen  about  his  houfe  ?  BaTOt  anfwered  his 

o 

Lordfliip,  by  faying,  he  fuppofed  he  had 
heard  how,  in  fome  parts  of  Africa,  the  in- 
habitants worfliip  the  Devil,  acid  make  him 
prefents,  not  that  they  expert  any  benefits 

from 
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from  him,  but  purely  to  ingratiate  them- 
felves  with  him,  fo  far  as  to  prevent  him 
from  doing  tliem  a  mifchief  In  like  man- 
ner, iaid  he,  every  perfon  of  any  authority 
in  this  province,  civil,  military,  or  eccleli- 
aflic,  who  regards  his  own  prefervation, 
and  more  particularly,  whoever  wifhes  for 
any  favour  from  the  Viceroy,  is  under  the 
neceffity  of  plying  him  Vv^ith  prefents  and 
donations,  to  fecure  his  favour,  and  his 
good  report  of  them  to  the  Miniiler  ;  and 
it  is  the  multiplicity  of  thefe  bribqs  which 
conftitutes  a  real  income,  and  fupports  him 
in  his  grandeur :  though,  fince  the  late 
King's  death,  we  have  been  looking  for 
fome  new  favourite  to  be  fent  in  his  place. 
Lord  Freeman  obferved,  that  from  what 
he  had  fcen,  the  Governor  appeared  to  be 
Ihy,  diftant,  and  fupercilious.  Mr.  Bagot 
alTured  him,  that  from  the  univerfal  want 
of  education  in  the  country,  the  very  beft 
of  them  were  from  neceffity  compelled  to 

be 
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be  fo  ;  for  were  people  in  power  (faid  he) 
to  admit  the  generaUty  of  their  country- 
men to  that  fort  of  famiUarity,  which  every 
Gentleman  almoft  any  where  elfe  has  a 
right  to  expe6l  from  another,  they  would 
quickly  lofe  the  authority  and  refpe6l  due 
to  their  ilation ;  and  it  is  natural  for  a 
Portuguefe,  when  once  treated  only  with 
common  attention,  immediately  to  prefume 
upon  it,  and  he  knows  not  where  to  ftop  : 
fo  that  no  man  in  authority  here  can  treat 
with  his  countrymen  otherv/ife  than  by 
conftantly  holding  out  the  rod  of  power 
and  authority  in  fight,  fo  as  to  remind  them 
of  their  diflance.  And  with  regard  to 
their  intercourfe  with  foreign  Gentlemen 
or  Officers,  they  happen  to  fall  in  compa- 
ny with,  it  behoves  them  to  be  extremely 
on  the  referve,  at  leaft,  till  they  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  difpofition  and  qualities 
of  the  perfons  they  deal  with,  becaufe,  con- 
fcious  of  their  own  total  ignorance  in  al- 
moft 


4§  SKETCHES    OF 

moft  every  thing  to  be  fpoken  of,  they  are 
fenfible  a  very  little  converfation  would 
difcover  it,  and  infure  to  them  the  contempt 
they  deferve  ;  fo  that  the  only  method  of 
fupporting  the  appearance  of  a  charafter 
is  to  have  as  little  connexion  with  foreign- 
ers as  pofTible  :  for  the  truth  of  this  I  will 
moft  willingly  refer  myfelf  (faid  Bagot)  to 
your  Lordfhip's  own  experience,  after  you 
are  better  acquainted  with  _  the  country. 
Here  however  I  remarked  to  him,  that^ 
by  the  converfation  in  fome  companies, 
where  we  were  prefent  at  Faro,  the  Vice- 
roy was  efteemed  a  man  of  learning.  The 
Colonel  allured  me  that  he  was  reckoned 
in  that  country,  and  efpecially  for  a  No- 
bleman, a  prodigy  of  learning — faid,  that 
he  was  looked  up  to  by  the  Bifliop,  the  Dig- 
nitaries of  the  Church,  and  by  all  the 
learned  Fryars  in  the  Algarve,  as  a  per* 
fon  of  the  firil  erudition  ;  and  as  fuch  they 
are  conftantly  puffing  him  off  in  fulfome 

panegyrics, 
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panegyrics,  to  himfelf  and  to  every  body 
dk  who  they  may  reafonably  expeft  will 
report  to  him  what  they  fay.  But  exa- 
mine his  Library,  Gentlemen,  (faid  Bagot) 
^nd  if  you  rind  above  three  military  books 
in  his  colledion,  or  any  other  worth  open- 
ing— I  beg  pardon — except  the  Bible,  of 
which  he  Ihewed  me  a  copy  in  Englifh^ 
a  language  he  does  not  underftand. 

On  Mr.  Bagot's  mentioning  the  Bible^ 
the  young  Prieft  exprefTed  a  great  defire 
of  reading  it,  faying  it  was  a  book  he  had 
never  yet  feen  !  Lord  Freeman  flared  at 
the  young  fellow,  and  then  turning  to  Co- 
lonel Bagot,  begged  of  him  to  inform  him 
then  of  what  books  the  Viceroy's  Library 
conliiled  ?  The  Colonel  faid,  it  Avould  be 
no  eafy  tafk  for  him  to  recapitulate  its 
contents ;  but  that  he  had  feen  there  a 
great  many  volumes  of  old  Spanifli  Plays, 
Tales,  Romances,  and  Sacramental  AEts 
without  number ;  the  Lives  of  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  Saints,  antient  and  modern,  male 

Vox.,  L  E  and 
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and  female  ;  above  a  hundred  volumes  ia 
folio  of  the  Afta  San6lorum  alone,  in  La- 
tin ;  the  Myftical  City  of  God,  or  the  Life 
of  the  Virgin  Mary,  by  Mary  of  Agreda  ; 
the  Life  an^  Works  of  Saint  Therefa  de 
Jefus,  with  the  Hiftory  of  the  Order 
of  the  Carmelites,  in  fifty  large  vo- 
lumes ;  the  Hiftory  of  the  Foundation 
of  the  Carthufians,  by  St.  Bruno :  and  in 
general  of  all  the  other  religious  inftitu- 
tions  ;  among  which  that  of  the  Jefuits 
makes  a  (jreat  fio-ure :  arid  notwithfland- 
ing  his  patron  the  Marquis  of  Pombal's 
deteflation  of  that  Order,  in  the  Viceroy's 
Library  were  to  be  found  the  Annals  of 
Baronius,  the  Works  of  Bellarmine,  of 
Plenry  Henriques,  of  Francis  of  Toledo, 
'of  John  de  Salas,  of  Francis  Soares,  of 
Gregory  of  Valentia,  of  the  chafte  Thomas 
Sanchez,  of  Paul  Layman,  of  Ferdinand 
de  Caftro  Palao,  of  Anthony  de  Efcobar, 
of  Simon  de  LefTau,  of  Thomas  Tambou- 
rin,  of  John  deLugo,  of  Mathew  deMoya, 

John 
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John  de  Cardenas,  of  Fathers  Cabrcfpin^ 
Daniel,  Bufembaumi  la  Croix,  Richard 
Archdeacon,  of  Francis  Xavier  FegeUi,  of 
Jofeph  Graving-— Here  Lord  jFreeman 
thanked  the  Colonel  for  his  information, 
faying,  he  COuld  now  form  fome  idea  of 
fuch  a  colle6lion ;  after  which  we  all  re* 
tired  to  reft. 

The  next  morning  we  wefe  up  betimes, 
and,  after  drinking  a  difh  of  chocolate,  fet 
forward  for  Caftro  -Marin,  four  leagues  dif- 
tant,  and  whither  Colonel  Bagot  had  de- 
fpatched  a  note  the  evening  before  to  Mr. 
Gaynor,  his  Captain  of  Grenadiers,  on  de- 
tachment there,  advifmg  him  we  would 
breakfafl  with  him  the  next  forenoon.  On 
the  road  Lord  Freeman  continued  to  ad- 
mire the  fine  country,  with  the  diflant  hills 
on  our  left,  which  protefted  the  almond 
and  the  orange  trees  from  the  Northern 
blaft ;  but  could  not  help  lamenting  to  fee 
fuch  a  broad  and  extenfive  morafs  along 
E  2  the' 
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die  fea-fhore  on  our  right,  lying  totallj 
uncultivated,  and  which  with  a  very  few 
drains  cut  acrofs  it,  might  be  converted 
into  the  riehefl  foil  iraas^inable. 

About  ten  o'clock  we  arrived  at  Captain 
Gaynor's  quarters,  where  we  found  break- 
fall  ready,  which  was  very  acceptable  af- 
ter riding  about  fifteen  Englifli  miles  upon 
very  indifferent  cattle.  You  mud  know 
Gaynor  is  a  countryman  of  our  own  ;  and 
Lord  Freeman  declared  he  found  verifkd  in 
his.  perfon,  and  in  the  hofpitable  manner 
after  which  he  received  us,  every  thing  ad- 
vantagreous  and  commendable  for  which 
his  countrymen  are  fo  rem-arkable  where- 
e,ver  "they  are  to  be  met  with..  After  break- 
faft  I  propofed  walking  to  the  new  town 
of  St.  Antonio  de  Arenilha,  we  had  heard 
fo  much  of  at  Faro,  and  vfhich  Lord  Free- 
man was  very  defirous  to  fee  ;  but  Gaynor 
could  not  be  brought  to  confent  that  we 
fhould  quit  his  quarters,  without  firft  pro- 
mi  fin  g 
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inifing  him  our  company  again  at  dinner^ 
which  we  did. 

The  new  town  of  St.  Antonio  is  beauti- 
fully fituated,  upon  the  banks  of  the  noble 
river  of  the  Guadiana,  very  nearly  oppo- 
iite  to  the  city  of  Ayamonte,  in  the  Spanilh 
Eflreniadura,  and  half  a  league  below  the 
town  of  Caflro-Marin,  and  ^bout  as  far 
within  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
with  plenty  of  deep  water  and  room  for 
fhipping ;  an  extenlive  and  commodious 
quay,  with  a  fpacious  landing-place,  and 
flairs  before  the  new  Cuftom-houfe,  which 
is  a  handfome  building.  The  houfes  of 
the  town  are  all  built  regularly  uniform  on 
one  plan,  with  a  neatnefs  to  be  feen  (as  I 
am  informed)  no  where  elfe  in  Portugal, 
Lifbon  only  ^xcepte-d  :  the  ftreets  are  well 
paved,  built  by  the  Hne,  and  crofs  each 
other  at  right  angles,  dividing  the  town 
into  equal  quarters.  Two  large  Inns  are 
built  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers, 
_  E  3  and 
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and  a  neat  fquare  occupies  the  centre  of 
the  town.  On  one  fide  of  this  fquare  there 
is  a  new  church,  and  on  the  oppofite  fide 
fland  the  Town-houfe  and  other  Tieat 
buildings  ;  and  in  the  centre  a  large  marble 
fountain,  which  is  conitantiy  fupplied  by  a 
Jet  d'eau,  throwing  up  the  water  to  a  eon- 
fiderable  height,  and  conveying  the  idea 
of  coolnefs  and  refrefnment,  particularly 
agreeable  in  this  fultr)^  climate. 

Such  was  this  new  creation  of  the  late 
Minifter,  which  by  its  appearance  at  a  dif- 
tance  raifed  our  curiofity  ;  but  on  coming^ 
into  it  there  was  not  a  living  foul  to  be 
feen  in  the  flreets,  nor  even  in  the  town,  if 
we  except  the  juiz  de  fora'^  and  a  Ser^ 
jeant's  guard  daily  relieved  from  Caflro- 
Marin, 

Lord  Freeman  praifed  the  fituation  ;  but 
begged  to  know  for  what  purpofe  it  was 

*  The  clilef  Civil  Magii^rate  of  all  the  Cities  and  Towns 
Qf  Portugal,  excepting  Lilbpn  and  Oporto, 

buiUi 
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built,  and  where  the  inhabitants  were? 
Colonel  Bagot  faid,  it  was  a  Handing  mo^ 
nument  of  the  Marquis  of  Pombal's  perti- 
nacious obflinacy  and  vanity  together :  that 
he  had  built  it  to  encourage  the  pilchard 
fifliery,  which,  if  properly  attended  to, 
might  be  turned  to  very  great  account  up- 
on this  coaft.  At  the  fame  time  his  vanity 
prompted  him  to  raife  a  new  town  in  fight 
of  his  rivals  and  neighbours,  without  con- 
fidering  how  improper  the  fituation  was 
for  the  real  purpofe  it  was  intended  to  an- 
fwer.  On  the  road  this  morning  (faid  Ba- 
got) ,  I  made  you  remark  a  high  ground 
covered  with  fifhermen's  huts,  which,  in 
the  manner  of  a  fmall  head,  runs  out  into 
the  fea,  near  two  leagues  Weft  from  the 
mouth  of  this  river.  At  this  pace,  called 
Monte-Gordo,  the  (hore  confifts  of  a  length 
of  bold  beach,  covered  with  pebbles,  and 
exceedingly  proper  for  the  fifhermen's 
drawing  their  pilchard  nets  on  fhore,  where 

E  4  they 
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they  immediately  cured  the  pilchards  and 
prepared  them  for  expqrtation  ;  and  there 
undoubtedly  was  the  true  place  for  this 
town  :  but  the  old  Mayquis's  pride^  and  dif- 
iike  of  the  Caftilians,  were  gratified  by 
railing  a  fine  looking  new  town  oppofite 
to  one  of  theirs,  and  which  gave  him  the 
command  of  the  river  and  its  trade.  This 
was  the  firfl  idea  vfhich  mifled  him,  ancj 
he  was  unluckily  confirmed  in  it  by  the 
crowd  of  fycophants  and  flatterers  about 
him,  whofe  only  (ludy  it  was  to  footh  his 
vanity,  the  better  to  obtain  their  own  pur- 
pofes,,  .till  he  had  gone  too  far  to  recede ; 
yet  fome  hints  and  murmurs,  concerning 
the  impropriety  of  the  prefent  fituation, 
made  their  way  to  him  •  and  he  ordered  a 
worthy. old  Dczembargador,  or  Judge,  to 
go  to  the  two  places,  and,  after  carefully^ 
examining  both,  report  to  him,  according 
to  his  confcience  and  the  reality  of  his  fen- 
timents,  which  of  the  tv/o  fituations  he 
-      ":  judged 
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judged  the  propereft  for  the  purpofes  of 
die  pilchard  fifiiery, 

The  confcientious  Judge,  accordingly, 
in  his  report  gave  it  entirely  againfl  the 
fite  where  the  town  now  (lands ;  adducing, 
befides  many  unanfwerable  arguments,  the 
abfurdity  and  ruin  of  being  obliged  to  put 
the  pilchjLrd,  which  is  a  delicate  lifii,  again 
into  the  boats,  after  the  nets  are  drawn  on 
fhore  and  emptied  at  Monte-Gordo,  as 
they  necefTarily  mufl  be  ;  the  bringing  them 
about  into  the  River  and  up  to  the  new 
town,  to  be  there  handled  again  and  taken 
on  (hore  to  be  cure4  ;  by  which  means  the 
pilchards  were  entirely  converted  into  a 
jelly,  and  loit  the  beil  part  of  their  fub- 
ftance  and  value — all  which  would  have 
been  avoided  by  building  the  town  at 
Monte-Gordo.  The  impartial  Judge,  for 
this  report,  was  feized  and  clapped  into  a 
dungeon.  The  building  of  tii^town  went 
"on  with  vivacity,  not  a  murmur  being  af- 
terwards 
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terwards  heard  againll:  it ;  the  fifhermen  at 
Monte-Goido  weje  ordered  to  leave  their 
huts,  with  their  faniihes  and  boats,  to  in- 
habit the  new  town,  The)^  obeyed  the 
firft  pa^t  of  the  precept;  but,  inftead  of 
coming  to  the  place  to  which  they  were 
direfted,  they  paffed  to  a  mar\  over  to 
Spain !  where  they  remained  til]^  the  late 
King's  death,  and  then  returned  quietly  to 
their  old  habitations. 

Here  Lord  Freeman  very  properly  de^- 
canted  upon  that  ruinous  fpirit  of  defpo^ 
tifm,  of  which  he  faw  fuch  evident  and 
glaring  effefts.  He  farther  remarked,  that 
it  was  a  projeft  ruinous  to  the  ftate,  on 
which  there  had  been  a  vail:  expenditure 
of  the  King's  money,  to  no  fort  of  purpofe. 
— Colonel  Bagot  begged  leave  to  fet  him 
right  on  that  point,  affuring  him  it  had  not 
coft  the  King  a  farthing ;  and  herein  (faid 
he)  is  another  inftance  of  the  ruinous  con- 
fequences  of  uncontrouled  authority  lodged 

in 
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in  the  hands  of  a  fmgle  Defpot;  for  the 
Aiinifter,  through  his  Viceroy  here,  having 
obtained  a  circumflantial  account  of  every 
man  of  property  in  the  whole  province, 
direfted  the  fame  Viceroy  to  call  each  of 
them  into  his  prefence,  and  to  inform  him 
that  his  Majefty  had  formed  the  defign  of 
building  a  new  town,  with  a  view  of  en- 
couraging the  trade  and  lifheries  on  the 
coafl  of  Aigarve,  and  would  efteem  it  high- 
ly if  he  contributed  for  that  purpofe,  by 
building  fuch  a  houfe  or  houfes  as  fuited 
his  circumftances.  An  infmuation  of  this 
fort  from  the  King  being  here  univerfally 
confidered  as  a  command,  and  the  Vice- 
roy having  the  different  terms  of  agree- 
ment ready  drawn  out  for  fignmg,  each 
perfon  was  thus  brought  in  to  fign  a  deed 
or  bond,  by  which  he  obliged  himfelf, 
within  a  ftipulated  time,  to  raife  a  building 
of  fuch  a  defcription  upon  tlie  fpot  alTigned 
him ;  and  the  town   thus  role  fuddenly ; 

though 
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though  it  would  never  have  anfwered  the 
Minifter's  intention,  had  he  continued  in 
the  government ;  and  having  been  a  fcheme 
of  hisj  without  refpefl:  to  any  other  conh- 
deration,  is  now  totally  abandoned,  and 
the  different  people's  money  thrown  away. 
It  is  now  very  late,  and  I  muff  break  off 
for  the  prefent,  though  I  have  enough  to 
fill  another  letter  concerning  the  people  we 
met  in-Algarve.     Adieu. 


J^  JL^    J. 


SOCIETY    AND- MANNERS.      6$ 


L  E  T  T  E  R      V. 

Beja,  1778. 

Dear  Brother^ 


iVi-Y  laftj  if  I  miflake  not,  has  furniflied 
you  with  an  irrefragable  proof,  that  it  is 
a  period  of  pecuhar  danger  to  the  well- 
being  of  any  flate,  when  the  whole  afting 
and  executive  power  is  excluhvely  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  a  iingle  man,  however  great 
and  extenfive  his  talents  may  be  :  and  the 
Marquis  of  Pombal's  moil:  fervile  flatterers 
will  certainly  never  prefume  to  aflert,  that 
he  was  that  univerfal  genius  in  the  art  of' 
government  he  was  v/illing  to  have  paffed 
for  ;  and  it  is  unqueftionably  a  folecifm  in 
government^  and  the  moR  dangerous  of  all 

precedeijrts. 
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precedents,  that  In  a  community  profefied* 
ly  formed  and  regulated  by  eftablifhed  laws, 
•  any  individual  fhould  arife  under  the  cha^ 
rafter  of  Prime  Minifier^  or  any  othei^ 
whatever  J  and  fubftltute  in  their  place  any 
other  temporary  rule  or  order^  which  (hall 
bed  fuit  his  own  private  caprice,  or  anfwer  a 
particular  purpofe ;  yet  this  I  find  always 
has  been,  and  ftill  continues  to  be  the  cafe 
in  the  government  of  this  country.  This 
letter  will  prefent  you  with  fomething  no 
lefs  extraordinary  of  another  kind,  the 
knowledge  of  which,  as  you  will  fee,  came 
incidentally  in  our  way. 

We  returned  to  Caftro-Marin  both  hun* 
gry  and  fatigued  with  the  heat,  after  walk- 
ing fo.  much,  and  found  a  very  comfort- 
able dinner  provided  for  us  by  Captain 
Gaynor;  after  which,  while  the  cheerful 
glafs  of  Spanifh  wine  was  circulating,  the 
Captain  took  a  memorial  out  of  his  pocket 
and  prefented  it  to  his  Colonel^  telling  him 

the 
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the  Major  of  the  Regiment  had  remitted  it 
to  him,  requefting  him  to  dehver  it,  accom- 
panied with  all  his  intereft,  to  the  end  that 
the  Colonel  might  give  it  all  the  proteftion 
in  his  power,  towards  obtaining  what  was 
the;rein  requefted,  though  to  be  fure  (added 
Caf)tain  Gay  nor)  the  Major  knows  very 
Veil,  and  you  know  too,  Colonel,  that  I 
would  fooner  be  hanged,  than  intereft  my- 
felf  in  fuch  a  foolifh  piece  of  bufmefs. 

Mr.Bagot  juftcafthis  eye  over  the  memo* 
rial,  and  then  returning  it  to  the  Captain, 
told  Jiim  he  might  WTite  a  congratulatory 
letter  to  the  Major,  for  that  the  Viceroy 
had  informed  him  at  Tavira,  he  had  juft 
received  her  Majefty's  commands  to  have 
the  petitioner  entered  as  aggregate  Major^ 

*  The  fame  as  in  France,  any  Officer,  a  la  Suite  d'un 
Regiment :  It  is  an  Officer  or  Officers  of  any  rank,  ap- 
pointed to,  and  paid  in  a  Regiment^  taking  their  tour  of 
general  duty  ia  the  fame,  but  not  attached  to  any  particular 
Company. 

upon 
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tipon  the  Regifter-book  of  the  Regimentj 
and  to  receive  his  appointments  in  the  fame 
accordingly.     Lord  Freeman,  who  ah'eady 
felt  himfelf  flrongly  prejudiced  in  Gaynor's 
favour,  by  the  undefigning  hmplicity  and 
franknefs  of  his  chara6ler  and  behaviourj 
%vas  a  little  furprifed,  when  he  faw  him 
redden  up  on  the  information  his  Colonel 
g'ave  him,  his  eyes  fparkled  with  rage,  and 
he  began  to  fwear,  with  all  that  hearty 
good  will  and  unrefervednefs  fo  remarkable 
in  many  of  his  countrymen,   uttering   a 
thoufa^d  imprecations  on  the  perfon  who 
had  been  promoted  before  him ;  and  on 
the  knaves  and  idiots  who  had  advifed  hei* 
Alajefty  to  commit  fuch  an  abfurdity  :  Co- 
lonel Bagot's  endeavours  to  aifwage  the 
Captain's  rage  had  no  effeft,  and  raifed  our 
curioiity  the  more  to  know  the  caufe  of  it. 
The  Captain  fwore  he  would  go  that  mo- 
Inent  and  write  a  letter  of  abufe  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  and  at  the  fame  time  re>^ 


SOCIETV    and    manners.    6.5 

iign  his  CommilTion,  for  that  none  (faid  he) 
butthemoftcontemptible  of  wretches  could 
tliink  of  remaining  in  fuch  a  defpicable  fer- 
vice.  On  faying  this,  he  rofe  and  left  us, 
begging  the  young-  Prieft,  John  Carlos,  who 
feemed  quite  aflonifhed  at  his  behaviour,  to 
come  and  draw  up  a  letter  for  him ;  and 
thanked  God  he  had  not  the  art  of  writing 
in  fuch  a  pitiful  language. 

As  foon  as  Gaynor  retited.  Lord  Freeman 
was  defirous  to  know  the  caufe  of  that  fud- 
den  difgufl  he  had  expreffed  upon  the  in- 
formation he  had  received  ;  but  Mr.  Bagot 
feeming  not  much  difpofed  to  fatisfy  his 
curiofity,  told  him  it  was  a  long  detail, 
many  of  the  circumftances  of  which  might 
indeed  be  new  to  his  Lordftiip^  yet  othej^s 
would  appear  both  incredible  and  ridic.u^ 
Jous;  and  as  feme  of  them  woul^  ferve  alfg 
to  reprefent  their  prefent  fituationja  tl^t. 
fervice  in  a  difagreeable,  and  even  a  humV 
Hating  light,  (although  by  no  fault  of  theirs) 
he  hoped  his  Lftrdfhip  would  have  the  com^ 

Vol.  L  F  piaifance 
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plaifance  to  difpenfe  with    his    entering- 
into  it. 

Lord  Freeman  very  poHtely  repUed,  that 
he  was  the  farthefl  from  wifliing  to  impofe 
any  difagreeable  tafk  on  Colonel  Bfigot, 
that  his  determination  to  take  a  tour  through 
this  country  did  not  proceed  from  the  ex- 
pe£lation  of  meeting  with  any  productions 
either  of  nature  or  art  equal  to  what  he  had 
already  feen  in  many  others,  but  rather 
from  the  defire  of  feeing  the  political 
ftrengtii  and  fituation  of  Portugal,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  its  jealous  and  powerful  nefghbour, 
and  particularly,  as  a  military  man,  to  in- 
form himfelf  of  the  flate  of  the  army,  which 
he  had  been  taught  to  believe  was  upon  a 
refpe6labie  footing,  ever  iince  it  had  been 
regulated  by  the  late  Count  la  Lippe,  of 
whom  he  had  heard  fo  much  as  a  great 
military  genius— That  he  hoped  Mr.  Bagot 
"would  do  him  the  juliice  to  beiieve,  he  al- 
ways made -it  an  eflential  point  to  diftin- 
guiih  whether  difagreeable  circumftances  in 
A  -any 
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any  perfon's  fituation  had  been  produced 
by  mifcondu6l  in  that  perfon,  or  by  fuch 
accidents  as  he  could  neither  forefee,  nor 
.  prevent ;  that  as,  in  the  firft  cafe,  he  could 
not  help  imputing  blame  where  due,  fo  the 
fecond  never  failed  producing  in  him  every 
fentiment   of  condolence,   fympathy  and 
friendfhip ;  more  particularly,  when  he  faw 
a  brother  officer  in  fuch  a  fituation  :  that 
his  expectation  of  gaining  information  in 
the  very  line  he  chiefly  wiflied  for  it,  had 
been  already  very  much  exceeded  by  that 
which  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  of  time  the  Colo- 
nel had  already  favoured  him  with,  in  re- 
gard to  the  flate  of  that  part  of  the  country 
they  were  then  in,  and  for  which  he  re- 
turned him  his  iincere  and  hearty  thanks, 
confelfmg,  frankly,  at  the  fam.e  time,  that 
the  lingular  fatisfa6lion  he  received  from 
the  Colonel's  converfation  on  other  fubjefts, 
had  only  the  more  whetted  his  defire  of 
learning  fomething  authentic  alfo  concern- 
ing tho-prefent  (late  of  the  army  and  of 

F  2  Captain 
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Captain  Gaynor's  fituation,  which  he  na- 
turally judged  to  be  nearly  connefted  with 
it. 

To  decline  complying  with  Lord  Free- 
^iiian's  requeft,  after  fuch  a  declaration, 
would  have  been  next  to  impofiible,  had 
Colonel  Bagot  been  lefs  difpofed  to  indulge 
him  than  he  really  was  ;  he  therefore  afTur- 
ed  his  Lordfiiip,  that  he  was  happy  in  be- 
ing able  to  give  him  every  information  in 
his  power,  and  proceeded  as  follows  : 

"  This  poor  fellow,  Ga)^nor,  is  the  wor- 
thieft  creature  alive,  and  fo  full  of  upright- 
nefs  and  honefiy,  that  thefe  virtues,  which 
feeiii  inherent  in  him,  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
he  cannot  diveft  himfelf  of  them  for  a  mo* 
ment,  have  literally  been  his  ruin  in  this 
fervice  :  he  is  as  intrepid  as  He6lor,  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  is  as  meek  and  tradable 
as  a  lamb ;  but  unfortunately,  he  cannot 
put  up  with  the  fmallefl  appearance  of  dif- 
Ingenuity  or  difhmulation,  and  is  entirely 

inca- 
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incapable  of  that  (hare  of  prudence  in  deal- 
ing with  people  of  different  manners  and 
pations,  which  is  perfedly  compatible  with 
the  qharafter  of  a  man  of  probity  and  ho- 
nor every  where ;  he  revolts  at  the  fmalleft 
departure  from  the  rules  of  propriety  and 
truth,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  he  cannot  help 
by  fome  exterior  aft  or  gefture  expreffmg 
Ills    difpleafure  and  difguft  ;    and,   as  he 
hardly  meets  in  this  country  with  any  thing 
but  duplicity  and  deceit,  it  is  no  wonder 
the  natives  here  (hould  look  upon  him  as  a 
rude,  furly,  diffatisfied  being;  and  even 
thofe  of  the  bed  rank  who  are  acquainted 
with  him,  not  diflinguifhing  his  real  cha- 
rafter,  confider  him  as  an  Englifli  favage, 
totally  void  of  manners  and  good  breeding : 
add  to  this,  that  there  are  few  of  ;he  Por- 
tuguefe  Officers  of  any  confequence,  efper 
cially  among  the  Nobility^  with  whom 
Gaynor  is  acquainted,  whom  he  has  not 
found  occafion  to  invite  to  private  meet- 
F  3  ings 
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ings  fimilar  to  thofe  which  happen  fome- 
times  in  the  Phcenix  Park,  near  Dublin, 
without  having  met  with  one,  who  chofe  to 
accept  of  his  appointments.  Thus  he  is  ei- 
ther feared  or  difliked  by  all  of  them  ;  and 
the  repeated  unfavourable  reports  of  him 
whifpered  at  Court,  have  too  eifeftually 
hurt  him  in  the  opinion  of  the  prefent 
Oueen,  and  of  her  weak  and  foolifh  Mini- 
Hers. 

"  Gaynor  was  a  pretty  old  foldier  in  1 762, 
and  had  fervcd  with  credit  in  Germany 
and  America,  but  came  here  only  as  Enfign 
in  one  of  two  new  raifed  Irifh  Regiments, 
which  were  fent  here  from  England,  at  the 
above-mentioned  period  ;  and  when  our 
General,  the  Count  la  Lippe,  at  the  con- 
ciufion  of  that  war,  formed  the  army  here 
by  his  new  regulations,  Gaynor,  rather  than 
go  home  to  flarve  on  half-pay,  accepted 
of  a  Lieutenancy  in  the  fame  Regiment, 
%g  which  I  was  then  appointed  Major ;  and 

notwith-r 


SOCIE/ty    AND    MANNERS.     71 

notwithflanding  his  having  been  flrongly 
recommended  to  the  Minifler  by  Count  la 
Lippe  when  he  left  this  country,  Gay  nor 
languiOied  for  feveral  years  after  in  the 
rank  of  a  fubaltern,  the  Minifter  not  caring, 
of  his  own  proper  motion,  to  promote  a 
man  become  fo  obnoxious  to  a  great  part 
of  the  young  Nobility,  and  hinting  as 
much  to  me  in  a  converfation  I  had  with 
him  in  1772,  when  he  appointed  me  to  the 
Regiment  I  now  command.  I,  on  that  oc- 
cafi<^n,  begged  to  know  if  my  propofmg 
Gaynor  for  my  Captain  of  Grenadiers- 
would  be  agreeable  to  him  ?  to  which  he 
anfwered,  he  would  be  very  happy  to  fee 
that  a6tive  man  promoted,  and  which  by  my 
intervention  was  then  accordingly  done; 
and  without  fuch  an  incident,  would  pro- 
bably never  have  happened.  I  foon  after 
propofed  him  for  Aggregate  Major  10  my 
Regiment,  and  have  continued  doing  fo  to 
the  prefent  Miniftry,  and  the  Secretary  of 

F  4  War 
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War  has  aftually  promifed  me,  and  to  Gay* 
nor  hirafelf,  in  the  Queen's  name,  that  he 
Ihould  have  that  commifTion,  which  how- 
ever I  never  expelled  for  him  ;  and  he  is 
now  alfo  nndeceived,  by  feeing  that  other 
perfon  promoted  before  him."  Lord  Free- 
man defired  to  know  who  was  the  other 
perfon  whofe  promotion  had  given  the 
Captain  fo  mudi  offence  ?  Bagot  rephed^ 
"  This,  my  Lord,  is  what  will  place  us  in 
a  ludicrous  and  contemptible  light ;  but. 
Sir,  it  is  the  misfortune  of  our  fitua- 
tion,  not  our  fault.  Knowing  it  to  be 
a  part  of  my  duty,  I  make -the  Regiment 
I  command  here,  attend  on  the  religi- 
ous ordinances  eftabiifhed  in  this  country, 
with  the  fame  exaftnefs  I  fhould  make 
them  go  to  church  in  England,  had  I 
the  honor  of  com.manding  Englifh  foldiers 
there.  I  am,  perhaps,  even  more  fcrupu^ 
Ipufly  pun6lual  in  this  matter,  than  many 
of  their  own  Colonels  are,  on  purpofe  to 

antici^ 
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anticipate  ever)'  fufpicion  they  may  enter- 
tain, of  any  diflPerence  in  my  own  private 
opinion  having  the  fmalleil  influence  on 
my  duty  as  an  officer  in  their  fervice  :  for 
this  reafon,  I  readily  coincided  with  a  prac- 
tice univerfally  eftablillied  in  all  the  Regi^ 
ments  of  this  fervice,  though  I  look  upon 
it  as  in  the  laft  degree  ridiculous.  You  are 
too  well  acquainted,  my  Lord,  with  Catho- 
lic countries,  not  to  know  that  there  is 
not  a  kingdom,  a  province^  a  town,  a  pa- 
rifh,  nor  even  an  individual,  efpecially  in 
Spain  and  this  country,  who  has  not  each 
his  tutelar  Saint,  Angel,  or  Guardian,  to 
whom  he  recommends  himfelf  and  his  con» 
cerns,  very  much  refembling,  and  mod 
probably  copied  from  the  Lares  and  Dii 
penates  of  the  antient  Romans.  Accord- 
ingly, there  is  not  a  Regiment  here  which 
has  not  long  ago  put  itfelf  under  the  pro- 
te6lion  of  fome  particular  Saint,  as  their 
devotion  or  attachments  di6late  to  them : 

and 
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and  when  this  Regiment  I  now  command 
was  firft  formed,  about  a  hundred  years 
ago,  it  took  St.  Anthony  of  Lifbon  for 
its  patron  and  prote6lor,  who,  foon  after, 
received  a  Captain's  commiffion  in  the 
fame,  and  has  received  the  appointments 
regularly  fever  fmce  !  which  are  employed, 
as  Well  as  two-pence  per  month,  paid  by 
every  individual  of  the  Regiment,  in  fay- 
mo;  a  ftated  number  of  Maifes  for  the  fouls 
of  all  thofe  of  it  who  die — in  celebrating 
the  feftival  of  the  Saint — 'in  fupporting  the 
Chaplains — adorning  the  Chapel,  and  de- 
fraying other  incidental  charges,  under  the 
infpeftion  of  an  officer  the  Regiment  ap- 
points for  that  purpofe — and  this  pofl  of 
Superintendent  for  St.  Anthony,  the  Major 
of  our  Regiment,  who  is  a  Nobleman 
(fidalgo)  and  a  blockhead,  has  occupied 
with  great  zeal  and  devotion  for  fome  years 
paft^  and  has  never  fmce  ceafed  teaf- 
ing  the  Court  with  memorials  and  certifi- 
cates 
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cates  of  fervices  in  favour  of  St.  Anthony, 
that  he  might  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Aggregate  Major  in  the  Regiment.  The 
late  Minifter  always  laughed  heartily  at 
fuch  memorials,  and  threw  them  among 
his  wafte  paper,  declaring,  it  was  only  ano- 
ther method  of  robbmg  the  King  of  fo 
much  more  money  per  month,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  fupporting  idle  Priefls,  procef- 
Hons  and  fuperilitions.  But,  we  have  now 
feen  that  our  pious  Queen  and  her  Minifters 
have  taken  the  affair  in  a  ferious  light,  and 
have  promoted  St.  Anthony  for  the  encou-^ 
ragement  of  fuperftition,  and  mofl  likely 
for  the  difcouragement  of  poor  Gaynor : 
at  leaft,  this  trait  relembles  fo  many  others 
which  I  know  to  have  been  praftifed,  on 
purpofe  to  difguft  Britifh  Officers,  fmce  the 
Queen's  acceilion,  that  I  am  exceedingly 
inclined  to  put  it  down  to  the  fame  ac- 
count."— Lord  Freeman  requefled  to  know, 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  fervices  St. 

Anthony 
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AntliQny  liad  performecj  in  the  Regiment, 
on  the  merits  whereof  any  argument  for  his 
farther  promotion  could  be  founded  ? 

Colonel  Bagot  took  from  his  pocket  a 
bundle  of  papers  folded  together,  which, 
when  he  had  untied  and  fpread  out,  con- 
filled  of  above  fifty  certificates,  figned  by 
diiferent  perfons  of  the  Regiment.  Thefe 
certificates  were  flitched  together,  like  a 
pamphlet  in  folio,  and  were  fluffed  with 
the  dulled  impertinencies  of  miracles  which 
St.  x\nthony  had  performed  at  the  requefls 
of  thefe  perfons — He  had  reflored  a  very 
favourite  lap-dog  to  the  Major's  Lad)^ 
which  had  been  ftolen  from  her,  and  which 
ilie  had  defpaired  of  ever  feeing  again,  till 
her  Father  Direftor  advifed  her  to  impor- 
tune St.  Anthony,  which  fiie  had  not  done 
for  above  two  days,  when  the  dog  was 
brought  back  to  her !  He  alfo  faved  a  poor 
foldier,  who  called  upon  him  when  drown-. 
ing,  as  he  pafTed  a  deep  river,  by  miracu-. 


SOCIETY    AND    MANNERS,    'jy 

loufly  throwing  a  rope  in  his  way !  Ano- 
ther had  recovered  from  the  fmall-pox, 
by  thinking  on  St.  Anthony,  and  this  after 
the  rattle  was  in  his  throat,  and  he  had 
been  given  over  by  the  Surgeon-Major  of 
the  Regiment !  In  ftiort,  another  certificate 
related,  that  a  drummer  of  the  Regiment, 
named  John,  or  Joao  Ivo  Alegre,  being  in 
bed  with  his  wife,  and  their  child  fleeping 
between  them,  when  he  waked  in  the  morn- 
ing found  a  large  fnake  (which  had  crept 
in  under  the  door  of  their  hut)  in  bed  with 
them,  fucking  his  wife's  breaf i,  while  [he 
was  faft  afleep,  with  its  tail  in  the  mouth 
of  the  child,  who  was  fucking  it  very  con- 
tentedly :  atfightof  fuch  an  extraordinary 
appearance,  the  drummer  immediately  in- 
voked St.  Anthony,  who  infpired  him  with 
prefence  of  mind  and  courage,  fufficient  to 
feize  at  once  the  head  and  tail  of  the  fer- 
•pent,  by  this  time  overloaded  with  the 
quantity  of  milk  he  had  fucked ;  and  fet- 

ting 


78  SKETCHES    OF 

ting  a  foot  upon  each,  fecured  him  from 
doing  them  any  mifchief,  till  with  his  hang- 
er, which  lay  at  his  bed's  head,  he  cut  off 
the  animal's  head,  and  mangled  it  fo  as  to 
prevent  it  from  hurting  them.  Thus  the 
man,  wife  and  child  had  a  miraculous 
efcapfe ! 

Amidft  fuch  a  multifarious  colleftion  of 
crude  abfurdities,  Mr.  Bagot  told  Lord 
Freeman  he  would  not  take  up  any  more  of 
his  time,  than  by  reading  to  him  the  Major  s 
own  certificate,  which  ferved  as  a  crown 
and  confirmation  to  all  the  others,  and  to 
eftablifh  St.  Anthony's  charafter  as  a  man 
of  honor  and  a  good  foldier ;  and,  as  fuch, 
recommending  him  to  her  Majefty,  as  a 
perfon  every  way  defer ving  her  Royal  at- 
tention, in  what  regards  his  promotion  in 
the  army.  This  certificate  was  drawn  out 
in  a  fine  hand,  and  fealed  at  bottom  with 
an  enormous  large  feal  of  the  Major's  arms. 
For  your  information,   I  fubjoin  here  a 

tranflation 
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tranflation  of  the  certificate  Colonel  Bagot 
read  to  us,  which  I  obtained  as  a  piece  too 
precious  to  be  k)fl,  or  overlooked.  It  is  as 
near  as  the  idioms  of  the  two  languages 
will  permit,  which  in  fuch  formal  deeds 
and  writings  are  confiderably  different; 
but  in  its  manner  and  form  exaftly  refem- 
bles  all  thofe  paffed  in  this  country,  which, 
as  well  as  in  Spain,  are  numberlefs,  no  man- 
ner of  publick  bulinefs,  lawfuits,  &c.  &c, 
being  carried  on  without  them,  as  thofe 
who  are  at  all  acquainted  v/ith  the  language 
and  cuftoms  of  Portugal  can  readily  atteft. 
The  tranflation  runs  as  follows  : 

"  Don  Hercules  Antonio  Carlos  Luiz 
"  Jofeph  Maria  de  Albuquerque  e  Araujo 
"  de  Magalhaens  Homem,  Nobleman  of 
"  her  MajeRy's  Houfehold,  Knight  of  the 
"  facred  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerulalem, 
'*  and  of  the  moft  illuflrious  military  Order 
"  of  Chrift,  Lord  of  theDiflricls  and  Towns 
"  of  Moncarapacho  and  Terragudo^  here- 

*'ditary 
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"  ditary  Alcaide  Mor  of  the  City  of  Faro., 
"  and  Major  of  the  Regiment  of  Infantry 
"  of  the  City  of  Lagos,  in  this  Kingdom  of 
''  Algarve,  for  her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty, 
"■  whom  God  long  preferve,  &c.  &c.  Sec. 

''  I  attefl  and  cerdfy,  to  all  who  fhall  fee 
■  ''  thefe  prefents,  written  out  by  my  com- 
^  mand,  and  fignedat  the  bottom  with  my 
*'  lign  manual^  with  the  broad  feal  of  my 
•"  Arms,  clofe  bv  mv  faid  iic^nature  and  a 
"  little  to  the  left  of  it,  that  the  Lord  St. 
"  Anthony,  otherwiie  the  great  St.  Antho- 
"ny  of  Lifbon,  (commonly  and  falfely 
"  called  of  Padua)  has  been  enlifted,  and 
"  had  a  place  in  this  Regiment,  ever  fmce 
"  the  24th  of  January,  of  the  year  of  our 
"  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  1668,  as  will  appear 
"  more  particularly  below  :  I  farther  atteft, 
""  that  the  fifty-nine  within  certificates, 
"  numbered  from  unity  up  to  the  number 
"  59,  and  with  the  cypher  of  my  name  fet 
*'  clofe  by  each  number,  do  contain  and 

"  comprehend 
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*'  comprehend  a  true  and  faithful  relation 
''  of  the  miracles  and  other  eminent  fervices 
**  the  faid  St.  Anthony  has,  at  different 
"  times,  rendered  to  and  performed  in  this 
"  Regiment,  in  confequence  of  his  having 
"  a  place  in  it,  wherein,  befides  many  other 
**  inconteflible  evidences,  I  am  confirmed, 
"  by  having  converfed  with  many  of  the 
*'  parties  now  alive,  who  received  Jiefe  fer- 
"  vices  from  the  faid  Saint :  That,  there- 
"  fore,  to  doubt  of  the  veracity  of  thefe  mi- 
"  racks,  is  as  heinous  a  crime  againft  the 
**  Holy  Ghoft,  as  to  doubt  of  any  of  the 
*'  dogmas  of  our  holy  faith,  or  of  the  mi- 
"  racks  of  Chrifl  himfelf,  the  evidences 
**  whereof  are  not  fo  flrong  and  convincing 
*^  as  thofe  in  the  prefent  inftance  before  us, 
*'  and  by  which  our  bleffed  Saviour's  own 
**  words  are  fulfilled,  when  he  told  his  dif- 
"  ciples,  that  '  after  me  fhall  come  thofe 
*'  who  fnall  do  greater  works  than  I  have 
Vol.  I.  G  "  done/ 
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**  done/  which  propheey  cleaily  pointed  t& 
*'  our  great  St.  Anthony .- 

**  I  do  farther  eertify,  upon  my  word  of 
^^  honor,  as  a  Nobleman,  a  Knight,  and  a 
*'  Catholie  Chriflian,  (as  with  God's  grace  I 
^"^  am)  what  hereunder  follows  : 

^'  That  having  read  over  and  perufed  at- 
*'  tentively  all  the  papers^  note-books,  and 
^'  regillers  of  our  Regiment,  ever  fmce  its 
"'  firft  formation,  and  having  carefully  co- 
*'  pied  out  of  the  faid  papers  every  thing  re- 
"  lating  to  the  abave-named  St.  Anthony^ 
^'  it  isde  verbo  ad  verbum  what  follows' here : 
'''  for  the  truth  of  which  I  refer  to  the  faid; 
"  books  and  papers,, lodged  in  tlie  AreMves^ 
^'^  of  our  Regiment, 

"That  on  the  24  th  of  January,  1688,  by 
"  order  of  his  Majefty  Don  Pedro  the  Se- 
"  cond,  (whom  God  has  in  glory)  then 
"  Prince  Regent  of  the  Kingdom  of  Portu- 
*^  gal,  direcled  to  the  Viceroy  of  this  King- 

^  dom 
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.*'  dom  of  Algarve,  was  St.  Anthony  enlift- 
*'  ed  as  a  private  foldier  in  this  Regiment 
*^  of  Infantry,  of  Lagos,  when  it  was  firll 
"  formed  by  command  of  the  fame  Prince ; 
*'  and  of  fuch  enhftraent  of  St.  Anthony 
"  there  was  a  regifler  formed,  which  now 
''  exifts  in  the  Firft  Volum^df  the  Regifler- 
"  book  of  the  Regiment,  foL  143.  ver.  and 
"  wherein  he  gave  for  his  Caution  and 
"  Surety  *  the  Queen  of  Angels,  who  be- 

*  The  method  of  recruiting  the  army  in  Spain  and  Portu- 

■  gal,  ic  totally  different  from  what  is  praftifed  in  England : 
each  of  the  provinces  is  divided  into  diitrifls,  and  the  Civil 

,IVlagifl:rate  of  every  diftrift  is  obliged  to  furnifh  the  number 
of  recruits  allotted  him,  whenever  called  upon  by  Govern- 
ment;  and  fuch  recruits  muft  be  the  fons  of  merchants, 
tradefraen,  peafants,  labourers,  &c.  &c.  inhabitants  of  that 
diftridl ;  and  the  father,  brother,  fome  relation,  or  other  fufii- 
cient  perfon,  is  made  refponfible  lor  each  recruit,  that  hs 
(hall  behave  well,  and  not  defert  his  colcurs ;  and  if  he  does, 
that  perfon  is  obliged  to  find  another  man  to  ferve  in  his 

.place,  for  whom  he  muft  alfo  be  anfwerable.  Thus,  ill  this 
text.  Saint  Anthony  gives  the  Virgin  Mary  for  his  Securit}':, 
as  being  the  moft  refponfible  perfon  he  could  offer  to  anfwer 

^for  his  good  behaviour, 

G  2  *'cam@ 
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"  came  anfwrerable  that  he  would  not  de- 
"  fert  his  colours,  but  behave  always  like  a 
"  good  foldier  in  the  Regiment :  And  thuis 
''  did  the  Saint  continue  to  ferve  and  do 
*'  duty  as  a  Private  in  the  Regiment,  ti!l 
**  September  the  12th,  1683,  on  v/hich  day 
**  the  fame  Prince  Regent  became  King  of 
"  Portugal,  by  the  deceafe  of  his  brother 
^'  Don  Affon^o  the  Sixth  ;  and  on  the  fame 
"  day  his  Majefiy  promoted  St.  Anthony  to 
"  the  rank  of  Captain  in  the  Regiment,  for 
"  having,  a  fliort  time,  before,  valiantly  put 
''  himfeif  at  die  head  of  a  detachment  of 
"  the  Regiment,  whicli  was  marching  from 
"  Jurumenha  to  the  garrifon  of  Oliven^a, 
"  both  in  the  province  of  the  Alentejo,  and 
'•  beat  off  a  ilrongbody  of  Callillians,  four 
"  times  the  number  of  faid  detachment, 
"  which  body  had  been  fet  in  ambudi  for 
*•  them,  with  the  intention  of  carrying 
*^  them  ail  prifoners  toBadajox,  the  enemy 

"  having. 


SOCIETY   AND    MANNERS.      85 

**  having,  by  their  fpies,  obtained  informa- 
"  tion  of  their  march. 

"  I  do  farther  certify,  that  in  all  the 
".above  papers  and  regiflers,  there  is  not 
"  any  note  of  St.  Anthony,  of  bad  beha* 
*'  viour  or  irregularity,  committed  by  him, 
"  nor  of  his  having  ever  been  flogged,  im- 
*'  prifoned,  or  any  way  punifhed  by  his 
"  Officers,  while  Private  in  the  Regiment ; 
**  That,  during  the  whole  time  he  has  been 
"  a  Captain,  now  near  a  hundred  years,  he 
"  has  conflantly  done  his  duty  with  the 
"  greateft  alacrity^  at  the  head  of  his  Com- 
*'  pany,  upon  all  occafions,  in  peace  and 
"  war,  and  ;is  fuch  has  been  feen  by  his 
"  foldiers,  times  without  number,  as  they 
"  are  all  ready  to  teflify  ;  and  in  every 
"  other  refpeft  lie  has  always  behaved  like 
"  a  Gentleman  and  an  Officer:  and  on  all 
'*  the  above-mentioned  accounts,  I  hold 
*'  him  moft  worthy  and  deferving  of  the 
'^  jank  of  Aggregate  Major  to  our  Regu  lent, 
G  3  "  md 
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^^  and  of  every  other  honour,  grace  or  fa-- 
*' vour,  her  Majefly  fhall  be  gracioufiy 
'*  pleafed  to  bellow  upon  him.  In  teftimo- 
''  ny  whereof,  I  have  hereto  figned  my 
^^name,  this  25th  day  of  March,  of  the 
*^  year  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  1777. 

(L.  S.)       ''  Magalhaens  HoMEiM;' 

You  will  be  apt  to  imagine  the  above  is 
only  caricature  ;  but  I  muft  requeft  you  to 
give  me  credit  when  I  aflure  you,  I  have 
mentioned  nothing-  but  literal  and  fober 
matter  of  fa6l ;  neither  is  any  bufinefs,  ei- 
ther here  or  in  Spain,  treated  with  more 
gravity  and  ferioufnefs  ;  nor  is  it  at  all 
furprifmg,  if  they  aft,  as  I  have  every  rea- 
fon  to  believe  they  do,  de  bonne  foi.  The 
opinion  fo  prevalent  in  England,  and  which 
is  fupported  by  many  grave  polemic  au- 
thors of  a  certam  way  of  thinking,  (who  be- 
fore they  write  ought  in  common  prudence 
to  be  better  informed)  is  evidently  falfe ;  I 

mean, 
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:fnean,  when  they  affert,  that  the  Clergy  i^ 
Cathohe  countries  knpw  better  things,  and 
keep  the  people  in  ignorance,  -only  to  have 
;fhem  the  more  in  their  power ;  at  leafl  I 
will  anfwer  for  it,  that  the  ^reateft  part  of 
the  Clergy  in  Spain  and  here,  are  upright 
in  their  intentions,  and  think  they  are  dif- 
■charging  the  duties  of  their  office,  and^  if 
.miflaken,  are  the  firll  dupes  in  thefe  coun- 
tries ;  in  which  cafe,  it  is  not  furprifing 
"that  they  lead  aftray  the  people  committed 
to  their  care. 

But  be  that  as  it  may  ;  though  I  ihoulcl 
fejoice  to  fee  the  people  here  guided  more 
i>Y  the  di6lates  of  Reafon  and  Morality,  yet 
<my  feelings  are  not  fo  intimately  interefled 
in  their  concerns  ;  but  I  confeis  they  -were 
Severely  hurt,  as  yours  will  alfo  be,  in  the 
;perufal  of  my  next.  The  late  behaviour  of 
your  Commander  in  Chief  to  Colonel  Bagot, 
is  in  every  refpecl:  without  a  fiiadow  of  ex- 
CLife.  My  attachment  to  the  glorious  Con- 
'G  4  iilitutioH 
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flkution  of  England,  and  my  wifhes  for  its 
continuance  through  a  long  fuc^eflion  of 
ages,  are  unfeigned  and  ardent ;  but  1  think 
that  will  be  impoflible,  while  your  men  in, 
power  continue  to  be  a^luated  by  principles 
To  oppofite  to  every  idea  of  patriotifm,  juf- 
tice  and  humanity,  as  you  will  find  by  my 
next  epiftle.  V/ell  may  Bagot,  whom  I 
take  to  be  a  worthy  and  deferving  Officer, 
exclaim  with  Hamlet  in  the  Play, 

Who  would  bear  the  whips  and  fcorns  of  the  times, 

=~ -The  infolence  of  Office,  and  the  fpurns 

Which  patient  Merit  of  the  Unworthy  takes  ? 

Adieu.    Yours  always,  &c.  &c. 


L  E  T* 
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L  E  T  T  E  R      VI. 

Evora,  1778. 

Dear  Brother, 

V  V  E  leave  tliis  place  to-morrow;  and 
though  I  have  pkked  up  matter  here  alfo 
for  your  entertainment,  I  muft  acquit  my- 
felf  of  what  I  promifed  in  my  laft,  before  I 
continue  the  account  of  our  journey. 

But  I  muft  previoufly  inform  you,  that 
Colonel  Bagot  is  one  of  thofe  few  unhappy 
EngliOi  Officers,  who  has  remained  in  the 
Portuguefe  fervice  ever  fince  the  campaign 
of  1 762  in  this  country,  of  which  he  now 
heartily  repents  ;  but  being  feduced  by  the 
whiilling  of  a  name,  the  profpeft  of  high 
rank,  and  the  flattering  behaviour  of  the 

Court 
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Court  to  him  at  the  beginning,  he  had  neg- 
Ie6led  to  purfue  in  time  his  promotion  ia 
the  fervice  of  his  own  country,  till  his  prof- 
l€i;s  of  fervice  there  were  made  too  late  for 
liis  re-admiffion,  upon  fuch  terms  as  he 
could  m  decency  accept :  and  by  fuch  un- 
worthy and  moft  injudicious  refufals,  I  am 

informed  Lord  A has  loft  the  fery ices 

of  fome  Officers  of  real  experience. 
-  Befor€  Colonel  Bagot  had  quite  finifhed 
reading  the  Major's  certificate^  as  men- 
S;ioned  in  my  laft,  Captain  Gaynor  came 
into  the  room,  and  told  Bagot,  that  the 
Chief  Magiftrate  of  the  place  with  fome 
other  perfons  were  come  to  pay  their  re- 
ipefts  to  him  and  his  company,  and  were 
in  the  next  apartment.  Poor  Gaynor's  paf- 
fion  was  already  fubfided,  and  he  looked 
dull  a^d  melancholy.  We  paffed  into  the 
^iiextroom,v/here  coffee  and  chocolate  were 
prefented,  and  after  fome  uninterefting  con- 
verfation  and  fulfome  compliments,  as  ufu- 
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al,  had  paffed,  the  people  from  abroad  re- 
tired ;  and  Lord  Freeman^  as  well  as  my- 
felf,  was  particularly  defirous  of  renewing 
the  converfation  with  Bagot  and  Gay  nor, 
and  of  knowing  why  they  did  not  endea- 
vour to  extricate  themfelves  from  a  fervice 
now  become  fo  difagreeable  to  them  ;  and, 
as  they  were  on  half-pay  in  England,  to 
return  to  that  of  their  own  country,  now 
that  a  French  and  American  war  required 
the  attendance  of  Officers  employed  in  fo- 
reign fervice.  Accordingly,  after  we  had 
walked  abroad  in  the  cool  of  the  evening, 
and  Lord  Freeman  had  given  direftions 
about  finding  a  boat  to  carry  us  up  the  ri- 
ver as  far  as  Mertola  next  morning,  and 
ordered  our  horfes  to  be  conduced  by  land, 
to  wait  for  us  there,  we  returned  to  Gay- 
nor's  quarters,  when  I  took  an  opportunity 
of  again  introducing  the  converfation  upon 
the  fame  fubjeft ;  and  Lord  Freeman  faid, 
lie  thought  there  would  be  little  difficulty 

in 
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in  their  being  re-admitted  into  the  fervice 
of  their  own  country,  if  they  were  ferioufly' 
to  fet  about  it.  And  though  they  would 
no  doubt  enter  in  lower  ranks  than  thofe 
they  held  here,  yet  it  was  in  every  other 
refpetl  preferable  to  the  aukward and  pre- 
carious fituation  they  were  in  at  prefent. 
Here  Gaynor  gave  a  broad  and  expreffive 
ftare  at  his  Colonel,  and  Bagot  fetching  a 
deep  fighj  addreffed  Lord  Freeman  as  fol- 
lows : 

*'  Being  perfuaded  of  your  Lordfhip's 
fmcerity,  and  that  you  will  make  no  ufe  of 
the  information  I  have  given,  or  may  give 
you,  that  will  be  detrimental  to  us,  I  (hall 
make  the  lefs  fcruple  in  fatisfying  your  cu- 
liofity,  concerning  my  own  and  Captain 
Gaynor's  attempts  to  return  to  the  fervice 
of  our  own  country,  without  fuccefs. 

"  Some  months  before  the  late  King's 
death,  General  Maclean,  a  Colonel  in  the 
Britifh  fervice,  who  commanded  the  troops 

in 
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in  Lifbon,  and  who  was  well  acquainted 
Vith  the  fituation  of  this  country,  allured 
me,  in  a  confidential  converfation  I  had 
with  him,  that  in  a  very  (hort  time  after 
that  event,  there  would  hardly  remain  a 
Britilh  Officer  in  this  fervice,  who  could  by 
any  means  get  out  of  it.;  and  he  himfelf 
was  as  adive  as  poffible  in  fulfilling  his  own 
prediftion.  In  fa6l,  the  late  King  Jofeph 
w^as  fcarce  cold  in  his  coffin,  when  it  was 
evident  the  new  adopted  fyftem  was  to  run 
e'ntirely  counter  to  that  introduced  by  the 
Marquis  of  Pombal,  who  was  immediately 
difmiffed :  the  Clergy  exulted,  and  the 
power  of  the  Church,  which  had  been  pru- 
dently reprelTed,  rcfumed  its  domineering 
influence  with  redoubled  vigour :  the  vio- 
lent  Churchmen,  backed  by  an  exhortatory 
Brief  dire6led  to  the  Queen,  from  his  Holi- 
nefs  the  prefent  Pope,  folicited  and  obtain- 
ed the  Royal  Authority,  again  to  perfecute, 
and  drag  to  the  infernal  dungeons  of  the 

naufeoiis 
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naufeous  Inquifition,  the  perfons  of  hariti- 
iefs  and  inoftenfive  individuals  ;  and  part!*- 
cularly  every  bafe  fmifter  method  was  put 

in  praftice,  to  difguft  every  Britifli  Officer 
in  the  fervice,  and  to  render  his  fituation 
difagreeable.  I  myfelf  came  in  for  my 
fhare  of  this  mean  and  unworthy  behavi- 
our, which  prudence  laid  me  under  the 
cruel  neceffity  of  putting  up  with  at  the 
time ;  and  the  hopes  of  foon  getting  out  of 

"their  fervice,  made  me  look  forward  to  the 
moment  when  I  Ihould  be  able  to  tell  them 
my  mind,  without  difguife  or  referve :  I 
therefore  applied  for  a  few  months  leave  of 
abfence  to  go  to  England,  as  did  alfo  my 
friend  Gaynor  at  the  fame  time,  who  knows 
he  was  never  much  beloved  by  them,  [here 
poor  Gaynor  could  not  help  mumbling  be- 
tween his  teeth,  *  a  fet  of  pitiful  R Is,'] 

and  we  readily  obtained  it.  You  mull 
know,  my  Lord,  it  has  always  been  an  ef- 
tabliflied  rule  in  this  wretched  fervice,  that, 

whea 
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when  an  Officer  obtains  leave  of  abrence;^ 
iie  lofes  his  appointments  during  that  time;, 
but,  as  a  piece  of  indulgence  to  Foreign! 
Officers,  the  late  Minifter  generally  order- 
ed their  appointments  to  be  paid  them  or^ 
their  apphcation,  either  before  they  went^ 
or  after  they  returned  \  and  as  neither 
Gaynor  nor  myfelf  could  boail  of  purfes 
ilrong  enough  to  fupport  a  trip  to  London,, 
and  the  expence  of  remaining  Tome  time 
there,  we  apphed  to.  the  new  Miniftry  for 
the  Ikme  indulgence^  and  were  anfweredg, 
that  her  Majefty  could  not  then  order  us- 
our  appointments,  not  knowing  how  long 
our  abfence  might  be  made  by  accidents^ 
but  that  we  might  apply  for  them  ^vhen  Xv e 
returned. 

"^  Upon  the  flrength  of  this  anfwer,  -^ve 
found  friends  enough  in  Lifton  to  furniih 
us  money  for  the  journey  ;  but  on  our  re- 
turn, experience  convinced  us  of  the  ftu- 
died  meannefs  and  malice  of  this  Jefuidca.! 

anfwer. 
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anfwer,  worthy  indeed  of  the  grovelling 
Jewifh  charafter  of  the  Marquis  of  Angeja, 
whom  his  friend  King  Peter  immediately 
employed  to  hold  the  purfe-flrings  of  the 
nation ;  but  mofl  difgraceful  to  the  crowned 
head,  in  whofe  name  it  was  given.  His 
Tiew  was  evidently  this ;  that  if,  as  he 
hoped,  we  did  not  return,  he  would  fave 
to  the  Treafury,  the  miferable  pittance  of 
money  we  would  have  carried  along  with 
us  ;  and,  if  we  did  return,  and  apply  for 
our  appointments,  he  would  then  have  a 
defirable  opportunity  of  mortifying  us  by  a. 
flat  refufal,  as  it  aftually  happened. 

"  We  proceeded  however  to  London, 
flattered  with  the  foothing  hopes  of  once 
more  putting  on  aBritifh  uniform ;  and  find-; 
ing  on  our  arrival,  that  ibme  other  Officers 
from  Portugal  had  been  already  admitted, 
our  expeftations  became  the  more  fanguine, 
though  confcious  we  were  both  unaflilled 
by  friends  or  interell  of  any  kind;    we 

were 
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were  however  properly   introduced  and 

prefented  to  Lord  A ,  by  a  General 

Officer  to  whom  we  were  both  well  known. 
His  Lordlhip  feemed  attentive,  while  I  ex- 
plained my  fituation  to  him — in  hopes  of 
intereiling  him  the  more  in  our  favour,  I 
.firft,  and  I  now  find  fooliflily,  began  by  de-  • 
fcribing  to  him,  the  fad  dilemma  to  which 
the  Britifh  Officers  in  this  fervice  were 
reduced,  by  the  unworthy  behaviour  of 
the  Court :  I  then  laid  before  him  a  ftate 
of  my  fer vices  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,  during  the  laft  war,  that  I  was  then 
an  old  Lieutenant  in  the  33d  Regiment ; 
and  I  (hewed  him  a  Commiffion  I  had  of 
the  rank  of  Captain  in  the  Army  ever  fmce 
1761  :  I  then  told  him,  that,  as  I  was  ftill  in 
a  condition  to  ferve  for  many  years,  I 
hoped  he  would  not  think  me  unreafonable 
in  pretending  to  come  in  with  the  rank  of 
a  Field  Officer  ;  or,  if  that  was  impraftica- 
ble,  at  leaft  with  that  which  I  had  in  the 
Vol.  I,  H  army 
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army  fo  many  years  before.  Captain  Gay - 
nor  likewife  explained  his  pretenfions,  and 
he  defired  us  both  to  call  in  a'  few  days  on 

'his  Secretary  Mr.  M ,  who  was  then 

ftanding  at  his  elbow,  and  who  would  give 
us  the  King's  definitive  anfwer. 

*•'  We  accordingly  attended  the  Secreta- 
ry, as  may  be  well  fuppofed  with  a  good  deal 
of  anxiety,  mixed  w^ith  hopes  and  fears, 
which  alternately  elated  and  depreffed  our 
fpirits,  and  found  him,  like  moft  other  men 
in  publick  office,  fupercilioufly  at  his  eafe, 
infenfible  and  callous  to  the  feelings  and 
diftreffes  of  others  :  without  enquiring  into 
any  thing  of  the  particular  circumflafices 
"which  had  engaged  us  in  the  fervice  of 
Portugal,  he  began  with  an  exordium  of 
*^ufe  againfl  the  Nation  in  general,  ufing 
many  indecent  epithets,  which  however 
too  nearly  fuit  their  real  chara6ler :  he  faid, 
lie  was  furprifed  how  any  Gentlemen  of  the 
fmalleft  capacity  or  reflection,  could  be 
kiduced  to  throw  away  their  time  among 

liich 
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fuch  a  fet  of  mifcreants,  and  that  it  was 
enough  to  run  over  their  hiflory  ever  fmce 
their  acclamation  of  King  John  the  Fourth, 
to  fee  that,  as  often  as  England  had  run 
into  their  afliflance,  and  faved  the  defpica- 
ble  family  of  Bragan^a  from  deflru6lion,  fo 
often  had  the  Englifh,  and  generally  all 
Foreign  Officers  in  their  fervice,  been  re- 
warded  by  the  Portuguefe  with  infolence 
and  bad  ufage  ;  for  that  they  were  a  nation 
fo  loft  in  every  mean  and  unmanly  vice, 
that  they  were  incapable  of  putting  on 
even  the  appearance  of  honefty  or  virtue— » 
that  we,  in  particular,  were  egregioufly 
miftaken,  if  we  imagined  that  any  rank  or 
high-founding  titles  we  had  obtained  a- 
mons:  them  would  be  of  the  fmalleft  avail 
to  US  on  the  prefent  occafion,  of  re-enter- 
ing into  the  Britilh  fervice.  Then  addreff- 
inff  himfelf  to  me,  he  faid,  he  had  it  in  com- 
mand  from  Lord  A — —  to  acquaint  me^ 
that  his  Majefty  having  adopted  the  unal- 
H  2  terabk 
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terable  refolution  of  not  admitting  any 
Officers  from  half-pay  into  the  fervice, 
tvhatever  their  former  rank  might  have 
been,  unlefs  they  came  in  again  with  only 
Subalterns  rank,  he  was  particularly  forry, 
on  my  account,  that  I  could  be  admitted 
on  no  other ;  and  that,  if  I  chofe  to  accept 
of  it,  he  would  do  every  thing  in  his  power 
to  obtain  for  me  the  former  rank  I  had  in  the 
fervice  as  foon  after  as  polTible.  And  turn- 
ing to  Gaynor,  he  told  him  very  plainly, 
that  there  were  fuch  numberlefs  applications 
for  Enfigncies  in  the  army  at  prefent,  fup- 
ported  by  intereft  on  one  hand,  and  money 
on  the  other,  that  Lord  A—- —  could  not 
take  it  upon  him  to  give  him  any  encou- 
ragement in  his  application,  as  he  under- 
j[lood  he  was  unaffifled  with  either.  I  then 

aiked  Mr.  M if  we  were  to  confider 

the  prefent  as  Lord  A 's  definitive  an- 

fwer  ?  He  immediately  replied,  that  moft 
certainly ;  and  that  a  thoufand  future  ap- 
plications 
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plications  would  produce  no  other.     We 

then  took  our  leave  of  Mr.  M ,  in  fuch 

a  condition,  as  may  be  eafier  felt  than  ex- 
prefled  ;  and,  at  parting,'!  took  the  liberty 
to  tell  him,  that,  had  it  been  poffible  for 
me  to  have  fpoken  with  the  King  himfelf,  I 
could  not  perfuade  myfelf  he  would  have 
fent  an  Officer  of  charafter,  and  of  fo 
many  years  (landing,  from  his  prefence 
with  fuch  an  unjufl  and  ungenerous  an- 
fwer. 

^*  Next  day  I  waited  on  the  Portuguefe 
Envoy,  now  in  London,  though  utterly 
unknown  to  him,  and  having  only  heard  a 
great  charafter  of  him  frpm  feveral  Officers 
who  had  known  him  in  the  army  here.  I 
laid  my  whole  fituation  freely  before  him ; 
and  I  mufl  confefs  his  friendfhip  and  gene- 
rofity  did  not  deceive  my  expe6latioris  : 
nay,  I  will  fay  more,  the  chara^ler,  the 
conduft  and  fentiments  of  that  excellent 
perfoHj  feem  in  fome  fiiape  fufficient  to 
H  3  compeu*. 
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compenfate  for  the  rooted  and  native  bafe* 
nefs  of  a  great  number  of  his  countrymen, 
he  fo  httle  refembles.  Where  he  imbibed 
thofe  fentiments  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay. 
There  are  fome  very  refpeHable  charafters 
produced  in  every  country  ;  but  this  I  will 
be  bold  to  affirm,  that  their  number  in  this 
country  bears  no  proportion  to  thofe  of  an 
oppolite  flamp,  nay,  is  fo  fmall,  that  it 
may  be  confidered  as  next  to  nothing ! — ■ 
But  to  continue  ;  the  worthy  Envoy,  before 
he  would  permit  me  to  return  hither,  and 
without  telling  me  a  word  of  it  till  done^ 
made  frelh  applications  in  my  favour  in 
London,  without  any  manner  of  effed; 
and  on  many  occafions  I  had  of  converhng 
with  him,  reprobated,  in  the  mofl  pointed 
terms,  the  condu6l  of  his  country  to  the 
Foreign,  and  efpecially  to  the  Britifh  Offi- 
cers ;  faid,  that  the  Queen  piuft  have  loft 
■Jier  fenfes,  [que  la  Reine  avoit  perdue  VEfs 
frit)  fo^  (he  feemed  to  pitch  upon  the  beft 
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OfEcers  on  puipofe  to  difgufl  them,  and 
snake  them  quit  the  fervice ;  that  hardly 
any  now  remained  who  could  better  thcm- 
felves,except  fomem-ean  mercenary  wretch- 
es, who  fold  their  confciences  for  a  bit  of 
bread,  and  pretended  to  turn  Catholics,  to 
flatter  the  humour  of  a  foolifh  and  fuper- 
flitious  Court.  Thefe  things,  he  added, 
pierced  him  to  the  heart,  feeing  them  exr 
pofe  themfelves  to  the  contempt  of  ail  Eu- 
rope, at  tlie  very  moment  every  other 
nation  was  intent  on  reducing  the  over- 
grown power  of  the  Church,  and  keeping 
the  infolent  and  troublefome  Clergy  withiu 
the  proper  limits  of  authority :  inftead  of 
which,  in  Liiboo,  they  were  throwing  more 
power  into  the  hands  of  thofe  Incendiaries, 
w]iofe  wretched  difputes  and  intrigues  had 
[o  often  deluged  Europe  with  blood :  and 
what  (he  faid)  added  greatly  to  his  vexa- 
tion, was  to  be  a  fpeftator  of  thefe  crying 
^ufes,  without  having  it  in  his  power  to 
H  4  prevexit 
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prevent  them  ;  that  he  would  mofl  willing-' 
ly  write  to  Lifbon  in  my  favour,  knowmg 
how  hardly  I  had  been  treated  both  there- 
and  in  London,  but  he  was  fenfible  that, 
as  the  Court  then  Hood  affefted,  his  letters 
would  be  of  no  fervice  to  me,  and  might 
moil  probably  hurt  himfeif ;  he  could  there- 
fore  do  no  more  for  the  prefent,  than  wifh 
us  a  fafe  voyage  back  to  Portugal,  recom- 
mending to  us  that  neceffary  degree  of  pa- 
tience fo  ufefui  in  fuch  a  fituation. 

"  And  thus,  my  Lord,  hither  we  are  but 
very  lately  returned  from  England,  as  you 
may  fuppofe,  in  no  very  agreeable  circum- 
ftances,  finding  the  proffer  of  our  fervices 
rejefted  in  our  native  land,  our  perfons 
dilliked,  and  our  fervices  undervalued  and 
neg!e6led,  in  the  country  where  we  are 
obliged  to  remain  for  a  fcanty  fubfiilence, 
with  hardly  any  other  profpeft  before  us, 
but  that  of  drudsino;  on  in  the  fame  condi- 
tipn ;  nor  any  other  hope  of  relief,  but  the 
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diftant  and  uncertain  one  of  fome  change 
in  our  favour,  either  in  the  adminiflration 
of  this  country  or  in  England ;  which,  con^ 
fidering  the  fhortnefs  and  uncertainty  of 
life,  will,  mofl  probably,  when  it  happens, 
arrive  too  late." 

Good  night,  dear  Charles!  I  amjuft  go^ 
ing  to  bed,  though  rather  early,  as  we  fet 
put  alfo  early  in  the  morning.     Adieu  0 


LET. 


*dS  sketches  of 


LETTER    VIL 


Villa  Vi^ozaj  1778. 


Dear  Brother, 


HOUGH  I  think  I  might  fafely  leave 
you  to  make  your  own  refle6lions  upon  the 
contents  of  my  laft,  yet,  as  a  profeflional 
man,  who  feels  the  indecent  behaviour  of 
your- Commander  in  Chief  to  the  two  brave 
Officers  mentioned,  much  more  home  than 
you  can  poHibly  do,  I  cannot  help  obferv- 
ing,  that  when  Officers  of  real  experience 
are  thus  neglefted,  and  when  pitiful  paltry 
Intereft  (huts  up  all  other  avenues  of  pre- 
ferment in  England,  (as  I  have  fo  often 
heard  it  affirmed  in  Spain)  their  enemies 
will  have  but  little  to  fear  from  an  army 

•    fo 
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fo  compofed.  As  for  the  pretence  of  the 
unalterable  refolution  the  King  is  faid  to 
have  laid  down,  and  which  was  made  ufe 
of  to  Colonel  Bagot  as  a  reafon  for  non- 
admiffion,  it  is  an  infult  and  mockery 
upon  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind,  and 
totally  unworthy  of  ferious  confideration ; 
for,  if  adhered  to,  it  is  doing  no  more  nof 
lefs,  than  if  the  King  were  to  tell  Colonel 
Bagot,  ■'  It  is  very  true.  Sir,  and  1  acknow* 
ledge  that  you  are  an  Officer  of  talents  and 
experience — I  know  you  have  ferved  me 
faithfully  both  in  Germany  and  America^ 
and  that  you  are  at  this  moment  in  a  con- 
dition to  ferve  me  much  more  ufefully  and 
honourably  than  great  numbers  of  unexpe- 
rienced young  men,  who  know  nothing  of 
their  duty,  who  have  never  feen  fervice, 
and  whom  I  am  daily  promoting  neverthe- 
lefs  to  the  ranks  of  Captain,  Major,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  whofe  time  of 
|e?-vice,  fuch  as  it  has  been,  is  nothing  in 

comparifon 
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comparifon  to  yours  :  yet,  having  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  my  Secretary  at  War 
and  of  my  Commander  in  Chief,  laid  down 
the  above-mentioned  rule,  in  order  to  in- 
creafe  their  patronage  and  furnifh  them 
with  more  ample  means  of  doing  injuftice 
to  Officers  of  real  merit,  who  have  nothing 
but  that  paltry  confideration  for  their  pro- 
teftion,  I  am  refolved  to  adhere  to  it  with- 
out exception,  to  deprive  Tiiyfelf  (I  am  forry 
for  it)  of  your  fervices,  which  I  am  con- 
fcious  would  be  exceedingly  ufeful  to  me, 
efpecially  at  this  prefent  junfture,  and  jyozi 
of  what  is  fairly  your  right  and  due,  by  do- 
ing you  fuch  a  flagrant  piece  of  injuftice." 

— Now,  is  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  there 

exifts  a  crowned  Head  at  this  moment  in 
Europe,  who  by  his  a£lions  would  author 
rife  fuch  reafoning  ?  and  among  them  all, 
fhall  George  the  Third  of  Great-Britain 
be  he  ?  No !  I  will  never  believe  it ;  and  it 
Js  iniich  rnore  natural  and  reafonable  to 

fuppofe^j 
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fuppofe,  that  his  confidence  has  been  abufed 
by  intercfled  and  unprincipled  fervants,  as 
it  happens  to  every  King  in  Europe  but 
one,  who  never  puts  it  in  their  power  to 
deceive  him  :  finally,  it  is  exa6lly  faying;, 
"  Being  confcious  that,  by  the  partiality  of 
the  promotions  in  the  Ariny,  many  Offi- 
cers of  merit  and  fervices  have  been  over- 
looked and  negle6led,  and  that  they  labour 
under  the  fevered:  hardihips  and  grievances 
on  that  account ;  now  that  thefe  circum- 
ftances  are  come  to  my  knowledge,  I  am 
refolved,  by  rigoroufiy  adhering  to  the 
above  unjuil  and  wanton  rule,  to  put  it  for 
ever  out  of  my  own  power  to  redrefs  them." 
' Believe  me,  it  was  not  by  fuch  unwar- 
rantable behaviour  to  foJdiers  of  fortune, 
that  England  rofe  in  former  days,  to  that 
high  pitch  of  military  fame  from  which  (lie 
is  now  defcending  with  fuch  rapidity. 

We  found  it  impoUible  to  decide  v/ithin 
ourfelves,  whether  our  friendfiiip,  our  ef- 

teem. 
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teem,  or  our  fympathy,  for  the  two  worthy 
Officers,  had  the  predominance.  Lord  Free- 
man, as  the  fpokefman  on  our  part,  thanked 
Colonel  Bagot  particularly,  for  all  the  in- 
formation he  had  given  us,  declared  it  was 
fo  much  the  more  agreeable  to  him,  as  he 
had  not  formed  the  fmalleft  expeQation  of 
being  entertained  in  this  country  fo  much 
to  his  faiisfaftion ;  and  faid,  that,  if  he 
fhould  have  the  good  fortune  of  making 
fuch  valuable  acquaintance  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  country  he  propofed  vifiting, 
he  (liould  have  reafon  to  applaud  the  refo- 
lution  he  had  formed,  of  taking  a  tour  in 
Portugal ;  for  he  is  not  of  the  fentiment 
of  thofe  travellers,  whofe  principal  obje6l 
is  to  pleafe  the  eye  with  the  fight  of  fine 
buildings,  beautiful  landfcapes,  or  lofty 
mountains ;  nor  of  thofe  who  pay  much 
attention  to  what  or  when  they  eat  or 
drink,  or  w^here  they  flept :  the  inveftiga- 
tion  of  men,  not  of  things,  is  his  aim  ;  and 

a  competent 
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a  competent  knowledge,  he  thinks,  it  (houid 
he  the  traveller's  firft  ftudy  to  acquire  oF 
the  language  of  the  people  he  is  among, 
their  political,  military  and  ecclefiallical 
government,  the  happy  or  miferable  con- 
dition of  the  great  body  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  of  the  caufes  producing  the  effefts  un- 
der his  conhderation,  together  with  a  pro- 
per notion  of  thehiftoiy  of  the  country  ai^d 
of  the  prefent  Rate  of  Literature,  of  Com- 
merce and  of  the  Arts  and  Sciences,  as  cul- 
tivated among  them  :  he  told  them,  he  was 
but  a  poor  Captain  for  the  prefent,  though 
the  eldeil  fon  of  a  very  rich  man  in  Eng- 
land ;  wifhed  moll  earneilly  it  were  in  his 
power  to  be  of  any  fort  of  fervice  to  two 
Gentlemen  for  w^hom  he  had  fuch  a  real 
regard  and  eileem  ;  and,  after  repeated  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  very  hofpitable 
reception  we  had  met  with,  we  took  an  af- 
feftionate  leave  of  thefe  two  worthy  Hiber- 
nians. 
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nlans,  who  were  alfo  both  very  fenfibly  af-^ 
fefted  at  parting  with  us. 

We  embarked  about  two  o'clock  the 
next  morning,  as  the  tide  then  ferved  to 
cany  us  up  the  river,  and  arrived  at  Mer- 
tola,  a  place  of  note  in  former  times,  the 
Myrtillis  Julia  of  the  Romans  ;  but  now 
fuch  a  miferable-looking  place,  that  we 
immediately  mounted  our  horfes,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey,  upon  a  new-made 
road,  for  the  mofl  part  excellent,  but  fo 
overgrown  with  brambles  and  other  weeds, 
that  in  fome  parts  it  was  with  difficulty  we 
could  get  along.  After  travelling  fome 
hours,  we  {topped  and  opened  our  flores  to 
take  fome  refrefhment,  and  then  continu- 
ing five  leagues  more,  "  we  arrived  at 
night  heartily  tired,  at  the  city  of  Beja, 
the  Pax  Julia  of  the  Antients,  from 
whence  two  of  my  letters  to  you  were 
dated. 

We 
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We  found  however  nothing  at  this  Pax 
Julia  to  draw  our  particular  attention,  ex* 
clufive  of  its  fituation  raifed  upon  an  emi- 
nence, in  the  midft  of  an  extenfive  plain, 
which  might  eafily  be  converted  into  a  fine 
fertile  country,  but  which  lies  a  dreary 
uncultivated  wafle,  owing  pofitively  to  the 
want  of  inhabitants,  and  to  the  indolence 
of  thofe  few  who  cultivate  the  earth,  by 
fcratchins;  the  furface  of  it  in  a  few  fmall 
fpots,  which  appeared  at  vaft  diftances 
from  each  other  in  the  midft  of  a  brown 
and  fruitlefs  heath.  Here  the  young  Prieft, 
John  Carlos,  was  of  great  ufe  to  us,  by 
converfing  with  the  peafants,  whom  we 
found  furprilingly  courteous  and  ready  to 
give  us  any  information  required  •,  and 
ftruck  me  the  more,  as  the  Spaniih  peafants 
are  in  general  remarkable  for  the  very  op- 
polite  difpolition,  being  haughty,  rude  and 
brutal  to  ftrangers.  We  learned  from  the 
peafants,  that  the  new  road  we  travelled 

Vol.  I,  I  ©ver 
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over  from  Mertola,  liad  been  made  by  or- 
der of  the  Marquis  of  Pombal,  on  occafion 
of  his  building  the  new  town  in  the  Algarve, 
to  facihtate  the  tranfportation  of  goods  to 
the  interior  country,  and  that  it  had  been 
done  by  Corvee,  or  by  obhging  the  peafants 
at  the  diftanee  of  eight  or  ten  leagues  round, 
to  come  and  work  upon  the  road,  at  their 
ov/n  expence,  and  v/ithout  any  fort  of  gra- 
tification from  Government,  and  that  it  ne- 
ver had  been,  and  they  hoped  never  would, 
be  of  any  ufe.  We  were  informed  here  alfo^ 
that  confumptive  people  come  fromLifbon, 
to  breathe  the  pure  air  of  this  place,  in  the 
fame  manner  they  are  fent  from  England 
to  Lifbon  on  the  fame  account. 

At  Evora,  I  was  favoured  w^th  yours 
dated  from  Richmond,  (where  you  fay  you 
have  been  to  pafs  a  few  days  by  invitation) 
which  was  remitted  me  by  our  correfpon- 
dent  at  Lilbon,  and  I  am  very  happy  to 
find,  that  }^ou  do  not  prefs  me  on  the  ar- 
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tide  of  returning  fo  quickly  to  England  as 
you  mentioned  at  firft ;  for  if  you  did,  I 
ftiould  be  laid  under  the  neceflity,  either  of 
not  complying  with  your  inclinations,  a 
circumftance  which  would  diflrefs  me 
greatly,  or  I  fhould  lofe  the  fatisfaclion  of 
a  mod  agreeable  and  inllruftive  party  here, 
which  I  fhould  now  quit  with  the  mod  fen- 
fible  regret.  I  find  my  efteem  and  value 
for  Lord  Freeman  increafe,  in  proportion  as 
I  become  better  acquainted  with  him,  and 
we  are  both  unanimous  in  admiring  the  ca- 
pacity and  quick  parts  of  the  young  Pried 
we  have  in  our  company,  and  the  eager 
defire  with  which  he  feems  to  catch  at  every 
occalion  of  obtaining  inftruftion  and  infor- 
mation ;  fo  that,  perhaps,  there  never  were 
three  people,  met  together  by  accident; 
who  concurred  more  perfeclly  in  their  pur- 
fuits,  humours  and  difpofitions, 

Before  I  ftir  abroad  here,   I  fit  down 

to    anfwer    your    letter,    and    to    give 

I  2  you 
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you  fome  account  of  our  adventures  at 
Evora. 

I  cannot  help  remarking  the  fmgularky 
of  your  friendly  advice  to  me,  and  at  the 
fame  time  how  very  ineon-Sflent  it  is  with 
what  has  hitherto  been  the  tenor  of  your 
own  behaviour  in  that  refpecl ;  and  I  leave 
you  to  judge,  which  of  us  two'  either  has 
been,  ox  now  is,  m  the  bed  fituation  to 
think  of  marriage ;  I,  a  poor  Captain  in 
the  Spanifn  fervice,  attached  to  a  Regiment 
every  year  changing  quarters,  and  fubje6^ 
to  fevere  and  tedious  marches,  through  hot 
daily  plains  and  uninhabited  provinces^ 
one  year  frcm  Barcelona  to  Malaga,  the 
next,  from  Malaga  to  Burgos,  from  thence 
again  to  Corunna  and  Ferrol,  and  from- 
Ferrol  to  Cadiz,  above  fix  hundred  Engliflj: 
miles  at  a  ilretch,  with  neither  poft-chaifes 
nor  Englifli  inns  upon  the  road,  but  only 
furnifned,  at  the  expence  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  with  the  powerful  afiiflance  of  a 

eouple 
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couple  of  (burros)  jack-afTes,  to  tranfport 
my  perfon,  my  baggage  and  my  dear  dul- 
cinea,  if  I  were  married,  as  you  would 
have  me — or  you,  my  dear  brodier,  who 
have  been  fo  many  years  in  a  tip-top  way 
in  Londoru  roiling  in  money  and  with  the 
world  flowing  upon  you,  fo  as  not  only  to 
fupply  every  wifh  and  want  of  your  own^ 
hut  alfo  to  enable  you  to  behave,  as  you 
have  done  to  mej  widi  fucli  unexampled 
friendfliip  and  generofity. 

You  need  be  under  no  apprehenfion,  of 
my  having  contra6led  any  ferious  engage^ 
ment  in  Spain ,;  for  ,tJiough  with  the  help 
of  youth,  ^a  fcarlet  Goat,  and  a  figure  I  ima- 
gine not  difadvantageous,  I  have  had  many 
opportunities  of  paying  court  to  the  Spanifh 
ladies,  and  think  them  exceeding  lively  and 
agreeable,  witty  and  cheerful,  even  to  a  de- 
gree which  little  agrees  with  die  chara61e^ 
xiftical  gravity  of  the  nation  ;  yet  matri- 
■piony  is  a  bufmefs,  which  has  never  yet  en- 
I  3  grofi^d 
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grofled  my  thoughts  for  a  moment,  what* 
ever  may  happen  henceforward,  now  that 
I, have  fo  near  a  profpeft  of  fpending  the 
reft  of  my  days  in  the  bofom  of  fweet  lerne, 
where  I  fondly  imagine  I  {hall  be  m.ore  apt 
to  catch  the  flame  from  Irifh  beauty,  than 
from  any  other  whatever,  not  excepting 
even  your  London  ladies,  if  what  you  fay 
of  their  prefent  mode  of  education  be  true, 
which  I  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  of.  If 
fathers  and  mothers  can  reconcile  it  to 
their  confciences,  to  educate  their  daughter^ 
in  the  ignorance  of  every  thing  but  diffipa- 
tion,  extravagance  and  drefs,  what  mufi 
they  expeft  but  to  fee  them  turn  out  jilts  or 
ftrumpets,  whether  married  or  not  ?  and 
defpifed  and  diiiiked,  at  beft,  for  their  igno-. 
ranee,  idlenefs  and  imperimence,  by  every 
man  of  fenfe  v/ith  whom  they  are  con? 
nefted  ? 

At  Evora  we  put  up  at  a  tolerable  inn, 

I  mean  when  compared  to  moll  others  of 

♦  thi^ 
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this  country  :  this  city  was  the  Liberalitas 
JuHa  of  the  Romans,  the  birth-place  of  the 
famous  Viriatus,  as  the  Portuguefe  authors 
inform  us,  and,  for  fome  time,  the  refi- 
dence  of  Sertorius,  after  he  was  profcribed 
by  Sylla  at  Rome,  and  had  raifed  a  rebel- 
lion in  Spain :  the  country  about  it  is  cover- 
ed  with  vineyards,  interfperfed  with  corn- 
fields, and  there  (lands  without  the  walls 
a  large  Carthufian  Convent  called  Scala 
Cceli,  or  the  Ladder  of  Heaven  ;  here  a 
number  of  felf-devoted^  gloomy  enthufiaRs 
lead  a  voluntary  life  of  abftemious  aiid  un^ 
availing  infipidity,  which  by  a  little  cuf»- 
tom  Iboi^  becomes  habitual,  and  of  no 
manner  of  coercion  upon  them,  while  the 
rigid  and  edifying  appearance  of  fuch  afce? 
lick  virtue  fometimes  fluns  the  refleftion 
even  of  thinking  men,  and  imprints  for 
thefe  reclufes,  in  the  opinion  of  the  vulgar, 
an  attachment  and  refpe6l  little  (liort  of 
wtot  would  be  afcribed  to  them  after 
I  ^  obtaining 
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obtaining    the  long  wifhed-for    Apothe* 
ofis. 

As  Lord  Freeman  had  been  taken  ill  upon 
the  road  to  E-^ora,  owing,  as  we  fuppofed, 
to  fomething  improper  he  had  eaten,  and 
which  put  his  (lomach  confiderably  out  of 
order,  and  could  not  fafely  venture  out  the 
iiext  day,  John  Carlos  and  myfelf  kept  him 
company  till  towards  evening,  when  we 
walked  to  the  Great  Square,  which  is  near- 
ly in  the  middle  of  the  city,  and  at  the  foot 
of  an  eminence,  on  which  the  cadle  (lands  : 
there  we  obferved  the  fame  appearance  of 
floth,  languor  and  poverty  ;  and  as  we  ad- 
vanced into  the  Square,  and  were  remarking 
the  dark  and  gloomy  fituation  of  the  fnops 
under  long  deep  arches,  young  John  Carlos 
was  furprifed  by  an  old  PriefL  running  up 
to  him  and  taking  him  in  his  arms,  and 
more,  at  his  addrefTing  him  in  Englifh, 
though  with  an  accent  in  his  pronunciation, 
'V^hich  readily  direded  the  hearer  to  guef^ 
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at  what  had  been  his  native  country.  John 
Carlos  quickly  recoUefted  having  feen  him 
the  year  before  in  Lifbon,  when  he  came 
there  on  account  of  the  new  Government, 
to  kifs  the  Kinff  and  Oiieen's  Confefibrs' 
hands,  and  to  beg  the  flwour  of  their  coun- 
tenanceand  prote8:ion.  Do6tor  Butler  (for 
that  was  his  name)  offered  v'^ry  frankly  to 
accompany  us,  and  fhew  every  thing  worth 
notice  in  or  about  the  city  ;  but  obferving 
it  was  then  rather  late,  and  that  we  could 
fatisfy  our  curlofity  much  better  the  next 
morning,  when  he  would  be  ready  to  wait 
on  us,  we  agreed  to  his  propofai,  provided 
he  would  favour  us  with  his  company  at 
our  inn ;  to  which,  after  fome  civil  alterca- 
tion, he  confented.  We  returned  with  him 
to  tlie  inn,  where  Lord  Freeman,  who  was 
now  pretty  well  recovered,  took  care  to 
thank  the  Doctor  for  the  pleafure  of  his 
company,  and  us  for  bringing  him.  The 
Poftor,  who  was  well  known  in  Evora, 

where 
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where  he  lived  for  above  thirty  years,  was 
Prefident  of  the  Irifh  College  eflabiiihed 
there  in  the  reign  of  King  Peter  the  Second 
for  the  education  of  young  fludents  from 
Ireland,  who  (hould  afterwards  return  as 
MifTionaries,  to  fupport  the  good  old  caufe 
in  their  own  country  ;  but  as  the  rents 
which  fupported  the  College  had  been  mofl- 
ly  alienated,  or  withdrawn,  under  various 
pretexts,  during  tlie  late  Adminiftration, 
die  eilabliihrnent  had  been  almoil  aban- 
doned, infomuch,  that  fnice  the  war  in 
Portugal  of  1762,  not  a  (ludent  had  been 
educated  there,  the  Do£lor  alone  being  per- 
mitted to  enjoy  his  fcanty  income,  which, 
with  the  affiftance  of  the  Mafles  he  faid, 
ferved  barely  to  fupport  him. 

The  good  old  man  (for  fuch  he  really 
appeared  to  us)  feemed  delighted  with  this 
opportunity  of  meeting  with  any  ..of  his 
countrymen,  for  he  had  philanthropy 
enough  to  conficler  Englilli  and  Iriili  as 

the 
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the  fame,  and  was  exceedingly  taken  with 
Lord  Freeman's  manner,  to  whom  he  chief- 
ly direcied  his  difcourfe.  As  we  were  fit- 
ting  down  to  fupper,  the  Doclor  called  the 
obfequious  landlord,  and  delivering  him  a 
key,  ordered  him  to  go  to  his  College,  and 
defire  his  fervant  to  brin^  him  a  double 
flafl<^  of  his  beft  wine,  immediately  adding, 
^'  for  I  know  the  four  trafh  you  keep  in  the 
houfe  is  not  fit  for  thefe  Gentlemen  to 
clnnk."  The  landlord  went,  and  foon  re- 
turned v/ith  the  Doclor's  fervant  beariDs: 
Xhe  flafl-^  under  his  arm.  AVe  fupped,  and 
talked  of  a  variety  of  things,  told  the  Doc- 
tor of  our  fcheme  of  vifiting  the  Frontiers, 
^nd  of  our  going  to  Elvas  with  a  recom- 
mendatory letter  which  Colonel  Bagot  had 
given  us  to  the  Governor  >  we  then  tailed 
jhis  wine,  which  v/e  found  greatly  fuperior 
to  any  we  had  yet  drank  in  the  country, 
and  begged  to  know  where  he  procured  it  ? 
file  Dodor  feemed  much  pjeafed  that  we 

liked 
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liked  his  wine,  and  faid,  that  as  poor  an 
Ecclefiaftic  as  he  was,  he  had  always  a  few 
pipes  of  it  in  his  cellar,  and  that  he  had  all 
the  wine  for  his  own  drinking  made  by  his 
particular  direftions,  in  whicli  confifled 
whatever  difference  we  had  remarked  be- 
tween it  and  the  other  wines  of  the  country, 
and  wiilied  heartily  it  were  in  his  power  to 
convey  fome  of  it  to  his  good  friends  in  Ire- 
land. Lord  Freeman  took  that  opportunity- 
to  fill  a  bumper  to  their  healths,  not  for- 
getting the  Doftor's  own.  The  old  man's 
ej^es  lightened  up  on  the  occalion,  and  he 
alked  his  Lordfhip  if  he  had  ever  been  in 
Ireland  ?  to  which  he  replied^  he  never  had, 
but  propofed  vifiting  it  with  attention  and 
care  as  foon  as  pofiible.  The  Do6lor  faid, 
that,  though  it  was  now  near  forty  years 
finee  he  had  fet  a  foot  in  his  native  coun^ 
try,  yet,  Heaven  was  his  witnefs,  that  he 
llili  continued  to  fend  up  his  daily  and  fer- 
vent prayers  for  her  happmefs  and  prof- 

perity; 
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verity;  that  he  knew  very  well  how  hb 
countrymen  were  going  on,  for  that  he  had 
fome  friends  in  Dublin  who  fent  him  every 
fix  months,  whole  packets  of  their  maga- 
zines and  newfpapers,  by  the  (hips  to  Lif- 
bon  or  St.  Ubes,  and  that  his  great  amufe- 
ment  in  his  retreat  was  the  perufal  of  thefe 
papers,  after  daily  fulfilling  the  duties  of 
his  pTofeflion  ;  that  he  was  exceedingly 
happy  to  find  them  advancing  in  improve- 
ments, and  particularly  to  learn  that  the 
noxious  fpirit  of  rancour  and  jealoufy  be- 
tween the  profeflbrs  of  the  old  and  new  re- 
ligion was  now  almod  extinguidied  and 
forgotten,  which  promifed  the  mod  per- 
manent benefits  to  the  nation ;  and  that 
nothing  delighted  him  fo  much  as  to  fee 
Chriflians  of  every  denomination,  worfhip- 
ping  God  in  the  manner  they  fmcerely  be- 
lieved the  moil  acceptable  to  him,  and  clofe- 
ly  embracing  each  other  in  the  bonds  of  uni- 
verfal  charity,  benevolence  and  love.    We 

v/er-? 
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were  agreeably  ftruck  Y.Hith  this  jufl  and  li- 
bera} obfervation^  where  we  fo  iktie  expeft- 
ed  to  meet  with  it.  Lord  Freeman  continued 
the  converfation  till  it  was  late,  and  became 
fo  much  the  more  pleafed  with  the  Doctor's 
company  ;  and  as  he  had  {till  many  quef- 
tions  to  afl^  him,  and  wifhed  to  be  acquaint- 
ed with  a  number  of  circumflances  he  was 
now  fenfible  the  Doclor  could  inform  him 
of,  he  hinted  as  much  to  himfelf,  affuring 
him.,  that  though  the  tailing  of  his  wine 
had  agreeably  furprifed  him,  it  was  nothing . 
to  the  fatisfaftion  he  enjoyed  in  converf- 
ing  with  him.  The  Doftor  obferved  it 
was  already  pafl  his  hour  of  retiring,  and 
that  at  his  time  of  hfe  it  v/as  neceffary  to  be 
uniform,  but  faid  he  would  certainly  w^ait 
on  us  in  the  morning  and  be  of  every  fer- 
vice  to  us  in  his  power,  on  condition  that 
we  promifed  to  accompany  him  to  his  Col- 
lege to  breakfail,  where  we  fhould  find 
every  thing  in  the  old  Irifh  way,  and  a  difli 

of 
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of  as  good  chocolate  as  ever  was  made  in 
Spain  :  this  being  agreed  on,  we  parted. 

The  next  morning  the  Do61or  conduced 
us  to  the  Caftle,  now  moftly  in  ruins,  but 
(landing  high  in  the  middle  of  the  town, 
and  from  whence  we  had  a  charming  prof- 
peft  of  the  rich  adjacent  country  ;  "  What 
a  fliame  (cried  the  Doftor)  that  fo  line  a 
country  fliould  be  in  the  hands  of  fuch 
v/retches !  No  country  on  earth  produces 
finer  grapes,  nor  worfe  wine  than  this 
where  we  now  are,  entirely  ov/ing  to  their 
ilovenly  manner  of  m.aking  it !  They  have 
not  a  barrel,  nor  any  kind  of  wooden  vef- 
fel  in  the  whole  province,  and  they  make 
and  keep  all  their  wine,  in  large  ill-baked 
earthen  jars,  and  mix  lime  and  chalk  in  it, 
by  way  of  fining  it  dov/n  :  and  tranfport  it 
from  place  to  place,  in  dried  hogs-(kins, 
fewed  up  and  pitched  all  over  within  and 
without,  which  renders  the  wine  totally 
unfit  for  any  Chriftian  to  drink  !  See,  Gen- 

tlem^en. 


^2$  SKETCHES    OF 

tlemen,  what  an  extent  of  country  to  the 
fouthward  covered  with  heath !  what  would 
not  that  produce,  if  the  vine  were  planted 
there,  or  if  it  were  covered  with  corn  and  vil- 
lages? for  there  is  not  a  fpot  that  would  not 
admit  of  cultivation ;  had  we  but  hands  to 
occupy  the  ground,  this  province  alone 
could  furnifh  wheat  for  the  whole  kingdom 
at  lead  •,  inflead  of  which  we  are  yearly  im-' 
porting  vafl  quantities  of  bad  grain  from 
abroad — will  you  believe  me,  Gentlemen, 
when  I  affure  you,  that  only  the  tytlie  of 
the  wheat  which  the  parifh  of  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  this  city  pays  to  the  Chapter, 
amounts  to  above  fixty  thoufand  of  your 
Englifn  pecks?  and  yet  the  country  is  ftarv- 
ing,  andmifery  ftares  you  in  the  face,  which- 
ever way  you  turn  yourfelf."  He  next  car- 
ried us  to  the  Cathedral.  Where  is  your 
Archbilhop  ?  (faid  Lord  Freeman)  Never 
where  he  ought  to  be,  (replied  the  Do6lor) 
be  has  not  appeared  once  here,  fmce  be- 
came 


SOCIETY    AND    MANNERS.   1^:9 

Came  to  take  pofTeflion  of  his  See  ;  he  is  too 
great  a  man  to  do  the  duty  of  the  good 
Shepherd  ;  Oves  fuas  Paftor  non  cognofcit, 
nee  Pafloris  notitiam  oves  habent^ — he  is  In- 
quifitor  General,  Regent  of  the  Courts  of 
Juftice,  and  I  know  not  how  many  other 
employments  befideSj  his  friend  the  late 
Minifler  heaped  upon  him,  though  he  is 
the  moft  uninformed  and  dulleft  fellow  ever 
put  on  the  habit  of  St.  Auftin.  He  then  led 
us  to  what  had  been  the  College  of  the  Je* 
fuits,  an  immenfe  building  now  going  to 
ruin,  though,  fince  their  expulfion,  the  late 
favourite  had  made  a  feeble  attempt  to  fet 
up  a  filk  manufaftory  in  it,  which,  for  want 
of  fupport,  foon  fell  to  the  ground,  as  hap- 
pened to  mofl  of  his  manufaftures. 

Wg  afterwards  mounted  all  on  horfeback 
to  furvey  the  famous  aquedu61,  built  by 
Sertorius,  ^nd  flill  in  ufe,  which  conveys  a 
noble  flream  of  water  to  the  city,  fo  excel- 
lent, that  the  inhabitants  call  it  (agua  de 
prata)  the  filver  water,  brought  from  ^ 

Vol.  I.  K  fountain 
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fountain  at  about  five  leagues  diflant :  the 
Doftor  alfo  (liewed  us  fome  traces  and 
remains  of  the  Roman  wall,  which  had  fur- 
rounded  the  city,  and  which  their  King, 
Don  Fernando,  had  ordered  to  be  thrown., 
down  about  the  year  1380,  at  the  very 
time  he  had  wantonly  engaged  in  a  war 
with  Don  Juan,  King  of  Caffille  :  we  then 
obferved  the  modern  fortifications  about 
the  city,  which  are  now  full  of  breaches, 
and  the  Do6lor  made  fome  remarks  upon 
their  defign  and  ufe,.  which  to  us  appeared 
perfeftly  jufl  and  appofite.  Laflly,  we 
went  to  vifit  the  Reclufes  of  St.  Bruno, 
where  w^e  obtained  ready  accefs  by  the 
Doctor's  means ;  but  Lord  Freeman  hav- 
insT  before  feen  the  Reverend  Fathers  of  la 
Trappe  at  Paris,  found  nothing  new  in  this. 
Caftle  of  Indolence,  though  its  appearance 
ftruck  young  John  Carlos  much.  The 
{helves  of  their  Library  were  filled  as  ufual 
with  the  fame  dull,  polemical  and  biogra- 
phical Works,  thickly  interlarded  with  mi- 
racles; 
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r£icles  ;  and  the  only  book  which  attra6led 
Our  notice  was  an  cxcellentcopy  of  Homer's 
Iliad,  in  foho,  which  Lord  Freeman  was 
ilrongly  tempted  to  carry  along  with  him^ 
and  aiked  the  Reverend  Librarian  prefent 
what  it  was  ?  He  replied^  that  he  believed 
it  was  an  old  Hebrew  or  Arabic  book, 
which  had  remained  there  from  the  time 
of  the  Moors,  btit  that  none  of  the  Mailers 
iiow  in  the  Convent  tmderftood  it !  Lord 
Freeman  was  by  this  the  more  encouragedj 
and  juft  going  to  mention  it  to  the  Keeper^ 
iand  offer  him  money  for  it,  when  the  Doc*- 
tor  interpofed,  telling  him  it  was  imprafti- 
cable,  and  a  thing  not  to  be  attempted,  for 
that  by  tlieir  inilitution  they  had  it  not  in 
their  power  to  alienate  the  moft  trifling 
thing  belonging  to  the  Houfe. 

We  now  returned  to  the  Do6lor*s  apart- 
ments at  the  College,  very  well  difpofed 
for  breakfaft;  and  we  were  regaled  with 
verv  good  tea,  eggs,  frefh  butter  and  good 
K  2  cream. 
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cream,  for  the  firfl  time  we  had  feen  it  in. 
the  country. 

It  was  now  however  almofl  time  to  de- 
part, and  our  horfes  were  waiting,  for  uSj  at 
the  fame  time  we  were  delighted  with  the 
good  fenfe  of  the  Doftor's  converfation,- 
which  we  expreffed  ourfelves  exceedingly 
forry  to  lofe  :  Lord  Freeman  even  took  the 
liberty  to  pray  the  Doftor  would  give  us  his 
opinion,  formed  by  long  experience  and  ob- 
fervation,  of  the  Hate  of  this  country  and 
the  charafter  of  its  inhabitants,  expreffing 
f^is  confidence  of  how  much  he  was  affured 
fuch  information  would  abridge  our  la- 
bour, in  becoming  truly  acquainted  with 
the  national  genius  and  difpofition.  The 
Doftor,  perfe6lly  well  difpofed  to  oblige 
us,  and  after  telling  us  he  was  perfuaded 
we  would  make  no  improper  ufe  of  what 
he  would  fay,  expreffed  himfelf  as  you  fhall 
be  informed  in  my  next.     Till  then,  adieu. 


L  E  T^ 
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LETTER    VIIL 


Jurumenha,  177S. 

D^AR  Brother., 

V V  E  put  up  at  a  miferable  inn  here  this 
night,  having  made  an  excurlion  from- 
Villa  Vi90za,  to  vifit  the  banks  of  the  Gua° 
"diana  and  the  Garrifon  of  01iven9a,  which, 
though  beyond  it,  and  on  the  Spanifh  fide^ 
yet  belongs  to  the  Crown  of  Portugal,  with 
a  confiderable  territory  round  it. 

To  beheve  the  Portuguefe  hiflorians,  it 
is  all  claffic  ground  which  we  have  been 
reconnoitring,  and  the  fcenes  of  their  moft 
brilliant  aftions  and  encounters  with  their 
natural  enemies  the  Caftillians,  who  are 
not  however  difpofed  to  give  them  fuch  a 
Ihare  of  credit  for  their  military  atchieve» 
K.  3  ments. 
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merits,  which  I  may  have  occaiion  to  touch 
upon  m  a  future  letter  :  In  the  prefent,  I 
iliall  give  you  the  Dotlor's  inforraation,  as 
rnentioned  in  my  lail,  as  I  think  it  really 
ufeful  for  any  one  who  wiPnes  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  national  charafter. 

"  I  hold  him  of  all  men  (faid  Do8;or  But- 
ler) the  moft  unpardonable  fort  of  impoitorj 
who,  under  pretext  of  confidential  friend- 
fhip,  endeavours  to  difguife  the  truth,  and 
to  miilead  thofe,  who  he  perceives  have  in 
any  manner  relied  upon  his  information  or 
direftion  ;  and  for  this  reafon,  in  what  I 
have  to  fay  to  you,  I  fhall  prefer  truth  to 
every  other  confideration,  even  flrould  it 
bear  fometimes  hard  upon  my  ov/n  clerical 
charafter  and  profeffion  ;  for  though  there 
be  truly  a  number  of  wicked  and  profligate 
men  in  this  kingdom,  who  cover  the  bafe- 
nefs  of  their  aftions  w^ith  the  facred  habit  of 
St.  Peter,  yet  all  their  mifconduft  and  mif- 
conceptions  no  more  afFecl  the  real  effence 
of  our  holy  faith.^  than  tlie  moft  piercing 

cold 
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cold  can  affeft  the  Adamant,  or  a  cloud 
of  locufls  the  Sufi :  moreover.  Gentlemen, 
your  own  experience,  as  you  proceed  in 
the  country,  will  be  the  bed  comment  up- 
on the  propriety  of  the  obfervations  I  (hall 
•make,  which  muft  be  few  and  general,  as 
the  day  is  already  well  advanced,  and  you 
have  a  pretty  long  ride,  before  you  can 
reach  any  place  of  repofe» 

*'  In  my  own  mind  I  can  trace  the  ruined 
and  confumptive  ftate  of  all  modern  Spain, 
from  the  cruel  and  unjuft'Cxpulfion  of  the 
Jews  -and  Moors  ;  but  the  barbarous  ufage 
w^hich  the  former  met  with  in  this  country 
Specially,  has  been  juftly  retaliated  as  a 
curfe  upon  it  ever  fince,  for  it  has  remained 
comparatively  a  defert  ;  and  the  forced 
converEons  which  their  great  KingD.  Ma- 
nuel, was  ^o  .zealous  in  forwarding,  fixed 
.■a  prodigious  quantity  of  Jewifh  blood  in 
Portugal,  which  has  found  its  way  into 
:mofl  of  their  families,  of  diftindion  parti- 
K  4.  cularly. 
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cularly,  and  is  fo  eafily  to  be  diftinguiflied 
in  thejr  features,  tempers  and  difpofitions, 
*•  Onething which  mud  (Irikean  accurate 
obferver,  who  is  in  any  degree  acquaints 
ed  with  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe,  is, 
the  furpriiing  contrail  in  the  charafteriftical 
diflinclion  fo  perceptible  between  the  fame 
clafles  of  people  in  thefe  two  kingdoms : 
In  Spain,  the  [Hidalgo)  Nobleman  is  what 
he  ought  to  be  ;  br9.ve,  fmcere  and  liberal, 
both   in   his   fentiments   and   aftions — in 
this  country  he  is  perfectly  the  reverfe.  As 
you  defcend  among  the  Spaniards,  the  na- 
tional   chara6icr   vitiates,    and  it   is  well 
known  the  Spanilh  peafant  is  a  proud,  beg- 
garly,   infolent,    brutal    animal — in    this 
country,  the  lower  you  defcend  in  rank,  the 
perfonal  character  rifes  and  improves  upon 
you ;  and  I  dare  fay,  you  have  not  met 
with  a  peafant  where  you  have  yet  travel* 
led,  who  has  not  been  courteous  and  affable, 
to  a  degree  hardly  to  be  found  in  any  other 
country;  and  I  n^ay  venture  to  affure  yQu<» 

that 
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that  if  you  keep  this  remark  in  view,  you 
will  find  it  juflilied  by  your  own  cxper 
nencCo 

"  I  wifli  on  the  prefent  occafion  I  !GOu14 
withjuflice  except  the  Roy^lHoufe  of  Bra- 
gan^a  from  t:he  general  cenfure  on  the  Por- 
tuguefe  Nobility,  fed  jnagna  eit  Veritas  et 
prevalebit :  the  truth  is,  if  there  has  ever 
been  any  thing  of  Royalty  in  that  family, 
it  has  been  entirely  owing  to  the  ftation  in 
which  their  countrymen  placed  it ;  an^ 
probably,  had  it  not  been  for  his  Wife,  a 
noble  Spaniard,  D.  John  the  Fourth,  would 
not  have  taken  up  the  Crown  they  fet  be- 
fore hini ;  his  fons,  D.  Affbn^o  and  D. 
Pedro,  fpent  their  time  in  low  intrigues 
againll  each  other,  married  the  fame  wo- 
man, and  were  fupported  in  their  throne 
by  the  French  and  the  Englilh.  and  by  the 
afliftance  of  Count  Schomberg,  the  Earl  of 
Inchiquin,  and  a  number  of  good  Foreign 
pfRcers :  King  John  the  Fifth  fpent  his  time 
either  in  the  company  of  Priefts  or  women, 

formed 
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formed  the  Church  of  Lifbon  into  a  Patri- 
archate, let  his  army  dwindle  to  nothing, 
encouraged  bigotry,  the  Inquifition,  and 
the  Nobihty.  Wlien  growing  old,  to  make 
himfeif  tiif:  longer  fit  for  the  company  of 
the  ladies^  he  took  c-nth — ^^d-s,  the  efPecls 
of  which  debilitated  |iim  ^3  much,  as  to 
ih row  him  into  a  lingering  dilbrder;  and 
having  lived  like  a  Sultan  inthsei:yoyment 
of  his  favourite  pieafurCj  he  had  both  time 
and  all  the  nieans  of  ,€onverfion  .and  recon- 
.ciliation  with  Heaven,  which  difmg.enuous 
and  flattering  Pjiefls  could  afford  him,  to 
die  like  a  Saint ;  fo  that  his  fubj efts  faid  of 
him,  (que  viveo  como  quiz,  e  morreo  como 
ijiiiz)  that  he  iive,d  ajid  .died  ,exa6lly  as  he 
•could  have  wifhed. 

"  The  adminiftratioii  of  this  country  dur- 
ing the  laft  reign,  was  marked  by  very 
different  features  :  a  refolute  and  overbear- 
ing Minifter,  centered  every  channel  of 
power  and  authority  in  himfeif  alone ;  a 
weak  and  pufilianimous  ■  King,  rendered 

diffident 
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diffident  by  the  difloyalty  of  his  own  Nobi- 
}ity,  threw  himfelf  entirely  into  the  arms 
lof  his  Minifler,  as  being  the  only  perfon  he 
could  truft  ;  and  the  Minifler,  confcious  he 
was  Jiated  or  defpifed  by  the  Nobility,  loll 
po  opportunity  their  own  folly  and  impru- 
dence afforded  him,  to  curb  their  infolence 
and  reduce  their  authority.  A  perfonal 
quarrel  the  Minifler  had  with  a  Jefuit,  the  ' 
King's  Confeflbr,  at  the  beginning  of  his 
adminiflration,  added  to  other  pre-exifling 
caufes,  made  him  ferioufly  and  heartily  re-  » 
foive  on  fetting  every  engine  to  work  for 
the  de{lru6lion  of  the  Jefuits,  which  he  at 
Jafl  accompliflied.  The  earthquake  of  1  "j^^ 
ferved  only  to  corifirm  his  authority  and 
render  it  more  abfolute,  ^nd  then  it  was  he 
became  perpetual  E)i6lator.  The  war  with 
Spain,  Vv^hich  followed  fome  years  after,  by 
the  introduction  of  Foreign  troops  into  the 
kingdom,  and  of  a  number  of  Foreign 
Officers  among  the  national  Regiments, 

enabled  him  to  fet  his  foot  effectually  upon 

the 
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the  neck  of  the  Clergy,  fo  that  from  that 
time  to  the  conclufion  of  his  power,  they 
never  duril  hft  up  their  heads :  he  did  a 
great  deal  of  good,  and  hkewife  much 
harm,  all  proceeding  rather  from  perfonal 
■and  felf-intereiled  motives,  than  from  any 
-regard  to  the  good  of  his  country.  He  re- 
duced the  numbers  of  religious  houfes,  and 
difcouraged  or  fupprefied  the  rage  of  enter- 
ing into  the  religious  life.  He  ruined  or 
impoverifhed  the  mercantile  part  of  the 
fubjefts,  b)"  throwing  the  trade  fwhich  he 
afiefted  much  to  encourage)  into  the  hands 
of  exclufive  companies,  compofed  of  fome 
favoured  individuals,  who  were  the  only 
gaineYs,  while  the  great  body  of  thofe  whofe 
fubfiilence  depended  upon  trade,  were  pe- 
rifliing  for  want. 

"  After  the  v/ar,  he  might  have  formed 
fuch  a  complete  little  well-provided  army, 
as  would  have  effettually  bid  defiance  to  the 
whole  land- force  Spain  could  have  brought 
againfl  it;  and  in  doing  this^  he  had  the  af- 

fiftance 
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fiftance  of  a  very  able  General,  well  known 
in  Europe  for  his  profefTional  capacity,  and 
of  feveral  experienced  Officers  :  but  inflead 
of  doing  fo,  he  neglefted  the  Army,  and 
thought  it  too  expenfive.  He  behaved  in 
the  mofl  (huffling  and  dilTatisfaftory  man- 
ner to  the  Count  la  Lippe,  and  treated  mofl 
of  the  other  Foreign  Officers  with  infolence 
or  negleft,  fo  that  his  bell  friends  confidered 
his  behaviour  in  this  particular  as  a  para- 
dox ;  and  they  were  at  a  lofs  to  account 
for  his  neglecting  the  army,  which  had 
been  the  bed  means  of  eflablifhing  his  au- 
thority, and  would  be  his  only  refource,  if 
that  authority  ever  came  to  be  called  in 
queftion. 

"Thelafta6l  of  his  government,  and  when 
the  King  his  mafter  was  on  his  death-bed, 
w^as  to  marry  the  Prefumptive  Heir  of  the 
Crown,  a  boy  of  fixteen  years  of  age,  to  his 
own  Aunt,  a  woman  pad  one  and  thirty  ; 
and  this  a6l  was  a  worthy  conclufion  of 
fuch  a  tempefluous  adminidration. 

''The 
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"  The  late  King's  death  was  the  fignal  of 
the  Minifter's  difgrace ;  and  the  truths  and 
untruths  mduftrioufly  circulated  againft 
him  by  above  eight  hundred  perfons  of  all 
conditions,  whom  he  had  kept  in  durance^ 
and  who  were  now  releafed,  augmented 
and  inflamed  the  popular  roar  of  clamour 
and  obloquy,  which  accompanied  him  to 
his  retreat,  to  which  he  retired  with  all  the 
fleadinefs  of  an  antient  Athenian,  exiled 
by  the  law  of  Oflracifm*  He  has  been  fuc  - 
ceeded,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  by  one 
of  his  greatefl  antagonifts,  who  during  the 
former  adminiflration  Vv^as  obliged  to  keep 
very  quiet,  and  to  exert  all  the  low  cun- 
ning he  is  fuch  a  m.afler  of,  to  be  permitted 
to  live  in  peace  ♦  for  he  is  allowed  oh  all 
fides  to  polfefs  all  the  bad  qualities  of  his 
predeceflbr  in  office,  and  that  perhaps  to 
a  more  eminent  degree,  while  impartial 
judges,  and  the  leaft  addifted  to  fcepticifm, 
doubt  whether  he  inherits  any  one  of  his 
virtues. 

^''  Accord-^ 
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*'  According  to  a  common  obfervation,  the 
prefent  time  and  government  is  facrcd  and 
muft  not  be  meddled  with  ;  and  indeed,  as. 
you  are  going  to  Lifbon,  and  will  fee  and. 
hear  with  your  own  eyes  and  ears,  it  will 
fpeak  for  itfelf;  only  I  muft  give  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  the  Church  ought  not  to  af- 
fume  fo  extenfive  a  part  in  the  political 
drama,  as  I  fee  it  is  now  doing,  for  it  muft 
in  confequence  neglecl  its  own  proper 
funftions  and  facred  vocation  ;  and  when 
it  does  fo,  it  becomes  hurtful,  inftead  of 
doing  good ;  nay  it  is  even  indecent,  to  fee 
the  Queen's  Confeftbr  interfere  fo  much  in 
temporal  affairs,  or  the  other  honey- 
mouthed Fryar,  the  Englifliman,  or  rather 
the  Scotchman,  the  King's  Confeflbr,  writ- 
ing eflays  which  expof^  him  to  public  ridi- 
cule :  but  what  mortifies  me  moft  of  all  is,  to 
fee  that  the  Queen  has  permitted  the  Inqui- 
fition  to  realfume  its  long  abdicated  autho- 
rity ;  for  this  circumftance  will  make  all 

Europe 
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Europe  cry  out  ihame,  upon  fuch  a  Queen 
and  fiich  a  Government'' 

As  foon  as  Do61or  Butler  had  concluded. 
Lord  Freeman  got  up  and  embraced  him, 
thanking  him  fmcerely  for  fuch  a  fubftan- 
tial  and  compendious  account  as  that  he 
had  given  us^  of  what  we  fo  much  defired  to 
know  ;  faid,  he  would  take  care  to  fet  the 
proper  value  on  it,  and  begged  to  know  if 
we  could  pofTibly  be  of  any  fervice  to  him 
where  we  were  gomg?  TheDo6lor  repliedji 
that  there  was  not  any  thing  with  which  he 
would  prefume  to  trouble  us,  wiflied  us  a 
happy  journey,  and  affured  us,  his  hearty 
good  wilhes  and  prayers  for  our  fafety 
Ihould  accompany  us  wherever  we  went. 

Judging  of  my  two  companions  by  my- 
feif,  I  can  affure  you,  we  parted  from  our 
good  friend  Butler  with  heavy  hearts ;  we 
liopped  half  way  to  Villa  Vi^oza  to  bait 
our  cattle,  and  there  ftretched  under  the 
fnade  of  fome  fpreading  pines,  reciprocally 
endeavoured  to  do  juftice  to  our  fentiments 

of 
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<of  the  man,  and  fincerely  regretted  that  fo 
worthy  a  perfon  (hould  be  buried  in  fuch 
obfcLirity.  * 

While  we  were  thus  paying  the  tribute 
we  thought  due  to  our  friend  Butler's  clia- 
ra61er,  a  man  upon  a  mule  came  up  to  us, 
bringing  a  note  from  the  Doftor  to  Lord 
Freeman,  enclofmg  a  letter  for  a  Gentle- 
man of  his  intimate  acquaintance  at  Elvas, 
who,  the  Do6lor  faid  in  his  note,  he  believ- 
ed, would  be  of  more  real  ufe  to  us,  than 
the  Governor  himfelf.  who  never  lodged 
any  Gentleman  from  abroad  in  his  ov/n 
houfe  ;  whereas  he  knew  the  other  would 
be  infinitely  obliged  to  him  for  fending  us 
to  him,  and  that  it  had  entirely  efcaped  him 
to  give  us  the  letter  before  we  left  Evora, 
owing  to  our  being  fo  much  taken  up  in 
other  converfation. 

After  peruhng  the  good  Do6ior's  note, 
de firing  many  compliments  and  thanks  to 
him,  and  rewarding  the  meffenger  for  his 

Vol.  I.  L  trouble. 
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trouble,  we  continued  our  journey  to  Villa 
Vifoza. 

I  am  juft  going  to  lie  down  in  my  cloak> 
as  it  is  late,  and  I  hear  my  friends  already 
fnoring  on  the  ground  here  about  me,^ — - 
Good  night. 


LET- 
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LETTER      IX, 

Caftle  Branco,  1778. 

Bear  Brother, 

i  HAVE  not  written  you  a  line  for  three 
weeks  paft,  as  we  have  all  had  our  hands 
fo  full,  I  have  only  had  time  to  affift  my 
memory  by  making  occafional  notes  of 
what  I  thought  would  have  been  apt  to 
(lip  it,  in  giving  you  an  account  of  our 
travels,  and  for  which  I  think  our  vifit  to 
the  garrifon  of  Elvas  particularly  has  fup- 
plied  fome  materials,  which  will  not  be 
found  altogether  unworthy  of  your  peru- 
fal.  When  fuch  flriking  examples  of  na- 
tional charafter  as'  we  there  faw,  pafs  be- 
fore the  eyes  of  a  perfon  pofTefied  of  but 
a  middling  (hare  of  judgment,  to  take  off 
L  2  a  true 
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a  true  copy,  as  in  my  defcription  of  them 
I  fhall  endeavour  to  do,  they  can  hardly 
fail  of  fui  nifliing  a  fober  and  rational  en- 
tertainment to  every  invefligator  of  human 
nature,  much  more  fatisfaclory  than  all 
the  flovving  and  ficlitious  defcriptions  to  be 
found  in  the  numberlefs  volumes  of  Novel 
and  Romance. 

But  before  I  proceed,  I  mufl  tell  you, 
•  that  I  am  anxious  to  know  how  far  you 
;  rehfh  the  metliod  I  have  followed  in  treat- 
ing the  fubje61  in  my  preceding  letters  ;  nor 
fhall  I  reft  fatisfied,  till  I  either  find  what 
I  iiave  already  written  has  obtained  your 
approbation,  or  you  give  me  your  more 
particular  direftions  how  you  would  have 
me  proceed  in  future  :  I  therefore  entreat, 
you  will  be  particular  in  anfwering  me  on 
this  point  by  your  firft  letter  after  the 
receipt  of  this;  in  the  certain  hopes  of 
which,  I  now  proceed  to  fill  up  the  interval 
of  out  hiftory.fince  my  lad  letter,  dated  at 
Jurmnenha,    (where,   though  we  flept  m 

our 
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our  cloaks,  we  were  almoft  devoured  by 
bugs,  gnats,  and  cock -roaches)  to  the  pre- 
fent  moment. 

It  is  very  fortunate,  tkat  Lord  Freeman's 
•notion  of  travelling;,  and  his  methods  of  ob- 
fervation,  happen  to  be  lb  fimilar  to  my 
own,  for  had  they  been  the  contrary,  o'l 
courfe  we  ftiould  have  feparated  before 
now  ;  byt  as  we  are,  and  confidering  tha^ 
by  keeping  together  we  are  of  reciprocal 
advantage  to  each  other,  of  which  his 
Lordfhip  profefTeshimfelf  perfectly  fenfiblej 
I  believe  we  fhall  not  part  till  at  leafl  v/e 
reach  Lisbon  :  he  is  particularly  aflTiduoUs 
in  picking  up  flich  books  a$  give  any 
defcription  of  the  part  of  the  country  we 
travel  through,  in  order  to  verify  them  by 
his  own  obfervation  ;  ^nd  as  we  knew  we 
were  traverfmg  that  part  of  the  province 
pf  the  Alentejo,  which  had  been  the  princi- 
pal fcenes  of  the  various  wars  and  aftions 
between  the  Portuguefe  and  Caftillians,  ef- 
pecially  fmce  the  acceffion  of  the  Bragan^a 
L  3  family. 
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family,  we  refolved  to  take  a  military  vi^w, 
of  the  grounds,  places  and  fituations  ;  and 
on  the  fpot  to  compare  them  with  the  beft 
accounts  we  (liould  be  able  to  obtain.  As 
foon  as  our  young  Prieil,  John  Carlos,  be- 
came feniible  of  our  intention,  he  did  his 
utmoil  to  affill  us  in  the  fclieme  :  at  Villa 
Vi(:oza,  he  refpeftfully  waited  upon  the  old 
Priefts,  the  Fryars  and  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants, and  by  an  agreeable  manner  natural 
to  him,  having  infmuated  himfelf  into 
their  good  graces  and  gained  their  efteem, 
towards  which  the  clerical  drefs  did  not  a 
little  contribute,  he  then,  with  many  com- 
pliments on  the  bravery  of  their  country- 
men, told  them  what  he  and  his  fellow-tra- 
yellers  defired:  upon  this,  v/e  w^ere  quickly 
furniHiedwith  recommendations  to  the  Con- 
vents near  the  grounds  we  wifhed  to  exa- 
mine, or  with  guides  who  condufted  us  to^ 
the  field  of  battle  of  Ameixial,  of  Montes- 
claros,  of  Montijo,  or  any  other  place  we 
defired.     The  Priefts  w^ere  every  where 

zealous 
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zealous  and  ready  in  producing  any  books 
lliey  either  had  or  cculd  procure,  to  affifl  us 
jn  our  refearches  :  we  employed  fome  days 
in  thefe  peregrinations  over  different  dif- 
trifts  of  that  country,  and  the  Fryars  every 
where  permitted  us  to  examine  fuch  old 
raanufcript  records  of  the  wars  of  the  Fron- 
tiers, and  of  the  Spanifh  fuccellion,  as  were 
p refer ved  in  their  Archives  ;  and  the  fame 
thing  happened,  when,  leaving  Villa  Vi90- 
za,  and  travelling  through  the  Tapada*^ 
we  came  to  the  city  of  Eftremos,  where^, 
by  the  diligence  and  induflry  of  John  Car- 
los, we  made  frefli  difcoveries,  which  gave 
us  great  fatisfaftion,  and  very  much  enhan- 
ced to  us  the  value  pf  our  young  friend's 
4:ompany. 

At  laft  w€  arrived  at  Elvas,  where  we 
propofed  making  fome  flay :  when  we  ap- 

*  Literally'an  enclofure :  The  Tapada  at  Villa  Vi9oza, 
which  is  a  Royal  feat,  is  a  large  hunting-park  belonging  to 
the  King,  entirely  furrounded  with  a  high  ftone  and  lime 
>-all.  This  park  is  twelve  Englilli  miles  long,  by  fix  miles 
brcado 

L  4  proached 
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proaclied  the  gate,  one  of  the  centinels  at 
the  barrier  called  out  to  us  in  a  haughty 
tone,  afking  from  whence  we  came,  and 
w^hat  bufmefs  brought  us  there  ?  John  Car- 
los anfwered,  that  we  came  from  Eilremos, 
and  had  letters  for  his  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor ;  the  centinel  then  conduced  us  to 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  his  guard,  who 
fent  us  w^ith  an  armed  foldier  holding  the 
bridle  of  each  horfe,  to  the  Governor's 
prcfence  ;  we  were  kept  in  that  fituation, 
waiting  at  his  door  in  the  ftreet,  where  the 
mob  foon  gathered  to  flare  at  us :  when  his 
Excellency  had  done  hearing  Mafs,  he  or- 
dered us  to  be  admitted,  and  Lord  Freeman 
prefented  the  letter  he  brought  for  him  ; 
which  after  perufing,  the  Governor  faid 
he  was  very  happy  to  have  the  honour  of 
knowing  us,  that  his  own  houfe,  the  Regi- 
ments under  his  command,  the  adjacent 
Forts  of  St.  Lucia  and  la  Lippe,  nay  the 
whole  Province  of  the  Alentejo  were  en-- 
tircly  at  our  orders,  to  difpofe  of  thepi  as 

we 
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we  fhoLild  think  proper ;  that  he  hoped  we 
would  excufe  him  fpr  the  prefent,  as  he  v/as 
obhged  to  go  to  the  Defpatch,  and  begged 
the  favour  of  our  company  at  dinner, 
which,  he  faid,  » /as  exaftly  at  one  o'clock. 
This  cerer.'Onious  piece  of  buiinefs  being 
got  through  with  the  Governor,  who  was 
wrapped  up  in  a  long  baize  cloak,  our 
next  was  to  find  out  the  Gentleman,  to 
whom  we  were  recommended  by  Doftor 
Butler;  and  as  he  is  the  chief  Engineer  of 
the  Garrifon,  it  was  enough  to  mention  his 
name,  which  every  foidier  knew,  and  we 
were  quickly  at  his  houfe.  Mr.  de  Valere 
(for  that  is  his  name)  was  not  within;  but 
his  Lady  very  politely  defired  us  to  walk 
up,  for  that  he  would  return  very  fhortly 
from  Fort  la  Lippe,  where  he  had  gone,  as 
he  did  almofh  daily,  to  look  after  his  artifi- 
cers and  workmen  employed  there;  (he 
then  ordered  chocolate,  and  did  her  bell  to 
entertain  us,  though  (lie  fpoke  only  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country,  when  Monfieur  de 

Yalere 
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Valere  entered ;  a  tali  thin-looking  figure^ 
already  of  a  certain  age,  but  active,  nun- 
ble  and  \"igorous,  and,  like  rnoft  French- 
men, perfectly  well  fet  upon  his  legs. 
Lord  Freeman  delivered  him  tlie  letter  he 
had  for  him.  which  ^"alere  jsft  ran  over, 
and  faid,  lie  would  immediately  write 
his  old  friend  Butler  a  letter  of  thanks  for 
ha\ing  directed  us  to  him  ;  "  MelTieurs,  Je 
ne  fuis  que  franc  Picard,  (faid  Mr.  deValer^) 
vous  trouverez  chez  mpi  toute  la  francliife 
Anglaife,  et  tres  peu  de  la  ceremonie  Fran- 
^aife,  encore  moins  de  la  Portugaife  ;  voici 
les  apartemens  (opening  the  doors  of  two 
adjoining  rooms)  ou  vous  dormirez  dans 
trois  trts  de  Campagne  en  Soldats  ;  entrez 
et  fortez  comme  bon  vous  femblera ;  mon 
epoufe  et  nies  domeftiques  font  cgalement 
bien  dilpofes  a  vous  obeu" ;  et  pour  moi,  Je 
ne  feiais  content  de  la  maniere  dont  Je  vous 
aurai  repu,  pour  en  rendre  conte  a  mon 
ami  le  Doc  tear,  que  felon  ce  que  vous  me 
femblerez  r  etre*" 

Tlie 
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The  converfation  was  now  carried  on 
entirely  in  French,  in  which  LordFreemaQ 
and  myfclf  were  as  ready  as  in  our  own 
language  :  our  young  Pried  underflands  it 
alfo  very  well,  but  from  want  of  pra^lice, 
was  not  fo  ready  in  fpeaking  it,  and  was 
therefore  greatly  pleafed  with  the  oppor-- 
tunity  of  improving  in  his  pronunciation^ 
as  he  quickly  did,  and  was  much  encourag- 
ed by  the  familiarity  and  wonderful  open- 
nefs  of  Vaiere's  manner,  which  perfectly 
delighted  us  all ;  for  he  talked  aw^ay  at  a 
great  rate  on  a  variety  of  topics,  told  us 
of  his  intrigues  when  a  volatile  young  fel- 
low, of  his  fis^hting",  of  his  drinking^  and 
rioting  :  In  the  mean  time  a  mefiage  came 
from  the  Governor,  deiiring  the  favour  of 
the  Major  General's  company  to  dine  Math 
him,   (for  Valere  has  that  rank  in  the  fer- 
yice)  on  which  he  ftarted  up  and  exclaimed, 
- — A  9a,  Mefiieurs  ;  il  eft  temps  de  nous 
peigner,    call   your    fervants    and    drefs 
quickly,  Allons  ;  for  we  (hall  have  another 


melTage 


1,5^  S  K  E  T  C  H  E  S     O  F 

inefTage  from  old  Square-toes,  calling  us 
to  dinner,  before  we  are  ready. 

We  arrived  however  in  time,  and  dinner 
was  then  ferving  up  ;  the  Governor's  Lady- 
was  the  only  woman  at  table,  and  had  much 
fnore  the  appearance  of  his  grand-daughter, 
than  of  his  wife ;  flie  was  wrapped  up  in 
her  long  baize  cloak,  but  her  hair  was  done 
up  prettily  with  flowers  and  topaz  combs, 
and  a  lCW  diamond  fprigs,  w^ithout  any 
cap ;  the  Governor  was  alfo  in  his  cloak, 
and  there  had  been  fome  freih  powder 
tlirovv'n  upon  his  antient  wire  wig,  fmce 
the.  morning :  he  took  his  place  on  the 
Lady's  right-hand,  dcfiring  Valere  to  lit  on 
her  left ;  Lord  FreGmau  fat  next  Valere, 
and  a  prodigious  fat  man,  in  em  Officer's 
uniform,  with  the  Crofs  of  Malta  at  his 
bread,  fat  next  the  Governor;  his  name 
was  Don  Joao,  and  the  company  gave  him 
the  title  of  Excellency  ;  he  did  not  fay  a 
word  the  whole  time  of  dinner,  but  he  ate 
^nd  drank  very  fuccefsfully  and  with  great 

apparent 
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apparent  fatisfaftion,  and  laughed  immode- 
rately, when  the  Governor  or  Lady  hap- 
pened to  fay  what  they  wiflied  to  be  taken 
for  a  witty  thing,  his  eyes  quite  difappear- 
ing  on  fuch  occalions,  and  his  prominent 
belly  heaving  and  being  affe6led  with  ftrong 
convulfive  motions.  The  reft  of  the  com- 
pany, which  was  numerous ,  took  their  places 
according  to  their  ranks  ;  the  Carving 
Knight*  at  the  lower  end  of  the  table,  ferv- 
ed  the  company  round,  who  were  ftiff  and 
ceremonious,  neither  was  the  aid  of  the 
cheering  glafs  called  in,  to  exhilarate  the 
guefts,  but  it  feemed  as  if  the  water,  of 
which  they  took  deep  draughts,  produced 
the  fame  effe£l :  his  Excellency  Don  John, 
in  particular,  fwilled  down  a  three-pint 
tumbler,  brimful  of  the  cryftal  liquor,  at 
a  draught,  and  made  Lord  Freeman  flare. 
At  laft,  the  Governor  called  for  awine-glafs, 
into  which  was  poured  about  a  thimbleful 

*  An  office  of  honour,  which  ftlll  exifts  at  Courts  and  in. 
fome  Noblemen's  families  in  Ponu^sl' 

of 
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of  that  r-'|iior,  and  he  drank  to  our  healths  * 
we  took  the  opportunity,  as  well  as  Valfere^ 
to  return  the  compliment,  but  had  our 
glaffes  better  filled,  and  this  we  repeated 
twice  more  to  the  healths  of  the  Lady  and 
of  Don  John.  One  of  the  Priefls,  who 
feerned  to  be  a  wag,  called  for  wine  repeat- 
edlyj  on  v/nich  the  Lady  began  to  rally 
liim,  and  told  him,  he  drank  like  a  Maure- 
gato"^'  or  an  Englifhman ;  here  the  Governor 
calling  for  another  drop  of  wine,  drank  to 
the  King  of  England's  health,  putting  the 
glafs  to  his  lips,  but  did  not  tafte  the  liquor 
either  time ;  the  Priefl  drank  again,  and 
talked,  and  it  foon  appeared  he  v/as  the 
ellablirned  wit  of  the  company;  the  Lady 
iimpered,    and   Don  John   continued   to 

*  The  Mauregatos  are  a  fort  of  great  Fraternity  of  Car- 
riers of  Goods  upon  mules,  through  many  of  fhe  interior  pro- 
vinces of  Spain  ;  they  are  the  Harrieros  Tajigjiefes  of  Don 
Ouixote,  and  are  remarkable  for  their  fidelity,  with  regard 
to  any  trail  committed  to  their  care,  and  for  never  admitting 
perfons  of  equivocal  charatters  into  their  Society. 

laugh, 
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laugh,  as  theFrencli  flile  it,  a  gorge  deploy ee, 
or  with  all  his  might.  As  foon  as  din- 
ner was  over,  a  folding  door  behind  the 
Lady  opened,  and  the  company  pafTed 
into  the  next  apartment,  where  the  DeC- 
fert,  confiRing  of  fweetmeats  and  fruit, 
was  fet  out  on  a  much  fmaller  table ; 
the  company  took  their  feats,  and  was 
not  crowded,  for  above  half  of  them  had 
difappeared. 

The  principal  luxury  of  a  Portuguefe  en- 
tertainment, as  I  find,  conlifls  in  the  Def- 
fert ;  each  of  the  company  takes  one  or 
more  fpoonfuls  of  liquid  fweetmeat,  and 
I  the  more  it  is  charged  with  fugar,  the  more 
\  relifhing  it  is  cileemed :   a  fervant  {lands 
behind  each   chair  with  a .  large  tum.bler 
j  filled  with  very  cold  water,   which  they 
j  drink  immediately  after  the  fweetmeats. 
I  Their  Epicureans  and  refiners  in  the  plea- 
I  lure  of  eating  (fiich  as  D.  John)  drink  off 
i  the  water  flowly,  in  order  to  protraft  the 
\  delightful  fenfation  the  cold  water  raifes  in 

the  ' 
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the  palate,  when  mixed  with  the  fwe^t- 
meat  it  had  jufl  before  befen  fo  flrongly 
imprefled  with ;  and  v/hich,  they  aflert, 
very  far  exceeds  the  rehfli  of  the  fineft 
wine  that  can  be  drank.  It  is  true,  the 
water-drinkers  in  Spain,  as  well  as  in 
this  country,  v»'ho,  efpecially  among  the 
higher  ranks,  are  by  far  the  majority  of 
both  nations,  diilinguiih  with  wonderful 
nicety  every  gradation  of  difference  be- 
tween the  refpe6tive  waters  they  tade, 
and  which  would  be  totally  impercepti- 
ble to  us,  who  have  our  fenfe  of  tafting 
comparatively  dull  and  blunted,  by  the 
frequent  ufe  of  wine  and  other  into:xicat- 
ing  liquors. 

But  to  return  :  The  company  afterwards 
ate  of  the  different  fruits,  and  drank  a 
glafs  of  Malmfey  Madeira,  which  was  fet 
upon  the  table  in  fmall  half-pint  bottles, 
with  very  fmall  glaffes,  gilded  about  the 
edg^e  -,  but  we  could  not  drink  the  wine,  it 
being  fo  fweet  and  lufcious.     After  much 

converfation 


SOCIETY    AND    MANNERS.     i6t 

converfation  about  nothing,  coffee  appear- 
ed, and  Lord  Freeman  took  an  opportunity 
bf  afl^ing  the  Governor's  permiffion  to  vifit 
the  Fort  la  Lippe — Valere  gave  him  a  pull 
by  the  fleeve,  but  too  late,  to  prevent' his 
having  a  refufal.  The  Governor,  very 
properly  referred  to  Valere  himfelf,  to  wit- 
hefs  the  pofitive  orders  they  had  from 
Court,  that  ho  perfon  whatever,  who  was 
hot  actually  an  Officer  in  the  fervice,  fhould 
be  permitted  to  fee  it :  That  another  Eng- 
lilh  traveller,  alfo  an  Officer,  had  paifed 
that  way  about  a  year  before,  and  had 
been  extremely  defirous  of  feeing  it,  with- 
but  its  being  poffible  to  indulge  him,  for 
the  famis  reafori.  The  Governor  expreffed 
much  regret  at  not  being  able  to  comply 
with  our  requeft;  faid^  that  we  might  vifit 
the  whole  Garrifon  and  Fort  St.  Lucia  with 
the  Major  Geheral,  and  defired  the  favour 
of  our  company  on  the  Glacis  the  next  day 
forenoon,  when  he  would  order  out  one  of 
the  Regiments  of  the  Garrifon,  to  ma- 
VoL.  L  M  nceuvre 
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nceuvre  before  us ;  we  thanked  him,.  alTur- 
ing  him  we  would  wait  upon  him,  after 
which,  we  for  that  time  took  our  leave. 

We  did  not  go  to  our  Sefla*,  as  every 
body  elfe  did,  but  with  Mr.  de  Valere  per- 
ambulated the  ramparts  of  the  Garrifon, 
which  we  found  in  good  order,  and  every 
thing  in  its  place,  owing  to  the  care  and  in- 
duilry  of  Valere,  who  explained  to  us 
whatever  was  neceiTary  for  our  inflruftion. 
or  information;  we  found  the  foldier's  bar- 
racks and  the  cafemates,  of  which  there 
had  been  many  conflrufted  lately,  very 
clean,,  decent  and  comfortable,  the  foldiers 

*  In  %varra  countrks,  fuch  as  Italy,  Spain  and  Portugal^ 
■where,  generally  fpeaking,  the  weather  is  clear,  and  the  in- 
habitants are  moftly  in  the  praftice  of  rifing  much  earlier 
than  in  England,  the  human  body  cannot  furnifh  fpirits  fuffi- 
cient  to  reful;  the  efie6ls  of  the  violent  heat^  through  the 
whole  day,  without  fome  refrefnment ;  it  is  therefore  the 
univerfal  praftice  to  go  to  fleep  for  fome  hours  after  din- 
ner, whieh  in  thofe  countries  is  over  early,  and  this  time  of 
repofe,  which  lafts  for  two  or  three  hours,  is  in  Portugal  called 
the  Sefla,  and  in  Spain  the  Sielta* 

appeared 
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appeared  well  drefied,  and  had  a  martial 
air.  Mr.  de  Valere  offered  to  introduce  us 
to  the  Nuns  of  St.  Claire,  which  is  there 
reckoned  a  compliment ;  but  Lord  Freeman 
declined  it,  agreeing  however,  to  accom- 
pany him  in  the  evening  to  the  Bifhop's  Pa- 
lace, where  there  is  a  fort  of  affembly,  and 
where  we  might  play  a  rubber  of  v/hift. 
Pray,  Sir,  (faid  Lord  Freeman  to  Valere) 
who  was  the  monftrous  fat  OflRcer  who  fat 
next  the  Governor  at  dinner?  Abeaft,  (re- 
.plied  the  other)  an  animal,  a  true  emblem 
and  epitome  of  Portuguefe  Nobility,  mais 
n'  allcz  pas  croire  MelTieurs  que  ce  foit  la 
Matiere  qui  penfe,  ou  bien  fi  celui-Ia  pof- 
iede  le  don  de  penfer  II  ne  1*  emploit  que 
fur  le  manger  et  le  boire  et  a  fe  procurer 
des  bardaches.  He  is  one  of  four  brothers, 
like  himfelf,  of  anantient  family;  the  eldell 
of  them,  in  poffeffion  of  an  ample  family 
eftate,  married  a  daughter  of  the  late  Mi- 
nifter,  whom  he  hated  and  defpifed ;  but 
fo  circumflanced,  that  making  ufe  of  his 
M  2  reafon 
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reafon  for  once  in  his  life-time,  lie  difco- 
vered,  that  it  was  better  to  be  bound  by 
marriage,  than  by  four  thick  ftone  walls. 
Thefe  brothers,  v»^hofe  family  name  is 
Vilhena,  will  fit  and  drink  you  any  quan- 
tity of  wine  or  punch  with  the  Englifh,  or 
of  water  with  their  countrymen,  without 
being  the  lead  affefted  with  either.  Dur- 
ing the  campaign  of  1762,  and  for  fome 
years  after,  w^hen  there  were  ftill  many 
Englifh  Officers  in  this  fervice,  they  made 
repeated  attacks  upon  thefe  brothers,  in 
the  way  of  drinking  punch,  wine,  or  any 
other  ftrong  liquor,  and  were  conflantly 
foiled  and  carried  off  the  field,  while  the 
brothers  remained  triumphant.  Here  is, 
indeed.true  animal  iife,without  perception, 
or  information  of  any  kind,  bodies  without 
fouls,  eating,  drinking  and  deeping,  the 
chief  end  and  bufmefs  of  the  noble  family 
of  the  Viihenas ;  however,  it  were  devoutly 
to  be  wifhed,  that  all  the  brethren  of  the 
Nobility,  v/ere  as  innocent  and  harmlefs  as 

-    .they 
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they  are  :  The  Gentleman  you  faw,  is  the 
youngeft  brother,  and  is  Colonel  of  the  Re- 
giment of  Cavalry  of  this  Garrifon,  but 
has  not  mounted  on  horfeback  thefe  five  or 
fix  years  paft,  as  it  has  not  been  podible  to 
find  a  horfe  able  for  his  weight  -,  fo  that,  I 
fuppofe,  after  increafmg  a  little  more  in 
magnitude,  he  will  be  appointed  as  his 
other  brothers  have  been  fucceffively,  when 
unfit  for  other  duty,  nominal  Governors  of 
fome  old  Fort  or  Caftle,  to  give  them  the 
privilege  of  wearing  a  fcarlet  coat  with  a 
broad  lace  upon  it,  and  of  waddling  into 
Court  on  a  holiday,  to  kifs  her  Majefly's 
hand. 

Lord  Freeman  returned  to  the  charge, 
and  begged  to  know,  why  fo  great  a  part  of 
the  company  retired  immediately  after  din- 
ner, and  did  not  come  into  the  defert  ?  To 
anfwer  that  queflion  (faid  Mr.  de  Valere) 
will,  I  am  afraid  cany  me  too  far  at  pre- 
fent ;  however,  you  mufl  know,  my  Lord, 
that  we  have  here  a  number  of  books  of 
M  3  regulations^ 
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regulations,  for  the  difcipline,   cloatliing, 
cEConomy  and  fo  forth,  of  the  troops,  indeed 
too  many  of  them,  and  perhaps  chiefly  for 
that  reafon,  fo  httle  minded  or  obferved. 
Count  la  Lippe's  regulations  not  excepted ; 
but  we  have  one  book  entitled.  The  perfeB. 
Portuguefe  Captain,  written  many  years  ago^ 
and  highly  applauded  and  approved  of  by 
the  Holy  Office  and  twenty  Prieils  or  Friars 
of  different  Orders  ;  this  book  is  flill  held 
in  high  elleem,  by  the  Nobility  and  princi- 
pal perfons  of  the  Army ;  it  contains  indeed 
little  or  nothing  concerning  the  military 
duty  of  the  Officer,  which  has  not  been 
abrogated  by  more  modern  regulations ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  quite  the  mirror  of 
politenefs  and  decorum  :  It  teaches  the  Of- 
ficer how  many  plaits  he  is  to  have  in  his 
Hiirt,  and  how  many  curls  in  his  wig,  the 
exaft  breadth  of  the  lace  on  his  coat,  how 
he  is  to  bow  and  kneel,  when  he  comes  into 
a  room,  as  you  faw  them  this  day  kneel  to, 
the  Lady  ;  it  explains  to  the  Officer,  after 

the 
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ihe  moft  difFufe  and  edifying  manner,  all 
his  duty  as  a  Catholic  Chriftian,  the  nature 
of  all  the  Sacraments,  and  how  he  is  to  re- 
ceive them,  proves  the  truth  of  the  real 
prefence  fo  forcibly,  as  to  convince  all  who 
before  believed  it,  compares  his  kneeling 
at  the  altar  to  eat  the  Deity,  to  the  honour 
iOf  fitting  down  at  table  to  dine  with  his 
General,  and  he  is  particularly  careful  in 
'dire61ing  the  Subaltern  and  Captain  how 
they  are  to  behave  in  this  folemn  acl ;  tells 
them,  they  are  to  keep  their  eyes  modeftly 
fixed  on  the  plate  or  dilh  immediately  be- 
fore them ;  that  they  are  to  tuck  one  end  of 
:the  table-napkin  under  their  chin,  and  to 
place  the  other  under  the  plate  they  eat  off; 
that  they  are  to  hold  the  fpoon  or  knife 
in  the  right-hand,  and  the  fork  in  the  left ; 
with  many  other  directions  of  equal  confe- 
quence ;  and  that,  mofl  particularly,  as  foon 
as  dinner  is  over,  and  the  defest  ferved,  and 
before  the  General  (hall  eat  his  fweetmeat, 
^very  Subaltern  who  (liall  happen  to  be  at 
,M  4  table 
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table  muft  rife  up  and  retire,  and  this  was 
the  true  reafon  why  fo  many  Officers  did 
not  come  in,  as  you  faw  this  day,  to  the 
defert. 

Lord  Freeman  enquired  what  could  be 
the  meaning  of  fuch  a  humiliating  diftinc- 
tion  towards  the  Subalterns  of  the  Army? 
Mr.  de  Valere  told  him,  he  believed  it  was 
becaufe  at  the  timxC  that  book  was  written, 
and  till  Count  la  Lippe's  regulations  took 
place  in  1763,  no  Subaltern  had  a  commif- 
iion  figned  by  the  King  ;  but  their  authori- 
ty to  aft  as  Subalterns,  was  only  figned  by 
the  Captains  of  the  refpe6live  companies, 
and  by  the  Vedor  Geral  *  of  the  Province 
where  the  Regiment  happened  to  be  at  the 
time  of  figning;  the  Subalterns  being  then 
generally  taken,  as  they  Hill  continue  moft- 
ly  to  be,  from  the  menial  fcrvants  of  the 
Nobility. 

*  The  Paymafter-General  eftablilhed  formerly  in  every 
province,  but  abolllhed  in  1763,  when  there  was  a  Treafurer- 
General  of  the  Army  appointed  in  Lilbon, 

I  mull 
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I  mull  conclude  here  for  the  prefent ;  but 
(hall  in  my  future  letters,  and  before  I  leave 
jhis  place,  contiAue  my  account  of  the  in- 
formation we  got  from  General  Valere,  and 
of  his  own  adventures^  which  really  would 
appear  very  like  a  tale  made  at  pleafure, 
were  he  not  a  chara6ler  of  the  moil  acknow- 
ledged uprightnefs  and  veracity  •  and  I  be- 
lieve you  will  by  this  time  have  formed  no 
very  elevated  opinion  of  the  Portuguefe 
Subaltern  OfEcers  ;  you  will  indeed  judge 
of  them  and  of  every  thing  elfe  I  relate,  by 
the  fafts  and  circumftances  I  mention,  and 
which  are  unquellionable  ;  and  not  by  any 
opinion  of  mine,  when  I  venture  to  give  it, 
which  is  fubjeft  to  error,  and  to  convey  mif- 
piken  information.     Adieu. 


L  E  T. 
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J.  E  T  T  E  R      X, 

Caftle  Bianco,  177-8, 

Dear  BrotheRo 

VV  K AT  a  delightful  country  might  this 
be  made,  and  would  foon  become,  were  it 
in  the  hands  of  the  Englilh,  French  or  Irifh, 
inftead  of  the  flovens  who  now  poffefs  iti 
' — In  our  perambulations  here  this  morning 
v/e  happened  to  (lumble  into  the  Convent 
,of  the  Capuchin  Fryars ;  indeed  our  atten- 
tion was  called  thither  by  a  fiirieking  we 
heard  of  wom.ens'  voices  as  we  paffed  by 
the  door  of  the  Church  ;  on  entering,  we 
faw  two  of  the  Fryars  dreffed  in  the  Sur= 
plices  and  Stolas,  (landing  before  the  great 
Altar,  and  reading  from  their  Breviary  the 
Oiiice  of Exorcifm  of  Demoniacjis,  on  thofe 

poflelfed 
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poflefled  with  unclean  Spirits.  Before  them 
there  lay  upon  the  ground  three  women, 
dreffed  in  black  petticoats  and  a  fort  of  veil 
or  mantle,  which  covers  the  head  and  the 
whole  body  down  to  the  knees  or  lower^ 
&nd  is  indeed  the  univerfal  drefs  of  all  the 
women  in  Church.  Two  of  thefe  women 
howled  piteoufly,  and  the  other  was  fliriek-' 
ing  and  tearing  her  hair,  and  making  the 
ilrangeft  contortions  of  her  features,  and 
the  more  fo  each  time  the  Acolyte,  accord- 
ing to  the  form  prefcribed,  fprinkled  them 
with  the  holy  water,  by  means  of  a  pretty 
large  brufh  he  dipped  into  it;  but  in  a 
fhort  time  the  Devil  feemedto  leave  them! 
For  my  part  I  had  feen  and  heard  fo  much 
of  tliofe  miferable  tricks  that  I  left  them ; 
Lord  Freeman  obferving,  that  the  two 
Fryars  were  tali  flout-looking  young  men, 
and  in  his  opinion  extremely  proper  for  ex- 
orcifmg  the  women ;  and  we  afterwards 
were  told,  that  they  were  the  only*two  of 
the  whole  Convent  fkilled  in  the  art  of  ex- 

orcifmg., 


J72  SKETCHES    OF 

orcifing,  and  as  fuch  fent  for  all  over  that 
part  of  the  country. 

But  this  is  not  what  I  wanted  to  men- 
tion.— On  leaving  the  Church  we  walked 
into  the  Cloifter,  and  finding  a  door  open, 
pafFed  through  into  the  garden  or  orchard 
of  the  Convent :  there  we  met  feveral  of 
the  Reverend  Fathers,  who  were  balking 
in  the  fun,  and  on  finding  which  was  the 
Father  Guardian,  we  made  up  to  him,  po- 
litely faying,  we  hoped  he  would  excufe . 
the  liberty  our  curiofity  had  prompted  us 
to  take  of  vifiting  his  garden,  upon  the 
condition  of  which  we  paid  him  a  compli- 
ment, though  it  little  deferved  it.  His 
Reverence  upon  this  was  very  gracious, 
and  among  other  plants  he  (hewed  us  the 
real  Tea-tree  growing  there,  in  a  good  and 
flourifhing  condition  :  he  faid  it  had  been 
planted  there  many  years  ago  by  a  Fryar 
of  their  Convent,  who  had  brought  it  with 
him  either  from  Japan  or  China,  he  could 
not  tell  which,  whither  he  had  been  fent 

as 
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as  a  Miffionary.  The  faft  is,  that  I  faw  it 
growing  in  their  garden  in  the  open  air, 
and  to  convince  us  of  it,  he  gave  us  fome 
of  the  dried  leaves  he  had  gathered  fome 
time  before,  as  the  other  Fathers  witneffed, 
which  we  brought  with  us,  and  made  tea  of 
them  for  breakfaft,  and  I  may  fafely  fay,  I 
never  drank  any  tea  more  palatable. 

You  will  remark,  that  all  this  is  out  of 
my  road,  as  in  fa6l  it  is,  but  I  could  not 
well  avoid  mentioning  it  as  paffing  under 
my  eye  here  ;  I  fliall  now  proceed  to  Mr. 
de  Valere. 

The  extraordinary  account  he  had  given 
us  of  the  Subalterns  of  the  Army  being 
compofed  of  the  Servants  of  the  Nobility, 
had  raifed  our  curiofity  to  know,  what  fuch 
an  abufe  was  to  be  afcribed  to ;  this  Mr.  de 
Valere  faw,  but  knowing  he  had  not  then 
time  to  enter  into  fuch  a  difcuITion,  remind- 
ed us  it  was  then  time  to  repair  to  the 
Bifhop's,  as  we  had  agreed,  and  thither  we 
accordingly  went.  On  the  way  Mr.  de  Va- 
lere 
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iere  told  us,  that  this  Bilhop  was  come  of^ 
noble  family  of  Englifh  extra6lion,  that  he 
often  boafted  he  had  Englifh  ribs  in  his 
body,  and  would  certainly  receive  us  very 
gracioufly  ;  and  that,  as  to  his  perfonal 
character,  he  was  the  moil  intriguing,  mif- 
chievous  Ecclefiaftick  he  had  ever  been  ac^ 
quainted  with  •  that  he  made  it  his  bulinef^ 
to  .quarrel  with  every  Governor  appointed 
to  the  Garrifon,  by  exciting  falfe  accufa- 
tions  and  informations  againft  them,  and 
by  afperfions,  through  intermediate  per- 
fons,  on  their  charafters ;  that  he  differed 
v/ith'  an  Englifh  Governor  who  v/as  ap- 
pointed, there  during  the  War,  an  Officer 
of  very  great  reputation  and  abilities,  un= 
der  the  pious  pretext,  that  a  perfon  of  the 
fair  fex  had  come  from  Lifbon  to  vifit  him*' 
which  fcandalized  the  Bifhop's  pretended 
delicacy,  at  the  fame  time  he  himfelf  kept 
a  couple  of  miftreffes  in  the  houfe  with 
him^  under  the  denomination  of  nieces, 

with' 
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with  whom  we   would  moll  likely  play 
cards  that  very  evening. 

We  were  now  got  to  the  gate  of  the  epif- 
copal  Palace,  were  announced  and  ufher- 
ed  into  a  large  faloon,  tolerably  well  fur- 
niflied,  and  hung  with  crimfon  damafk^ 
where  there  was  already  fome  company  af- 
fembled.  After  fome  time,  the  Bilhop  came 
in,  preceded  by  three  young  Ecclefiaflicks^- 
and  followed  by  his  two  nieces ;  the  com- 
pany paid  their  refpefts,  and  we  were  pre- 
fented  and  received  with  great  cordiality  ; 
many  queftions  were  afl<:ed  concerning  our 
travels,  how  we  liked  the  country,  and 
aboiit  the  war  in  America  ?  of  which  the 
Bifhop  feemed  to  have  the  moft  confufed 
ideas ;  after  much  ceremony  and  time,  fal~ 
vers  of  dry  fweetmeat  and  glafies  of  water 
were  offered  to  the  company,  after  which 
fome  bad  tea  and  coffee  were  handed  about ; 
thefe  being  removed,  the  card-tables  were 
placed  ;  the  Bifhop  requefted  Lord  Free- 
man to  draw  a  card  for  his  own  party, 

com- 
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eompofed  of  the  Governor,  who  had  j  lift 
then  come  in,  and  his  youngefl  niece  ;  on 
drawing  for  partners,  the  niece  fell  to  Lord 
Freeman's  fiiare,  and  the  two  old  Gentle- 
men were  beat  hollow  the  firft  rubber,' 
with  which  the  Lady  feemed  fo  pleafed^ 
that  (he  infilled  on  not  drawing  for  partners 
for  the  fecond,  during  which  Lord  Free- 
man thought  it  was  time  to  correfpond  with 
fome  gentle  fqueezes  he  had  felt  repeatedly 
upon  his  toesj  while  playing  the  firft  rub- 
ber, but  would  not  thenventu;  etomake  the 
fmalleft  motion  till  he  could  aifure  himfelf 
they  preceded  from  the  Lady,  and  not  per- 
haps accidentally  from  one  of  the  two  Gen- 
tlemen on  his  right  or  left ;  by  cafting  his 
eye  tmperceived  under  the  table,  as  they^ 
began  the  fecond  rubber,  he  faw  the  Lady's 
feet, ^retched  out  very  well  towards  his  own^ 
'and|bad  no  more  doubt  of  the  part  he  was 
to  aE,  and  the  play  now  went  on  both  un- 
der the  table  and  above  it,  and  the  two 
young  perfons  came  off  again  victorious  ; 

at 
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at  the  third  rubber  the  Bifhbp  infiRed  they 
Jhou]d  draw  for  partners,  which  being  done, 
i:he  Lady  drew  Lord  Freeman,  and  the  two 
veterans  agani  attacked  them  with  no  bet- 
ter fuccefs  than  before. 

I  played  at  another  table,  and  had  the 
,  honour  of  the  other  niece  for  my  partner 
the  whole  evening,  in  which  we  played  only 
two  rubbers,  and  came  off  viftorious  alio  ; 
Dur  opponents,  dne  of  whom  was  an  Offi- 
icer,  and  the  otheir  a  Judge,  drefied  in  his 
^own,  with  a  large  crofs  at  his  breaftj  took 
up  much  of  our  time  in  abufmg,  and  find- 
ing fault  with  each  other's  play  ;  and  dur- 
ing their  altercations,  I  obferved^  that  they 
gave  each  other  thie  lye.  direft  repeatedly, 
'without  the  leali  appearance  of  offence  on 
either  fide,  or  of  any  emotion  of  furprif^ 
among  the  fpedators,    who  were  nume- 
irous. 

It  was  now  time  to  retire;  the  Bifhop 

Teemed  very  gracious,  and  the  two  Ladies, 

who  had  been  both  fuccefsful,  appeared 

Vol.  L  N  very 
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very    happy  ;    Lord    Freeman's   partner 
thanked  him  for  having  aided  her  fo  effec- 
tually in  winning  two  broad  pieces  from  the 
Governor.  TheBifhopjhimfelf,  on  our  tak- 
ing leave,  attended  us  to  the  door,  affuring 
us,  he  woul^l  pay  us  his  refpefts  in  perfon, 
and  offering  us,  in  a  long  firing  of  com- 
mon-place compliment,  his  Palace,  him- 
felf,  his  Cathedral  and  every  thing  elfe  he 
poffeffed,  all  at  our  fervice  and  command. 
On  our  return  home,  Valere  told  us  very 
frankly,  that,  had  it  not  been  on  our  ac- 
count, he  would  not  have  drivelled  away 
fo  much  of  his  time  among  a  fet  of  people, 
whofe  kindeft  wifli'  to  him  was,  that  his 
throat  were  cut ;  I  obferved  to  him,  that 
it  muff  then  be  an  uncomfortable  feel  to 
live  among  fuch  people,  in  which  he  af- 
fented  heartily,  and  added  wi^h  a  figh,  that 
he  could  give  us  fuch  an  account  of  his  fi- 
tuation  as  would  appear  almoft  incredible ; 
that,  had  he  been  an  Engiifhman,  he  cer- 
tainly would  have  blown  out  his   own 

brains. 
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brains,  with  half  the  provocation  he  has 
had  to  do  it ;  but^  that  the  confideration  of 
an  infant  family,  entirely  dependent  on 
himfelf,  was  what  had  chiefly  reflrained 
him.  Lord  Freeman  then  informed  him  of 
the  dumb  intrigue  he  had  commenced  at 
theBifhop's  under  the  table,  and  afked  him, 
if  all  the  women  of  quality  of  the  tountry 
were  of  fuch  facility  of  addrefs  in  matters 
of  gallantry?  The  Frenchman  laughed  hear- 
tily at  the  recital,  and  faid,  that  in  that  way 
alfo  he  could  relate  to  us  fuch  adventures— 
that  gallantry  in  Portugal  required  great 
flvill,  patience  and  addrefs ;  that  it  was  dan- 
gerous, by  no  means  on  the  part  of  the  La- 
dies, who  of  themfelves  are  the  befl  and  the 
kindeft  creatures  imaginable,  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  jealous  eyes  of  male  and  fe- 
male Argufes,  with  which  the  objeft  in 
queftion  is,  to  her  infinite  regret^  conftant- 
ly  furrounded ;  for  the  mothers  well  know, 
by  experience,  that  this  is  the  beft  fecurity 
they  can  have  for  the  prefervation  of  their 
N  2  daugh- 
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daughters  virtue ;  but  that  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  when  the  unmerciful  knife  was  once 
unfneathed,  it  feldom  returned  to  its  fcab- 
bard  without  doing  mifchief;  that  intrigue 
here  v/as  as  different  from  the  fame  thing 
in  Paris  or  London,  as  the  two  greateft  op- 
pohtes,  andmufl  be  as  di-ferently. managed: 
here  we  were  called  to  fupper. 

The  next  day  we  were  on  the  Glacis  at 
tlie  time  appointed  ;  the  hrft  Regiment  of 
Hit  Garrifon  vv^as  drawn  out  and  waiting 
for  the  Governor ;  the  uniform  was  new 
atid  vvtII  put  on,  k  was  blue  turned  up  with 
fcarlet,  with  a  white  cape  and  orange-co- 
loured cuffs,  a  white  waiftcoat  and  yellow 
breeches ;  fuch,  it  feems,  was  the  late  Count 
la  Lippe's  tail  in  the  compofition  of  uni- 
forms :  Soon  after  the  Governor  appeared, 
preceded  by  all  the  Staff  Officers  of  the 
Garrifon  on  horfeback  ;  he  was  himfelf 
mounted  on  a  fine  capering  horfe,  with-  a 
full-pique  faddle,  rinng  fix  inches  above  the 
feat  before,  and  as  man}^  behiindj  with  large 

embroi- 
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embroidered  furniture,  adorned  with  lona[ 
gold  fringes  and  taffels;  he  was  follov/ed 
hy  two  fervants  with  two  led  horfes,  and 
two  other  fervants  mounted  alfo,  v/ith  fad- 
dle-cloths  having  his  Arms  embroidered  on 
them,  expofed  and  fufpended  o\^r  the  left 
Ann  of  each ;  th^re  was  likewife  a  large  cloth 
portrnanteaUj  of  the  colour  of  the  livery, 
fluffed  full,  and  with  his  Arms  wTOught 
upon  it,  fixed  on  the  faddle  before  each  fer- 
vant;  when  the  Governor  approached  the 
iinCj  he  was  received  with  prefented  arms, 
with  the  three  ruffe,  and  the  colours  drop- 
ped ;  the  exercife  then  followed,  and  the 
manoeuvres,  which  were  performed  with 
tokrable  exaftnefs. 

The  Governor  returned  to  his  Garrifon 
in  the  fame  parade  with  which  he  had 
iffued  ;  and  we  rode  with  Valere  round  its 
environs,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Forts  St.  Lucia 
and  la  J^ippe,  As  we  werq  riding  about,  I 
am  furprifed.  General  Valere,  (faid  Lord 
Freeman  to  him)  tliat,  fituate  as  you  ap- 

N  3  pear 
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pear  to  be  in  this  country,  you  have  not  the 
fineft  Army  in  the  world ;  a  fine  cHmatea 
you  certainly  have  hardly  any  conflifts 
with  the  elements,  like  thofe  we  are  daily 
expofed  to  in  our  Northern  regions  ;  your 
men,  as  you  tell  me,  are  well  cloathed  and 
appointed,  then  what  fhould  poflibly  pre- 
vent their  being  always  in  excellent  order  ? 
Alas  !  my  Lord,  (faid  Valere)  did  you  ever 
hear  of  an  Army  without  Officers,  or  can  a 
fingle  Regiment  or  company  be  faid  to  exift 
without  them  ?  here  again  you  bring  me 
into  a  field,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  tra- 
verfe  over  with  you  now  ;  you  know  the 
Governor  and  fome  of  the  principal  Officers 
of  the  Garrifon  dine  with  me  to-day,  it  is 
time  for  us  to  wait  upon  them.   Before  you 
leave  us,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  fatisfy  you 
on  every  fubjed  we  have  yet  touched  upon, 
mean  time  what  preffes  mod  mufl  be  firft 
attended  to  :  on  faying  this,  we  all  return- 
ed to  the  Garrifon. 

The 
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The  Bifhop  was  this  day  hkewife  of  the 
party,  Mr.  de  Valere  having  requefled  that 
honour  of  him  the  preceding  evening  ;  the 
company  met  about  one  o'clock,  the  ufual 
hour  of  dinner  in  this  country ;  Valere 
had  an  old  French  foldier  in  his  fervice  for 
many  years,  who  was  an  excellent  cook 
upon  occafions  ;  this  man  was  fet  to  work, 
affifled  alio  by  his  mailer's  own  dire6lions, 
and  fent  them  in  a  dinner  much  beyond 
every  thing  the  Bifhop  or  the  Governor 
could  produce ;  xh^fricajfees,  the petits  pa- 
tes and  the  piquant  fauces  of  a  delicate  ha- 
ricot, and  a  difh  of  fine  red-legged pei'drix 
aux  ckoux,  tickled  their  palates  moil  agree- 
ably, and  obtained  the  highefl  encomiums. 
As  the  Portuguefe,  in  general,  Live  very  ab- 
ftemioufiy,  excepting  in  the  affair  of  fweet- 
meats,  that  may  be  one  reafon,  when  they 
fit  down  to  a  real  good  dinner,  that  they 
eat  without  mercy,  as  it  happened  on  the 
prefent  occafion ;  the  Bifhop  and  the  Gover- 
•fior  ate  like  a  couple  of  ploughmen,  and  D. 
N  4  John 
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John  like  a  mpnfter.  Mrs.  Valere  did  not 
appear^  though  (he  was  within  hearings 
Valere  had  forae  dozens  of  old  Burgundy  ii\ 
his  cellar,  and  thought  this  was  a  good  oc- 
canon  to  pipduee  thejn;  he  therefore  or- 
dered a  bottle  of  it  to  be  fet  upon  thp  table^ 
near  each  pf  the  gueflsj  giving  us  before- 
hand a  hint  of  his  intention  :  at  dinner 
Lord  Freeman  filled  his  glafs^  and  drank  to 
the  health  of  the  Governefs,  Valere  and 
Don  John  fupportpd  him,  and  the  Bifhop 
could  do  no  lefs ;  the  fame  was  feverally 
repeated  to  the  Bifhop's  two  nieces,  the 
EngliPnmen's  politenefs  was  acknowledged 
by  their  drinking  at  the  fame  time  wit^h 
tis;  all  was  now  mirth  and  cpnverfation, 
and  the  Burgundy  had  vifi^ly  diffipated  the 
cloud  which  uniformly  lowered  upon  the 
Bifliop's  brow ;  he  filled  his  glafs  and  drank 

to  the  health  of  the  King  and  Oueen  of 

•  (J  •>»< 

England,  immediately  after  which  a  gene- 
ral diicharge  of  the  artillery  of  the  Garnfon 
was  heard  ;   as  foon  as  it  was  proper  after-- 

wards^ 
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wards.  Lord  Freeman  filled  his  glai:  to  the 
brim,  and,  (landing  up,  drank  to  the  health 
pf  the  Kiiig  and  Queen  of  Portugal^  in 
which  the  v/hole  company  joiaedj  and  ano- 
tlier  difchcHTe  of  the  artillery  follQwed; 
Don  John  talked  this  day,  as  ivell  as  laugh- 
ed exceilively,  and  called  vociferoufly  for 
more  wine ;  he,  the  Bifhop  and  Gpyernor 
all  enquired  of  ValerCj  from  whence  he  had 
his  wine  ?  for  fuch  they  had  never  before 
tailed  ;  they  were  no  lefs  inquifi{;i^-e  con- 
cerning his  cook,  praifed  his  dinner  extra- 
vagantly, and  wifhed  they  had  fuch  wine 
and  fuch  a  cook  of  their  own  ;  like  children 
who  deiire  to  poffefs  every  thing  they 
reckon  valuable,  which  they  fee  in  the 
poffeflion  of  others. 

The  defert  and  coffee  being  over,  the 
Billipp  and  Gpvernor  both  declared  they 
had  never  ate  and  drank  fo  mucli^and  feem- 
ed  vallly  pleafed,  but  defired  their  carriages 
^night  come  to  the  door,  for  that  they  alfo 
|iever  had  more  occafion  to  fieep  the  fella. 

Before 
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Before  he  took  his  leave,  theBifhop  infifted 
Lord  Freeman  and  the  reft  of  tlie  company 
(hould  dine  with  him  the  next  day ;  the  Go- 
vernor confented,  provided  they  all  dined 
with  him  the  day  following.  Things  being 
thus  fettled,  the  company  feparated. 

We  now  propofed  vifiting  the  City  of 
Badajox,  at  three  fhort  leagues  diftance  in 
the  Spanifh  Eftremadura,  the  Garrifon  of 
Campo-mayor,  the  field  of  battle  of  the 
lines  ofElvas,  fought  in  1658,  with  every 
other  fituation,  according  to  the  plan  we 
had  laid  down,  and  which  John  Carlos  had 
hitherto  been  fo  a6live  in  helping  us  to  exe- 
cute. Upon  communicating  our  fcheme  to 
Mr.  de  Valere,  he  infifted  on  accompanying 
us,  and  approved  much  of  fuch  an  idea  ; 
we  all  rode  to  Badajox  next  morning  early, 
returning  to  the  Bjftiop's  to  dinner. 

The  fame  evening,  Valere  told  us,  that, 

to  convince  us  how  much  he  was  difpofed 

to  forward  and  affift  our  military  refearches 

in  this  country,  he  would  indulge  us  with 

:  *  .  the 
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the  perufal  of  a  paper  in  his  poflefTion,  of 
great  vakie,  both  on  account  of  the  char 
rafter  of  the  writer,  and  particularly  of  the 
fubje6l  matter  it  treats  of,  fo  interefling  to 
whoever  {liall  in  future  be  charged  either 
with  the  attack  or  defence  of  the  land  fron- 
tiers of  Portugal :  In  faft,  this  paper  was  no 
other  than  an  authentic  copy  of  a  memorial 
of  the  Campaign  of  1 762  in  Portugal,  com- 
pofed  for  the  King,  by  the  late  Marefhai 
General  Count  la  Lippe,  who  commanded 
the  Portuguefe  and  Englifli  forces,  afting 
on  this  frontier,  againfl:  the  united  forces  of 
France  and  Spain,  who  were  at  leaft  five 
or  fix  times  their  number. 

We  greedily  ran  over  the  whole  manu- 
fcript  that  very  evening,  and  after  retiring 
to  our  bed-chambers  I  had  began  to  copy  it, 
but  would  not  proceed  without  Valeres 
permifTion,  which  we  requefled  and  obtain- 
ed the  next  morning  as  we  again  rode  put, 
Jellifying  to  Mr.  de  Valere  at  the  fame  time, 
pur  unfeigned  ienfe  of  the  weighty  obliga^ 
fion  he  had  now  laid  us  under— With  this 

copy 
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copy  in  our  Iiancl  (faid  Lord  Freeman)  we 
will  now  vifit  Valer;icia  d'  Alcantara  and  all 
the  frontier  to  the  Tagus ;  we  will  examine 
the  famous  pafs  of  that  river  at  Villa  Velhaj 
with  the  grounds  which  General  Burgoyne 
occupied ;  we  will  go  over  thofe  rugged 
and  barren  mountains  the  Marefhai  General 
defcrihes  fo  minutely  ;  wq  will  go  as  far  as 
Almeida,  and,  if  we  have  time,  even  to 
the  banks  of  the  Douro,  where  General 
O'Hara  oppofed  Count  O'Reily's  entrance 
into  the  |3eiraon  that  fide.  My  dearValere, 
(added  he)  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  tell  y^u 
how  much  you  have  obliged  us. 

We  had  gone  that  morning  to  vilit  the 
Garrifon  of  Campo-mayor  and  the  frontier 
between  that  and  Elvjis,  which  is  all  in- 
tereftir)g  ground,  but  were  obliged  to  re- 
turn fooner  than  we  wifhed^  on  account  of 
the  Governor's  dinner  :  I  hate  thefe  great 
dinners  of  ceremony,  (faid  Lord  Freeman) 
they  break  in  upon  the  whole  day,  and  run 
away  v/iih  a  great  deal  of  time,  mifem- 

ploye4 
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ployed  in  guzzling  and  grimace,  or  at  beft 
in  idle  vague  difcourfe  about  Fidalgos,  or 
Nuns,  or  bull-feafls,  or  (hooting  the  wild 
boar;  all  which  appear  to  me  fo  tedious 
and  impertinent — now,  my  dear  General, 
(continued  he)  before  we  go,  you  muft 
favour  us  with  your  own  ideas  of  the  paft 
and  prefent.  Rate  of  your  Army,  fince  you 
have  known  it,  as  you  gave  us  room  to 
hope  you  would  do ;  I  am  fo  much  the 
more  defirous  of  this,  as  I  have  every  rea- 
fort  to  believe  we  fliall  not  meet  with  ano- 
ther Officer  in  the  fervice,  who  can  fatisfy 
us  fo  completely  on  the  fubjeft. 

Mr.  de  Valere  replied,  that  he  hoped  we 
would  give  him  credit  for  his  good  will  to 
oblige  us,  from  what  he  had  already  done 
in  that  way,  and  he  was  refolved  not  now 
to  flop  (hort ;  to-morrow,  he  laid,  we  had 
no  engagement  abroad,  that  after  riding  in 
the  morning,  we  would  dine  quietly  toge- 
ther, and  he  would  give  us  fome  detail  of  his 
own  adventures,  in  w4iich  he  might  fay, 

a  pret- 
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a  pretty  good  account  of  the  Army  Wa« 
necefTarily  interwoven  ;  and  he  afTured  uSj 
every  information  he  gave  us  fhould  be 
dictated  by  truth  and  impartiality,  let 
praife  or  blame  fall  where  they  would ;  and 
that  for  the  greater  certainty,  he  would 
confine  himfelf  to  what  fell  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  his  own  pradice  and  experience. 

The  great  dinner  at  the  Governor's  be- 
ing got  through,  that  very  evening  when 
we  retired,  Mr.  de  Valere  told  us,  that  as  it 
had  been  impoffible  to  fhew  us  the  infide  of 
the  Fort  la  Lippe,  which  was  fo  well  worth 
our  obfervation,  he  would  make  up  that 
lofs  to  us  after  the  befl  manner  in  his  power ; 
he  then  produced  for  our  infpe61ion  all 
iiis  papers  of  the  plans  of  the  fame  ;  the 
elevations,  feftions,  and  profiles  of  the 
whole  from  the  great  ciilern  below,  to  thofe 
of  every  other  part  ;  that  of  the  gallery 
whicli  runs  round  under  the  covered  way^ 
the  galleries  d'  ecoute,  or  whifpering  galle^ 
rie  ^i  the  detached  worlvs  and  tli^-branchings 

of 
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of  the  mines;the  fcouringand  flanking  guns, 
mounted  fo  as  to  plunge  down  the  moun- 
tain, at  all  the  acceflible  places  ;  the  quick 
methods  of  undoing  the  barracks  and  para- 
pets, and  of  forming  new  batteries  with 
difpatch  ;  that  of  raifing  the  guns  at  tlie 
faillant  angles,  fo  as  to  traverfe  in  any  di- 
reftion  at  the  moment  of  firing,  with  tlie 
method  of  lowering  them  for  loading  im- 
mediately after ;  his  hand  powder-mills  for 
making  any  quantity  of  powder  on  any 
emergency,  from  the  materials  kept  in  (tore 
ready  for  ufe  ;  with  many  other  inftances 
of  the  Count  la  Lippe's  ingenuity,  as  well 
as  his  own,  in  the  conflruftion  and  defence 
of  this  important  fortrefs,  which,  I  am  af- 
fured,  is  the  only  thing  in  this  kingdom 
really  deferving  the  name. 

We  were  charmed  with  Valere's  conde- 

fcenfion,  and  no  lefs  edify ed  by  the  perufal 

of  what  he  laid  before  us  ;  I  copied  Count 

.  la  Lippe's  memorial  of  the  campaign,  and 

returned  Mr.  de  Valere  his  copy  the  next 

ibrenoon 
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forenoon  after  riding,  with  many  expfef= 
iions  of  thankfulnefs. 

After  dinner  and  a  diih  of  cooling  coffe^j 
Major  General  Valere  gave  us  an  account 
of  himfelf,  almoft  from  his  boyilh  days  to 
that  moment ;  which  you  cannot  expe6l  iii 
this  epiftle,  as  it  already  much  exceeds  th€ 
ufual  bounds.     Adieu* 


LET- 
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LETTER      XL 

CaftelBranco,  1778. 

Dear  Brother. 

Vv  E  have  been  bufily  reconno'tr'ng  all 
about  this  frontier,  with  the  Count  la 
Lippe's  memorial  in  our  hands,  and,  as 
military  men,  have  been  highly  entertain- 
ed  ;  though  I  fancy  the  few  poor  peafants 
we  met,  would  not  find  it  eafy  to  guefs  the 
reafon  two  foreigners  with  a  Priefl,  could 
have  for  fcrambling  upon  bare  rocks,  and 
through  a  barren  country  only  inhabited 
by  goats,  as  we  have  been  conflantly  do- 
ing for  above  this  fortnight  paft,  and  ilept 
laft  night,  though  at  this  advanced  feafon  of 
the  year,  in  our  cloaks  a  la  belle  Etoile, 
without  feeling  the  leafl  bad  confequences. 
Vol.  L  O  fuch 
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fuch  is  the  favourable  climate  of  this  coun^ 
try ;  and  haiving  feen  what  we  wifhed  for 
here,  I  believe  to-morrow,  or  the  next  day, 
we  fhall  fet  forward  for  Almeida.  But  as 
I  think  Mr.  de  Valere's  account  of  himfelf 
is  really  an  interefting  relation,  fo  much 
the  more  fo,  as  I  am  certain,  a  great  part 
of  it  is  true,  and  I  firmly  believe  the  whole, 
though  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  afcertain 
the  truth  of  that  part  of  his  adventures 
which  happened  before  he  arrived  in  this 
country :  I  fhall  endeavour  to  give  it  you 
before  we  leave  this  place,  not  knowing 
what  other  occupations  we  may  have  at  . 
Almeida.  I  muft,  on  account  of  its  length, 
fend  it  in  feparate  packets,  which  you  can 
put  together  after  receiving  them,  in  cafe 
you  think  it  worth  while  to  keep  thefe  let- 
ters any  where  apart  in  your  cabinet,  I 
fhall  how  proceed  to  the  account  in  the 
General's  own  words,  as  nearly  as  ^  tranf- 
iation  will  permit,  in  which  I  fhall  be  faith- 

ful 
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Do 


M  and  nearly  literah;  and.  I  may  very 
jproperly  ftile  it, 

The  Hiftory  of  Major  General   de 

V^LERE. 

"  I  ought  fee  be  fo  much  the  happier  (faid 

the  General)  in  giving  you  feme  account 

■of  my  life,  ei^eciaUy  fmce  I  came  into  this 

country, -and  my^opinion  of  it,  at  lead  with 

.regard  to  the  Army^  as  it  is  not  likely  X 

ihall  ever  ha\^  fuch  another  opportunity 

-of  being  ufefu^  to  your  countrymen,  few 

rof  them  ever  comiisig  this  way,  and  to  fay 

the  truth.  Hill  fewer  of  them  appearing  en- 

•dowed  with  that  fliare  of  affability  and  wit- 

lingnefs  to  improve  ;by  travelling,  without 

which  it  is  of  no  ufe,  and  theic  labour  and 

«xpence  are  entirely  thrown  away ;   and 

here,  Gentlemen,  I  am  ferious,  and  do  not 

mean  it  only  as  a  compliment,  when  I  tell 

you  both,  that  the  fenfible  manner  I  found 

you  had  adopted,  in  afking  queilions  and 

O  2  gather- 
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gathering  information,  by  induftrioufly  lay- 
ing yourfelves  out  for  it,  and  defpifing  no 
afliftance  offered  you,  was  what  at  firft 
engaged  me  in  your  favour,  and  a  farther 
acquaintance  with  you,  ferved  to  confirm 
me  in  the  fame  difpofition  ;  I  have  there- 
fore made  it  a  point,  to  give  you  every  aid 
I  could,  and  this  copy  of  the  Count  la  Lippe's 
memorial  I  look  upon  as  an  effential  one, 
whether  we  confider  it  with  regard  to  the 
helps  you  will  draw  from  it  in  furveying 
this  frontier  with  a  military  eye,  or  as  a 
fine  performance,  well  deferving  the  perufal 
of  every  military  man. 

"  Be  that  as  it  may,  if  the  example  of  my 
fufferings,  and  of  the  abominable  ufage  I ' 
have  met  with  in  this  fervice,  can  be  in  any 
manner  ufeful  to  inftru6t  others  in  the  na- 
ture of  thefe  people,  or  to  deter  thepi  from 
trufting  their  fortunes,  or  mifpending  their 
time  among  fuch  a  worthlefs  race,  it  will 
be  particularly  fo  to  the  natives  of  Great 
Britain,  where  political  and  commercial 

conneC" 
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connexions  with  this  country,  being  clofer 
than  thofe  with  France,  or  any  other  coun- 
try, fo  a  greater  number  of  Officers  from 
the  Britifli  fervice  has  been  employed  in 
this ;  every  one  of  whom,  I  will  anfwer 
for  it,  repented  and  ftill  repents  his  folly, 
in  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  feduced  by  ap- 
pearances, into  fuch  a  difagreeable  fitii- 
ation  ;  it  is  indeed  true,  that  thofe  of  them 
who  had  it  by  any  means  in  their  power, 
have  left  us  and  retired,  efpecially  fmce  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  reigrij  'as 
fince  that  period  particularly  every  bafe  and 
finifter  method  has  been  pra6lifed  to  difguft 
them ;  fo  that  I  believe  there  are  hardly  fix 
Officers  here  now,  who  were  ever  in  the 
Britifli  fervice ;  fome  of  thofe  you  will  pro- 
bably meet  with  in  your  travels,  and  moil 
of  them  are  really  Officers  of  capacity  and 
rtierit. 

"  But  to  begin  with  myfelf — I  am  a  native 

of  Amiens  in  Picardy ^  and  had  my  military 

education  at  the  fchool  of  la  Fere,  then  di- 

i  O  3  re6led 
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re6led  by  the  greateS:  Profeffor  at  thai  time 
in  France,  I  mean  the  late  Mr.  Behdor,  of 
whom  you  muft  have  heard,  and  who  ha4 
fuch  an  opinion  of  my  fmali  abilities,-  that, 
he  fcrupled  not  to  recommend  me  to  the 
late  celebrated  Mareflial  de  Saxe,.then.run^ 
ning  fuccefsfully  his  career  of  military 
fame.  I  was  admitted  into  his  family,  and 
had  the  lingular  advantage  of  performing 
my  firft  military  ferviees  under  his  eye  and 
dire£lion ;  and,  I  may  fay,  without  vanity, 
I  had  as  fair  a  profpe6l  of  advancement  as- 
perhaps  any  other  young  French  Officer,. 
who  had  no  fortune  but  that  which  depend- 
ed upon  the  point  of  his  fword.  At  the 
end  of  my  fecond  campaign,  which  was 
that  of  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  when,  as 
ufual,  the  French  Officers  afked  permiffion 
to  go  andliivert  themfelves  at  Paris,  I  beg- 
ged fome  weeks  leave  to  come  to  Amiens 
to  vifit  my  mother,  reduced  to  a  ftate  of 
widowhood  during  my  abfence,  and  stn 
only  fifter,  whom  I  dearly  loved.     I  had 

not 
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not  been  long  at  home,  when  I  was  given 
to  underftand  by  hints  and  furmifes  of  our 
neighbours  and  acquaintance,  that  the  Ba- 
ron de  Romenil,  then  a  Captain  of  a  Regi- 
ment quartered  in  Amiens^  had  been  taking 
improper  Hberties  with  my  fifter's  name  ; 
that  he  had  made  her  frequent  vifits  for 
fome  time  before,  but  had  now  difconti- 
nued  them :  I  taxed  my  fifter  with  it,  and 
fhe  frankly  acknowledged  it  was  true,  that 
fhe  thought  him  the  moft  amiable  of  men, 
that  he  had  made  her  the  moft  honourable 
propofals,  but  that  very  lately  and  all  of  a 
fudden,  he  had  entirely  difcofitinued  his 
vifits  to  her,  without  afligning  any  reafon, 
which  gave  her  the  moft  pungent  uneafi- 
nefs. 

"  Fired  with  this  information,  I  immedi- 
ately fent  a  cartel  to  this  amiable  Baron, 
telling  him  that  the  nature  of  his  connexi- 
on with  my  fifter  was  fuch,  that  he  muft 
either  engage  immmediately  to  marry  her, 
or  to  meet  me  the  next  morning  at  the 
O  4  .  place 
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place  I  appointed  him  ;  he  agreed  to  the 
latter  part  of  my  propofal :  we  met,  and  I 
left  him  on  the  carreau  ;  I  came  home,,  and 
packing  up  my  portmanteau,  repaired  to 
my  mafter,  the  Marefhal  de  Saxe,  who 
was  at  that  time  at  Dunkirk,  fuperintend- 
ing  the  preparations  for  an  expedition  to 
Scotland,  in  favour  of  the  Chevalier  de 
St.  George,  but  which  never  took  place; 
and  I  told  him  the  affair  exa6lly  as  it  had 
happened.  The  Baron's  relations  were  in 
the  mean  time  making  clofe  enquiry  af- 
ter me,  and  even  applications  from  very 
refpe6table  parties  were  made  concerning 
me  to  Marefhal  de  Saxe  himfelf;  who, 
finding  I  was  likely  to  be  brought  into 
danger,  and  having  a  great  regard  for  me, 
difpatched  me  privately  to  Paris,  with  a 
proper  letter  of  recommendation  to  the 
then  Secretary  at  War,  who  fent  me  with 
the  commiffion  of  Sub -engineer  of  the 
Garrifon  of  Port  Royal  in  Martinico,  to  St. 
Maloes,  where  there  was  a  large  veffel  at 

that 
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that  time  loaded  with  provifions  and  ftores 
of  all  kinds,  ready  to  fail  for  that  colony  ; 
I  reached  the  veffel  a  few  days  before  (he 
failed,  and  found  confiderable  difficulty  in 
getting  my  paffage  till  I  produced  Govern- 
ment's letters  and  orders  I  had  for  the  Cap- 
tain General  at  Martinico.  The  great  ca- 
bin and  ftate  rooms  were  already  occupied 
by  above  twenty  young  women,  who,  as 
is  ufual  in  France,  had  bound  themfelves 
to  go  as  apprentices  or  fervants  to  the  co- 
lonies for  a  ftipulated  number  of  years, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  put  up  with  a  fmali 
birth  the  Captain  offered  me  in  a  tempo- 
rary round -houfe  he  had  made  for  himfelf 
on  the  quarter-deck.  We  failed  from  St* 
Maloes,  and  as  the  fhip  was  large  and  well 
trimmed,  and  the  weather  good,  we  had  a 
pleafant  paffage  acrofs  the  Bay  of  Bifcay, 
The  young  women  were  frequently  on 
deck,  efpecially  on  an  evening,  and  as  I 
was  then  young  and  gay,  and  played  a 
little  on  the  violin  and  German  flute,  you 

may 
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may  fuppofe  we  foon  fcraped  acquaint 
Since ;  and  as  there  was  fcarce  another  man 
on  board  who  had  the  appearance  of  ,a 
gentleman,  I  foon  had  jnore  of  the  ladies 
company  than  I  defired :  but,  as  among 
fo  many  it  was  impoiFible  to  remain  with- 
out forming  fome  attachment,  I  readily 
diftinguifhed  in  Mademoifelle  de  Joinvilfe 
fomething  which  made  me  prefer  her  to  all 
the  others  ;  (he  was  young,  and  very  beau- 
tiful, for  a  Frenchwoman,  had  a  modefl 
and  infinuating  air,  which  almoft  all  the^ 
others  wanted,  who,  it  was  eafy  to  difcern 
had  been  low-bred  creatures,  and  of  very 
irregular  lives,  as  their  praftices  with  the 
failors  foon  evinced.  For  my  part,  as  I 
attached  myfeif  only  to  Mifs  Joinville,  I 
was  foon,  with  a  little  flattery  and  court- 
Iliip,  admitted  to  her  mofl  intimate  friend- 
(hip,  and  to  a  fliare  of  her  bed  in  one  of 
the  ftate-rooms.  But  our  happinefs  was  of 
fhort  duration  ;  for  as  we  approached  the 

blufter- 
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tluftering  Cape  Finifterre,  a  fudden  fquall 
carried  away  out  maintop-maft  and  part 
of  the  bowfprit.  Imagine  yourfelves  in  a 
florm  at  fea>  and  in  the  midft  of  twenty 
females  who  had  never  before  been  on  fait 
water,  retching  to  death  and  terrified  with 
their  (ituation !  We  continued  to  be  buffet- 
ed with  ftormy  weather  tiir  we  made  the 
Rock  of  Lifbon,  when  the  Captain  declared 
the  neceffity  of  going  into  that  harbour  to 
refit  before  he  could  proceed  on  his  voyage. 
We  were  but  a  very  fhort  time  in  the 
harbour,  bufily  employed  in  refitting  a 
little  below  the  Caflle  of  Belem,  when  a 
report  of  the  female  cargo  we  had  on  board 
reaching  the  Exchange  and  other  parts  of 
the  city,  we  had  a  number  of  vifits  from 
the  {h^re  of  French  Gentlemen,  of  Dutch, 
Englifh  and  Portuguefe  Officers,Merchants, 
Knights  of  Chrift,  Priefts  and  Fryars,  of  all 
colours  and  habits ;  and  the  eloquence  and 
induilry  of  thefe  Gentlemen  was  furprifing. 
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as  well  as  the  art  they  had  of  fo  quickly 
conciliating  the  afFeftions  of  our  ladies  7 
for  fome  of  thefe  began  to  difappear  in  a 
very  few  days  after  the  vifits  commenced. 
Our  Captain,  who  like  a  fool,  had  bound 
himfelf  to  deliver  the  ladies  fafe  at  Martin 
nico,  the  danger  of  the  feas  only  excepted, 
took  the  alarm,  and  applied  to  the  French 
Conful-General  for  affiftance.  According- 
ly, centinels  from  the  (hore  were  planted 
on  the  gangways,  and  guard-boats  round 
the  fhip,  but  all  in  vain.  Jupiter  defcend- 
ed  himfelf  to  the  lap  of  Danae  in  a  (hower 
of  gold  ;  and  by  the  Kelp  of  only  a  very 
little  gold  dull  in  the  eyes  of  Portuguefe 
centinels,  who  were  then  naked,  and  who 
looked  more  like  fcare-crows  than  foldiers, 
our  ladies  defcended  nightly  into  the  boats, 
which  came  from  all  fides  to  fetch  them. 
I  did  alfo  all  I  could  in  aflifting  the  Captain 
to  prevent  thefe  nofturnal  elopements,  but 
to  no  purpofe.  The  Captain  one  night  re- 
ceived the  llab  of  a  knife  in  the  back  of  his 

hand. 
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hand,  which  had  been  aimed  at  his  belly, 
and  fwore  he  would  never  rilk  his  perfon 
more  for  fuch  jades,  wifhed  they  were  all 
at  the  Devil,  and  declared  he  would  never 
more  take  fuch  a  villainous  cargo  on  board. 
In  fad,  the  night  following  that  accident, 
every  one  of  them  was  gone,  excepting 
only  Mifs  Joinville,  who  teftified  her  utter 
diiapprobation  of  the  infamous  condu6l  of 
the  others,  and  told  me  fhe  would  never 
leave  the  (liip  while  I  remained  in  it,  and 
fo  far  fhe  kept  her  word. 

When  our  IJiip  was  furveyed,  to  ex4- 
inine  what  repairs  would  be  wanting,  it 
was  found  fhe  had  not  only  fuffered  by  the 
ftorm  confiderably  in  her  mafts  and  rig- 
ging, but  that  it  was  alfo  necefTary  ta 
heave  her  partly  down  in  the  water,  in  or- 
ider  to  get  at  fome  feams  below  the  bend, 
which  had  opened  with  th§  working,  and 
through  which  fhe  made  water.  I  was 
very  a61ive  in  lending  all  the  affiflance  I 
jcoi^ljd,  which  the  Captain  acknowledged. 

Our 
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Our  vifits  from  the  city  ceafed  with  the 
caufe  of  them  ;  only  the  Captain  of  a  Por- 
tuguefe  Man  of  War,  which  was  moored 
a  Httle  above  us  in  the  river,  would  fome- 
times  come  on  board  of  us  in  his  barge,  to 
fee  how  our  repairs   went  on,  and  was 
indeed  fo  kind  as  to  lend  us  caulkers  from 
his  (hip ;  but  as  this  Gentleman  could  not 
fpeak  French,  he  brought  with  him  as  his 
Interpreter,  another  young  man,  an  Offi- 
cer, who  fpoke  it  tolerably  well ;  this  per- 
fon  vifited  us  -daily  till  our  repairs  were 
near  complete;  and,  as  the  Captain  and 
myfelf  were  engaged  in  different  employ- 
ments,  the  young  man  would  walk  the 
quarter-deck,  efpecially  when  he  obferved 
Mifs  Joinville  there,  to  whom  he  always 
behaved  with  the  gr^ateft  politenefs  and 
refpe6l ;  nor  had  we  the  fmalleft  reafon  to 
fufpeft  that  any  thing  but  common  civili- 
ties pafled  between  them ;  a  few  days  be- 
fore we  were  to  fail,  our  Captain  received 

a  card 
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a  card  from  the  Captain  of  the  Man  of  War 
inviting  him,  Mifs  Joinville  and  myfelf  to 
dine  with  him  ;  he  brought  me  the  card, 
faying  at  the  fame  time  he  could  not  go, 
having  fo  much  to  do  on  board  ;  I  alfo 
wifhed  to  excufe  myfelf,  but  Mifs  Joinville 
was  defirous  to  go,  faying  (he  had  never 
been  on  board  a  (hip  of  war ;  the  Captain 
declared  abfolutely  againft  her  going,  unlefs 
I  would  accompany  her,  adding,  that  as 
by  her  behaviour  hitherto  (lie  had  proved 
herfelf  to  be  a  perfon  of  honour,  he  would 
not  rifk  her  out  of  the  fhip,  without  a  per- 
fon he  could  depend  on  along  with  her  ; 
on  feeing  this  I  accompanied  her,  and  we 
were  perfe6lly  well  received,  entertained 
and  conduced  back  to  our  fliip  ;  foon  after 
this,  when  every  thing  was  prepared  for 
failing,  and  on  the  day  immediately  pre- 
ceding, which  was  a  Sunday,  the  Captain 
of  the  Man  of  War  with  the  young  man 
came  on  board  of  us  in  his  barge,  and  afked 

the 
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the  favour  of  our  company  to  dine  with 
him  on  fhore,  at  his  houfe  near  a  village 
wliieh  he  (hewed  us  in  the  country,  fituated 
on  a  high  ground  about  a  mile  from  the 
beach,  and  where  we  ftiould  fee  a  bull- 
feaii  in  the  afternoon,  and  he  Would,  as 
ufual,  conduft  us  fafe  back  in  his  own  barge 
in  the  evening  ;  our  Captain  again  excufed 
himfelf,  faying  he  would  by  no  means  leave 
the  (hip,  now  every  thing  was  ready  for 
failing,  that  he  fhould  certainly  drop  down 
to  the  Bar  by  midnight's  tide,  and  get  over 
if  poflible  then ;  Mifs  Joinville  feemed  very 
defirous  to  go,  and  I  confefs,  I  wilhed  to 
fee  a  fpeftacle  quite  new  to  me,  and  of 
which  I  had  heard  fo  much ;  and  having,  as 
I  thought,  every  moral  certainty  of  return- 
ing to  the  (hip  as  ufual,  I  had  not  upon 
that  fcore,  the  fmallefl:  fcruple  in  going : 
when  we  landed,  we  found  two  carriages 
ready  to  receive  us^  the  two  Gentlemen  got 
into  one,  and  Mifs  Joinville  and  myfelf  into 
the  other,  which  had  direftions  to  follow 

them ; 
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them  ;  we  travelled  above  an  hour,  as  faft 
as  the  mules  could  put  feet  to  the  ground, 
and  then  flopped  only  to  take  frefh  mules 
and  drivers,  which  were  ready  in  waiting 
for  us,  and  thefe  we  changed  once  more 
before  we  flopped  for  good,  which  was  not 
till  pafl  three  in  the  afternoon  ;  the  car- 
riages drove  into  a  court-yard,  furrounded 
with  a  very  high  wall ;  Mifs  Joinville  wa? 
condu6led  up  a  long  flight  of  flairs  without; 
the  houfe,  and  two  men  carried  me  into  a 
fort  of  cellar  or  vault,  where  I  was  confined 
and  civilly  treated  for  about  three  months, 
not  a  foul  fpeaking  to  me  the  whole  time; 
at  the  end  of  which,  I  was  one  morning  very 
early  awaked  and  conduced  to  a  chapel  in 
the  houfe,  where  a  Priefl  was  faying  Mafs, 
and  I  was  told,  as  well  as  I  could  under- 
fland  them,  that  if  I  would  there  take  an 
oath  upon  the  holy  Evangelills,  never  to 
mention  the  circumflances  of  my  imprifon- 
ment,  which,  they  affured  me,  had  all  been 
contrived  by  the  young  Lady  I  came  in 
Vol.  I.  P  company 
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company  with,  I  fliould  immediately  ob- 
tain my  liberty,  and  that  if  I  would  not 
agree  to  what  they  propofed  to  me,  they 
obferved — '  that  dead  men  told  no  tales/ 
"  I  thought  myfelf  exceedingly  fortunate 
to  get  off  at  fo  cheap  a  rate,  and  agreed  to 
every  thing  they  exacled  of  me ;  they  then 
gave  me  a  piece  of  fix  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred Reis  *,  hand-cuffed  and  hood-winked 
me,  and  put  me  into  a  clofe  chaife,  which 
drove  hard  for  two  hours,  and  then  flopped 
for  near  ten  or  twelve  hours  more,  as  near- 
ly as  I  can  guefs,  for  I  fell  afleep,  and  did 
not  awake  till  I  found  the  chaife  again  in 
motion  ;  the  next  time  it  flopped  I  was 
taken  out,  my  hand -cuffs  were  taken  off, 
and  the  cloth  taken  from  my  eyes,  when  I 
found  it  was  dark,  and  my  conduftors  left 
me,  wifhing  me  a  good  night.  At  day- 
light, I  found  myfelf  upon  the  quay  of  a 
fmall  river,  which  runs  before  a  town  called 
Sacavem,  two  leagues  above  Lifbon.' 

*  The  moft  current  gold  coin  in  Portugal,  equal  at  par 
tQ  one  pound  fixtcen  {hillings  fterling. 

What 
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What  is  your  opinion,  my  dear  Charles, 
of  the  above  recital  ?  has  it  not  very  much 
the  air  of  a  Novel  ?  yet,  I  afTure  you,  I 
believe  every  fyllable  of  it ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  things  equally  as  extraordinary 
happen  often  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in 
Spain,  without  ever  being  brought  to  light; 
every  thing  relating  to  love,  or  to  con- 
nexion with  the  fex,  is  here  conduced  with 
myfterious  fecrecy  ;  and  the  fpirit  of  taci* 
turnity  (which,  I  am  convinced,  has  been 
forced  upon  the  Spaniards  by  the  horrid 
feverities  of  the  Inquilition,  and  is  not  na- 
tural to  that  nation)  helps  alfo  to  veil  every 
other  deed  of  darknefs,  and  prevents  its 
reaching  the  public  eye.  You  will,  I  dare 
fay,  be  anxious  to  know  the  fequel ;  and 
that  I  may  not  keep  your  curiofity  in  a  ftate 
of  unnecelfary  fufpenfe,  I  will  difpatch 
another  packet  to  you  as  foon  as  poffiblcc 
Till  then,  adieu. 


P  $  L  E  T« 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     XIL 


Caflel  Branco,  1778. 


G] 


Dear  Brother, 


'ENERAL  Valere  was  proceeding,when 
Lord  Freeman  afked  his  pardon,  for  inter- 
rupting him  in  fo  interefting  a  narrative, 
to  exprefs  his  fatisfadion  at  finding  veri- 
fied, in  the  infl:ance  before  them,  what  he 
had  fo  often  looked  for  in  vain ;  which  was 
every  circumftance  of  a  well-imagined  No- 
vel or  Romance,  realized  in  the  narration 
he  made  of  all  the  matters  of  fa6l  which 
had  happened  to  himfelf  Young  John 
Carlos  obferved,  that,  in  confcience,  the 
General  ought  not  to  have  confidered  him,- 
felf  as  bound  by  the  oath  they  extorted 
from  him  in  the  Chapel,  which  he  was  com- 

*  pelled 
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pelled  to  take  by  the  imminent  danger  his 
life  was  other  wife  expofed  to.  The  Gene- 
ral anfwered,  that  the  moH  preffing  bufi- 
nefs,  after  he  had  obtained  his  liberty,  was 
to  think  of  his  own  fubfiftence  and  felf- 
pr<efervation  ;  and  that,  if  he  had  been 
really  defirous  of  expofmg  to  the  world  the 
bafe  and  cruel  treatment  he  had  received 
at  his  firfh  fetting  out  in  this  kingdom,  it 
was  not  till  many  years  after,  and  that  he 
was  fettled  in  life,  he  himfelfhad  been 
able  to  pry  into  the  bottom  of  the  my- 
ftery  ;  that  the  principal  a6lors  were  at 
this  time  dead  and  gone,  and  that  to  pub- 
lifh  their  names  now,  could  be  of  no  fort 
of  fervice  to  him,  and  would  ^only  draw 
down  upon  himfelf  the  difpleafure  of  their 
relations  and  defcendants,  who  had  it  even 
now  very  much  in  their  power  to  hurt  him. 
After  we  had  all  confented  very  heartily  to 
the  juftice  and  reafonablenefs  of  what  he 
faid,  the  General  continued  his  relation  as 
follows : 

P  3  '■'  Here 
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"  Here  I  found  myfelf  exa6lly  like  a  mai\ . 
dropped  from  the  clouds,  neither  know- 
ing from  whence  I  had  come,  or  whither 
to  direft  my  fteps,  with  a  rufly  uniform, 
and  the  fame  Ihirt  for  above  three  months 
on  my  back,  without  any  fort  of  paper  or 
document  to  tell  who  I  w^as,  or  to  engage 
any  compaffionate  perfon  I  might  meet 
with,   to  hear    my  ftory.     My  fituation 
was  much  more  abandoned,  than  from  the 
levity  of  my  difpofition  I   at   that   time 
apprehended,    and  I  really  think  it  was 
better  for  me  that  I  made  fo  light  of  it : 
however,  I  readily  found  my  way  to  Lif- 
bon,  and  indeed  very  foon  learne4  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country ;  and  found  a  number 
of  idle,  lounging  fellows  in  the  Lemonade- 
(hops,  who,  for  a  glafs  of  that  liquor,  con- 
verfed  with  me  as  much  as  I  defired,  and 
gave  me  much  information ;  by  their  means 
I  found  my  way  to  the  French  Ambafla- 
dor's,  and  got  fpeech  of  his  Maitre  d'  Ho- 
tel.    I  was  beginning  my  ftory  to  him, 

when. 
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when,  calling  a,  fupercilious  look  at  me, 
he  aiked  me  if  I  brought  any  papers  with 
me,  or  letters  of  recommendation  ?  I  told 
him  I  had  not ;  and  was  about  to  inform 
him  of  the  reafons,  when  he  told  me  I  was 
.an  Adventurer ;  and,  if  I  dared  to  appear 
any  more  there,  he  w^ould  have  me  taken 
aip  aod  fent  to  the  Gallies  ;  and  turning  on 
his  heel,  wifhed  me  a  good  afternoon.  Re- 
turning to  the  Lemonade-fhop,  as  vexed  at 
I  this  difappointment  as  a  Frenchman  could 
he  in  my  reduced  circumflances,  I  found 
the  difcourfe  of  the  company  alTembled 
there,  turned  much  on  a  young  Nobleman 
who  had  returned  from  Paris  a  very  fhort 
time  before,  whom  they  all  pxaifed  excef- 
fively,  of  the  name  of  Dan  Luiz  de  Por- 
tugal, a  near  relation,  as  they  faid,  of  the 
Royal  family,  and  that  he  had  teeth  as 
long  as  thofe  of  the  Prince  *,  tliathe  would 

*  Then  Prince  of  Brazil,  and  tl^e  late  King  Jafephj  who 
died  on  the  23  d  of  February,  1777,  fin4  was  remarkable  for 
having  v,ery  long  fore-teeth, 

P  4  fpeak 
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'^  fpeak  only  French,  and  loved  every  thing 
belonging  to    the    French  nation ;    and 
though  they  agreed  that  he  had  obtained 
his  Majefty's  leave  to  travel  under -the -pre- 
text of  confulting  the  French  phyficians  at 
Paris  concerning  the  cure  of  the  Gallicof , 
yet  they  believed  he  had  brought  much 
more  of  it  back  with  him,  -than  he  had- car- 
ried out.    On  the  ftrength  of  this  informa- 
tion, I  refolved  to  wait  on  him  and  offer 
him  my  fervices,  for  my  cafh  was  by  this 
time  quite  gone.     I  was  accordingly  next 
morning  introduced  to  his  Excellency  at  his 
chocolate,  he  afked  me  twenty  queflions 
in  a  breath;  whether  lunderftood  Arith- 
metic,   Drawing   or  Mathematics,  Fenc- 
ing or  Dancing?  to  all  which,  when  I  had 
anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  he  took  down 
a  fiddle  and  defired  me  to  walk  a  Minuet 
while  he  fhould  play.     I  told  him  I  could 
play  myfelf  at  the  fame  time  ;  and  did  fo. 

+  The  venereal  diieafe,  and  by  much  the  moil  univerfal 
diflemper  in  Portugal. 

As 
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Asfoon  as  I  had  done,  he  took  me  in  his 
a^rms,  and  feemed  tranfported  ;  expreffed 
how  forry  he  was,  that  being  under  previ- 
ous engagements  to  feveral  French  Gen- 
tlemen, who  had  done  him  the  honour  to 
accompany  him  from  their  own  country  in 
the  charafter  of  humble,  attendants,  it  was 
not  then  in  his  power  to  entertain  me,  as 
he  earneftly  defired ;  but,  he  told  me,  he 
would  inftantly  give  me  a  letter  of  intro- 
duftion  to  his  own  coufm  the  Vifcount  of 
Rofmaninhal,  who  had  been  enquiring 
anxioufly  of  him  for  a  French  Gentleman 
to  infpeft  the  education  of  his  only  fon  and 
heir,  as  he  was  morally  certain  I  was  ex- 
a£lly  the  thing  he  wanted :  accordingly  I 
got  the  letter,  delivered  it,  and  was  imme- 
diately received  into  the  family. 

"  To  enter  into  the  oeconomy  of  a  Por- 
tuguefe  Nobleman's  family  would  carry  me 
too  far ;  however,  fomething  I  muft  fay  to 
explain  my  fubje6l :  It  is  always  more  nu- 
merpus  than  fplendid  j  a  fwarm  of  ufclefs 

clients 
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clients  and  dependants,  being  once  at- 
tached to  the  family,  it  is  confidered  as 
ipfo  fa61.o,  under  a  fort  of  obligation  to  feed 
and  fupport  them,  from  father  to  fon,  or 
by  its  intereft  to  provide  them  fuitable  efta- 
biifhments  in  the  world,  and  to  marry  off 
the  daughters  to  the  befl  advantage  :  Her 
Excellency  the  Vifcountefs  of  Rohnaninhal 
had  above  twenty  female  attendants,  all 
fequefter^d  in  one  part  of  the  houfe  ;  nearly 
the  fame  number  of  men  fervants,  of  dif- 
ferent ranks  and  employments,  was  enter- 
tained in  or  about  the  family  ;  as  a.  fpecial 
favour,  I  dined  with  the  Steward  and  the 
Vifcount's  Clerk  or  Secretary ;  ^11  the  others 
were  on  board-wages,  or  had  rations  ferved 
out  to  them,  and  there  prevailed  in  the  fa- 
mily every  exterior  appearance  of  decency 
and  decorum ;  but  in  fa6ij  it  was  one  con- 
tinued fcene  of  private  gallantry  and  in- 
trigue ;  the  general  rendezvous  was  every 
morning  in  the  Chapel,  where  there  were 

daily 
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^aily  four  or  five  Mafles  celebrated  by  the 
family  Chaplains,  befides  accidental  ones 
by  other  Priefts  and  Fryars,  who  vifited  or 
confeffed  in  the  family  ;  the  language  and 
intercourfe  of  the  lovers  was  unintelligible 
to  all  but  the  parties  immediately  concern- 
ed;  it  was  a  tofs  of  the  head,  an  eye  call 
up,  or  thrown  down,  to  the  right  or  left, 
the  fixing  a  bouquet,  or  the  pinning  of  a 
flower  or  ribband  of  fuch  a  colour  to  Juch 
a  part  of  the  head  or  breafi  ;  nay,  the  very 
throw  of  the  long  cloak  over  the  (houlder, 
and  the  particular  manner  of  doing  fo,  con- 
veyed the  hieroglyphick  of  their  wifhes, 
their  intentions  and  aflignatjons  :  Indeed  it 
could  hardly  be  otherwife,  where  a  number 
of  idle  and  healthy  young  men  and  women 
were  aifembled  under  the  fame  roof,  with- 
out any  other  moral  or  religious  principle 
of  reftraint  but  the  fear  of  being  difcovered; 
and  ftimulated  the  more  by  the  notion  of 
the  difficulties  oppofed  to  the  gratification 

of 
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of  their  defires,  they  will  quickly  counter- 
feit the  appearance  of  every  virtue  to  ac- 
compliPfi  their  ends ;  and  with  a  little  fup- 
pieneis  and  addrefs,  it  was  not  long  before 
I  was  initiated  in  this  myflerious  inter?* 
courfe.  I  had  got  into  the  good  graces  of 
the  Vifcount 's  Secretary;  and  this  perfon 
advifed  mCj  that,  if  I^vifhed  to  rriake  my 
way  to  any  civil  employment,  or  to  the  ar- 
my, my  only  channel  was  by  marrying  one 
of  her  Excellency's  favourite  maids,  and  I 
would  be  quickly  provided  for ;  as  for 
teaching  my  pupil  French,  or  any  thing  elfe, 
it  was  a  thing  entirely  out  of  the  queftion  ; 
his  m(3ther  would  never  permit  him  to  ap- 
ply to,  or  do  any  thing  he  had  not  a  mind 
for ;  fo. that  his  whole  time  in  the  morning 
was  fpent  inxonverlingor  playing  at  cards 
with  the  lacqueys  In  the  (tables,  and  in  the 
afternoon^ he  drefled' in  his  uniform,  and 
rode  about  thiQucj^.  ^he  city,  went  to  the 
bull-fealls,  pr  dj4  whatever  elfe  he  liked 
^eft,    I  was  perfedly  idle,  and  wiftea  by 

almoft 
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almoft  any  means  for  a  commiffion  in  the 
Army;  I  had  fcraped  a  particular  acquaint- 
ance with  one  of  the  graved  of  the  Lady's 
attendants,  called  the  Aya*,  a  very  hand- 
fome  woman,  and  ftill  in  her  prime ;  (he 
fmattered  a  little  bad  French,  and  under 
pretence  of  improving  it,  I  was  frequently 
admitted  to  her  converfation  ;  we  foon 
came  into  the  practice  of  the  family,  and 
commenced  a  piece  of  gallantry,  which 
was  carried  as  far  as  either  fhe  or  I  could 
dehre.  She  told  me,  after  we  were  become 
very  intimate,  that  fhe  had  an  exceeding 
great  regard  and  friendiliip  for  me,  and  that 
if  I  would  agree  to  marry  her  daughter,  a 
very  fine  young  girl,  and  alfo  an  attendant 
in  the  family,  fhe  would  undertake  to  get 
me  a  Captain's  commiflion  in  the  Vif- 
count's  own  Regiment.  I  had  already  feen 
her  daughter,  and  excepting  the  circum- 

*  Propeily  a  Governefs  or  Dire<J^refs,  but  in  the  general 
acceptation  of  the  word,  it  is  fomething  between  that  and  an 
humbJe  friend,  or  firft  or  upper  Servant. 

ftarice 
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ftance  of  her  being  fo,  had  no  objeQioii,- 
and  this  I  propofed  to  her  when  we  next 
talked  on  the  fubjeft ;  (he  anfwered  me, 
by  faying,  (he  did  not  apprehend  I  was  in- 
clined to  be  fo  fqueamifh  ;  that,  indeed,  I 
was  difpofed  *^  to  drown  myfelf  in  very  little 
water^;'  that  furely,  if  {he  had  no  objec- 
tion, I  ought  to  have  none^  to  become  as 
intimate  with  her  daughter  as  I  had  been 
w4th  herfelf ;  that  there  was  no  necefTity 
for  her  daughter's  knowing  anything  of  our 
connexion,  which  might  be  carried  orl  the 
fame  after  marrying  her  as  before,  without 
caufmg  the  fmalleft  fufpicion.  I  temporiz- 
ed with  this  woman,  (who  was  pafTionate 
in  every  fenfe  of  the  word)  and  begged 
tirne  to  advife  with  my  relations  in  France ; 
in  this  fhe  ^cquiefced,  provided  I  continued 
to  be  her  gallant,  and  during  this  time  the 
dfefts  of  another  piece  of  gallantry  between 
her  daughter  and  my  friend  the  Secretary,r 

i  A  common  Spanifh  expreffion. 

became 
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became  too  vifible  to  be  any  longer  con- 
cealed ;  and  the  Vifcount  and  Lady  made 
them  marry,  by  which  means  I  got  out  of 
the  fcrape. 

"  I  had  on  different  occafions  the  honour 
of  converfmg  with  the  Vifcountefs  herfelf, 
who,  excepting  the  abfurd  predileftion  (he 
{hewed  for  her  fon,  and  which  made  a  beaft 
6f  him,  really  appeared  to  be  a  good,  well- 
meaning  Lady ;  and  I  took  an  opportunity 
of  mentioning  to  her  the  great  defire  I  had 
of  ferving  in  the  Army ;  and  whether  ftic- 
had  been  informed  of  the  propofal  her  Aya 
had  made  me  fome  time  before,  I  knov/ 
not,  but  (he  herfelf  made  me  exaftly  fuch 
another,  in  favour  of  another  young  p^r- 
fon  of  her  attendants,  for  whom  (he  ex- 
preffed  the  ftrongeft  regard,  the  fame  old 
woman  you  fee  in  the  houfe  with  me  now ; 
I  married  her,  and  got  myfeif  out  of  that 
bafe  domeftick  fort  of  life. 

"  I  was  now  a  Captain,  and  wore  a  white 
vmiforni;  but  as  I  received  no  fort  of  ap- 
pointments 
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pointments  till  above  two  years  after  I  had 
got  my  commiffion,  my  wife  and  I  were 
fain  to  avail  ourfelves  of  the  friendly  invita- 
tions of  the  good  Vifqountefs  to  dine  in 
her  family,  as  often  as  Ihould  be  agreeable 
to  us  ;  and  being  fcarce  ever  called  on  to 
do  any  duty,  I  went  often  abroad  into  the 
city,  and  made  fome  acquaintance  which 
were  afterwards  of  ufe  to  me. 

"  There  were  then  a  few  loofe  companies 
denominated  of  Artillery,  compofed  of 
old  coblers,  invalids  and  other  trafh,  who 
were  fo  much  defpifed  that  nobody  would 
ferve  among  them,  who  had  interefl  to  be 
placed  any  where  elfe  ;  but  as  I  always  had 
affefted  that  branch  of  the  fervice^  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  excellent  leffons  I  had  from 
Mr.  de  Belidor  at  la  Fere,  I  eafily  obtained 
a  change  to  one  of  thofe  companies,  being 
fenfible  that  if  there  fhould  ever  come  a  call 
for  an  Army,  the  neceflary  improvements 
in  that  corps,  mud  be  greater  than  in  any  j 

other 
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other  of  the  Army,  and  of  courfe  I  (hould 
have  a  better  chance  for  preferment. 

"  Year  rolled  oh  after  year,  the  Army 
flill  neglefted  and  daily  growing  worfe,  the 
Officers  dying  out,  and  none  appointed  to 
replace  them,   fo  that  many   Regiments 
came  to  be  commanded  by  Subalterns  or 
non-commifiioned  Officers.    The  only  ufe 
King  John  the  Fifth  made  of  his  troops  was 
to  dig  and  carry  the  (tones  to  build  a  mag- 
nificent Church  and  Convent j  for  three 
hundred  idlers  at  Mafra* ;  but  if  he  abufed 
or  neglefted  his  Army,  in  compenfation  he 
ellablilhed  the  holy  Patriarchal  Church  of 
Lifbon  to  vie  with  that  of  St.  Peters  at 
Romci    Here  are  twelve  Principals,  to  re- 
prefent  the  twelve  poor  Apoftles,  and  fe- 
venty-two  Monfenhors,  in  imitation  of  the 

*  Built  by  Don  John  the  t'ifth,  in  imitation  of,  or  com- 
petition with  the  Efcurihl  in  Spain,  but  falls  in  every  thing 
exceedingly  fhort  of  it :  It  Rands  about  fix  leagues  North  oi^ 
Lifbon-  During  the  late  reign,  three  hundred  Capuchin 
Fryars  were  removed  out  of  it,  to  make  room  for  the  Regu- 
lar Canons  of  the  Order  of  St.  Auftiii. 

Vol*  L  Q  fame 
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fame  number  of  Cardinal  Princes  of  the 
Church,  a  noble  Choir,  compofed  of  cho- 
fcn  Italian  Cajirati, ,  with  every  thing  elfe 
fuitablein  dignity  andexpence  ;  to  fupport 
Yvhich,  that  pious  King,  feconded  by  a  Bull 
from  Rome,  feized  one-third  part  of  all  the 
church-livings  and  benefices  of  the" king- 
dom. At  lail,  this  falacious  Monarch,  en- 
deavouring to  fupply  by  art,  what  nature 
now  refufed  him  in  the  purfuit  of  his  pro- 
mifcuous  am.ours,  fell  into  a  lingering  dif- 
order,  and  finally  died  like  a  Saint  in  1750. 
"  Now  came  the  new  adminifi;ra.tion  of 
King  Jofeph  and  of  the  Marquis  of  Pombal, 
from  which  we  all  expefted  miracles,  but 
the  Army  did  not  improve  a  jot  by  it :  The  - 
Minifler  began  by  eftablifiiing  his  own  au- 
thority, by  imprifoning  and  otherwife  ruin-  " 
ing  his  predeceffors  in  office,  and  promul-  ^ 
gating  laws  for  the  reformation  of  abufes  ; 
but  alas !  what  avail  the  befi:  laws,  the  exe- 
cution Of  non-execution  of  which  depends 
t?pon  the  breath  of  a  defpot  ?  As  foon  as 

poffible, 
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poffible,  lie  let  tile  church-men  feel  they 
were  iiot  td  be  ftipported  as  they  had  been ; 
and  having  an  altercation  with  the  Inqui- 
fitor-General  about  the  publication  of  a 
book  J  he  had  him  and  his  brother  (both 
iiatural  brothers  of  the  King)  fent  to  pri- 
fon,  and  a  third  brother  removed  from 
Court  and  fent  Archbifhop  to  Braga,  where 
he  ftill  remains;  He  was  not  fo  immedi- 
ately fuccefsful  In  a  difpute  he  had  with  the 
King's  Confelfor,  a  Jefuit ;  this  haughty 
Priefl  telling  him,  to  look  well  to  himfelf, 
and  take  care  how  he  meddled  with  his 
Company,  for  that  it  never  died !  On  which 
the  Minifter  turned  to  him,  and  gave  him 
iiis  word  of  honour  that  it  fhould  die,  and 
inany  years  after  he  kept  hk  word, 

"  Ail  this  while,  the  foldiers  were  naked, 
begging  charity  in  the  ftreets,  with  a  mon- 
flrous  firing  of  beads  in  one  hand,  and  a 
ragged  hat  in  the  other  ;  their  arms,  when 
they  had  any,  were  all  over  rufty  and 
without  locks  ;  a  pitiful  law  or  regulation 
O  2  concerning 
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concerning  the  Army  fometimes  appeared, 
but  it  meant  nothing,  and  was  not  even  ex- 
ecuted when  the  tremendous  earthquake 
of  1755  (liook  the  kingdom  to  its  centre^ 
and  made  us  beheve  the  diflblution  of  Na- 
ture was  at  hand  ;  and  here  it  is  but  juflice 
to  fay  the  Minifler  a6led  with  firmnefs  and 
refokition. 

"  While  the  pufdlanimous  and  frighten- 
ed NobiHty  deferted  their  Prince,  the  Mini- 
iler  fupported  and  infpired  him  with  cou- 
rage ;  and,  by  the  neceiTary  feverity  of  his 
orders,  readily  executed  on  that  emergency, 
lie  in  a  great  degree  eluded  many  fatal  con- 
fequences  which  would  have  followed  that 
terrible  difaller,  and  confirmed  himfelf  in 
the  exclufive  polTeflion  of  his  mailer's  whole 
power  and  favour.  Soon  after  this,  when 
he  was  bufy  in  rebuilding  the  city,  the 
(liameful  confpiracy  of  the  principal  Nobi- 
lity againfl  the  King,  and  their  ill-condu61:- 
ed  attempt  upon  his  life,  furniflied  the  Mi- 
nifler with  an  opportunity  he  was  refolved 

to 


SOCIETY    AND    MANNERS.   229 

to  improve,  of  humbling  their  infolcnce, 
and  making  them  lick  the  duft,  to  wliich 
he  knew  they  wiflied  to  fee  him  reduced  : 
a  year  after  followed  the  expuhion  of  the 
Jefuits,  the  natural  confequence  of  three 
of  t;heir  principal  men  having  been  the 
ringleaders  of  the  confpiracy :  finally, 
came  on  the  war  in  1 762,  which  produced 
n€w  fcenes,  and  a  confiderable  change  m 
the  Army,  dill  languifliing  in  mifery  and 
neglc6l. 

"  The  nature  and  condu^l  of  the  cam- 
paign of  1762,  in  this  country,  will  appear 
better  from  the  memorial  of  which  you 
have  a  copy,  than  from  every  thing  I  or 
any  body  elfe  can  fay  of  it.  As  to  myfelf, 
I  h^d  a  full  opportunity  of  laying  my 
whole  flory  before  the  incomparable  Count 
la  Lippe,  as  foon  as  he  came  to  this  coun- 
try, who  heard  me  ^vdth  patience,  and  im- 
mediately gave  me  the  rank  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  with  the  double  appointments  ; 
for,  however  incredible  it  may  appear,  I 
O  Q  had 
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had  till  then  contrived,  with  a  young  fa- 
mily, and  without  getting  into  debt,  to 
fubfift  upon  Captain's  fingle  pay,  equal  in 
your  Engliih  money  at  par  exaclly  to  two 
pounds  lixteen  (hillings  and  three-pence  per 
month.  The  Mareih^l  General  alfo  charg- 
ed me  with  the  command  of  the  Portuguefe 
Park  of  Artillery,  which  was  fcnt  to  the 
Army  i  and  the  opportunities  I  had  of  be- 
ing known  to  him  during  the  campaign, 
ingratiated  me  with  him  fo  far,  that  when 
he  came  to  make  his  new  regulations  for 
the  Army  after  the  war,  he  charged  me 
with  the  formation  of  a  new  Regiment  of 
Artillery  in  the  garrifon  of  Eilremos,  to 
fupply  this  and  all  the  odier  frontier  gar- 
rifons  of  Alentejo  with  Artillery-men,  reah 
ly  inftrufted  in  their  duty. 

''  I  was  now  in  my  element;  the  men  were 
cloathed  and  regularly  paid,  and  did  their 
duty  like  good  foldiers ;  and  this  is  a  piece 
of  jufiice  I  mud  do  the  Portuguefe  peafant^ 
for  no  man  on  earth  makes  a  better  foldier,  > 

ox 
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or  is  eafier  to  be  commanded,  or  more  wil- 
ling to  obfey,  provided  you  gain  his  good 
opinion,  which  you  are  fure  of,  if  you  do 
your  duty,  and  behave  gently  to  him.  In 
my  line  of  duty,  I  had  no  connexion  with 
any  other  fuperior  than  my  adorable  Mare- 
dial  General,  and  was  happier  than  a.11  Em- 
peror while  he  remained  in  the  country, 
which  lie  did  till  September  1764,  obtain- 
ing fof  me  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General 
before  he  left  it. 

"  But,  that  great  Officer's  back  was 
hardly  turned,  when  the  wdiole  Army,  and 
myfelf  in  particular,  experienced  a  reverfe 
of  fortune ;  the  execution  of  Count  I4 
Lippe's  excellent  regulaj:ions  foon  began  to 
jrelax  ;  the  Miniller,  who  never  loved  the 
Army,  iffued  a  little  after,  laws  abrogating 
many  of  them,  and  deflruftive  of  their  ef- 
fc6ls,  and  the  whole  Portuguefe  Officers 
feemed  of  one  mind  in  wilhing  to  abolifh 
them,  and  to  return  to  their  former  indg- 
lence  and  floth, 

Q  4  ^^  The 
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"  The  excellent  Count  la  Lippe  labour- 
ed always  under  a  grofs  miftake,  with  re- 
fpe6l  to  the  manners  and  morals  of  this  peo- 
ple, for  he  thought  it  was  poffible  to  make 
good  Officers  of  them.  Now,  as  no  man 
was  more  thoroughly  convinced  than  he 
was,  that,  (befides,  at  leail  fome  degree  of 
military  knowledge,  which  they  totally 
wanted)  to  form  ^n  Officer,  the  neceffary 
qualifications  of  truth,  candour,  probity  and 
honour,  were  indifpenfable ;  with  all  which, 
he  confequently  did  not  fuppofe  the  Portu* 
guefe  to  be  fo  entirely  unacquainted.  In- 
deed, from  the  (hort  fpaces  of  time  he  re- 
mained among  them,  and  more  from  his 
elevated  Ration,  and  from  the  natural  du- 
plicity of  this  people,  efpecialiy  in  their 
dealings  with  fo  fuperior  a  Perfonage,  it 
was  next  to  impoifible  for  him  to  come  at 
their  true  charafter.  Mod  of  the  Foreign 
Officers  who  remained  in  the  fervice  after 
the  Wvir,  as  fopn  as  they  began  to  expe^ 

rience 
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rience  all  the  meannefs  of  the  national 
charafter,  avoided  any  farther,  than  duty 
obliged,  having  any  fort  of  connexion  with 
them.  To  thofe  who  commanded  Regi- 
ments, of  which  number  I  have  been  fince 
the  middle  of  1763,  this  was  impoflible ; 
for  we  have  been  under  the  neceflity  of 
dealing  with  a  variety  of  ranks  and  deno- 
minations ;  and  I  am  forry  to  pronounce, 
from  a  courfe  of  uniform  experience,  that 
I  have  never  been  able  to  difcover  the 
fmallelt  traces  of  probity,  candour,  difinte- 
reftednefs  or  honour  in  any  part  of  their 
conduft. 

"  Still,  however,  till  the  Count  la  Lippe's 
firft  departure  for  Germany,  I  had  no  rea- 
fon  of  complaint  as  to  my  own  particular  ; 
the  Ofhcers  of  the  Regiment  did  their  duty ; 
and  as  they  had  been  all  advanced  to  the 
pofts  they  occupied  by  my  means,  I  thought 
I  had  no  reafoii  to  apprehend  they  would 
have  any  bad  intentions  towards  me :  The 

old 
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pld'Gememll  at  Lifbon,  to  whom  we  had 
Of ders  to  addrefs  ouiTelves  during  the  Mare-r 
ihai.  Qeneral's  ab fence,  had  fcarce  a  fliadow' 
.of  authority  repofed  in  him;  he  durft  not 
even  gRni;  leave  of  ab  fence  to  a  Subakern 
^vitkout  cQnfulting  the  Minifter^  who  could 
never  .find  time   to   attend  to  any  thing 
pouceming  the  Army.  The  pay,  iJie  cloath-: 
ing,    and  other  current  neceiTaries,  w^ere 
not  remitted  to  the  Regiments  with  the  fam.er 
prdier  md  regularity ;  the  Courts-Martial 
on  deferters  and  other  criminals  fent  to 
Court  for  app  rob ation,  were  never  returned 
or  tciken  notice  of,  and  the  culprits  remain^ 
ed  for  years  rotting  in  prifon  ;   no  vacan= 
cies  of  the  Officers  were  ever  fiUed  up.     I 
had  recommended  the  eldefl  Captain  of  my 
Regiment  for  the   Majority,    vacant  by 
death,  as  I  had  found  him  a  man  of  fome. 
knowledge,    parts   and  aftivity,    at  leail 
comparatively  among  a  fet  of  people  who 
knew  nqthing.     This  man  informed  me, 
that  there  was  a  party  in  the  Regiment  ca- 
balling 
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balling  againft  me,  headed  by  the  Chap- 
Jain  ;  the  feveral  Subalterns  and  two  Cap- 
tains formed  the  party,  and  were  mainly 
iliftigated  by  a  Serjeant,  whom  he  named, 
who  had  drawn  out  articles  of  complaint 
againft.  me,  and  a  memorial  to  the  King, 
in  the  naii^e  of  all  the  foldiers  of  the  Re- 
giment, with  which  none  of  thefe  were  ac- 
quainted ;  that  they  had  already  remitted' 
the  fame  articles  and  memorial  to  Court ; 
and  of  all  this  he  gave  me  fuch  proof,  as 
left  me  no  room  to  doubt  its  authenticity  ; 
adding,  that  as  he  knew  every  thing  they 
alledged  was  falfe,  and  he  was  under  parti- 
cular obligations  to  me,  he  thought  it  his 
<duty  to  inform  me  of  it. 

"  I  took  no  other  notice  of  this  informa- 
tion tlian  by  watching  the  condoft  of  the 
Serjeant  in  quellion  a  little  clofer,  who 
being  to  my  own  knowledge  a  bad  charac- . 
ter,  and  having  been  (lightly  puniflied  for 
mifbehaviour  a  little  time  before,  had  be- 
thought hirafelf  of  this  method  of  being 

,  yevenged : 
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revenged :  accordingly,  as  he  foon  after 
gave  me  another  very  fair  opportunity  of 
challifing  him  for  irregular  condu6l,  \ 
broke  him,  and  put  him  in  the  ranks  ;  and 
on  abandoning  his  poft  when  centinel  fome 
time  after,  I  ordered  him  to  be  flogged 
next  day  at  guard-mounting,  according  to 
die  exprefs  words  of  one  of  our  articles  of 
\^rar  :  a  few  days  after  the  fame  fellow  de- 
ferted,  and,  to  fay  the  truth,  X  was  not 
forry  when  informed  of  it. 

•^^In  about  a  month  after  this  villain's 
defertion,  I  had  however  occafion  to  hear 
of  him  with  a  vengeance ;  the  Governpr, 
the  fame  old  man  we  have  here  now,  re- Jj 
ceiving  a  letter  from  the  Minifler,   com^si 
manding  him  to  reprimand  me  in  the  feve-  1 
reft  manner,  for  the  irregularity  of  my  be- 
haviour to  that  man,  late  a  Serjeant  in  my 
Regiment ;  ordering  that  he  fhould  be  im^  J 
mediately  reinftated  in   his  poll,  and  all 
thofe  honours  reftored  to  him,  which  I  had 
unjuftly  deprived  hmi  of;  at  the  fame  tim^^ 
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mojl  fecret  circular  letters  were  written  to 
tjie  Commanding  Officers  of  all  the  other 
Regiments,  to  inform  them  of  this  tranf- 
aftion,  and  direfting  them  to  take  warning 
from  the  premifes,  how  they  ought  to  be- 
have to  their  inferior  Officers." 

The  meafure  of  my  paper  is  already 
more  than  full,  therefore  I  mufl  here  break 
off;  by  next  packet,  I  hope  to  conclude 
my  account  of  Mr.  de  Valere,  though  I 
forefee  I  muft  curtail  or  ornit  a  number  of 
interefting  details  he  mentioned. 

Adieu. 


LET- 


i^  &iC  ETCHES 


I.  -E  T  T  E  R     XilL 


Caflel  Branco,  ijj*3 


»EAR  15R0THER, 


^.-     ... 

A  HOUGH  I\vas  oblif^ed.  to  break  off  hi 
my.-lafl  abruptly,  not  to  make  each  letter 
I  fend  you  fo  exceffivcly  voluminous,  you 
are  to  fuDDofe  Mr.  de  Valere  went  on  witli 
his  narrative,  and  that  even  fo  quick,  that 
it  was  as  much  as  I  could  do,  with  the  help 
of  (liort-hand,  and  of  no  bad  memory,  to 
keep  up  with  him; 

"  This  glaring  piece  of  injullice  and  ih» 
fult  (continued  Mr.  de  Valere  j  fet  me  al- 
moR  mad;  and  what  increafed  my  misfor- 
tune was,  that  I  had  neither  power  to  refent 
it,  nor  prudence  to  diiTemble  and  conceal 
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my  diflatisfaftion.  It  feenis  the  infamous 
Serjeant  had  been  formerly  h  favourite  fer- 
vant  and  procurer  for  his  late  Excellency 
Don  Luiz  da  Cunha,  then  Secretary  of 
War,  to  whom  the  fellow  had  told  his 
ftory  of  nfiy  treatment  of  him,  as  beft  fuited 
himfelf;  and  the  Don  had  gone  open- 
mouthed  to  the  Minift'er  with  the  tale,  de- 
manding competent  fatisfaftion  ;  for  you 
muft  know,  that  in  this  country,  it  is  the 
univerfally  eftablifhed  praQice,  and,  I  may 
fafely  add,  the  moft  wicked  and  ruinous, 
that  when  a  Nobleman  or  other  perfon  in 
authority,  once  takes  even  the  moft  infa- 
mous rafcal  under  his  proteftion,  he  confi- 
ders  his  own  perfonal  honour  and  chara&er 
as  then  pledged  to  {land  by  him,  to  fup- 
port  and  bear  him  through,  right  or  wrong; 
fo  that  the  queftion  turns  no  more  upon 
whether  fuch  a  profligate  deferves  chaftife- 
ment ;  but  whether  it  be  prudent  and  fafe 
to  expofe  yourfelf  to  the  refentrrient  of  a 
wrong-headed  and  revengeful  man  in  power, 

by 
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by  doing  your  duty  ?  This  was  the  mif- 
take  I  fell  into,  and  thus  laid  myfelf  open 
to  fuch  a  furious  rebuff;  for  though  the 
Prime  Minifler  really  confided  fo  little  in 
Don  Luizj  that  he  did  not  permit  even  any 
circumftance  of  his  own  department  of  the 
War  to  pafs  through  his  hands,  yet,  as  he 
faw  the  worft  confequence  of  affronting  me, 
would  be  my  quitting  the  ferviee,  of  which 
he  made  very  little  account^^  fo  he  was  wil^ 
ling  not  to  difoblige  the  Don  for  fuch  a 
trifle  as  that  of  doing  me  juflice,  by  firft 
enquiring  into  the  truth  of  what  had  been 
reprefented  to  him^  and  therefore  proceeded 
as  if  he  implicitly  believed  what  the  other 
had  told  him. 

''  The  vexation  and  fretting  this  incident 
occafioned  me,  brought  on  a  brain-fever^ 
which  reduced  me  very  low^  before  it  left 
me  ;  neither  fhould  I  have  come  to  myfelf 
again  fo  quickly,  had  not  my  recovery 
been  accelerated  by  the  news  we  then  had 
of  the  Marelhal  General's  returning  to  the 

kingdoms 
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kino-dom,  as  he  did  towards  the  end  of 
1  ^^"j,  when  he  pafled  through  this  place  in 
his  way  to  Lifbon^  having  come  over  land. 
I  laid  before  him  the  flate  of  my  own  Regi- 
ment, and  indeed  of  the  Army,  as  far  as  it 
came  within  my  knowledge,  I  alfo  reported 
to  him  the  behaviour  of  the  Court  to  my- 
felf :  that  matchlefs  OfiBcer  (hook  his  head, 
faid  the  Army  was  going  to  wreck,  becaufe 
the  Minifter  would  have  it  fo,  that  he  had 
on  many  occalions  behaved  dihngenuoufly 
to  himfelf,  and  that  he  had  come  to  vifit 
the  Army  then,  much  more  with  a  view  of 
fupporting  appearances  with  refpe6l  to  the 
world,  than  from  any  hopes  he  had  of  do- 
ing any  effential  good ;  that,  however,  he 
would  make  it  a  point  to  have  juftice  done 
pie,  and  to  reinftate  me  in  the  good  graces 
of  the  Minifler.    I  took  this  opportunity  of 
recommending  to  his  notice  the  eldeft  Cap- 
tain of  my  Regiment,  that  he  might  be 
appointed  Major  of  the  fame,  becaufe  that 
Officer  had  not  only  improved  confiderably 
Vol.  L  R  in 
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in  thofe  parts  of  the  Mathematicks  and 
Calculation,  necejGTary  for  our  exercifeSj  but 
was  of  ufe  in  keeping  clear  and  exacl  ac- 
counts of  the  pay,  bread  and  cloathing  of 
the  Regiment ;  having  found  him  hitherto 
diligent  and  affiduous  in  his  duty,  and  in 
the  execution  of  whatever  I  had  charged 
liim  with.  I  v/as  fo  much  the  more  inte- 
reded  in  fupporting  the  pretenfions  of  this 
Officer,  as  I  knew  an  Englifh  Colonel  in 
Lifbon,  lately  made  Infpeftor  of  Artil- 
lery, was  violently  oppofmg  his  promotion^ 
purely  from  a  pique  he  had  taken  againft 
mcj  on  account  of  our  differing  in  opinion 
with  regard  to  fome  trifling  parts  of  our 
pra61ical  exercifes, 

'^  Soon  after  tlie  Marelhal  General's  ar- 
rival in  Lifl3on,  a  camp  was  formed  in  that 
neighbourhood,  confilling.  of  fourteen  thou- 
fand  men  of  the  beft  troops  of  the  kingdom. 
I  was  fent  for  to  command  the  Artillery, 
and  prefented  by  the  Marelhal  General  to  ■ 
the  Minifler,  who  appeared  very  gracious. 
*  .      .  /  Some 
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Some  of  the  great  manoeuvres  were  tolera- 
bly executed,  and  every  thing  was  done  to 
keep  the  Count  la  Lippe  in  humour  for  tliG 
fhort  lituQ  he  was  to  remain  aimotip*  us : 
this  he  felt  himfelf>  and  haftened  his  de= 
parture,  v/hich  was  in  March  of  the  fol- 
lowing year.     I  ought  to  have  informed 
you,  that  foon  after  the  Marefhal  General's 
arrival  in  Lifbbnj  the  Englifh  Infpeftor  of 
Artillery,  differing  witli  him  alfo  in  fome 
points  of  difcipline,  tlirew  up  his  commif- 
fion  and  retired.     I  got  the  rank  of  Ma- 
jor General,  and  a  commiiTion  appointing 
me  Chief  Engineer  and  Direftor  of  the 
Works  of  the  Fort  la  Lippe^  which  I  have 
fmilhed  hnce  that  time ;    a  pcnfion  w^as 
granted  to  my  Wife,  my  eldefl  Captain 
was  m.ade  Major  of  the  Regiment,  and  the 
Marefhal  General  on  his  departure  recom- 
mended mie  ftrongly  to  the  proteftion  of 
the  Minifler. 

"  Immediately  before  Count  la  Lippe's 

departure^    tlie  Marquis  de  Pombal  gave 

R  2  him 
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him  his  honour  that  one-third  part  of  the 
Army  fliould  be  ordered  to  encamp  near 
Lifbon  regularly  every  Autumn,  for  the 
purpofe  of  manccuvring,  and  for  the  King 
to  pafs  them  in  review  ;  and  before  he  left 
Court,  had  aftually  named  the  Regiments 
which  were  to  encamp  the  two  following 
feafons ;  fiowever,  after  having  taken,  as 
he  thought,  every  flep  to  enfure  the  exe- 
cution of  a  meafure  fo  well  calculated  to 
keep  up  military  difcipline,  it  vaniflied  into 
fmoke ;  for  no  fuch  encampments  ever 
took  place. 

"  Exclufive  of  the  ruinous  eflPefts  of  ty- 
rannical ufage,  of  bad  company,  education 
and  example,  which  certainly  will  go  far 
tov/ards  rendering  men  abjeft,  fordid  and 
contemptible,  I  am  convinced  there  is  fomiC- 
thing  I  do  not  pretend  to  account  for,  in 
the  inherent  compofition  of  the  blood  which 
runs  in  our  veins,  and  which  we  derive 
irom  our  parents,  which  certainly  has  a 

wonderful 
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wonderful  influence  inconflituting  the  good 
or  bad  qualities  of  our  fentiments  and  dif- 
pofitions,  and  confequently  tipon  the  moral 
aftions  of  the  individual;  but  why  the  cha- 
rafteriflical  bias  of  tliis  nation  in  reneral 
fliould  be  fo  decidedly  turned  to  infmcerity, 
wickednefs  and  fraud,  in  which  it  feems  fo 
far  to  liave  taken  the  lead,  appears  perfecf- 
ly  unaccountable ;  unlefs  we  admit,  what 
indeed  cannot  reafonably  be  denied,  that 
the  great  acceffion  of  Jcwifli  blood  it  ac- 
quired during  the  reigns  of  Don  John  the 
Second,  of  DonManoel,  and  of  his  fonDon 
John  the  Third,  by  the  expulfion  of  the 
Jews  from  Spain,  and  the  forced  converfi- 
ons  wrought  upon  fuch  numbers  of  them 
as  at  that  time  fought  an  aifylum  in  this 
country,  has  entirely  vitiated  the  national 
charafter  ;  and  what  renders  this  misfor- 
tune fo  much  the  more  deplorable  is,  that 
the  families  of  rank  and'  diftinftion  are 
thofe  wliich  have  been  mod  direftly  and 
R  3  imme- 
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immediately  affecled  and  contaminated  by 
this  contagious  participation, 

--'  This  remark  will  not  appear  mifplac- 
ed,  but  rather  neceflary  to  account  for  the 
bafenefs  of  their  behaviour,  as  well  in  thofe 
mftances  I  have  already  mentioned,  as  in 
others  I  ftiail  have  occafion  to  refer  to  be- 
fore I  conclude  this  narrative  ;  neither  ^re 
you  to  imagine  that  I  am  fingular  in  the 
misfortune  of  commxanding  a  Regiment  the 
Officers  of  which  are  for  the  mofl:  part 
compofed  of  knaves  of  various. denomina- 
tions ;  each  Regiment  is  but  an  epitome  of 
the  national  charafter,  and  there  is  not  one 
in  the  fer^'ice  which  cannot  furnifli  hmilar 
inftances  of  the  fame  depraved  and  worth- 
lefs  difpofition. 

"  But  to  return— x4s  fpon  as  our  encamp^ 
ment  was  o\'er,  and  the  Mareflial  General 
had  for  the  laft  time  left  the  kingdom,  { 
went  with  my  Wife  to  Lifbon,  to  kifs  the 
Minifter  and  his  Lady's  liands,  and  to 
thank  them  for  all  favours  received  ;  and 

this 
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this  I  afterwards  found  was  fo  neceffary  a 
ftep,  that  a  negleft  of  it  would  moft  Hkely 
have  been  fatal  to  us.  I  delivered  into  my 
new  Major's  hands  the  commiffion  I  had 
procured  for  him^  for  which  he  profefied 
the  greateft  acknowledgments  and  perfonal 
attachment.  I  was  now  not  difiatisfied 
with  my  htuation,  as  I  had  been  ftrongly 
encouraged  in  the  profecution  of  my  duty 
by  the  Count  la  Lippe,  and  by  the  Minif- 
ter  himfelf,  who,  in  a  converfation  I  had 
with  him,  fignified  to  me  pretty  plainly  his 
own  opinion  of  his  countrymen,  and  that 
the  beft  way  to  recommend  myfelf  to  the 
King,  was  by  purfuing  the  right  line  of  my 
duty,  without  minding  their  cabals.  In 
doing  this,  I  was  under  the  painful  neceffity 
of  uhng  feverity  with  fome  Officers,  who 
paid  too  little  attention  to  what  was  pre- 
fcribed  to  them. 

"  Soon  after,  I  found  my  reverend  Chap- 
lain again  caballing,  now  joined  by  a  more 
numerous  party,  all  of  whom  I  had  made 
R  4  it 
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it  my  particular  bufiPxefs  to  ferve  and  oblige ; 
the  Chaplain  had  even  obtained  leave  to  go 
to  Court  to  exhibit  his  complaints  againft 
me,  and  to  bring  with  him  two  worthlefs 
fubje6ls  he  named,  to  make  the  depofi- 
tions,  which  he,  as  a  churchm.an,  it  feems, 
could  not  do.  I  took  no  notice  of  what 
was  going  on,  and  on  this  occafion  the 
Minifler  condefcended  to  do  me  juliice, 
though  in  a  very  irregular  way,  for,  on 
hearing  their  (lory  and  taking  the  necefiary 
informations,  he  quickly  faw  the  falfehood 
and  infamy  of  their  accufations,  and  fent 
me  orders  to  break  all  the  three,  and  turn 
them  out  of  the  Regiment,  without  farther 
ceremony.  I  begged  they  might  be  regu- 
larly tried  by  a  Court-Martial,  and  fen- 
tenced  according  to  the  articles  of  war,  but 
my  requeft  was  difregarded. 

"  Mean  time  every  thing  refpe6ling  the 
Army  declined  and  relaxed ;  thofe  Officers 
who  had  any  notion  of  doing  their  dut)^, 
were  totally  difcouraged  and  difgufted,  by 

feeing 


SOCIETY     AND     M  A  N  N  E  R  S.  249 

feeinfj"  no  fort  of  promotion  take  place: 
Some  Reo^iments  were  without  a  Captain, 
others  without  Field  Officers  ;  the  Portu- 
guefe  Officers,  envious  of  the  Foreigners, 
who  had  double  pay,  and  feeing  things  fal- 
lincr  back  into  the  old  channel,  went  to 
their  ufual  work  of  defamation  and  tra- 
ducing of  chara8:ers,  by  every  underhand 
and  infamous  means  -,  Court-Martials  with- 
out number  (at  and  were  remitted  to  the 
Minifter,  who  never  looked  at  one  of  them, 
nor  decided  any  diiput.es  which  arofe  among 
the  Regiments,  which  were  thus  fomented 
and  increafed,  by  idlenefs  and  mdecifion. 

"  My  new  Major  had  for  fome  time  been 
folicitmg  me  to  procure  a  Subaltern's  com- 
miifion  for  his  fon,  which  I  had  declined 
doing,  as  I  knev7  he  v/as  by  no  means  a  cha- 
'^acler  to  do  honour  to  my  recommendation: 
and  I  now  remarked,  that  he  inlifted  in  a 
more  prcremptory  manner  upon  this,  after 
l>e  had  got  his  ov/n  of  Major,  than  he  had 
ever  done  before,  alledging,  among  other 

things 
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things,  that  even  fuppofing  his  fon  did  not 
poffefs  all  the  merit  he  could  v/ifh,  yet  I 
ought  to  attend  to  his  own  fervices,  and  to 
his  inceflant  labours  for  years  pad  in  the 
bufmefs  of  the  Regiment.  I  told  him  that 
for  his  ov/n  fervices  he  had  been  rewarded 
by  my  means,  in  the  moil  honourable  man- 
ner an  Officer  could  afpire  to^  and  that 
to  reward  a  worthlefs  fon  for  the  merits  of 
his  father,  though  that  was  a  doftrine  long 
ellablifhed  in  this  kingdom,  yet  it  was  too 
abfurd  and  grofs  for  any  man  of  fenfe  and 
probity  to  fwallow,  and  that  I  fliould  cer- 
tainly never  adopt  it.  He  replied,  that  if 
fuch  was  my  refolution,  I  might  hencefor^ 
ward  look  to  myfelf,  and  for  his  part  he 
would  do  the  fame. 

"  This  was  a  declaration  of  war,  as  I 
foon  afterwards  found  ;  and  this  abomina- 
ble Son  of  Belial  had  poffeffed  refolution 
enough  to  play  the  counterfeit  for  fo  many 
years,  to   be  diligent,  aftive  and  honefl, 

with 
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with  the  Devii  in  his  heart,  till  he-had  ob- 
tained his  promption,  which  being  every 
thing  he  had  to  expeft  from  me,  he  thought 
it  was  now  high  time  to  give  a  loofe  to  his 
natural  infernal  difpofition.  The  Quarter- 
Mailer  of  the  Regiment,  who  received  and 
paid  the  fubfiftence-money,  and  who,  I 
knew  neither  liked  the  Major,  nor  was 
liked  by  him,  came  to  inform  me,  that  the 
Major  had  joined  a  cabal  of  Officers  and 
inferior  Officers,  which  he  was  fomenting 
againll  me  with  accufations  of  not  deliver- 
ing out  the  cloathinsf  due,  as  well  as  other 
articles  he  knew  to  be  equally  falfe.  This 
I  made  no  account  of,  being  now  accuflom- 
ed  to  have  my  ears  dunned  with  fuch  vil^ 
lanies ;  however,  I  ordered  him  to  deliver 
out  a  good  quantity  of  overplus  cloathing 
I  had  in  (lore  ;  fo  that,  fo  far  from  want- 
ing, the  Regiment  was  furniOied  with 
cloathing  in  advance  for  a  much  -longer 
time  than  that  for  which  I  had  received  it 
from  the  Arfenal  of  the  Army  in  Lifbon. 
He  told  me  like  wife,  that  my  Major  had 

falfiiied 
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!  falfified  fome  parts  of  the  chief  Regifter- 
book  of  the  Regiment,  which  I  had  trufted 
to  his  care,  and  then  made  of  the  fam.e  fal- 
fifications  articles  of  accufation  to  Court 
againfl  me.  I  made  as  if  I  did  not  beHeve 
him,  but,  on  infpefting  the  book  foon  after, 
I  found  it  was  fo  ;  I  therefore  thought  it 
was  but  prudent,  at  an}'  rate,  to  take  it  out 
of  his  hands,  as  well  as  not  to  truft  him  any 
more  with  the  ceconomical  direftion  of  re- 
o[imental  affairs,  which  made  him  fo  much 
the  more  venomous. 

"  Some  time  after  this  I  had  occafiOn  to 
go  to  Lifbon  on  fome  private  bufmefs,  and 
the  villain's  confcience  fuggefling  to  him  I 
had  an  intention  of  reprefenting  him  in  his 
true  colours  to  the  Minifter,  followed  me, 
without  obtaining  any  leave  whatever.  As 
foon  as  I  was  informed  of  this,  I  reported 
it  to  the  old  General  who  commanded  in 
Lifbon,  who  fent  for  him,  reprimanded 
and  ordered  him  back  to  his  Regiment ; 
and  direded  me  to  put  him  in  arrefl  as 

foon 
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foon  as  I  returned  thither,  and  report  it  to 
him,  which  I  accordingly  did.  While  in 
Lifbon,  I  accidentally  met  the  fellow  on 
whofe  account  I  formerly  received  fo  fevere 
a  reprimand,  whom  the  Mareflial  General 
had  ordered  me  to  difmifs  from  the  fer- 
vice  ;  and  he  was  now  in  a  wretched  fitua- 
tion.  He  told  me  he  had  been  to  beg  a 
little  charity  from  his  old  patron  D.  Luiz 
da  Cunha,  who,  feeing  him  now  abandon- 
ed, told  him  he  w^as  a  rafcal,  and  would 
give  him  nothing.  From  pure  compaffion, 
I  gave  the  wretch  a  fmail  piece  of  gold ;  at 
fight  of  which,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  he 
fell  on  his  knees,  and  ailvcd  my  pardon  for 
all  the  mifchief  he  had  endeavoured  to  do 
me,  and  faid  the  only  fatisfa61ion  he  could 
now  make,  was  to  deliver  me  a  number  of 
letters  which  he  produced,  of  correfpon- 
dence  he  had  with  my  precious  Major, 
who  had  invited  him  to  be  his  ae^ent  at 

o 

Court,  in  giving  in  his  memorials  and  pre- 
ferring: his  articles   of  accufation  ag^ainft 

me 
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me.  Thefe  letters  I  took  and  brbuglit 
with  me  to  the  Regiment. 

"  The  day  after  my  arrival  I  fent  my 
Quarter-Mailer  with  my  reeeiptSj  as  ufual^ 
to  the  mihtary  Treafurer  of  ihe  province 
Lere^  to  receive  the  monthly  fubfiftence  for 
the  Regiment,  which  he  did ;  biit  inftead 
of  paying  it  out  to  the  companies,  he  de- 
ferted,  and  went  off  to  Badajox,  in  com- 
pany with  fome  Spanifli  Strolers,  who  had 
been  a6ling  here.  Fortunately,  I  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  Spanifh  General  of  Ef- 
tremadura,  to  whom  I  wrote  ;  the  deferter 
was  feized^  and  moft  of  the  money  found 
upon  him,  and  returned  to  m.e;  but,  ac- 
cording to  the  Concordant  between  the  two 
kingdoms,  his  perfon  could  not  be  fent 
backj  though  this  was  what  I  moil  wiihed 
for^  and  he  was  fet  at  liberty. 

"  A  confiderable  time  paiTed,  and  no 
notice  taken  of  the  repeated  entreaties  I  had 
made  to  have  my  worthlefs  Major  remov- 
ed, at  leaft,  out  of  the  Regiment,  where, 

in 
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in  the  idlenefs  of  his  arrefl,  he  was  doing 
more  harm  in  fomenting  difcontents,  and 
vile  underhand  intrigues,  than  if  he  were 
employed  in  the  fervice.  In  the  mean  time 
I  received  a  mofl  friendly  letter  from  the 
Count  la  Lippe  in  Germany,  inviting  me 
to  fpend  the  enfuing  Summer  with  him 
there,  where  he  had  eflablilhed  regulat 
military  fchools,  both  of  theory  and  prac- 
tice. I  readily  accepted  the  invitation,  ob- 
tained leave,  and  went  over  land,  vihting 
in  my  way  the  old  fcenes  of  my  younger 
days  at  la  Fere,  Metz,  and  Stralburgh, 
where  I  flill  found  fome  old  acquaintance, 
though  after  an  interval  of  fo  many  years. 
*'  I  pafl'ed  the  Summer  with  that  digni* 
ficd  military  philofopher  the  Count  la 
Lippe,  with  all  that 'heart-felt  fatisfaftion 
which  every  Officer  muft  enjoy,  who  knows- 
how  to  improve  fiich  a  fortunate  circum- 
ftance  to  his  own  advantage,  and  to  be- 
come both  a  better  foldier  and  a  better 
man.  Returning  through  Holland,  I  em- 
barked 
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barked  at  Rotterdam,  and  a^ri^Td  at  Lif* 
boR,  where  I  found  the  old  General  who 
commanded  there,  had  been  fometime  dead, 
and  General  Maclean,   a  countryman  of 
your's,  appointed  in  his  place ;  I  waited  on 
the  Minifter  and  General,  delivering-  the 
letters  I  brought  for  them,  and  was  perfectly 
well  received.     In  a  few  days  mol'e  I  was 
informed  that  the  Ouarter-Mafter  of  my 
Regiment  who  had  deferted,  was  in  town, 
bufy  in  forming  complaints ,  againft    me, 
and  afting  in  concert  with  my  Major,  with 
whom  he  had  formerly  always  been  at  dag- 
gers-drawing ;  fome  time  after,  1  met  liim 
ra  the  flreet,  feized  him,  fent  him  to  pri- 
Ibn,  and  found  on  him  the  whole  feries  of 
his  correfpondence  with  the  Major,  and 
fucha  colleftion  of  wretched  abfurdities  and 
lies,  varied  into  all  tlie  different  forts  of 
Tilenefs,  was  furely  never  formed :  I  laid 
the  Vv'hole,  with  the  Majors  other  letters  I 
had  in  my  poffeffion,  before  the  General, 
who  reported  it  to  the  Prime  Minifter,  and 

thev 


'       SOCIETY    AND    MANNERS.    257 

tlley  both  alTured  me  they  were  very  glad 
I  had  laid  hold  of  the  villain,  and  that  both 
he  and  the  Major  fhould  be  made  examples 
of.     I  now  afTured  myfelf  I  had  got  to  the 
end  of  this  vexatious  bufmefs,  by  having  at 
leaft  the  two  incendiaries  removed  out  of 
the  Regiment,  as  had  been  fo  often  pro- 
mifed  me  ;  bu^  General  Maclean  took  no 
farther  account  of  it ;  and  as  for  the  Mi- 
nifter,  he  was  too  bufy  to  mind  fuch  trifles. 
"  You  may  fuppofe,  that,  during  this 
whole  time,  the  Army  being  entirely  neg- 
le£led,  was  approaching  faft  to  ruin.  Ac- 
cording to  every  information  I  could  ob- 
t;ain.  General  Maclean's  charafter,  as  an 
excellent  veteran  infantry  Officer,  was  fuf- 
ficiently  eftabliilied,  long  before  he  came 
into  this  fervice  ;  this  however  is  certain, 
that  while  he  commanded  in  Lifbon,  his 
only  and  evident  view  was  to  flatter  the 
Minifl;er,  and  preferve  himfelf  in  hi^  good 
opinion ;  and  he  knew  he  could  do  this  \cf 
no  means  fo  effe£lually,  as  by  negle6iing 
Vol.  I.  S  his 
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his  duty.  All  the  Regiments  were  in  the 
fame  ilate  of  apathy  and  univerfal  relaxa- 
tion ;  full  of  little  dark  cabals,  intrigues, 
and  heart-bumings ;  and  continued  fo  to 
the  moment  of  the  late  Kings  death. 

"  I  had  reinarked,  in  perufmg.the  cor- 
refpondence  between  my  Major  and  Quar- 
ter-Mafler,  that  thefe  two  traitors  often 
mentioned  the  name  of  the  Marquis  An- 
geja,  now  the  Prime  Miniller/  as  a  perfon 
to  whom  they  had  frequent  aecefs,  ^vho 
patronized  their  caufe,  and  animated  them 
in  their  proceedings  againft  me ;  but  I  coijiicl 
not  bring  myfelf  to  believe  that  a  Noble- 
man of  his  rank  would,  without  the  hrial- 
left  provocation  on  my  part,  difgrace  him- 
felf  by  bafely  interpofmg  in  favour  of  two 
of  the  moft  pitiful  villains  that  were  ever 
held  up  to  public  fcorn  and  contempt ;  this 
I  remarked  to  General  Maclean  at  the  time, 
on  occafion  of  a  focial  conference  we  had 
together,  giving  him  my  opinion  as  above, 
and  I  well  remember  his  anfwer  to  me, 

which 
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which  was,  that  with  all  the  experience  I 
had  acquired  in  this  country  and  the  ac- 
quaintance I  had  with  the  Nobility,  he 
thought  I  had  not  yet  reached  the  extent  of 
their  true  character,  nor  knew  how  much , 
they  in  their  hearts  difliked  Foreign  Offi- 
cers. 

"  Accordingly,  when  K  ing  Jofeph  breath- 
ed his  lafl,  on  the  23d  of  February,  1777, 
and  the  Adminiflration  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Marquis  of  Angeja  and  the  Church,  I 
foon  had  occafion  to  be  convinced  of  my 
miftake ;  for  whereas,  till  that  time,  the 
contemptible  flate  into  which  the  Army  had 
fallen,  proceeded  chiefly  from  indifference 
and  negleft,  (caufes  fufficient  to  ruin  any 
Army  in  a  very  fhort  time)  fo  now  the  pre- 
fent  Government,  as  if  not  fatisfied  with  the 
wretched  condition  in  which  they  found 
the  troops,  feemed  to  take  an  a6live  part  in 
clifhonouring  and  difgracing  the  very  being 
and  exiflence  of  a  foldier.  It  appeared  pre- 
fently  that  they  had  adopted  the  maxim  of 
S  2  ridding 
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ridding  themfelves  of  Foreign  Officers,  as 
quickly  as  poffible.  The  Queen  alfo,  from 
miftaken  notions  of  what  (he  reckons  piety 
and  mercy,  releafed  indifcriminately  all  the 
malefaftors  of  the  different  Regiments, 
whom  the  Marquis  of  Pom.bal  had  fuffered 
to  flarve  and  rot  for  years  in  the  prifons, 
under  fentences  of  Court-martials,  and, 
pardoning  them  all,  either  reftoring  them 
to  their  Regiments,  or  fent  them  to  ferve 
abroad  ;  all  which  behaviour,  though  abo- 
minable, was,  in  my  opinion,  nothing 
when  compared  to  the  moredire6l  influence 
of  the  prefent  Minifter,  in  favour  of  the 
two  worthlefs  Officers  of  my  Regiment  who 
ftill  remained  in  arrefl ;  for  the  Governor 
here  recei\^d  an  order,  in  the  Queen's 
name  from  the  prefent  Secretary  of  War,  to 
releafe  the  Major  and  Quarter-Mafter  of 
my  Regiment,  who,  he  faid,  had  been  un:- 
juftly  confined  by  their  Colonel,  who  had 
never  made  any  report  of  the  fame,  nor 
affigned  any  reafon  for  confining  tliem. 

And 
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And  here  you  will  remark,  that  in  order  to 
find  a  pretence  for  the  enlargement,  the 
Secretary  of  War  is  made  to  advance  in  the 
name  of  his  Sovereign,  a  moft  notorious 
falfehood;  for  in  every  monthly  return, 
for  years  before  to  that  moment,  the  con- 
finement of  thefe  two  men  was  regularly 
reported,  as  well  as  the  caufe  of  it,  which 
all  the  world  aifo  knew  by  a  variety  of  other 
information.    Tlius  I  found,  to  my  coft, 
what  the  two  traitors  mentioned  in  their 
lette?-s^  concerning  the  countenance  they  re- 
ceived from  the  Marquis  of  Angeja  was, 
jrue  ;  they  enjoy  it  fiill,  and  are  now  doing 
duty  in  the  Regiment. 

"  Judge  then,  Gentlemen,  what  a  fitua- 
tion  I  muft  be  in  ?  and  what  intereft  I,  or 
any  man  of  feeling  or  honefty  can  now 
have  in  fuch  a  fervice  ?  For  my  own  part,  I 
am  totally  indifferent  about  it,  as  I  am 
now  old,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  rub  through 
in  the  belt  manner  I  can,  and  any  hole 
will  ferve  a  man  to  die  in. 

S  3  *'  Whether 


462  SKETCHES    OF 

*^  Whether  I  have  fatisfied  or  entertained 
you  by  my  relation  I  know  not ;  only  this 
I  am  certain  of,  that  I  have  told  you  nOr 
thing  but  the  truth." 

I  leave  you  to  think  in  what  terms  wc 
acknowledged  our  obligations  to  Mr.  de  Va- 
leire,  for  fuch  an  interefting  account ;  and 
I  again  repeat  Lord  Freeman's  obfervation, 
that  its  peculiar  value  confills  in  being  lite- 
rally matter  of  faft,  of  which  we  all  have 
the  fulleft  conviftion.  My  next  to  you 
will  probably  be  from  Almeida,  for  which 
place  we  fet  out  to-morrow  morning  early, 
' — Good  night. 


LET. 
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LETTER     XIV. 


Porto,  1778. 

Dex\r  Brother, 

We  are  at  laft  arrived  here,  as  I  hope, 
to  refl  for  fome  time,  after  going  over  fucli 
an  extent  of  rough  and  roountaneous  coun- 
tr^%  and  at  fuch  an  advanced  feafon  of  the 
year.  The  banks  of  the  river  Douro  are 
prodigioudy  flrong  on  both  fides,  and  a 
fmall  body  of  men  properly  employed  on 
one  fide,  might  baffle  the  efforts  of  an  Ar- 
my to  crofs  it  from  the  otlier ;  the  river  it- 
felf  is  funk  between  its  high  and  fieep  banks, 
covered  with  vine-yards,  which  furniOi  the 
wine  you  drink  in  England  under  the  name 
of  Port ;  but  which  is  fo  different  from 
S  4  what 
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what  you  drink  of  it  here,  in  the  poflcflioii 
of  the  people  who  make  it.  The  DourOj, 
hke  the  Rhone,  is  violent  and  rapid  in  its 
courfe,  with  few  or  no  rneanders ;  and,  as 
is  the  cafe  with  all  torrents  when  provoked 
and  fwelled  with  the  rains,  efpecially  of  the 
vernal  equinox,  it  becomes  often  fatal  to 
the  fhipping  in  the  harbour  of  this  city. 

Notwithflanding  a  good  {hare  of  fatigue 
I  have  gone  through,  I  think  I  have  every 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  trip  I  have 
taken  round  the  frontiers  of  this  country ; 
were  it  for  no  other  reafon  than  the  acqui- 
lition  of  fo  valuable  an  acquaintance  as 
Lord  Freeman.  I  can  have  no  reafon  for 
being  difpofed  to  love  and  regard  him,  but 
fuch  as  I  diftinguifh  in  his  perfonal  merit 
and  accomplifhments,  and  if  that  exellent 
young  nian  has  admitted  me  to  his  intimate 
confidence,  I  mufl  afcribe  it  to  his  difcover- 
ing  in  my  fentiments  and  purfuits,  a  funila- 
rity  correfponding  with  his  own,  on  which 
account  I  have  reafon  to  believe  we  have 

beer^ 
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been  mutually  of  ufe  to  each  other,  we  are 
therefore  lefs  inclined  to  feparate  now  than 
ever,  and  I  hope  foon  to  be  able  to  acquaint 
ypu  with  the  particular  motives  of  his  jour- 
ney to  this  country :  In  the  mean  time,  I 
{hall  here  continue  the  account  of  our  leav- 
ing Elyas,  and  proceeding  jn  our  obferva- 
tions,  till  we  reached  this  place. 

As  foon  as  General  Valere  had  finilhed 
his  narrative,  as  mentioned  in  my  laft, 
young  John  Carlos  was  the  firft  to  declare, 
that  he  had  learned  more  that  evening  of 
the  real  charafter  of  his  countrymen,  than 
he  had  been  able  to  colleQ  by  obfervation  • 
during  his  whole  life.  Mr.  de  Valere  faid, 
that,  not  to  overcharge  our  memory  with 
too  much  matter  at  once,  he  had  been  as 
compendious  as  pofTible,  but  that  he  would 
give  us  letters  for  other  Officers  we  would 
meet  with  in  our  travels,  who  would  not 
fail  continuing  to  us  the  fame  fort  of  in- 
formation ;  for,  that  the  fame  national  cha- 
rafter  produced  every  where  equal  or  fimi- 
lar  effeds.  John  Carlos  replied,  that  it  was 

a  difgrace 
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a  difgrace  to  any  fociety,  when  fuch  a  \  He 
character  as  his  Major  was  permitted  to 
exift  in  it;    and  yet,  young  Gentleman, 
(faid  Valere)  if  you  were  to  exterminate 
all  fiich  characiers  from  the  Portuguefe  Ar- 
my, as  it  now  ftands,  you  would  leave  it 
nearly  without  Officers ;   but  it  is  not  fo 
much  of  thofe  wicked  and  abandoned  dif- 
pofitions  I  complain,  as  of  the  fupport  and 
countenance  they  e\'er)^  where  meet  with. 
If  the  Portuguefe  Nobility,   and  men  of 
rank,  General  Officers,  and  commanding 
Officers  of  Regiments,  were  but  half  as  in- 
duftrious  in  difcountenancing  and  defpifing 
Knaves,  Slanderers,  Pimps,  Parafites,  Ca- 
tamites, Thie\'es  and  Murderers,  as  they 
are  every  where  affiduous  in  dirco\'ering, 
cherifhing  and  protecting  fuch  an  infamous 
race,  we  fhould  quickly  fee  a  noble  and 
univerfal  change  :   For  inftance,    I  ha\'e 
known  numbers  of  them  in  my  prefence, 
condemn  the  conduct  of  my  Major,  and  be- 
flow  on  him  every  diffionourable  epithet, 

his 
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his  treachen' and  ingratitude defencd ;  and 
ver)'  foon  after  I  ha\'e  feen  tliem  hugging 
the  fame  n:ian,  in  high  glee  and  conveifa- 
tion  with  him,  aiking  him  to  tlieir  houfes, 
and  admitting  him  to  every  degree  of 
friendlhip  and  foeiabiht^^  Now  while  tliere 
.exifts  in  the  nation  a  number  of  perfons  of 
high  rank  and  influence,  whofe  condutl 
will  alwa}'S  be  copied  bv  inferiors,  and  \\'\\o 
can  reconcile  fuch.  abominable  behaviour 
with  tlie  principles  of  honour,  I  leave  you 
to  judge  of  the  confequences. 

It  was  by  tliis  time  growing  late,  and  as 
we  had  difpofed  every  thing  for  leaving 
Elvas  the  ne:s:t  morning,  we  begged  to  have 
fupper  foon,  and  it  ^vas  immediately  fer\'cd. 
We  took  an  opportunity  of  thanking  Mi^s. 
\"alere  very  kindh-  for  her  hol'pitality :  tlie 
General  delivered  us  a  few  lines  of  intro- 
duction to  fome  of  his  friends  in  Almeida; 
we  affured  him,  we  had  not  words  fuffi- 
pient  to  do  juitice  to  the  fenfe  we  entertain- 
ed of  his  friendly  behaviour,  as  well  for 

the 
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the  perfonal  information  he  had  afforded 
us,  as  for  what  we  had  gathered  from  the 
perufal  of  the  papers?  he  had  favoured  us 
with ;  and  that  no  diftance  of  time  or 
place  fhould  ever  erafe  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  kindnefs  from  our  mernories. 

The  next  morning  we  left  the  garrifon 
of  Elvas,  and  employed  above  fourteen 
days  fucceffively,  in  vifiting  all  the  pofts, 
grounds  and  fituations,  mentioned  in  the 
Count  la  Lippe's  memorial  of  the  cam- 
paign of  1 762,  undergoing  much  fatigue 
in  travelling  over  fuch  a  rugged  and  bar- 
ren country,  and  coming  into  miferable 
villages  and  hamlets,  where,  often  we 
could  not  find  fo  much  as  a  bit  of  bread 
for  ourfelves,  nor  forage  for  our  horfes, 
though  we  found  the  peafants  every  where 
civil  and  ready  to  oblige  us,  and  to  ferve 
as  guides  to  wherever  we  wifhed  to  go. 
In  our  difficulties  we  found  our  belt  way 
was  to  addrefs  ourfelves  to  the  Curate  or 
Vicar,  wherever  we  found  one,  and  by 

his 
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his  means  and  the  intervention  of  a  httlc 
money,  any  thing  that  could  be  had  was 
provided  for  us. 

At  laft,  after  examining  the  interefling 
grounds  on  both  fides  the  Tagus,  particu- 
larly the  famous  Pafs  of  Villa-velha,  we  ar- 
rived at  the  town  of  Caflel  Branco,  where 
we  refted  fome  days,  and  from  whence 
my  laft  letters  to  you  were  dated,  after 
which  we  continued  our  route  by  Pena- 
ma9or,  Sabugal,  Covilham  and  Alfayates, 
to  Almeida,  for  the  moft  part  through  a 
rocky,  barren  country,  efpecially  as  we 
approached  the  garrifon.  On  arriving 
there,  we  were  conduced  as  ufual  from 
the  Barrier  to  the  Officer  commanding  in 
the  place,  who  happened  at  the  time  to 
be  walking  on  the  parade  ;  a  tall,  ftout, 
furly-looking  man,  of  a  Mulatto  colour, 
who  afked  us  in  a  haughty  tone,  what  was 
our  bufmefs  there  ?  we  replied,  that  we 
had  letters  for  the  King's  Lieutenant :  He 
told  us,  he  was  gone  out  with  fome  of  his 

country- 
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countrymen  on  a  (liooting  party  a  few 
days  ago,  and  he  did  not  know  when  he 
would  return.  Lord  Freeman  was  fo  dif- 
fatisfied  with  this  fort  of  reception,  that 
he  would  not  remain  a  moment  longer  in 

the  garrifon,  though  it  was  then  rather 
late. 

FolloY^^ing  therefore  the  road  v/hich 
leads  northward  to  the  Douro,  we  palfed 
under  Caflel  Rodrigo,  countinuing  our 
journey  till  it  was  quite  dark,  when  it  be- 
came necelfary  1  o  ftop  in  a  fmall  poor  vil- 
lage, our  cattle  being  by  this  time  entirely 
knocked  up  :  we  found  our  way  however, 
to  a  wretched  Inn,  where  we  houfed  our 
horfes,  but  no  fort  of  provender  for  them, 
nor  of  eatables  for  ourfelves  were  to  be 
had;  we  feparated,  as  we  had  done  on 
former  occafions,  to  fearch  through  the 
village  for  bread  and  wine,  or  any  thing 
elfe  we  could  procure.  It  happened  that 
John  Carlos  in  his  ramble,  efpied  a  white 
houl'e   fomewhat  larq;er  than  the  others, 

with 
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with  a  ftone  ftair  on  the  outHde  ;  he  knock- 
ed at  the  door,  when  it  was  opened,  he 
entered  into  a  fort  of  large  hall,  where  he 
faw  a  table  fet  out  with  feveral  covers, 
ready  for  fupper.  John  Carlos  bleffed  him- 
felf  at  the  fight!  afking  whofe  houfe  it 
was  ?  He  was  anfwered  it  was  the  Curate's, 
but  that  he  had  lent  it  for  that  night  to  the 
King's  Lieutenant  of  Almeida,  w4io  was 
in  the  next  room  with  fome  other  com- 
pany; John  begged  to  be  introduced  to 
them,  which,  as  foon  as  he  was,  and  had 
told  them  his  ftory,  they  all  fet  out  to 
fearch  for  Lord  Freeman  and  myfelf  inthe 
village,  and  having  found  us  after  fome 
time,  wc  returned  to  head-quarters,  where 
we  had  a  plentiful  fupper,  which  was  mod 
acceptable  to  us,  and  tolerable  accommo- 
dation as  to  beds. 

The  next  morning  we  were  for  fetting 
forward  to  the  Douro,  but  the  King's  Lieu- 
tenant would  by  no  means  confent  to  it, 
but  entreated  us  to  return  with  him  to  his 

garrifon. 
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garrifon,  and  favour  him  with  our  company 
for  a  few  days,  faid,  that  if  we  hked  llioot- 
ing,  we  could  not  be  in  a  better  part  of  the 
country  for  our  amufement,   and  as  a  fur- 
ther inducement,  he  informed  us  that  two 
or  three  of  our  countrymen  from  a  garrifon 
in  the  next  province,  had  juft  come  to  pay 
him  a  vifit,  and  he  hoped  we  fhould  all 
make  agreeable  company  together.     We 
accordingly  returned  with  them   to  Al- 
meida, which  we  reached  to  dinner;  after 
which  we  walked  round  the  ramparts ;  and 
having  vifited  all  the  garrifon,  found  no- 
thing new  in  regard  to  military  matters  after 
having  feen  thatofElvas.  Two  things  only 
excited  our  furprife,  one  was  to  obferve 
the  great  diftance  at  which  the  Spaniards 
had  raifed  their  neare ft  battery,  at  the  hege 
of  Almeida   in    1762,    with  which  they 
however  made  a  fort  of  breach,  but  this 
they  could  not  have  done,  had  they  met 
with  any  oppofition.     This  battery  was  at 
above  feven  hundred  yards  diftance  from 

the 
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the  point  attacked^  and  as  the  befiegers 
were  feldom  incommoded  by  any  (hot  from 
the  garriion,  they  had  all  the  time  to  exe- 
cute their  bufmefs  which  the  formality  of 
their  proceedings  required.  The  other  was^ 
to  obferve  the  awkward  and  obfequious 
fubmiffion,  with  v/hich  the  ill-looking  Of- 
ficer who  had  received  us  fo  haughtily  but 
the  day  before  now  attended  us,  on  feeing 
the  reception  we  had  from  his  fuperiors. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  with  a  fliort  flvctch 
of  a  few  of  the  characters  we  met  with  here^ 
as  I  was  able  to  pick  them  up  in  particular 
converfations  I  had  with  different  perfons 
of  the  company. 

The  Kings  Lieutenant  of  Almeida  is  ^ 
native  of  North  Britain,  an  old  and  Worthy 
Officer,  who,  after  having  ferved  during 
the  courfe  of  two  wars  in  the  armies  of  his 
own  country^  had  been  induced,  like  many 
others,  to  remain  in  the  fervice  of  Portu- 
gal, where  he  has  been  eminently  ufefuL 
till  the  death  of  the  late  King;  at  which ^ 

Vol,  I.  T  period. 
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period,  being  diflatisfied  with  his  fituation, 
(as  all  J:he  others  were)  he  attempted  to" 
better  it  by  returning  to  the  fervice  of  his 
o\^n  country,  but  was  unfuccefsful.  He 
was  however  fo  far  lucky,  that  though  a 
fevourite  of  the. former  Adminiflration,  he 
is  not  at  all  difliked  by  the  prefent.  Such 
is  the  fpeaking  candour  and  undefigning 
uprightnefs  of  his  chara£ler,  that  the  pre- 
fent Premier,  who,  by  all  accounts,  is 
the  moil:  defigning,  difmgenuous  charafter 
alive,  believes,  that  if  it  be  in  the  J)ower  of 
any  man,  unallilled  by  fuperior  grace,  to 
return  good  for  evil,  this  Officer  is  the 
man ;  and  his  opinion  of  his  fidelity  and 
diiinterellednefs  is  fo  great,  that  for  fome 
time  he  entrufled  him  with  the  military 
governm'ent  of  the  whole  province  of  the 
Beira — Such  is  the  quality  of  probity  and 
goodnefs,  that  fometimes  the  moll  worth- 
less charafters,  when  in  authority,  find  their 
own  account  in  makino;  ufe  of  them. 

Lord 
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Lord  Freeman  faw  into  his  difpofition  at 
once;  for  it  was  open  as  the  day,  without 
{hadow  of  guile  or  deceit,  and  he  loved  and 
honoured  him  ;  nor  was  his  efleem  lefs 
for  another  Officer  he  met  there,  who  had 
come  on  a  vifit  from  a  neighbouring 
province  of  Tras-os-Montes  ;  he  was  an 
Englilhman,  of  the  name  of  Saint  Amour, 
of  a  humour  confiderably  different  from 
the  former.  He  was  a  man  of  a  clear  judg- 
ment and  comprehenfion,  impetuous  in 
his  temper,  and  much  difpofed  to  rally 
and  abufe  the  Clergy,  the  Nuns  and  Fry- 
ars,  whofe  hypocritical  and  immoral  man- 
lier of  life  furniihed  him  with  continual 
topicks  of  fatire,  and  well-grounded  ani- 
madverlion. 

There  was  another  chara61er  among 
them  not  a  little  lingular,  an  Hibernian 
originally,  but  he  had  long  left  his  native 
country,  of  which  he  had  very  little  re- 
membrance ;  indeed  almoll  the  only  me- 
mento  he  retained  of  it,  was  that  which  he 
T  2  preferved 
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preferved  flrongly  on  his  tongue.  He  ftill 
retained  however  all  the  refolute  firmnefs  of 
Irifhmen ;  and  after  having  fought  to  very 
little  purpofe  in  the  charafter  of  a  Gentle- 
man Cadet  in  the  Irifh  Brigades,  both  of 
France  and  Spain,  he  pafled  over  to  this 
country  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in 
1762,  and  fi gnalized  his  entry  into  this  fer- 
vice  by  a  piece  of  behaviour  charafteriflic 
of  feme  of  our  countrymen.  It  is  fo  fm- 
gular  I  muft  relate  it  to  you. 

Colonel  Mackilphan,  (which  is  the  Gen- 
tleman's name)  as  foon  as  he  arrived  at 
Abrantes  in  June,  1762,  where  the  Count 
la  Lippe  then  was  aflembling  the  Portu- 
guefe  Army  with  all  the  difpatch  pofiible, 
the  enemy  having  at  that  time  entered  the 
Frontiers,  gave  the  Count  fuch  a  fatisfac- 
tory  and  military  account  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  Spanilh  Army,  that  he  re- 
folved  to  employ  him  on  fome  fmall  expe- 
ditions and  reconnoitring  parties,  all  which 
he  executed  in  fuch  a  foldier-like  manner, 

as 
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as  made  the  Count  employ  him  on  a  lervice 
of  more  confequence.  Ke  had  found  all 
his  endeavours  to  forward  tlie  form.ation  of 
magazines  and  equipment  of  the  Army, 
when  he  was  fo  much  preifed  for  time, 
traverfed  and  fruftrated,  by  the  diiatori- 
nefs  of  thePaymafler-General  of  the  troops, 
then  alfo  at  head-quarters,  infomuch  that 
he  had  been  obliged  to  reprefent  his  re- 
peated mi(behaviour  and  neglefts  to  the 
Minifler,  requelfing  his  removal,  but  with- 
out effeft  :  the  v/hole  Army  comiplained  of 
his  tardinefs  in  making  the  refpeftive  pay- 
ments, according  to  the  orders  he  received 
from  the  Marefiial  General,  infomuch  that 
on  one  occafion,  the  Count  had  been  fo  pro- 
voked as  to  inflift  corporal  puniihment 
upon  the  perfonofhis  Paymafler-General, 
by  kicking  him  down  from  the  top  of  a 
flight  of  winding  flairs  in  the  Caflie  of 
Abrantes,  on  which  occafion  the  fat  puf- 
fing Pay  mailer  tumbled  or  rather  rolled 
like  a  butter-ball  to  the  bottom  ;  and  this 
T  3  incident 
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incident  was  as  publickly  known  as  it  was 
applauded. — To  return  to  Mackilphan — 
The  Marefhai  General  foon  after  ordered  a 
confiderable  detachment  to  be  got  ready, 
y/hicli  he  put  under  Mackilphan's  command, 
giving  him  his  inftruftions,  and  an  order  to 
receive  from  the  Pay mafter- General  the 
fubfiftance  for  his  detachment  during  the 
time  they  fnould  be  out  upon  command. 
Mackilphan  prefented  the  order,  and  was 
defired  to  wait  a  little,  to  which  he  gently 
replied,  that  his  orders  were  of  fuch  a  pref- 
fmg  nature  as  to  admit  of  no  delay,  and 
urging  again  foon  after  to  be  difpatched  : 
the  Paymafter- General,  (vvdiofe  name  was 
Durao,  and  whofe  chara61er  was,  to  be  as 
abjeft  and  fawning  before  his  fuperiors,  as 
infolent  and  brutal  to  all  he  confidered 
equal  to,  or  beneath  himfelf)  looking  con- 
temptuoufly  at  Mackilphan's  uniform ,which 
was  ftill  Spanifh,  and  which  he  was  not  ac- 
quainted with,  anfwered  him  roughly, '  that 

he 
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he  had  then  bufinefs  of  more  conrequcnce 
to  attend  to ;  and  that  he  fhould  be  paid 
the  money  he  wanted  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  reft  of  the  Spanifh  deferters.'^ — Colonel 
Mackilphan,  in  a  rage,  at  fuch  a  piece  of 
infolence,  took  one  of  the  two  piftols 
he  always  carried  in  his  belt,  and  clap- 
ping it  inftantly  to  the  Paymafter's  fore- 
headj  drew  the  trigger,  but  it  miffed  fire  ; 
however,  frightened  out  of  his  fenfes,  the 
Paymafter  dropped  under  the  table,  and 
there  was  an  uproar  in  the  office.  Mackil- 
phan returned  direftly,  and  related  the  af- 
fair, exaftly  as  it  happened,  to  Count  la 
Lippe,  who  told  him  he  was  exceedingly 
mortified  that  his  piftol  had  miffed  fire. 
The  Colonel  faid  he  had  ftill  another  good 
flint,  which  he  was  certain  would  not 
mifs,  and  that  he  would  juft  return  to  do 
the  Paymafter's  bufinefs  efFe£lually.  To 
this  however  the  Count  did  not  confent ; 
but  ordered  an  Aid  du  Camp  with  him, 
T  4  who 
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who  procured  payment,  and  he  was  de- 
fpatched  immediately. 

Such  was  Colonel  Mackilphan's  firil  entry 
into  the  Portuguefe  fervice,  where  Count 
la  Lippe  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  pufhed 
him  on  ;  and  he  has,  on  all  occaiions, 
behaved  perfecliy  like  a  Gentleman  ;  no 
Foreign  Officer  having  been  more  refpefted 
by  the  natives  of  all -ranks,  convinced  that 
he  never  would  putrup  with  the  fliadow  of 
negleft  on  their  part,  without  calling  them 
to  account  for  it,  in  the  manner  they  of  all 
others  deteft  and  abhor  the  moft.  As  a  good 
Catholic,  he  has  been  particularly  fortu- 
nate in  ingratiating  himfelf  with  the  Priefls, 
and  by  the  intereft  and  fupport  of  the 
Biihop  of  the  diocefe  where  he  refides,  he 
had,  not  long  before  our  arri\^al  at  Almei- 
da, effefted  an  advantageous  marriage  with 
a  young  Heirefs  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
fp  as  to  render  himfelf  independent  of  the 
fervice,  and  for  that  reafon  fo  much  the 
more  refpe6led  by  the  Miniilry. 

I  may 
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I  may  add  to  the  above,  the  charafter 
of  another  very  worthy  Gentleman  of 
the  fame  country  with  the  King's  Lieute- 
nant, who  has  the  rank  of  Brigadier  in 
the  Army,  and  is  Colonel  of  a  Regiment 
of  Cavalry  iu  the  next  province.  In  his 
difpofitioh,  I  think,  he  refembles  a  good 
<ieal  the  Englifliman  ;  but  is  compelled 
to  be  more  prudent,  being  entirely  ella- 
bnilied  in  this  country,  and  depending  on 
it,  having  fome  time  ago  married  a  Lady 
of  high  rank  and  family  in  the  fame. 
This  Gentleman,  when  a  much  younger 
man,  had  made  himfelf  remarkable  in 
Paris,  by  an  encounter  he  had  there  with 
vour  celebrated  patriot  Alderman  Wilkes: 
and  when  he  came  lirfl  to  Portugal,  I 
am  told,  he  was  confidered  as  a  Tilter, 
or  a  Brdtcirr ;  but,  a  very  little  ex- 
perience of  the  propriety  of  his  conduct 
and  chara61er,  foon  convinced  the  world 
that  he  was  as   incapable  of   giving  an 

affront, 
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affront,   as  he  was  of  receiving  it  from 
any  man. 

As  I  was  clofing  this  I  have  juft  received 
yours,  which  I  (hall  anfwer  by  the  next 
opportunity.    Till  thcn^ 

Adieu, 


LET. 
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LETTER      XV. 


Porto,  1778. 


Dear  Brother^ 

VV  ERE  any  of  us  difpofed  to  eftimate 
our  felicity  according  to  the  goodnefs  or 
badnefs  of  our  living,  we  have  as  much 
reafon  to  congratulate  ourfelves  on  our  ar- 
rival here,  as  we  have  hitherto  had  to  deem 
ourfelves  unfortunate  on  our  journey  hi- 
ther. Monfieur  Haudricourt,  Lord  Free- 
man's Valet,  has  been  lavifli  in  his  curfes 
on  the  country  we  have  travelled  through. 
But  here  the  Chriftmas  pies,  the  fat  turkies, 
the  fine  firloins^  the  jellies  and  creams  of 

all 
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all  kinds,  and  every  other  delicacy  are  to 
be  met  with  in  abundance.  The  Foreign 
Merchants,  efpecially  the  Englifh,  who  are 
by  far  the  moil  ntimerous,  not  only  live  m 
affluence  themfelves,-  and  much  better  than 
the  fame  perfons  would  do  in  London,  but 
the  natives  follow  their  example,  and  live 
much  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  I  am  af- 
fared,  they  mix  and  communicate  more 
with  the  Foreigners  here,  than  their  coun- 
trymen do  with  thofe  ellablifhed  in  Lifbon, 
where,  as  being  the  Court,  it  w^ere  more 
natural  to  expeft  a  difpofition  to  urbanity 
and  mutual  intercourfe. 

But,  be  that  as  it  may,  we  (liould  have 
little  reafon,  in  my  humble  opinion,  to  re- 
gret the  want  of  fo  many  good  dinners  a>s 
we  are  aflved  to,  while  we  polTefs  fo  extra- 
ordinary and  valuable  a  landlord  as  the 
Gentleman  who  infilled  on  our  taking  up 
our  refidence  in  his  houfe^  w'ho  is  no  other 
than  the  Britifh  Conful  here^  and  the  mod 

enter- 
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entertaining  companion  I  have  met  with 
any  where.  He  is  almofl  in  every  thing 
the  reverfe  of  his  brother  Conful  at  Faro, 
in  the  other  end  of  the  kingdom.  If  this 
was  dumb,  morofe  and  penfive,  the  other 
is  verfatile,  fprightly  and  communicative 
in  the  highell  degree,  and  has  a  wonderful 
fldll  in  adapting  himfelf  to  all  companies 
and  languages  he  happens  to  meet  with. 
If  the  Conful  oT Faro  paffedhis  life  among 
the  numerous  Clerks  he  has  in  his  Count- 
ing-houfe,  and  in  attending  to  the  concerns 
of  a  large  family  of  children,  his  Col- 
league of  Porto,  living  in  a  very  large 
houfe,  has  no  counting-houfe  nor  family 
to  mind,  and  though  far  enough  at  prefent 
from  being  a  young  man,  is  ftill  a  bache- 
lor, and  his  domeilics  confift  of  a  withered 
old  Portuguefe  beldam,  paft  eighty,  who 
makes  his  bed,  lights  his  fire,  and  fends 
him  in  his  breakfaft,  and  a  young  Galician. 
boy,  who  cleans  his  (hoes,  and  brings  him 
a  powdered  wig  once  or  twice  every  day 

from 
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from  the  neareft  barber's  fbop.  His  library 
confifts  of  a  large  and  heterogeneous  col- 
leftion  of  books,  which  we  vifit  and  fre* 
quent  at  all  hours,  and  I  think  we  feem 
now  to  be  more  mailers  of  the  houfe  than 
himfelf  When  he  inhfled  on  our  lodging 
with  him,  he  fwore  he  would  find  us  in 
nothing  but  clean  beds  and  breakfaft ;  >for 
as  to  dinners  and  fuppers,  it  was  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  city  to  find  them  for  us ;  and 
indeed  hitherto  we  have  had  more  friendly 
invitations  of  that  kind,  than  it  has  been 
poffible  for  us  to  anfwer. 

In  the  mornings,  as  is  natural,  we  are 
generally  inclined  to  read,  and  repair  to 
tlie  library,  in  fize  much  more  refembling 
a  public  than  a  private  one.  Our  young 
Priefi:,  John  Carlos,  indeed  feldom  leaves 
it,  fo  delighted  is  he  with  the  fort  of  reading 
he  finds  here,  which  is  perfeQly  new  to 
him.  Amongfl  the  firft  quefiiions  Lord  Free- 
man aiked  the  Conful  was,  if  he  could  let 

him 
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him  have  the  ufe  of  a  Bible  ?  The  Conful 
flared,  and  told  him,  it  was  really  one  of 
the  laft  requefls  he  expefted  to  be  made 
him  by  an  Englifh  Officer !  However,  he 
carried  us  to  a  long  fhelf,  where  we  found 
copies  of  almoft  all  the  editions  which  have 
been  printed  from  Cardinal  Ximenes's  Com- 
plutenfian  Polyglot  down  to  Dean  Ryder's 
Family  Bible.     Lord  Freeman  faid  he  was 
already  pretty  well  acquainted  with  that 
invaluable  book,  but  as  his  young  compa- 
nion John  Carlos  had  never  feen  one,  he 
was  willing  to  introduce  it  to  his  acquaint- 
ance. There  was  fomething  humorous  and 
farcaftic  in  the  very  arrangement  of  the 
Conful's  books.     On  the  fame  flielf  with 
the  Bibles  were '  to  be  found  Sale's  and 
Savary's  Tranflations  of  the  Koran,  and  le 
Syjleme  de  In  Nature,  with  Bryant's  An- 
tient  Mythology,  and  Gebelin's  Monde  Pri- 
mitif.    On  another  fhelf  we  found  the  Ad- 
ventures of  Don  Quixote  ;  on  one  fide  of 

him 
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him  was  the  Life  and  Miracles  of  his  coun- 
tryman Saint  Ignatius  of  Loyola^  and  on 
the  other  a  fplendid  copy  of  John  Bunyan's 
Holy  War,  whisch  was  fupported  by  a  moft 
voluminous  Life  of  Saint  Jago^  or  James^ 
the  great  Apoftle  of  Spain,   who  has  been 
feen  fo  often  fighting  on  a  white  horfe  at 
the  head  of  the  Spanifh  troops  againfl  the 
Moors,  as  Caflior  and  Pollux  were  feen 
lighting  on  horfeback  in  the  Roman  army^ 
when  Aulus  Pofthum.ius  the  Di6tator  at^ 
tacked  06tavius  Manlilius  the  Tufculan,,  at 
Regillus  ;  among  feveral  volumes  of  the 
abfurd   and   unintelligible  jargon   of  the 
Thoroifls  andScotifts,and  other  fchoolmeuj 
we  found  intermixed  Doftor  Beattie's  Effay 
on  Truth  and  Locke's  Efiay  on  the  Human 
Underllanding ;  and  a  large  collection  of 
what  is  reckoned  by  the  Spanifh  and  Por- 
tuguefe  Divines  the  beft  and  gravefl  of  their 
Lenten  and  Miihonary  Sermons,  was  con- 
trailed  by  Bifliop  Tillotfon's  Works  and  by 

Dotlor 
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Boftor  Blair,  and  Fordyce's  excellent  Dif- 
courfes,  which  laft  I  had  never  feen  before ; 
David  Hume's  EiTays  were  polled  elofeby 
the  Works  of  Saint  Auftin,and  the  fiery  and 
impatient  Martin  Luther  was  perfeftly  quiet 
in  Company  with  the  zealous  and  declaim- 
ing annalill  Cardinal  Baroniusi 

But,  befides  the  above,  the  Conful's  li- 
brary is  well  furniflied  with  books  in  all 
Arts  and  Sciences,  efpecially  the  mathema- 
ticalj  in  which  he  is  conflantly  dabbling, 
and  has  a  large  manufcript  colleftion  he  has 
made,  of  problems  and  theorems  of  his 
own  arranging  or  compofition;  in  another 
well  lighted  room  adjoining  the  library, 
{lands  a  pair  of  the  largeft  globes  I  have 
yet  feen,  and  I  think  the  wooden  horizon- 
tal circle  cannot  be  much  lefs  than  four 
feet  in  diameter ;  thefe  have  been  lately 
finiihed  here  under  his  Own  direction,  for  he 
keeps  three  or  four  ingenious  artifls  almoft 
conflantly  employed  in  his  houfe.  In  the 
globes,  he  has  made  a  variety  of  interelling 

Vol.  L  U  alter- 


290  S  K  E  T  C  H  E  S    O  F 

alterations  and  improvements,  according 
to  the  moft  authentic  modern  accounts  he 
could  colle6l,aswell  in  theceleiiial  as  terref- 
trial  globe ;  in  this  lail  he  has  formed  the  db- 
late  fpheroid,  with  the  diameter  of  the  axis 
to  that  of  the  equatar,  as  177  to  178,  the 
lirft  being  18340  toifes  fhorter  than  the  laft ; 
he  has  inferted  many  new  iflands  in  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  and  marked  the  fettingrs  of  the 
currents  m  many  different  parts  of  the 
globe,  not  expreffed  on  any  other;  and  this 
lie  has  been  the  better  able  to  do  by  means 
of  an  extenfive  colle6lion  he  has  made  of 
Voyages  and  Travels,  and  by  comparing 
them  together,  for  he  appears  to  be  parti- 
cularly well  inflrufted  in  the  effential  parts 
of  great  navigation. 

From  his  library  you  afcend  by  a  fpa- 
cious  ftaircafe  to  a  platform,  covered  with 
lead,  which  ferves  him  for  an  obfervatoryj 
with  an  apartment  at  one  end  of  it  con- 
taining a  neat  collection  of  inftruments  : 
From  this  place^  tlie  Conhil  affured  us  he 

has- 
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has  often  feen  the  planet  Venus  with  his 
naked  eye,  in  the  morning  above  the  Sun 
and  to  the  wefiward  of  him,  and  as  he  fup- 
pofed  then  in  her  Aphehon ;  and  when  he 
apphed  but  a  common  glafs  to  her,  fhe  ap^ 
peared  with  one  fide  brightly  illuminated^ 
like  a  beautiful  ivory  ball,  fufpended  in 
the  vaft  regions  of  fpace  ;  fo  fine  and  cleat 
is  the  atmofphere  generally  in  this  coun* 
try* 

It  were  endlefs  to  mention  the  variety  of 
entertainment  the  Conful  affords  us ;  his 
dexterous  contrivances  of  the  camera  oh^ 

fcura^  and  his  ingenious  methods  of  exaft- 
ly  copying  every  thing  therein  reprefented^ 
his  folar  microfcopes^  and  his  apparatus  foi* 
eleftrical  experiments ;  this  indeed,  had 
twice  before  procured  him  the  honour  of  a 

~  vifit  from  the  Commiffaries  of  the  holy  In- 
quifition  of  Coimbra,  urged  thereto  by  the 
univerfal  cry  and  prevailing  opinion  of  the 
Prielts  and  common  people,  that  the  Conful 

U   2  ^^ 
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was  a  Magician,  who,  by  his  art  and  the 
help  of  the  Devil,  drew  the  thunderbolts 
from  the  clouds  into  his  own  garden.  It 
feems  he  had  fixed  a  long  bar  of  iron  hori- 
zontally over  his  houfe,  from  one  end  of 
which  was  fufpended  an  iron  chain,  the 
other  end  whereof  reached  down  to  a 
flower-plot  under  his  windows,  and  here 
the  lightning,  running  down  the  chain,  on 
occafion  of  a  thunder-ftorm  paffing,  had 
fometimes  made  holes  in  the  foft  earth,  and 
on  one  occafion  a  very  large  one,  blowing 
all  his  flowers  about,  and  this  incident  had 
made  a  great  noife  in  the  city.  It  happened, 
that  both  the  Commiflaries  were  men  of 
fome  candour  and  refleftion,  who,  compar- 
ing the  Conful's  eftablifiied  virtuous  charac- 
ter with  fuch  a  black  accufation,  could  not 
help  thinking  it  abfurd;  and,  what  was  per- 
haps no  lefs  fortunate  for  the  Conful,  their 
vifits  happened  at  a  time  when  the  Inquifi- 
tion,  being  entirely  under  the  controul  of 

the 
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the  Marquis  of  Pombal,  durfl  not  take  any 
(Icp  without  his  exprefs  permifTion;  theCon- 
ful  received  their  vifits  refpeftfully,  enter:* 
tained  them  very  pohtely,  and,  explaining 
to  them  the  whole  procefs  of  his  experi- 
ments, the  nature  and  qualities  of  fire,  in  a 
philofophical  manner,  but  in  terms  they 
readily  comprehended,  he  fent  them  away 
perfedly  well  I'atisfied,  and  enraged  at  the 
ridiculous  accufations  of  their  ignorant 
countrymen. 

The  fetisfaftion  we  enjoy  in  the  Gonful's 
company  is  very  much  damped,  by  the 
near  profpeft  we  have  of  lofing  it,  for  Lord 
Freeman  is  in  daily,  nay  hourly  hopes  of  a 
fummons  to  Lifbon,  and  I  (liall  certainly 
accompany  him  whenever  he  goes ;  his  be- 
haviour has  been  fo  uniformly  and  remark- 
ably friendly,  that  nothing  can  exceed  it ; 
he  has  even  gone  fo  far  as  to  truft  me  with 
the  fecret  of  his  journey  into  this  country, 
^fhich  is  in  fubilance  the  fame  with  what 
U  3  his 
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his  Valet  de  Cliambre  had  related  to  me,  as 
far  as  that  information  v/ent,  but  it  V\ras  not 
till  very  lately  that  he  himfelf  informed  me 
of  the  reafon  of  our  not  repairing  immedi- 
ately to  Lifbon.  "  On  our  arrival  at  Faro, 
(faid  he  to  me  the  other  evening)  the  firfl 
letter  I  opened  of  thofe  fent  me  from  Lif- 
bon, v/as  from  a  faithful  fervant  I  have  fla- 
tioned  there,  vrhich  inform.ed  me,  that  foon 
after  my  le3,ving  London,  my  deareft  Don- 
na Lucretia,  preparing  to  fet  out  for  Lif- 
bon, and  happening  to  make  a  farewel  vifit 
to  a  famiiv  in  Hammerfmith,  where  the 
mall-poK  then  raged,  had  been  fuddenly 
fized  with  the  infedion,  and  had  been  even 
dangeroufi}'  ill,  but  was  then  perfectly  re- 
covered-; ill  all  wliich  I  was  confirmed  by 
her  own  letters,  in  wliich  fhe  acquainted  me 
that  Vac  had  been  entirely  covered  with  the 
ulcers,  but  that  there  had  not  remained  the 
Icafl  mark  on  any  part  of  her,  in  con- 
frquence :  that,  as  I  well  kne^v  the  little 
\  alue  (lie  had  ahvays  fet  upon  that  beauty 

I  had 
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I  had  affefted  fo  much  to  admire,  fo  now 
the  dear-bought  experience  of  appearing 
before  her  glafs  as  the  loathfome  diforder 
increafed  upon  her,  had  taught  her  to  hold 
it  in  flill  much  lefs  efteem  ;  and  to  confider 
it  as  the  moft  adventitious  and  precarious 
of  all  the  gifts  of  fortune;  that  however  de- 
cency and  a  proper  refpeft  for  herfelf  and 
for  the  world,  required  that  (he  (hould  keep 
to  her  apartments  till  the  rednefs  of  the  fkin, 
occafioned  by  the  eruption  of  the  puftules, 
was  entirely  worn  off,  which  the  Phyficians 
allured  her  could  not  be  in  lefs  than  two 
or  three  m^onths,  and  therefore,  to  her 
great  regret,  I  mufl  not  expe6t  to  fee  her 
in  Lifbon  before  that  time. 

"  I  made  hafle  to  anfwer  her  with  every 
endearing  exprefliqp  of  love,  gratitude,  and 
never-failing  attachment,  informing  her, 
that  as  I  was  then  on  my  wa)^  to  meet  her 
at  Lifbon,  I  fhould  employ  the  intervening 
time  in  making  a  tour  in  this  kingdom,  till 
I  liiould  be  informed  from  Lifbon  of  her 
U  4  arrival 
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arrival  there,  wiien  I  would  make  it  my 
only  bufinefs  to  fiy  to  her  feet.  The  time 
for  her  arrival  mud  now  be  at  hand,  and 
1  Hand  on  the  tip-toe  of  expectation,  ready 
to  fet  off  at  a  minute-s  notice  ;  and  I  hope 
you  will  not  deprive  me  of  the  fatisfa6lion 
of  your  company." 

I  allured  his  Lordfhip,  it  would  no\y 
give  me  fenfible  pain  to  part  with  him; 
and  that,  w'hile  I  remained  in  this  country, 
I  defired  nothing  fo  much  as  to  enjoy  the 
happinefs  of  his  converfation. 

I  muff  now  anfwer  your  iafh  fliort  epif- 
tle,  in  which  you  inform  me  of  our  fillers 


marriage. 

!  .         O 


Had  you,  when  )'ou  lafi;  wrote,  re^ 
peived  the  letter  I  wrote  you  from  Faro, 
very  foon  after  my  arri^'al  in  tliis  country, 
I  prefume  you  v/ould  not  hav^  found  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  give  me  fuch  an  apologetical 
account  of  tliat  trapfaclion.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, you  have  received  that  letter  before 
now ;  for  by  it  you  will  fee  how  different 

my 
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my  fentiments,  in  matters  which  conceni 
rehgion,  are,  froin  thole  you  gratuitoiifiy 
fuppofe  me  to  be  governed  by.  The  more 
I  refleft  upon  the  ilate  of  our  infancy  and 
youth,  the  mqre  I  am  convinced  that  a 
good  education  is  the  greatefl  piece  of  good 
fortune  that  can  happen  to  either  man 
or  woman,  and  more  efpecially  to  the 
latter.  In  the  former,  a  more  extenfive 
view  of  things,  improved  by  reafon  and 
refleclion,  will  do  much  towards  reftifying 
his  ideas,  and  refcuing  them  from  that  la- 
{)yrinth  pf  miftaken  knowledge,  in  which 
a  fyftem  of  learned  ignorance  had  led  thera 
allra)' :  in  the  latter,  even  fuppofmg  the 
rational  powers  and  the  faculties  of  the  un- 
derijanding  to  be  equal  with  ours,  yet  to 
kno^v^  anfl  do  the  right,  they  labour  under 
many  difadvantages  we  are  not  expofedto; 
their  uniform  and  flationary  manner  of  life 
deprives  them  of  many  opportunities  we 
enjoy;  and  the  ab  fence  of  reafon,  orv/hich 
is  the  fame,  the  predominance  of  the  palTi- 

ons. 
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onSj  vvhich  is  often  miftaken  for  it,  makes 
them  adhere  more  obftinately  to  opinions 
once  taught  or  adopted,  v/ithout  farther  re- 
fleftion,  or  admitting  of  comparifons,  in 
Foatters  efpecialiy  which  they  are  afliduoufly 
taught  to  confider  as  above  their  compre- 
henfion,  Such  perfons,  therefore,  require 
die  more  immediate  interpofition  of  a  fa- 
ther's or  a  brother's  friendly  care,  to  direH 
their  Reps  in  the  greateil  circumftance  of 
their  Hves,  I  mean  their  eftabhfhment  in 
the  world  by  marriage  ;  and  though  I  am 
perfectly  well  pleafed  to  find  the  perfon 
our  fifter  has  married  is  fo  much  to  her 
liking,  yet  I  am  much  happier  to  know 
that  he  was  of  your  choice  than  of  her 
own ;  at  the  fame  time  I  muil  tell  you,  I 
think  her  lover's  condefcenfion  to  her  pre- 
judices, and  efpecially  yours,  have  carried 
you  both  too  far  in  two  articles,  wherein 
you  certainly  fhould  not  have  been  fo  com- 
plaifant ;  and  to  which  I  muil  beg  leave  to 
enter  my  objections. 

You 
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You  miift  know,  that  both  in  Spain  and 
this  country,   when  a  Proteflant  iran  in- 
tends marrying  a  Roman  CathoHc  woman, 
the  Pope's  Nuncio  is  provided  with  powers 
from  Rome  to  grant  a  difpenfation,  on  pay- 
ing for  it,  for  without  money  Rome  gives 
nothing ;  and  every  Proteflant  who  marries 
in  thefe  countries,  is  therefore  undei^  the 
neceffity  of  complying  with  this  piece  of 
mockery.  But  it  is  too  ridiculous  to  fubmit 
to  the  fame  ir^  England  or  Ireland,  where 
marriage  is  what  it  ought  to  be,  only  a  ci- 
vil contraO;,  and  where  any  country  Curate 
could  have  done  the  ceremony  as  effeftu- 
ally,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatever, 
without  paying  fuch  an  exorbitant  fum  for 
an  imaginary  difpenfation  from  a  particular 
Bifliop  of  a  far  diftant  country,  with  whom 
we  have  no  manner  of  connexion ;  the  com- 
piaifance  therefore  of  a  lover,  in  yielding  to 
his  miftrefs's  prejudices  and  mifplaced  in- 
treaties,    is   much  more  excufeable  than 

yours. 


*co  SKETCHES     OF 

yours,  and  I  am  both  heartily  rurprifed  and 
forry  vcu  ever  gave  your  confent. 

But  what  fh3.ll  I  fay  to  the  other  article ; 
%vdiich  is  of  a  much  more  ferious  nature, 
and  on  which  the  happinefs  or  mifery  of  a 
diftant  pofterity  may  in  a  great  pieafure 


The  many  examples  alledged  of  the  fame 
praclice  in  other  perfons,  make  nothing  to 
the  point ;  or  if  they  do,  they  ought  only 
to  ferve  as  beacons  upon  rocks,  to  dire6l 
the  prudent  pilot  to  avoid,  inllead  of  fleer- 
ing for  them  ;  Nay,  had  th^  bridegroom 
only  concluded  his  bargain  exa6lly  con- 
ti'ary  to  what  he  has  done,  much  mifchief 
inight  have  been  prevented ;  had  it  only 
been  flipulate.d  that  the  male  and  not  the 
female  iffue  of  the  marriage  fhould  be  edu- 
cated  in  tlie  Popifn  belief,  the  boys  would, 
for  the  reafons  I  mentioned  above,  have 
moii  probably  atoned  in  due  time,  by  a 
return  to  reafon  (as  we  have  done),  fof 
the  folly  of  tlicir  parents.    But  it  is  a  pro- 

vokinsT 
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Yoking  rpecies  of  cruelty,  that  innocent 
and  helplefs  girls  (liould,  without  any  fault 
of  theirs,  at  their  firfl  appearance  in  tlie 
world,  be  put  into  trammels  and  chains, 
which  they  mud  wear  through  life,  and  by 
that  means  entail  the  fame  fort  of  Gurfe 
upon  theii;  innocent  pollerity. 

I  fpeak  my  mind  to  you  freely  and 
candidly,  as  I  feel  it  dictated  by  Confcience, 
that  awful  and  impartial  guide  ;  a^id  I  do 
it  with  the  more  confidence,  as  I  am  cer- 
tain you  are  of  the  fame  opinion,  which  in 
the  prefent  inilance  you  only  difpenfed 
with,  outof  condefcenfion  to  the  entreaties 
of  a  woman  and  a  fifter.  But  it  (hould 
have  occurred  to  you,  that  even  fuch  con- 
defcenfion has  its  limits,  which  it  becomes 
dangerous  to  exceed,  and  that  by  refiflance 
you  would  have  fecured  the  real  and  fub- 
ftantial  happinefs  of  numbers  yet  unborn  ; 
whereas  by  yielding,  you  have  only  grati- 
fied the  childifh  and  impertinent  fcruples 

of 
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of  a  well-meaning  and  ill-educated  indivi^ 
dual. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Charles  ;  my  next  will 
contain  fome  farther  accounts  of  thofe  wor^ 
thy  fellows  we  left  in  the  Beira.— Good 
night. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XVL 


Porto,  1779, 


Dear  Brother, 


JL  HOUGH  I  am  careful  in  taking  my 
notes  and  obfervations  on  whatever  re- 
markable occurs  to  us  here,  for  the  fubje6l 
of  future  letters,  according  to  your  injunc- 
tions, yet,  before  I  proceed  to  them,  it  is 
reafonable  I  (liould  firft  difcufs  the  fubjeft 
matter  of  what  paffed  among  our  friends 

at  Almeida,  for  whom  we  have  retained  a 

very  particular  attachment  and  afFe£lion ; 

fuch  as  I  think  the  ilrangenefs  of  their  fitu- 

ation  mufl:  exa6l  from  every  Britifli  fubje61 

of  feeling  and  humamry. 

Among  fuch  a  variety  of  chara6lers  our 

company  in  Almeida  was  compofed  of, 

amounting 
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amouriting  tt)  the  tiumber  or  twelve  per- 
fdns,  natives  either  of  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
land; and  which  remained  together  for 
nea.r  eight  dclys  oil  tliis  occafiOn^  Our  Em- 
ployments in  the  day -lira fe  v/er6  naturally 
various,  and  we  wera  feidom  aflembled  all 
together  but  in  the  evening  at  fupper^  when 
fometimes  the  focial  glafs  went  round  77wre 
Majorum  :  Some  went  a-fhootiiig,  as  the 
country  abounded  in  game  ;  others  attend- 
ed the  exercifes  of  one  or  other  of  the  Re- 
giments, which  were  out  every  forenoon ; 
others  went  to  fee  the  praftice  of  the  great 
gun,  while  the  reft  rode  as  far  as  the  Town 
of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Fort  Conception  in 
Spain*  We  found  ourfeh^es  agreeably  en- 
tertained all  the  time,  and  were  even  forry 
when  the  company  came  to  break  up^ 
The  fame  tawny-coloured  Officer,  who  had 
behaved  fo  abruptly  to  us  when  we  firft 
came  to  the  garrifon,  feemed  now  anxious, 
on  every  occafion,  by  his  awkward  fawn- 
ing and  obfequioufnefs,  to  apologize  for 

his 
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his  former  cojiduftj  whereof  we  had  in- 
formed the  King's  Lieutenant.  This  Gen- 
tleman told  us,  he  was  a  poor,  lazy,  infig- 
nificant  being,  and  had  been  appointed  to 
that  poft  in  his  Regiment  by  General  Mac- 
lean, formerly  Colonel  of  it,  merely  be- 
caufe  he  had  a  ftrong  clear  voice,  to  com- 
mand at  the  exercifes,  without  any  other 
qualification  whatever— —Apropos,  (faid 
Lord  Freeman)  I  was  informed  at  Elvas, 
that  both  Generals  Frafer  and  Maclean  had 
tolerable  appointments  while  in  the  fervice 
liere?  The  other  replied,  that  they  certainly 
had;  the  former  fupported  by  Lord  B — -s 
interefl,  to  which  the  cunning  old  Minifler 
at  Lilbon  found  it,  at  that  time,  expedient 
to  pay  attention ;  and  the  latter  owed  his 
gopd  fortune  here,  not  to  his  military 
merit,  which  was  very  great,  and  of  which 
they  Were  not  judges,  but  to  his  inimitable 
addrefs  in  flattering  the  Miniller,  and  ren-^ 
dering  himfelf  popular  in  the  nation,  by 
making  them  believe,  as  they  really  did, 
that  he  loved  and  refpefted  them,  whereas 
VoL.L  X  n© 
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no  man  ever  held  them  in  a  more  con- 
fummate  degree  of  contempt :  and  thefe 
were  the  only  two  of  all  the  Foreign  Offi- 
cers in  the  fervice,  who  could  have  made 
a  better  fliift  than  the  others  to  fubfifl  upon 
the  double  appointments ;  and  they  w^ere 
alfo  the  only  two  w^ho,  fpeciali  gratia y  ac- 
tually received  more  than  treble  thefe  ap- 
pointments, while  the  greater  number  was . 
left  to  do  their  befl  upon  a  limited  fub- 
liftence  indeed  ;  whereof  you  will  be  able 
to  judge  by  the  State  of  Pay  I  fhall  men- 
tion, according  to  the  ranks  in  the  Portu- 
guefe  Army;  and  on  allowing  us  the  dou- 
ble of  that,  you  v/ill  judge  how  we  are  to 
fubfifl  in  a  country,  where  living  is  gene- 
rally more  expenfive  than  in  France  or  Ire- 
land, or  even  fome  parts  of  England.  I 
mark  tlie  full  and  neat  pay  of  each  rank  in . 
Englifii  money,  at  the  rate  of  36  Shillings 
to  6400  Reis,  and  at  this  rate : 

/.       s.     d. 

A  Lieut.  General  has  per  month  28     2  o^  ^^en    employed, 

A  rvTaior  General         -         -         14.     i  o  >  "i"  on  the staH;  o- 

A  Brigadier  General  -  1 2     8  i  J 

A  Colonel  of  Infantry         -  9   11  o 

A  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  ditto         7    17  ^ 

A  Major  -  -  6  1  j  6  A  Captain 
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,  Is.   d. 

A  Captain     \  4100 

A  Lieutenant  \      of  Grfenadicrs  250 

Art  Enfign      J  206 

A  Captain      1  2160 

A  Lieutenant  \      of  Infantry  206 

An  Enlign      J  1   1 3     9 

A  Grenadier  or  common  Soldiet  070 

An  Artillery  Soldier  -  0101 

The  Subalterns,  lion-commifTioned   Offi- 
cers, and  Soldiers  have  befides  an  ammuni- 
tion-loaf daily,  which  for  them  is  a  very 
tonfiderable  article :  and  the  Colonels  of 
Regiments  and  Captains  of  Companies  hav6 
hot  a  lliadow  of  a  perquifite  of  any  kind." 
During  this  difcourfe,  which  pafled  as 
we  were  walking  on  the  Parade,  an  Officer 
well  mounted^  followed  by  three  or  four 
fervants,  entered  the  gate  near  us^  and  on 
feeing  the  King's  Lieutenant,  who  is  alfo 
Goveirnor,  he  immediately  alightedj  and 
toming  up  to  him,  there  pafled  abundance 
of  compliments,  and  expreffions  of  kind- 
nefs,  friendfhip  and  fervices  betw^een  them^ 
after  which  the  Officer  took  his  leave.-^ 
"  We  have  been  expelling  this  man  from 
Lifbon  for  fome  time  pad,  (faid  the  King's 
Lieutenant  to  us)  where  he  has  been  for  a 
X  2  long 
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long  time  foliciting,  and  has  at  laft  obtained^ 
what  he  calls  the  reflitution  of  his  honour 
and  reputation,  which,  he  fays.  General 
Frafer  had  unjuflly  deprived  him  of.     He 
is  a  man  of  fome  family,   and  of  a  very 
good  provincial  fortune,  as  fortunes  go  in 
this  country,  and  had  been  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel in  one  of  the  Regiments  of  Cavalry 
in  the  next  province,  where  Frafer  com- 
manded the  troops,  but  of  fo  reftlefs  and- 
mifchievous  a  difpofition,    fo  buhly  em- 
ployed in  little  dark  cabals,  and  in  foment- 
ing a  fpirit  of  mutiny  not  only  in  his  ow^n 
Regim.ent,  but  alfo  through  the  whole  gar- 
lifon  where  he  was,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo 
relaxed  in  his  perfonal  attendance  on  every 
fort  of  duty,  under  colour  of  ficknefs,  pri- 
vate bufmefs,    or  many  other' pretences 
equally  falfe  and  frivolous,  tliat  the  Gene- 
ral found  himfelf  under  the   neceflity  of 
ha\ing  him  difmiffed  the  fervice,  by  re- 
prefenting  to  the  late  Minifler,  not  the  true, 
but  the  fuppofed  caufe  of  want  of  health, 
which  rendered  him  unlit  to  continue  in  it : 

and 
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and  though  he  himfelf,  the  Minifter  and  the 
General  were  all  equally  confcious  of  what 
was  the  real  caufe  of  his  difinifTion,  (w-hich 
was  no  other  than  his  vile,  feditious,  ungo^* 
vernable  difpofition)  yet,  no  fooner  h^id  the 
prefent  Oueen  got  the  government  in  her 
hands,  than  he  fet  out  for  Lifbon,  and  re- 
prefenting  a  multitude  of  ndiculous  falfe- 
hoods  concerning  General  Frafer's  behavi- 
our to  him,  "laid  he  was  alfo  come  to  pre- 
fcn>t  himfelf,  in  oriier  to  convince  her  Ma- 
jefty,  that,  with  refpe^l  to  bodily  health, 
no  man  in  the  kingdom  was  in  a  better 
condition  to  ferve  her  than  himfelf;  how- 
ever, his  real  charafter  was  too  well  known 
alfo  by  the  prefent  Miniflers,  and  all  his 
manoeuvres  would  have  failed  him,  had  it 
not  been,  that  going  one  morning  to  pay 
his  refpefts  to  the  eldefl:  fon  of  our  prefent 
Premier,  he  found  him  bufy  in  examining 
fome  ancient  coins  he  feemed  to  fet  great 
value  on,  and  told  him  he  had  feveral  cu- 
rious ones  in  his  poflefiTion,  which  he  would 
bring  to  his  Excellency  the  next  morning., 
X  3  whiph 
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which  he  accordingly  did  ;  and  after  they 
were  accepted  of,  he  produced  another  bag 
containing  one  hundred  pieces  of  five  moi? 
dores  each,  telhng  him,  they  were  a  curio= 
fity,  and  an  old  coin  of  one  of  their  own 
Kings,  which  he  (hould  never  have  parted 
with,  had  it  not  been  to  beg  him  to  depofit 
them  in  his  Cabinet  of  Antiquities,  faying^, 
that,  as  he  had  no  fuch  Cabinet  of  his  own^ 
they  were  of  no  ufe  to  him,  but  might  ferye 
to  ornament  that  of  his  Excellency,  and 
protefling,  that  if  he  refufed  to  accept  of 
them,  he  fhpuld  confider  it  as  the  groflefl: 
affront  that  could  poffibly  be  put  upon 
him. 

"  In  a  very  fhort  time  after  this  incident, 
it  was  difcovered  at  Court,  that  ojur  Gentle-, 
pan  had  been  cruelly  ufed  by  General  Fra-? 
fer  ;  that  he  was  a  perfon  of  fmgular  merits 
full  of  fine  health,  fpirits,  and  zeal  fpr  her 
Majefty's  fervice  ;  and  in  a  week  more  he 
received  the  Queen's  commiffion,  appoint^ 
ing  him  Colonel  of  the  fame  Regiment 
from  which  he  had  been  difmiffed,  ordering 

every 
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every  note  or  remerabrance  of  fuch  difmif- 
fion  to  be  erafed  from  the  regimental  books, 
and  he  is  now  fo  far  on  his  way  to  take 
poffeflion  of  his  old  Regiment." 

We  were  now  joined  by  feveral  others  of 
our  company,  and  as  it  grew  late,  we  ad- 
journed to  fupper,  which  was  our  principal 
meal,  as  our  dinner  was  but  flight,  and 
that  early ;  which,  with  our  morning  walks, 
rides,  and  peregrinations,  I  am  convinced, 
frorn  experience,  contribute  much  more  to 
the  enjoyment  of  real  health,  than  all  the 
medicines  ever  invented. 

During  fupper,  our  converfation  turned 
chiefly  on  the  new  Colonel  of  Cavalry,  who 
was  well  known  to  moft  of  them ;  and 
they  made  no  fcruple  of  fpeaking  their 
opinions  without  referve,  and  thefe  made 
him  appear  indeed  the  vileil  creature  alive, 
and  at  the  fame  time  conveyed  the  fevereft 
ftrifture  on  the  Government,  which  had 
thought  proper  to  employ  him.  Major 
Saint  Amour  faid,  "  he  thought  there 
were  but  few  honeil  men  in  the  whole 
X  4       .  country. 
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country,  that  is  to  fay,  fuch  as  could  com-* 
pare  with  thofe  efteemed  as  honefl  men  in 
otjier  countries  ;  that  among  themfelves 
there  were  fome  who  were  not  fo  totally 
abandoned  as  others,  and  fo  comparatively 
more  honefl: ;  but  that,  when  compared  as 
a  nation  with  any  other  he  knew  of,  they 
far  exceeded  them  all  in  every  fpecies  of 
wickednefii — rdrinking  alone  excepted ;  for, 
(added  he)  they  are  fuch  a  fet  of  dark,  in- 
fcrutable  impoftors,  and  there  is  fuch  a  eon- 
fiderable  {liare  of  bafe  ingenuity  requifite 
to  trace  them  through  all  the  mazes,  turn- 
mgs  -  and  windings  of  their  complicated 
knavery,  that  unlefs  a  man  becomes  by 
habit,  pra6lice,  and  principle,  as  bad  as  one 
of  themfelves,  it  is  impoffible  ever  to  find 
them  out," 

Brigs^dier  Forbes,  knov*'n  formerly  in 
London  by  the  name  of  Captain  Forbes^ 
replied,  "  that  he  was  extremely  forry  he 
could  not  diffent  much  more  than  he  felt 
he  did,  from  the  truth  of  Saint  Amour's 
rema|-ks  upon  the  Portuguefe ;  hjs  e;xper 

rience 
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rlence  of  them  had  been  perhaps  equal  to 
that  of  any  other  man  in  the  company, 
and  he  thought  experience  was  the  furefl 
guide  whereby  to  regulate  one's  opinion 
of  them." 

That  worthy  man,  the  King's  Lieutc^ 
nant,  faid,  "  he  agreed  entirely  with  what 
the  lafl  Gentleman  obferved ;  that  he  knew 
of  no  method    of   becoming  really   ac^ 
quainted  with  the  manners  and  charafter 
of  a  people,  fo  authentic,  and  fo  little  fub^- 
je6l  to  error  and  miftake,  as  by  hiftorical 
gelations   and  details   of  matters  of  faft, 
ikvhich  have  really  come  to  pafs,  under  the 
eye  or  intimate  knowledge  of  the  relater, 
provided  he  adhere  uniformly  to  that  un- 
biaffed  fpirit  of  impartiality  which  alone 
can  give  his  account  any  credit,  or  himfelf 
^ny  fatisfaftion ;  and,  (added  he)  as  fome- 
thing  like  this,  is  the  mofl  rational  and  in- 
flruftive  manner  we  have  of  entertaining 
Lord  Freeman  and  his  companions,  and  of 
thanking  them  for  the  favour  they  have 
^one  us  of  their  company,  I  call  upon  you, 

Mr. 
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Mr,  Forbes,  to  begin,  by  giving  us  an  ac- 
count of  what  you  know  of  the  honefly 
and  good  faith  of  the  people  among  whom 
we  Hve." 

But  you  muft  have  patience  till  the 
pext  opportunity,  w^hen  you  (hall  have 
the  ftory  of  Mr,  Forbes 's  marriage.  At 
prefent  I  am  obliged  to  drefs  for  a  formal 
Portuguefe  dinner,  to  which  our  landlord 
and  his  guefts  have  been  allied  thefe  eight 
s. — ^Adieu, 


LET. 
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LETTER     XVIL 

Portp,  1779, 

P|:ar  Brother, 

X  O  U  have,  no  doubt,  heard  of  the  pro- 
fufion  exhibited  at  a  mifer's  feaft,  which  is 
become  proverbial.  If  we  are  to  judge  of 
the  Gentleman  who  gave  us  the  great  din- 
ger, mentioned  at  the  end  of  my  laft  letter, 
by  the  fame  rule,  he  muft  be  a  mifer  in 
perfeftion,  I  never  in  my  life  faw  fuch  in- 
credible quantities  of  victuals  prefented  to 
fo  fmall  a  number  of  perfons,  nor  could, 
in  my  opinion,  any  thing  exceed  it,  ex- 
cepting only  the  voracious  manner  after 
which  I  faw  about  five-and-twenty  Portu- 
ffuefe  Gentlemen  devour  them.  As  this 
paffes  all  defcription,  I  (liall  prudently  leave 

it 
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it  yndefcribed  ;    for  my  own  part,  I  ate 
very  little,  for  the  fight  of  fo  much  vic- 
tuals, and  the  ravenous  manner  of  confum- 
ing  them*  was  very  near  becoming  nau- 
feous  to  me,  had  I  not  been  feated  by  our 
very  entertaining  and  agreeable  landlord, 
who  was  in  a  fine  vein  of  humour,  by 
which  he  even  obliged  the  Portuguefe,  fo 
totally  intent  upon  their  feeding,  to  fuf- 
pend  that  animal  fu-nclion,  and  exercife 
their  rifible  faculties,  he  fo  tickled  their  ima- 
gination with  the  apteft  and  befl  applied 
expreifions  in  their  own  language,  which 
he  fpeaks  in  perfeftion :  when,  at  fome  in- 
tervals, I  expreiTed  my  furprize  at  what  I 
faw,  he  told  me  in  Englifh,  it  was  nothing 
to  other  fcenes  of  gormandizing  he  has 
been  prefent  at ;  that  it  was  very  common 
for  the  Portuguefe,  when  afked  to  fuch  an 
entertainment,  to  fafl  for  the  preceding 
day,  or  to  prepare  themfelves  by  gentle 
purgatives,  for  doing  honour  to  the  perfoii 
who  mvites  them. 

Bu^- 
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But  leaving  that  mechanical  bufmef§  to 
Epicureans  of  fuch  bad  tafte,  I  (liall  con- 
tinue with  the  flory  of  Mr,  Forbes,  in  his 
own  words. 

"  If  I  were  to  give  you  an  account  (faid 
Mr.  Forbes,  after  being  called  upon  by  the 
King's  Lieutenant)  of  only  the  twentieth 
part  of  what  has  come  under  my  own  cog- 
nizance, concerning  the  duplicity  and  dif- 
ingenuity  of  thefe  people,  and  the  diflike 
they  have  to  Foreigners  in  general,  I  fhould 
keep  you  here  till  to-morrow  at  this  time; 
but  what,  in  my  opinion,  fhould  moft  pro- 
voke the  indignation  of  every  man  of  pro- 
bity and  honour,  and  difplays,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  bafenefs  and  meannefs  of  this 
people's  difpofition,  is,  that  in  all  their  fe- 
cret  underhand  accufations,  informations, 
and  attempts  to  hurt  and  difcredit  you, 
they   never  attack   you   on  the   fide   of 
your  talents  or  capacity ;  nor  accufe  you 
of  negleft  of  duty,  nor  deficiency  in  pro- 
feflional  knowledge,  or  in  the  praftice  of 
any  of  the  moral  virtues,  of  which  they 

themfelves 
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tliemfelves  have  hardly  even  an  idea ;  hiit 
their  v^^hole  efforts  are  dire6led  to  make 
you  out  a  fordid  thief,  a  peculator,  and  an 
embezzler  of  the  King's  ftorfes^  When  I 
commanded  the  Regiment  of  the  Peniche 
at  Lifbon,  they  reported,  that  I  had  floleri 
and  fold.  Heaven  knows  how  many  of  the 
ibldiers  fhirts,  pairs  of  dockings  and  (hoes ! 
and  fmce  I  have  commanded  this  Regiment 
of  Cavalry,  they  h3,ve  made  me  eat  up 
and  devour  truffes  of  flraw,  and  bufliels  of 
corn,  without  number !  and  it  becomes  of 
no  avail  to  evidence  the  impolTibiiity  of 
fuch  allegations  ;  for,  as  they  knovf  the 
worli  that  Can  happen  them  is  to  have  their 
falfe  accufations  defpifed  and  neglefted, 
without  any  danger  of  corporal  punifliment, 
they  perfifl  in  repeating  the  fame  allega- 
tions, which  at  lafl  come  to  be  believed  by 
many;  and  the  wretches  enjoy  a  malignant 
pleafure  in  fp reading  fuch  afperfions. 

"  But  as  one  example  is  better  than  a 
thoufand  obfervations,  I  fliall  (ingle  out 
one  in  which  their  malice  will  be  evident^ 

and 
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and  that  in  perfons  of  rank,  particularly- 
one  of  the  moft  dignified  charafters  in  the 
kingdom. 

"  The  difficulties  I  encountered  when  I 
paid  my  addrefles  to  the  perfon  who  is  now 
my  wife,  were  generally  known  in  Lifbon 
at  the  time  :  When  I  firfl  faw  her  at  the 
Opera  there,  I  thought  I  had  never  feen 
any  thing  fo  beautiful,  and  indeed,  I  may 
now  fay,  from  the  experience  of  her  difpo- 
fition,  fo  good ;  I  felt  for  her  one  of  thofe 
fenfations  which  ftrike  to  the  heart,  and  I 
was  miferable  till  I  could  fall  upon  fome 
means  of  fi gnifying  to  her  the  ardour  of  my 
affeftion,  and  of  being  informed  how  hers 
was  difpofed  in  regard  to  me :  This,  after 
confiderable  time  and  trouble,  I  effe6led, 
and  was  tranfported  to  find  her  inclinations 
fo  congenial  with  my  own.  What  I  chiefly 
wifhed  at  this  time  was,  for  an  opportunity 
of  talking  with  her,  but  that  I  found  to  be 
totally  imprafticable ;  befides,  fhe  was  at 
this  very  time  already  engaged  to  marry 
the  heir  of  another  family,  as  far  as  the 

will 


3^3  SKETCHES    OF 

will  and  authority  of  the  parents  of  bdth 
parties  could  go  to  do  it.  which  generally 
decide  every  thins^  of  the  kind  in  this  coun- 
try;  for  this  purpofe^  in  order  to  conftitute 
her  heirefs  of  the  family  eflatei  her  mother 
contrived  to  prove  in  a  court  of  juflice,  by 
the  help  of  fome  honeft  Lawyers,  that  her 
only  fon  was  a  fool,  as  he  really  was,  and 
ftill  continues  to  be,  fo  that  he  being  fet 
afide,  the  eft  ate  went  -with  the  daughter  ; 
and  with  that  of  the  Gentleman  (he  fliould 
efpoufe,  was  to  form  a  noble  patrimony  for 
their  children. 

''  Till  the  moment  my  wife  faw  me,  fhe 
vras  indiiferent,  and  had  given  as  ufual, 
even  her  tacit  confent  to  the  arrangements 
her  relations  were  making  for  her  marriage ; 
but  after  that,  fhe  peremptorily  told  her 
mother,  flie  would  never  marry  into  the 
Almada  family,  whatever  attempts  might 
be  made  to  force  her  to  it ;  and  indeed  of 
all  the  ugly,  pitiful -looking  Fidalgos  I  ever 
faw,  her  intended  bridegroom  was  the  moll 
difagreeable  and  difgufting  to  behold :  If  to 

the 
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the  fallow,  bioodlefs  colour  of  a  hard-fea- 
tured, meagre,  Jewifh  countenance,  you 
iadd  that  ficklyj  languid  appearance,  pro- 
duced by  the  eftefts  of  a  certain  diforder^ 
Very  common  in  this  country,  operating 
ftrongly  in  the  blood,  and  handed  down 
from  falheir  to  fon,  with  an  additional  dofe 
.  of  the  infeftion  ftom  each,  during  fome 
Centuries  paft^  you  will  be  able  to  form 
fome  adequate  idea  of  fuch  an  Adonis ; 
^nd  what  is  worfe,  his  mind  was  more  de- 
formed than  his  ill -made  and  diminutive^ 
perfon.  Gaming  and  low  intrigue,  detrac- 
tion and  back  biting  had  been  the  principal 
occupations  of  his  life  ;  and,  as  foon  as  he 
cind  his  numerous  relations  difcovered  the 
young  Lady's  partiality  for  me,  they  were 
not  more  a6live  than  my  o\vn  mother-in- 
law,  and  all  her  adherents,  in  endeavour-- 
ing,  by  every  fhameful  means,  to  prevent 
the  completion  of  our  wiflies. 

**  For  this  purpofe,  the  fon,  who  a  little 
before  had  been  proved  a  fool,  was  now 
made,  by  the  help  of  other  honefi  Lawyers, 

Vol.  L  y  to 
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to  recover  his  fenfes,  and  his  mother  got 
him  married  as  quickly  as  poffible,  in  or- 
der, by  means  of  his  children,  to  cut  off 
every  profpetl  of  the  family  eftate  ever 
falling  to  her  daughter ;  in  which  he  has 
not  difappointed  her ;  nor,  if  report  fays 
true,  any  other  female  to  whom  he  made 
delicate  propofals,  fo  fuccefsful  are  real 
fools  faid  to  be  in  their  generative  fa- 
culties. 

"  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  whole  Nobility 
of  Lifbon  made  a  common  caufe  of  my 
temerity  in  prefuming  to  pay  my  addrefles 
to  a  Lady  by  birth  equal  to  themfelves, 
and  nearly  related  to  moll  of  them ;  I  was 
called  an  adventurer,  a  heretick,  and  a 
poor  mean  fellow,  who,  like  all  the  other 
foreigners,  had  come  to  this  fervice  to  look 
ior  a  bit  of  bread.  I  received  a  number  of 
anonymous  letters  from  fccret  friends,  ad- 
vihng  me  to  defdl;  from  my  pretenfions, 
atherwife  I  would  certainly  be  fet  upon 
and  murdered  in  the  ftreets,  or  in  the' 
quarters  by  .my  own  foldicrs, 

*'  The 
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**  The  late  Cardinal  Patriarch  of  Lifbon, 
Saldanha,  was  my  wife's  uncle,  a  man  of 
great  authority  among  the  Nobility ;  and 
in  truth  he  bore  an  liniverfal  good  charac- 
ter, as  a  perfon  of  candor  and  urbanity. 
To  him  I  refolved  to  addrefs  myfclf,  to 
know  his  mind,  and,  if  praclicable,  to 
obtain  his  fupport  in'  marrying  his  niece. 
I  had  already  obliged  him  in  feveral  little 
favors  granted  to  Officers  and  Soldiers  he 
had  fent  to  me  about,  and  he  received  me 
with  great  Cordiality  when  I  waited  on 
him.  After  talking  with  him  on  the  fubje61, 
he  began  by  exprefflng  his  great  perfonal 
regard  for  me,  and  efteem  for  my  charac- 
ter, but  faid,  that  he  could  not  approve  of 
my  marrying  his  niece.  One  thing,  how- 
ever, he  faid,  I  might  depend  on,  which 
was,  that  whatever  oppofition  he  would 
make  to  it,  fliould  be  frank,  open  and 
avowed,  fuch  as  became  one  Gentleman 
to  another,  and  by  no  means  what  he  un- 
derflood  fome  of  the  Lady's  relations  were 
making,  I  kifled  his  hand,  thanking  him 
y  2  for 
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for  the  fair  and  open  declaration  of  his 
fentiments,  and  took  my  leave. 

"  Mean  time  I  r-eceived  the  certificates  in 
form  I  had  fent  for  to  my  own  country, 
and  to  France,  of  which  I  immediately  dii- 
perfed  copies,  taken  by  a  Notary  Public ; 
and  their  aftonilhment  was  great,  when 
they  found,  by  fome  of  them,  that  my 
anceftors  were  noted  and  dillinguifhed  in 
prowefs  and  arms,  long  before  their  little 
kingdom  of  Portugal  exifted  as  fuch  ;  and 
by  others,  that  I  had  been  chriflened,  and 
regularly  educated  at  lead  as  good  a  Ca- 
tholic  as  themfelves. 

"  The  lye  dire6t  being  thus  given  to  their 
moft  flagrant  accufations,  other  methods 
of  preventing  the  m.atch  were  to  be  adopt- 
ed, and  I  was  pofitively  alfured  one  evening 
at  the  Opera,  that  I  was  to  be  fet  upon  at 
going  out.  When  I  came  to  the  door,  a 
couple  of  fellows  feemed  inclined  to  pre- 
vent my  palling,  and  were  drawing  their 
kni\'es :  I  inftantly  darted  back,  drew  my 
iword,  and  pinned  one  of  them  to  the  wall, 

the 
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the  Other  made  off,  as  well  as  feveral  com-  ' 
panions  they  had  without.     The  villain  I 
fecured  proved  to  be  a  fefvant  of  the  AI- 
mada  family. 

"  This  a£l  of  yiolen<:e  made  it  neceflary 
for  Goverriment  to  interfere,  and  the  young 
Lady  was  juridically  interrogated  by  the 
competent  Ecclefiaftical  Court,  if  her  wiflij 
defire  and  intention  were  to  marry  me  ?  to 
'^^hich  having  replied  in  the  affirmative, 
{lie  was  by  the  fame  Court  taken  out  of  her 
njother*?  poffeffion,  and  depohted  under 
the  care  of  another  Lady  of  reputation,  till 
our  marriage  was  celebrated,  which  was 
the  firfl  time  I  had  an  opportunity  of  fpeak- 
ing  with  her. 

"  The  proud  old  Lady  now  enraged,  at 
what  {he  called  her  daughter's  obllinacys 
i-efolved  to  do  a  thing,  of  all  others  the 
moil  humiliating  to  herfelf,  to  prevent  the 
marriage  :  {hie  waited  on  the  Marquis  of 
Pombal,  then  Minifter,  whom  in  her  heart 
fhe  bodi  hated  and  defpifed,  and  which  he 
^Ifo  was  perfe£lly  fenfible  of,  and  falling 
_     y  3  on 
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on  her  knees,  {lie  conjured  him  by  every 
argument  (he  could  uie,  to  prevent  the 
nuptials — but  all  in  vain.  His  conflant  re- 
ply was,  that  there  was  but  one  method, 
by  which  his  Majelly  could  take  upon  him 
to  forbid  the  banns,  and  that  was,  by  en- 
gaging her  daughter  to  declare  her  dilFent 
to  the  match. 

"  Before  we  were  twelve  months  mar^ 
ried,  the  mother  was  as  anxious  to  be 
reconciled  to  her  daughter  as  fhe  had  been 
before  averfe  to  her  marriage,  and  now 
lanrents  bitterly,  but  in  vaiii,  her  effefting 
the  marriage  of  her  foolifli  fon,  which  has 
entii'ely  precluded  her  daughter's  childreri 
from  any  hopes  of  enjoying  the  eftate. 

"  I  fliould  be  wanting  in  refpefcl  to  the 
company,  if  I  attempted  to  entertain  you 
with  all  the  mean,  the  profligate,  cowardly 
and  facinorous  arts,  the  numerous  op- 
pofers  of  my  marriage  put  in  praftice  to 
prevent  it ;  but  what  ailoniflied  me  be- 
yond every  thing,  after  obtaining  all  the 
information    poilible,     and    invelligatiiig . 

every 
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every  circumflance,  fo  as  to  prevent  my 
being  impofed  on,  or  forming  any  rafh 
judgment,  was,  to  find  and  know  for  cer- 
tain, that  the  fame  Cardinal  Patriarch,  who, 
unfoHeited,  had  made  me  fuch  a  generous 
declaration  of  his  intentions,  had  been  the 
principal  advifer  and  inftigator  of  all  of 
them !  I  confefs,  till  that  period,  I  had  can- 
didly doubted  the  truth  of  many  affertions 
I  heard  injurious  to  the  charafters  of  our 
Fortuguefe  Nobility,  as  men,  and  much 
more  as  perfons  of  rank ;  but  I  confefs  as 
freely,  that,  from  that  period  to  the  pre- 
fent,  I  have  never  had  the  fmallefl  reafon 
to  change  the  unfavourable  opinion  of 
them  I  then  adopted,  and  which  the  dif- 
graceful  uniformity  of  their  behaviour 
compels  me  to  preferve." 

Brigadier  Forbes  having  finifhed  his  ac- 
coimtj  which  appeared  exceedingly  fmgu- 
lar  to  us,  unacquainted  as  we  were  with  the 
cuftoms  of  this  country,  the  King's  Lieu- 
tenant next  called  upon  his  friend  Colonel 
y  4  Mackil- 
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Mackilplian,  to  atteft  the  honor  of  hig 
colleagues  the  Nobility,  of  whom  he  was 
lately  become  a  member^  by  marrying  an 
heirefs,  a  woman  of  faniily ;  adding,  that 
he  was  in  hopes  he  would  not  be  difpofed 
to  cenfure  them  fo  feverely  as  his  friend  the 
Brigadier  had  done,  who  had  indeed  ob« 
tained  a  very  fine  woman,  though  without 
the  eilate,  \v"hich  {lie  has  been  deprived  of 
by  the  madnefs  of  her  raother. 

Mr.  Mackilphan  having  left  his  owr^ 
country  whe^  very  young,  and  having  never 
had  any  opportunity  of  improving  in  the 
Engiifli  language,  he  could  fpeak  it  only  as. , 
he  had  learned  it  in  his  native  county  of 
Galway,  and  therefore  found  confiderable 
difficulty  in  expreffing  himfelf  in  that  lan- 
guage ;  and  whenever  he  did,  it  was  always 
interlarded  with  literal  trandations  from 
the  French,  Spann^h  and  Portuguefe,  all 
wdiich  he  fpoke  fluently :  Thus,  if  you 
alked  him  to  dine  with  you,  and  he  happen- 
ed to  be  pre-engaged,  he  would  thank  ypti 

very 
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vciT  politely  and^ay,  "  that  he  was  already 
prayed*  to  dine  at  fuch  another  place ;"  If 
at  dinnepyou  offered  to  help  him  to  mutton, 
veal,  &c.  on  a  Friday,  he  would  fay,  "  he 
was  defended  f  from  eating  meat  on  that 
day  :"  If  you  talked  to  him, of  the  unfettled 
ftate  of  the  weather,  he  would  gravely  ob- 
i)  ferve,  "  that  there  was  no  trufting  to  God  in 
the  winter  timej :"  When  he  wiflied  to  ex- 
prefs  his  gratitude  familiarly  to  a  friend  for 
any  favor  received,  he  would  afllire  him, 
-  that  he  fnould  find  he  had  not  thrown  his 
favours  into  a  rotten  bag  |] :"'  If  he  thought  a 
man  was  going  after  any  unprofitable  bu- 
fmefs,  he  would  tell  him,  "  that  he  was 
looking  for  mid-day  at  tv/o  in  the  after- 

*  The  French  expreffion  commonly  is,  Je  fuis  prle  a  di- 
tier  chez  un  tel. 

+  In  French,  II  m'eft  defendu ;  it  is  forbidden  mcr 

X  However  difrefpeftful  it  may  appear,  there  are  tew  pro- 
verbial phrafes  more  common  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  than 
i>.o  ay  que  fiar  en  Dios.  en  el  tiempo  del  Ynvierno. 

11  Another  very  common  exprelHon  in  the  Spanifh  lan- 
guage; hallara  ufted  que  no  ha'ecliado  fus  favores,  en  faco 
roto. 

noon/' 
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fioon  *"  In  {hort,  he  intHoduced  on  all  oc» 
caEons  3  variety  of  Qallicifms,  Spanifhifms,. 
Sic,  and  often  by  his  manner  excited  the 
rifible  faculties  of  the  company,  even  when 
dlfeourfmg  on  the  moll  ferious  fubjeds. 
Talking  very  gravely  one  day  in  Lifbon  with 
an  Englifh  Lady,  (who  was  very  corpulent; 
Ijut  much  refpefted  by  a  large  mixed  com^ 
pany  then  prefent)  on  the  great  di^evilty  all 
Foreigners  muk  experience  in  karning  the 
Englifh  language,  he  told  her,  "he  thought 
no  perfon  fbould  attempt  to  fpeak  Englifli 
without  firit  having  a  large  and  folid  fun^ 
dament  i  "  an  expreffion  perfe6lly  prefer 
in  the  Portuguefe  language,  from  which  he 
happened  on  that  occafion  unfortunately 
to  tranffate  it. 

It  will  therefore  be  impofiible  to  exprefs 
what  he  faid  on  the  prefent  occafion  in  his 
own  words,  though  his  meaning  was  per? 

*  Ihe  French  expreffion  is,  vous  cherchez  midi  a  quatorze 
heares. 

+  The  Portuguefe  words,  bom  fundamento,  are  perfeftly 
decent  and  pertiiient. 

feaiy 
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fe£lly  evident:  He  had  not  fo  far  forgotten 
a  cuflom  ftill  too  prevalent  in  his  own  coun- 
try, as  to  prevent  his  beginning  with  an 
oath,  fwearing  by  his  SaviQur,  *'  that  if  he 
had  fome  of  the  Portuguefe  Fidalgos  he 
could  name,  only  for  a  few  days  in  his  own 
little  County  of  Galway,  he  would  foon 
fe     cure  them  of  telling  lies,  or  fpeaking  ill  of 
their  neighbours,  otherwife  they  would  have 
Ijb    their  noles  (lit,  and  their  ears  cut  off^  with 
a  few  eyelet-holes  made  in  their  flvins,  which 
would  make  them  look  a  little  about  them ; 
as  for  his  part,  he  faid,.  he  knew  them  be- 
fore he  was  ten  days  in  the  country  as  well 
as  at  the  time  he  was  fpeaking ;   for  when 
he   came  to  Abrantes,  one  of  Count  la 
Lippe's  Aides  du  Camp,  wnth  whom  he  be- 
came acquainted,  did  nothing  the  day  long 
but  abufe  the  Portuguefe  Nobility,  who 
were  there  dancing  attendance  in  the  levy- 
rooms,  calling  them  all  the  wicked  names 
he  could  conjure  up  in  Englifh  ;  on  which 
lie  enquired  w^hat  reafon  he  could  have  to 
abufe  them  all  fo  grofsly,  before  he  had  time 
•  to 
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to  be  acquainted  with  them  ?  that  the  Aide 
du  Camp  anfwered  him,  the  reafon  why 
he  (hould  for  ever  deteft  and  defpife  fuch 
wretches  was,  tliat  on  the  day  after  their 
arriva}  in  Lifbon  from  England,  the  princi-, 
pal  Officers  of  the  Portuguefe  Army,  all  of 
them  FidalgoSj  to  the  number  of  twenty, 
v/aited  on  his  mailer  the  Count  la  Lippe, 
to  congratulate  him  on  Ifiis  arrival  among 
them,  as  Marplhal  General  of  the  Army  5 
that,  as  they  were  all  fitting  in  a  pircle 
converhng  with  thp  Count  hi  French,  about 
various  Army  bufmefs,  the  Englifh  Am- 
bafTi^dor,  Lord  Tyrawley,  wa;^  announced, 
came  in,  and  took  his  feat  near  the  Countj 
who  had  formerly  been  his  intimate  ac- 
quaintance, without  taking  the  leafl  notice 
of  any  of  the  others;  and  after  difcourfnig 
fome  time  with  him  in  his  abrupt  v/ay,  he 
{aid  to  him  likewife  in  P^rench,  and  loud 
enough  to  be  heard  of  all  of  thein,  '  mais 
javoue   que   je   n'aurais  jamais  ^cru,   que 
My.  le  Comte  de  la  Lippe,  un  OfBcier  qui 
avait  fcrvi  avec  tantde  reputation  en  Alle- 

magnCj 
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masrne,  et  d'  un  caraftere  fi  bien  connu  dc 
toiite  I'Europe,  fe  ferait  defhonore  jufqu'au 
point  de  venir  dans  ce  pays-ci  pour  com- 
mander ces  j ■  f *,'  pointing  at  the 

fame  time  at  the  company  before  him  ! 
Now,  Sir,.  laid  the  Aide  dii  Camp  to  him, 
what  is  your  opinion  of  thel'e  honourable 
men,  when  I  affure  you,,  not  one  of  them 
ever  had  the  curio fity  to  afl^  his  Lordfliip, 
why  he  talked  of  them  in  fuch  a  manner? — 
Here  Mackilphan  was  interrupted  by  Major 
St.  Amour,  who  affured  the  company,  he 
w^as  prefent  when  the  tranfaftion  happened 
exaftly  as  the  Colonel  had  related  it. 

Mackilphan  went  on  by  obferving,  "  he 
had  little  more  to  fay  about  them,  only  lie 
thought  there  would  be  no  harm  in  telling 
us  what  paffed  very  lately  between  himfelf 

*  This  paffage  being  rather  long,  the  tranllation  is  here 
fubjoined,  for  the  information  of  the  generality  of  readi^Ts : — 
*  but  I  confefs  I  could  not  have  believed  the  Count  la  Lippe, 
an  Officer  who  has  ferved  with  fuch  reputation  in  Germany, 
'and  whofe  charafter  is  fo  well  known,  all  over  Europe,  would 
have  difgraced  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  eome  into  this  country  to 
command  thefe  Sc— nd- — Is.' 

and 


334  SKETCHES    Or 

and  the  prefent  Secretary^  of  War  at  Lirbon> 
from  which  place  he  was  but  very  lately 
returned,  and  by  which  we  might  judge  of 
the  fentiments  of  the  Queen  and  the  prefent 
Miniftry,  with  regard  to  what  a  Regiment 
ought  to  be  and  how  compofed^         ' 

"  The  noble  Secretary,  (continued  he) 
who  knows  no  more  of  war  or  fighting  than 
I  know  of  preaching,  when  I  waited  on 
him,  began  by  telling  me,  that  they  now 
confidered  me  as  one  of  themfelves,  which 
I  fuppofe  he  meant  as  a  compliment,  that 
the  Queen  had  refolved  to  give  me  the  com* 
mand  of  the  Regiment  of  Infantry  of  Mi- 
randa, with  the  rank  of  full  Colonel,  and  to 
make  me  alfo  Governor  of  the  Garrifon  : 
I  told  him  I  was  extremely  fenfible  of  the 
honor  her  Majefty  intended  me,  and  re* 
marked  how  improper  it  had  been  to  fuffer 
tliat  Regiment,  fo  long  complete  in  men, 
to  remain  for  above  thefe  three  years  paft, 
without  either  a  Captain  or  a  Field  Officer 
to  command  it ;  he  allowed  it  was  fo,  and 
therefore  defired  me  to  prepare  a  lift  of  the 

perfons 
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perfons  I  would  recommend  for  Officers,  as 
quickly  as  poITiblej  and  give  it  him  in  ord^f 
to  have  their  commiffions  made  out  and 
figned ;  at  the  fame  time  he  put  a  fcroU  o£ 
names  into  my  hand,  defiring  thefe  Gea- 
tlemen  might  be  included  in  my  lift,  for  the 
ranks  therein  fpecified,  I  caft  my  eyes  qvst 
his  fcroU  and  found  he  had  put  down  for 
Captains,  three  Lieuteiaants,  whom  I  kn;ew 
the  Count  la  Lippe  had  reformed  in  1762, 
for  being  then  too  old  for  the  fervice ;  that 
he  had  put  down  for  Subalterns,  two  men 
at  the  time  his  own  domeflics ;  and  three 
more,  who,  I  knew,  had  been  recommend- 
ed to  him  by  different  Noblemen,  in  whole 
fervice  they  were  ;  but  what  was  worft  of 
all,  three  Officers  were  to  be  replaced  who- 
had  ferved  in  the  Regiment  before,  but  had 
deferted  into  Spain  at  different  times,  and 
had  been  fentenced   by   regular  Court- 
martials  ;  one  of  them  had  carried  off  fix 
months  pay  of  the  company  he  command- 
ed ;  another,  married  and  eftablifhed  in  tiie 
town  of  Miranda,  had  feduced  a  widow 

gende- 
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gentlewoman,  his  neighbour^  and  her  threjf 
daughters,  who  were  all  pregnant  by  him  5 
and  the  third  was  coufm  to  my  own  wifei 
the  greateft  vagabond  I  have  ever  known ; 
for  he  had  (liot  a  particular  friend  of  his 
own  from  behind  a  wail,  being  jealous  of 
his  vifiting  the  fame  Nun  he  paid  his  ad- 
dreffes  to  at  the  Convent ;  and  becaufe  Hie 
was  jade  enough  to  give  them  both  equal 
encourasement :  When  I  faw  how  thinsrs 
were  going,  I  returned  him  the  paper  he 
had  given  me,  declaring,  that  I  could  never 
fign  my  name  to  a  lift  which  contained  pro- 
pofals  for  fuch  thieves  to  have  commiiTions' 
in  a  Regiment  I  was  to  command ;  he  re- 
plied, it  v/as  her  Majefty's  pleafure  it  fhou Id 
be  fo ;  that  (he  had  pardoned  the  firft  of 
thefe  Officers  his  dcfertion,  upon  his  re- 
placing the  money  he  had  ftolen ;  that  fhe 
had  pardoned  the  fecond  at  the  earnell  and 
repeated  entreaties  of  the  Count  de  Can* 
lanhede,  on  condition,  that  when  his  prefent 
wife  died,  he  (liould  marry  either  the  mo- 
*    ther  or  any  one  of  the  three  daughters  he 

fliould 
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fhould  cliufe ;-  that  with  regard  to  the  third, 
as  he  was  a  Fidalgo  and  coufm  to  my  wife, 
he  was  certain  I  would  be  very  happy  to 
learn  that  he  was  pardoned :   I  anfwered 
him,  that  I  would  thankfully  accept  the 
rank  of  Colonel  and  the  employment  of 
Governor  of  the  Garrifon  of  Miranda;  that 
the  Queen  was  free  and  abfohite  miftrefs  of 
her  own  aftions^  and  therefore  could  par- 
don fuch  atrocious  criminals ;  but  I  humbly 
hoped  {lie  would  alfo  pardon  me  if  I  could 
have  nothing  to  fay  to  a  Regiment  fo  com- 
pofed ;    and  alfo,  if  I  took  the  liberty  of 
ufnig  a  little  more  freedom  with  my  wife's 
couhn  in  the  way  of  kindnefs  and  relation- 
(hip  than  with  the  others;  that  nothing  could 
inortify  me  more  than  to  find  her  Majefty 
had  pardoned  him  ;    and,   as  flie  was  fo 
merciful,   I  truiled  flie  would  alfo  forgive 
me  for  running  fuch  a  bafe  coward  through 
the  body,  wherever  I  met  him,  as  a  dif- 
grace  to  me  and  all  his  relations^  The  Se- 
cretary faid,  he  did  not  think  his  crime  fo 
grievous^  that  when  a  Gentleman  thinks 
Vol.  L  Z  himfelf 
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himfelf  ©{Tended,  he  will  take  fatisfa6lion. 

I  aflved  him,  if-the  proper  method  of  taking 

fatisfa6lion  was  to  (land  and  flioot  a  man 

from  behind  a  wall,  as  you  would  a  wild 

boar,  or  a  mad  dog,  you  were  afraid  to 

approach  ?  He  fmiied  and  replied,  that  he 

fuppofed  I  would  be  for  calling  him  out ; 

but  that,   he  faid,   was  abominable,   and 

looked  fo  like  premeditated  murder,  and 

was  fo  contrary  to  what  ought  to  be  the 

behaviour  of  a  true   Catholic  Chriflian  ; 

that  it  might  agree  well  enough  with  the 

Heretical  principles  of  the  Englilh  and  other 

wild  nations  of  the  North ;  but  he  hoped 

none  of  the  Faithful  would  ever  be  fo  far 

abandoned  as  to  follow  their  example.  As 

I  found  that  talking  to  him  any  more  on 

the  fubjeft  was  like  throwing  pearls  to  fwine, 

I  took  my  leave,  after  agreeing  I  was  to  have 

the  commiffion  of  Governor,  which  I  fmce 

received  ;    and   after  alTuring   him,    that 

wherever  I  fhould  meet  my  wife's  coufm  I 

fiiould  certainly  allow  him  to  defend  him- 

Iclf,  but  that  I  would  not  quit  him  till  I 

had 
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had  given  hini  a  few  thl-ufts  of  nt^  fword, 
in  the  way  of  friehdfhip,  and  of  putting  it 
but  bf  his  power  any  more  to  difgrace  a 
uniform." 

What  is  yolir  opinibn  of  the  above  ex- 
traordinary accounts  ?  Do  they  appear  to 
you  credible  ?  They  are  however  unquef- 
tionably  true.  St.  Amour  attefls  the  truth 
bf  the  horrible  affront  put  upon  the  Portu- 
guefe  Nobility  by  Lord  Tyrawley,  and 
named  to  us  another  Officer  ftill  in  this  fer- 
vicC)  who  was  alfo  prefent,  and  whom  wc 
fhall  probably  meet  with.  As  to  what  Mr. 
Forbes  related,  I  find  almoft  every  circum- 
ftance  is  publicly  known  in  this  country  5 
and  the  Officers  the  Secretary  at  War  de- 
fired  Mr.  Mackilphan  to  employ,  have  ac* 
tually  been  placed  in  the  fame  Regiment 
fmce,  excepting  his  €oufm-in-lawj  who  has 
been  fent  into  a  diiferent  province,  as  the 
Secretary  himfelf,  it  feems,  acknowledges, 
to  preferve  him  from  the  claws  of  his  cou- 
fm^  the  mad  Hibernian. 

z  2  i»i 
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In  Sj^irij  I  can  afTure  yoUj  it  is  not  fo ; 
the  military  characler  is  there  confidered 
and  (iipported  with  that  dehcacy  of  fenti- 
ment,  fo  indifpenfable  to  its  very  exiilence: 
Ildre,  I  cbnfider  it  as  having  none,  except 
among  the  very  fmall  number  of  Foreign 
Officers  flill  remaining :  If  I  \vqyc  to  afk 
you,  whether  )^ou  thought  it  poffible  to 
furnilh  any  (Ironger  inflances  of  infuk 
upon  the  mihtaiy  charafter  than  thofe  I 
have  mentioned,  you  would  certainly  an- 
fwer  in  the  negative ;  but  I  beg  vou  not 
to-be  rafli  nor  pofitive,  till  }'0u  have  pe- 
Tufed  the  contents  of  my  next.  Till  then, 
adieu. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER      XVIII, 

Porto,  1779. 

Dear  Brother, 


ITHOUT  preamble,  I  (hall  pro- 
ceed to  what  I  promifed  you  at  the  clofe 
of  my  iafl  epiftle. 

The  whole  company  were  as  much  enter- 
tained w4th  Mackilphan's  manner  of  expref- 
fmg  himfelf  in  Englifh,  as  furprifed  at  the 
lubjecl  matter  his  relation  contained.  Lord 
freeman  could  not  help  admiring  the  dif- 
cernment  of  the  Secratary  of  War,  who, 
while  he  jufliy  condemned  the  practice  of 
duelling,  gilded  over  thofe  of  murder  and 
^ifTaflination ,  with  the  gentle  phrafe  of 
taking  fatisfA6tion.  Major  St  Amour  then 
iiddreiling  the  company, faid,  he  believed  he 
could  match  any  thing  we  had  yet  heard, 
\)y  the  narra|:ive  of  what  has  very  lately 
Z  3  happened 
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happened  in  the  garrifon  he  belpnged  to^ 
and  with  which  he  fupppfed  fome  of  the 
Gentlemen  prefent  were  not  unaco^uainted. 
The  King's  Lieutenant  defired  him  to  pro- 
ceed, which  he  did  as  follows : 

"  It  is  of  a  Gentleman  of  the  town  or 
city  of  Braganca,  married  and  eftablifhed 
there ;  he  was  hereditary  Civil  Governor  ox 
Conftable  of  the  Town,  Superintendaut  of 
the  Cuftom-houfe,  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Re- 
giment of  Cavalry  of  the  fame^  and  the  la- 
ziefi  drone  ever  difgraced  a  cockade ;  as  by 
means  of  certificates  of  ficknefs  he  obtained 
from  the  wretched  Surgeons  or  Phydcians, 
or  by  furreptitious  leaves  of  abfence,   on 
real  or  pretended  bufniefs,  he  contrived  it   ~ 
fo  as  never  to  do  any  fort  of  duty  in  the 
Regiment ;  this  man  paid  his  addreffes  to  a 
certain  Nun  of  a  Convent  in  the  fame  town^ 
and  getting  by  Real th  into  the  Convent,  here 
efleemed  a  crime  of  the  blacked  dye,  he  de- 
bauched her,  continuing-  his  furtive  vifits 
for  a  confiderable  time,   till  fatiety  bred 
difguR ;  he  then  directed  his  addreffes  to 

another 


SOCIETY    AND    MANNERS.    ^43 

janotlier  Nun  of  the  fame  Convent,  fifler  to 
the  former,  and  with  the  fame  fuccefs ;  this 
fecond  intrigue  was  however  foon  difcover- 
cd  by  the  jealous  and  difappointed  Nun  who 
had  been  the  firfl  objeft  of  his  paffion,  and 
by  her  quickly  communicated  to  the  Bifhop 
of  the  diocefe,who,  in  concert  with  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  garrifon,  had  the 
Convent  furrounded  with  troops,  on  the 
fignal  previoufly  agreed  on  being  given  from 
the  Convent,  by  the  jealous  Nun,  of  the 
time  when  the  Officer  was  aftually  with 
-her  filler ;  and  flricl  fearch  bein^  made,  the 
gallant  was  found  and  feized  in  the  court- 
yard of  the  Convent,  concealed  under  a  large 
pile  of  fire-wood,  and  carried  prifoner  to  the 
garrifon  of  Chaves,  which  is  the  head-quar- 
ters of  our  province ;  there,  he  was  tried  by 
a  Court-martial,  convifted  and  fentenced 
according  to  law :  This  fentence  was  tranf- 
mitted  to  Court  for  approbation  in  the  ufual 
form,  and  (as  cuflomary)  was  with  many 
Others  thrown  under  the  table  and  remain- 
ed there,  this  being  the  mod  expeditious 
Z  4  method 
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method  the  Marquis  of  Pombal  could  think 
of,  for  difpatching  every  kind  of  Army  bu- 
fmefs ;  the  culprit  remained  for  a  long  time 
a  prifoner  in  the  main-guard  of  Chaves,  and 
at  lafl  obtained  from  the  Governor  as  a  par^ 
ticular  favor,  the  liberty  of  walking  abroad 
through  the  town  uDon  his  parole  of  ho- 
nor, where,  by  way  of  amufement,  he  made 
his  court  to  a  married  woman,  whofe  huf- 
band  v/as  rather  old,  but  a  Gentleman,  liv- 
ing upon  a  fmall,  but  independent  fortune. 
In  this  he  fucceeded  fo  well,  that,  in  order 
to  enjoy  each  other's  company  witl\lefs  in- 
terruption,  they  agreed  that  fhe  fliQuld  a4- 
minifter  to  her  hufband  a  dofe  of  poifon, 
which  the  paramour  had  prepared  for  him. 
The  poor  man  a61ually  took  part  of  it,  and 
difcovered  what  it  was,  but  not  in  time  ei- 
ther to  fave  his  life,  or  to  prevent  both  the 
lovers  from  efcaping  into  Spain  upon  twp 
ilout  mules  they  took  from  his  ftables. 

"  Our  gallant  remained  with  his  miflrefs 
in  Spain,  very  near  our  garrifon,  living  up- 
on his  rents,  which  were  regularly  remitted 

tQ 
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to  him.  On  his  evafion  from  Chaves  being 
reported  to  the  late  Minifter,  he  was  fo  pro- 
voked by  the  information  he  had  of  feveral 
circumftances  of  his  bafe  behaviour,  that 
he  fent  particular  orders  to  the  Governor 
of  Chaves  to  have  him  hanged  in  effigy  in 
prefence  of  the  whole  Garrifon,  under  arips, 
and  his  perfon  to  be  declared  infamous, 
which  was  accordingly  done. 

*•  But  at  the  very  beginning  of  this  pre- 
fsnt  proraifmg  Adminillration,  that  fame 
infamous  perfon  returned  to  Lifbon,  fur- 
nifhed  with  fuch  powerful  letters  of  folici-  ^ 
tation,  that  her  Mod  Faithful  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  pardon  and  forgive  him  his  va- 
rious crimes  and  iniquities,  in  the  way  and 
jnanner  following,  that  is  to  fay, 

"  She  pardoned  him  the  crime  of  break- 
ing by  ftealth  into  a  Convent  of  Nuns,  which 
is  reckoned  by  all  the  rigid  people  efpecially, 
as  a  crime  for  which  it  is  next  to  impoffible 
to  make  any  adequate  atonement.  This  is 
fo  truCj  that  her  own  grand-father,  Don 
John  the  Fifth,  (who  himfelf  kept  his  fe- 

rasfho 
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raglio  in  tKe  PvOyal  Convent  of  Qdivellas^ 
^hich  during  that  reign  gave  a  number  of 
Royal  baftards  to  the  world)  was  fo  jealous 
of  this  privilege,  that  he  was  never  known 
to  forgive  any  perfon  who  had  prophaned 
the  fapred  precin£ls  of  a  female  Convent, 
to  feduce  the  Religious,  and  the  (lighteft 
punifhment  he  inflicled  was  banillirnent  to 
the  Indies  for  life. 

'?  But  to  return— -—Her  Moll  Faithful 
Majeily  pardoned  our  gallant  the  crime  of 
carnal  knowledge  of  one  of  the  fpoufes  of 
Chrii%  to  whomj  by  her  profeffion,  fhe  had 
been  fo  folemnly  betrothed :  She  then  par- 
doned him  the  repetition  of  the  fame  crime 
with  another  Nun  of  the  fame  Convent : 
She  alfo  pardoned  him  the  crime  of  inceft, 
for  the  two  Nuns  were  fillers  ;  to  all  which 
we  mud  fuperadd^  that  fhe  pardoned  him 
the  crime  of  double  adultery,  he  himfelf 
being  a  married  man :  The  generous  Queen 
next  proceeded  to  pardon  him  the  crime  of 
adiiltery  with  the  Gentleman's  v^-ife,  in  the 
town  of  Chaves,  after  the  Governor  had 

permitted 
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permitted  him  to  walk  about  upon  his  pa- 
role of  honor :  Then  follows  her  pardon  of 
the  crime  of  murdering  his  miflrefs's  huf- 
JDand,  in  which  he  was  art  and  part ;  After 
this  he  is  pardoned  the  crime  of  dealing 
two  mules  to  carry  them  into  Spain :  And 
laftly,  her  Majefty  pardoned  him,  being  a 
commilhoned  Officer  in  her  fervice,  the 
crime  of  defertion  into  a  foreign  kingdom, 
pnder  the  aggravating  circum fiances  of  his 
being  under  arrefl  and  tried  for  other  crimes, 
and  enlarged  with  the  privilege  of  walking 
about  the  town  upon  his  parole  of  honor ! 

*'  I  hope  the  company  will  pardon  my 
being  obliged  to  repeat,  according  to  truth, 
fuch  a  number  of  pardons  granted  to  fuch 
^  number  of  abominable  crimes,  all  com* 
mitted  by  the  fame  deteftable  perfon  ;  and 
if  they  have  not  yet  Jield  up  their  hands  in 
amazement  at  the  imbecility  and  madnefs  of 
the  Oueen,  let  them  prepare  to  do  fo  on  hear- 
ing the  fequel  of  this  impartial  narrative. 

'•'  The  title  and  employment  of  Alcaide 
Mor,  or  chief  Conllable  of  any  provincial 

town. 
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town;  k  Cileemed  the  mofl  honorary  the 
Crovv'n  can  bedow  on  perfons  of  wealth  or 
merit  in  the  provinces,  or  on  fuch  vvhoFe  an- 
ccflors  have  rendered  any  eminent  fervice 
to  the  ilate ;  the  fame  may,  in  a  great  mea- 
fiire,  be  faid  of  the  perfon  who  is  charged 
with  the  dire6]:ion  of  the  Cuftom-houfe  in^ 
the  frontier  towns,  as  that  employment  i^ 
never  conferred  but  upon  perfons  po{refre4 
of  eftates,  fuch  as  will  enable  them  to  anfwer 
any  defalcations  which  may  be  committed 
upon  the  revenue  by  their  fubalterns  an^ 
people  emplo)^ed  under  thenT,  for  which 
the  Superintendant  is  refponhble ;  ar^d  yet 
diis  man,  fo  thoroughly  convitled  of  the 
perpetration  of  fo  many  execrable  crimes — ? 
this  man,  wliom  her  late  father  had  ordered 
to  be  hung  in  effigy,  and  his  perfon  to  be  de- 
clared intamous — this  ma^n  has  the  Queen 
reinfcated  fuhy  in  all  his  employments!  to 
the  dif^race  of  her  appointments,  and  the 
fcorn  oi  every  tliinking  man. 

'"'  But,  as  li  not  fatished  with  thefe  egre- 
gious exhibitions  of  the  molt  confummate 
•,  weakncis. 
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weaknefs,  and  the  mod  mifplaccd  aiKl  dr- 
{lru6live  lenity,  (he  has  replaced  him  by  a 
new  commiflion,  in  the  fame  poll  of  tlie 
fame  Regiment,  which  by  the  fentence  of  a 
Court-martial  he  had  loft,  ordering  it  to  be 
fi sonified  in  the  Reijiment,  that  Die  would 
fev(?rely  punifli  any  Officer  who  (hould  have 
the  fmalleft  fcruple  at  doing  duty  with  him 
again !  In  truth  (he  had  no  occafion  for  this 
aft  of  commination,  for  none  of  the  Offi- 
cers were  found  deUcate  enough  to  ftand  in 
need  of  it,  although  there  are  three  Offi- 
cers now  in  the  Regiment  with  ^.^im,  bro- 
thers to  the  two  fifters  he  debauched  in  the 
Convent,  who,  as  well  as  all  the  other  Of- 
ficers appearto  live  in  perfe6l  harmony  with 
him ;  fo  great  is  their  prudence  and  circum- 
fpeftion,  and  fuch  their  implicit  obedience 
•to  the  laws  againfl:  duelling,  or  any  others 
which  happen  to  coincide  fo  perfectly  with 
their  own  inclinations. 

"  Not  to  leave  the  bufmefs  done  by 
halves,  but  finally,  and  to  crown  all,  the 
generous  Queen  ordered  every  note  or  en- 
try 
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try  of  this  Officer's  defer tion,  of  the  Court-, 
martial  held  upon  him,  and  of  every  thing 
elfe  concerning  him,  which  it  is  cufiomary 
to  record  and  fet  down  in  the  recrifter-book 
of  each  refpe6hve  Regiment,  to  be  entirely- 
blotted  out  and  efafed,  that  there  mig-ht 
exift  in  future  no  remembrance  of  fuch 
extraordinary  tranfa6lions ! 

"  Every  Gentleman  v/ill  niake  fuch  a 
comment  upon  this  fmgular  affair,  juil 
newly  happened,  as  he  judges  fit ;  for  my 
part,  I  fhall  make  none,  as  I  doubt  much 
whether  ^11  hifiory  can  produce  a  parallel 
example !" 

The  poll  is  juH  going  out,  and  I  muil 
break  off  here  for  the  prefent ;  and  had 
i  even  time  to  proceed,  I  (hould  do  like 
Major  St.  Amour,  leave  you  to  m.ake  your 
own  remarks  on  tht  contents  of  this  epif- 
tie.    Farewelic 


LET- 
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LETTER      XIX, 


Porto,  1779. 


Dear  Brother, 


J3EFORE  I  proceed  to  the  continuation 
of  my  fubjed,  I  muft  fay  a  few  words  of  an 
AfTembly  I  was  at  lail  night,  to  which  we 
had  been  invited  fome  days  before  by  a  Por- 
tuguefe  Nobleman,  who  generally  refides  in 
this  town,  and  affefts  to  mix  much  with  the 
Englifh.  After  tea,  coffee  and  fweetmeats 
had  been  ferved  in  abundance,  to  a  very- 
large  company,  a  confiderable  part  of  it 
flood  up  to  dance  country-dances,  while 
others  retired  to  two  other  apartments  ad- 
joining, where  the  card-tables  were  placed ; 
and  at  a  large  one  the  eldeil  fon  of  the  fa- 
mily held  a  faro- bank,  which  foon  drew  to 
it  people  enough,  who  were  willing  to  try 
their  fortunes,  and  of  whom  I  was  one.  We 

continued 
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continued  playing  fome  timCj  when  I  look- 
ed round  the  table,  and,  to  my  rurprifej 
found  three  or  four  of  the  domeftics  who 
had  ferved  us  the  tea  and  coffee,  feated  fa- 
miliarly among  us,  punting  at  the  bank^ 
aiid  converfmo;  with  the  banker  and  the 
other  Gentlemen,  updn  the  mofl  equal  foot- 
ing, and  treated  by  them  with  the  utmofc 
civility  and  complaifance,  calling  them  by 
their  Chridian  names,  always  preceded  by 
the  Senhor  or  Mr.  in  Englifh.  I  mentioned 
this  to  the  Coniul,  who  affjred  me  it  was  the 
univerfal  cuilom  here,  and  fays,  the  Portu- 
guefe  Gentlemen  are  fliocked  at  the  inlpro- 
per  and  fevere  diilance  at  whicli  the  Enghfli 
keep  their  fcrvants,  treating  them  m^ore  like 
(laves  than  humble  friends  and  attendants, 
whereas  they  think  that  by  gentle  and  fa- 
miliar treatment,  they  bid  fairer  for  conci- 
liating their  afiPeftions,  and  enfuring  their 
fidelity.  I  confcfs,  upon  reflexion,  their 
reafoning  appears  to  be  in  theory  juft  and 
humane,  but  how  far  it  might  be  prafticable 
with  Englifn  domeftics,  I  will  not  pretend 
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to  determine ;  only  I  thought  as  the  novelty 
of  the  thing  mufl:  ftrike  you,  it  was  worth 

mentioning. Now  for  our  company  at 

Almeida. 

Though  it  was  rather  late  when  Major  St= 
Amour  finifhed  his  narrative,  and  v/e  were 
all  to  fet  out  next  morning  for  the  baaks  of 
thti  DourOj  where  the  Gentlemen  from  the 
province  of  Traz-os-Montes  were  to  leave 
the  others,  and  we  were  alfo  to  take  our 
leave  of  our  worthy  and  hofpitable  King  s 
Lieutenant,  Lord  Freeman  could  not  help 
expreffing  his  aflonifhment,  and  even  in- 
fmuating  his  doubts  of  fuch  a  thing  having 
ever  happened  with  all  the  circumftances 
defcribed  -;  buthis  doubts  were  foon  removed 
by  fevefal  Officers  prefent,  affuring  him  of 
the  veracity  of  every  tittle  St.  Amour  had 
related.  He  then  obferved,  that  under  fuch 
a  wanton  defpotifm  of  government  law  was 
of  no  manner  of  ufe,  but  to  be  infulted,  or, 
at  bed,  to  ferve  as  a  dead  letter.  The  Ma- 
jor faid,  diat  unfortunately  for  himfelf,  h^ 
had  but  too  inuch  time  to  ftudy  their  laws, 

V01-.  L  A  a  and 
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ati(i  obfei-Ve  how  they  were  carried  into  exe- 
cution ;  that,  in  faft,  many  excellent  kw3 
had  at  different  times  been  promulgated  by 
the  late  Minifter,  on  a  variety  of  fubjePts, 
but  always  without  any  fort  of  connection, 
and  often  clafliing  w^ith  each  other,  in  fucli 
a  manner,  that  one  law  always  abrogated 
ibme  part  of  that  which  had  immediately 
preceded  it ;  and  it  was  generally  to  be  re- 
marked, that  every  law  he  publifhed,  was 
rather  calculated  to  anfwer  fame  particular 
point  he  had  in  view  at  the  time,  than  for 
any  general  or  permanent  utility,  for  that 
they  were  very  feldom  carried  into  execu- 
tion ;  that  he  always  appeared  to  care  very 
little  whether  they  produced  their  intended 
efPeBs  or  not ;  but,  wheii  ftimulated  to  it  by 
fome  particular  intereft,  he  then  made  ufe 
ef  them  to  rioht  himfelf.  to  favor  thofe  who 
were  under  his  proteClion,  or  to  perfecute 
his:  enemies ;  that  laws  had  been  made  for 
the  encouragement  of  agriculture,  for  regu- 
lating  the  repartition  of  lands,  to  prevent 
jparticulaf  eliaies  from  growing  too  un^* 
^'  '^  ■  wieldy 
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/  Wieldy  and  extenfiVe,  for  encouraging  the 
i)lanting  the  mulberry-tree,  for  recruiting 
the  Army,  the  punifhment  of  defertion  and 
foth^r  crimes  committed  by  the  mihtary ; 
but  the  law  was  only  permitted  to  take  its 
fcourfe  in  the  fu  its  which  ariffe  among  the 
H  toutitry  people  and  the  poor  or  middling 
people  of  the  cities ;  that  the  Mlnifler's  own 
eftates  were  increafed  oiit  of  all  proportion 
at  the  very  time  he  was  limiting  by  law  the 
boundaries  of  thofe  of  every  othejr  perfon ; 
that  his  laW  for  encouraging  the  cultivation 
of  filk  was  become  nugatory,  for  there  had 
hot  been  either  an  honorary  premium,  nor 
any  of  the  pecuniary  rewards  held  out  by 
the  lawsj  granted  to  thofe  who  had  culti- 
vated the  white  mulberry-tree,  who  had 
applied  for,  and  by  the  terms  of  the  law 
Were  entitled  to  them ;  that  feveral  appli- 
cations had  been  made  for  wafte  unculti- 
vated landsj  by  perfons  who  formed  nurfe- 
ries  of  the  mulberry,  according  to  the  te- 
nor of  that  law,  but  their  apphcations  had 
been  reje6led ;  that  with  regard  to  the  Ar- 
A  a  2  my. 
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my,  the  punifhment  by  law  of  defertion 
out  of  the  kingdom  is  capital ;  that  in 
every  Regiment  feveral  foldiers  had  been 
tried  for  that  crime  and  found  guilty,  but 
there  had  been  as  yet  no  example  of  the 
fentence  being  put  in  execution,  the  confe- 
quence  of  which  was,  that  difcipline  was 
totally  relaxed,  and  the  foldiers  everywhere 
laughed  at  Court-martials  and  their  fen* 
tences ;  that  in  the  civil  and  criminal  Courts, 
the  Judges  are  paid  by  the  Prince,  and  are 
all,  in  a  greater  or  fmaller  degree,  influ- 
enced by  the  fuperior  Nobility  ;  that  there 
Vvas  not  a  client  who  had  not  the  protec- 
tion- of  fome  powerful  family,  on  which, 
and  generally  with  reafon,  he  depended, 
much  more  than  on  the  juftice  of  his  caufe ; 
that,  even  if  juftice  were  to  have  its  courfe, 
the  very  conftitution  oftheir  criminal  Courts 
was  abominable,  for  in  them  there  was  a 
powerful  OfBcer,  named  by  the  King,  call- 
ed the  Judge  Criminal,  and  to  this  perfon 
exclufivelyare  referred  all  the  examinations 
of  witnelTes,  and  the  taking  of  their  depofi- 

tions. 
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tionSg  all  in  fecret ;  no  Grofs-examinations 
are  permitted,  nor  confronting  before  a 
public  Court,  and  the  Judges,  who  are  to 
give  the  fentence,  muft  rely  entirely  upon 
die  reports  and  papers  this  man  lays  before 
them,  and  have  no  other  method  of  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  all  the  circumflances. 
Now,  in  matters  of  life  and  death,  he  faid, 
this  was  c(^rtainly  depofiting  too  much  au- 
thority in  the  hands  of  any  one  man  what- 
ever. 

Mod  of  us  were  early  on  horfeback  in  the 
morning,  and  we  arrived  to  breakfafl  at  a 
village  upon  the  banks  of  the  Douro,  called 
St.  John  da  Pafqueira,  where  the  King's 
Lieutenant  had  fent  fervants  before,  to 
prepare  it  for  us :  after  breakfafl  the  Gentle- 
men from  the  Traz-os-Montes  took  their 
leaves,  and  eroifed  the  river  to  purfue  their 
journey.  We  were  really  forry  to  lofe  their 
company,  but  particularly  John  Carlos  re- 
gretted exceedingly  his  being  obliged  fo 
foon  to  part  with  Major  St.  Amour ;  it 
feems  thefe  two  had  held  feveral  particular 
A  a  3  convey- 
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converratioRS  together  while  at  Ahueida, 
concerning  the  Rate  of  Religion  and  of  the 
Church  in  this  country ;  and  St.  Amour, 
who  is  am^n  of  penetration  and  fome  read-  " 
ing,  had  given  the  other  fo  much  new  in- 
formation, and  Jiad  ftarted  to  him  fo  many  ^ 
new  ideas  on  that  extenfive  ar^d  intricate 
fubjeft,  as  fet  his  brains  quite  a-working, 
and  made  him  fo  much  the  more  earnefl  in 
inftrufting  himfelf  ir^  the  ancient  and  rnOr 
dern  hiftory  of  rehgion,  with  which,  for  the 
hns  of  mankind,  all  other  }aiftpries  have 
been  fo  infeparably  conne6led,  almoft  ever 
fince  the  eflablifhment  of  Chriftianity :  Ma- 
jor St.  Amour  having  all  the  leifure  necef? 
fary  to  obferve  and  analyfe  the  f)^flem  OX 
religion  he  faw  here  every  day  before  hi^ 
eyeSj  hg  compared  it  firll  with  that  in 
v/liich  he  had  been  educated  in  England ; 
he  was  ihen  induced  to  compare  the  fame, 
by  the  liglits  of  hiftory,  with  its  pure  and 
divme  origin,  which  lie  found  it  now  (q 
little  refemib led  ;  by  this  means  he  was  able 
%g  difcover  the  [burces  of  all  that  variety  of 
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.abufe  and  corruption  which  had  at  differ- 
ent  periods  flowed  into  the  channel  of  the 
doftrine  and  difcipUne  of  the  Church,  and 
changed  it  from  an  Angel  of  light  into  a 
Spirit  of  darknefs,  deformity  and  deilruc- 
tion ;  and  had  fo  totally  fub  verted  the  bene- 
volence of  its  firft  inftitution,  that  it  was 
now  become  the  heaviefl:  curfe  the  wrath  of 
an  offended  Deity  could  inflift  on  moff  of 
the  nations  of  Europe,  where  it  exifted. 
This  was  the  burden  of  his  difcourfe  with 
young  John  Carlos,  which  fet  him  to  medi- 
tating upon  them  fo  much  the  more,  as  by 
the  will  of  a  deceafed  benefaftor,  who  had 
given  him  as  good  an  education  as  Lifbon 
could  afford,  and  bequeathed  him  a  decent 
penfion  for  l^fe,  he  was  exprefsly  deflined 
for  the  Church ;  he  therefore  reafonably 
conhdered^  that  it  behoved  him,  in  a  con- 
cern of  fuch  magnitude  and  confequence, 
l-o  reflfi6l  and  examine  thoroughly  the 
ground  he  was  going  upon,  to-  prevent,  if 
poffible,  every  falfe  ftep  ;  and  having  on 
various  occafions  communicated  many  of 
A  a  4  thefe 


3^0  SKETCHES    OF 

thefe  circumftances  in  converfation,  both 
with  Lord  Freeman  and  myfelf,  we  have 
been  unanimous  by  our  opinions  and  an- 
fwers  to  his  queftions,  in  confirming  him 
in  the  fame  prudent  and  laudable  refolu- 
tion.  » 

When  we  obferved  the  mountainous  and 
rugged  banks  of  the  rapid  Douro  on  both 
fideSj  and  learned  the  roads  were  rough  and 
tmeafy  from  thence  to  Porto,  and  confider- 
ing  moreover  that  we  fliould  in  reality  have 
a  much  better  view  of  all  the  vineyards  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  from  the  water,  than 
from  any  other  fituation  whatever,  we  re- 
folved  to  hire  a  boat  to  carry  us  to  Porto, 
and  therefore  fent  our  horfes  and  fervants 
thither  by  land,  and  after  taking  an  affec- 
tionate leave  of  the  King's  Lieutenant  of 
Almeida,  and  thanking  him  for  all  his  kind- 
nefs  and  hofpitality,  wp  embarked,  and 
arrived  at  this  city  towards  the  evening, 
and  by  the  preffing  folicitations  of  the  Brl- 
tifh  Conful  (as  I  mentioned  in  a  former 
letter),  we  took  up  our  quarters  with  him. 
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as  he  faid  lie  expe6led  Lord  Freeman,  an4 
had  letters  which  had  been  remitted  to  him 
for  his  Lordfliip  from  Lifbon. 

A  few  obfe^-vations  more  on  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  peafantry  in  this  country,  who, 
as  far  as  I  have  been  yet  able  to  obferve, 
are  very  nearly  as  wretched  as  in  many 
parts  of  Spain,  fhall  finifn  this  letter.    ' 

The  two  cities  of  Lifbon  and  Porto  may 
be  juflly  confidered  as  the  two  eyes  of  Por- 
tugal, for  here  centre  the  whole  riches  of 
the  country  and  all  their  trade  with  foreign 
nations,  and  with  their  own  pofleffions  in 
the  Brazils ;  upon  which  lall  efpecially  de- 
pends their  whole  exiflence  as  a  people, 
and  the  immediate  fupport  of  the  throne. 
A  fenfible  Portuguefe  writer,  whofe  manu- 
fcript  performances  are  in  the  hands  of  his 
friends  (but  nothing  of  which  he  dares  offer 
for  publication,  well  knowing  they  would 
not  be  permitted  to  pafs),  compares,  not 
unaptly,  their  whole  kingdom  to  one  of 
that  fort  of  fpiders  which  has  a  large  body, 
containing  all  the  fubfiance  (the  capital), 

with 
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with  extremely  long,  thin,  feeble  legs,  reach* 
ing  to  a  great  diftance,  but  are  of  no  fort 
of  ufe  to  it,  and  which  it  is  hardly  able  to 
move.  The  benefits  of  foreign  trade,  and 
of  the  fine  and  vail  countries  the  Kings  of 
Portugal  poffeffed  in  Africa  an(J  the  Ead, 
or  of  thofe  ftin  rernainir^g  to  them  in  South 
America^  have  never  yet  reached  die  For- 
tuguefe  peafant,  any  farther  than  by  ena? 
bling  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  cities  to 
f>ay  a  little  advance  upon  the  provifions 
he  bnngs  to  market ;.  neither  has  all  the 
fplen.dor  of  foreign  conqueils  contributed  in 
the  leaft  to  better  his  fitu^tion,  The  only 
foreign  luxury  he  is  yet  acquainted  with  is 
tobacco ;  and^  when  his  feeble  purfe  can 
reach  it,  he  purchafes  a  d|-ied  Newfound- 
land cod-fifh ;  but  this  is  a  regale  he  dares 
feldom  afpire  tp.  A  piece  of  bread  made 
of  Indian  corn,  and  a  falted  pilchard  or  a 
head  of  garlick,  to  gi\'e  that  bread  a  flavor, 
pompofe  his  ftanding  difli ;  and  if  he  can  get 
^  bit  of  the  hog,  the  ox,  or  the  calf  he  him- 
ielf  fattens,  to  regale  his  wretched  family^ 

at 
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at  Chriflmas  or  Eafter,  he  has  reache4  th^ 
pirinacle  of  happinefs  in  this  world ;  and^ " 
indeed,  whatever  he  poffefTed  beyond  thil' 
habitual  penury,  according  to  the  prefent 
{late  and  exertions  of  bis  ir^tellefts,  woulc} 
quickly  be  taken  from  him,  or  rather  he 
would  willingly  part  with  it;  for  finding 
•^ant  and  mifery  to  be  his  portion  here,  he 
is  taught  by  the  numberlefs  ghoftly  com,- 
forters  and  directors,  with  which  his  coun- 
try fwarms,  to  lopk  forward  fpr  eafe  and 
happinefs  to  another  ftate  of  exiflence,  to 
which  they  are  themfelves  the  infallible 
guides  and  conduftors.     This  he  is  by  exr 
ample  and  education  uniformly  engaged  to 
believe  he  can  attain  by  faithfully  paying 
his  tithes,  by  charitable  donations  to  fucli 
fi  Convent,  or  to  the  ihrine  and  the  ofhciating 
Priefts  of  fuch  a  Saint,  or  fuch  an  Altar  a^ 
happens  to  be  the  objeft  of  his  particular 
attachment  and  devotion.     If  any  misfor- 
tune befajs  him,  he  is  convinced  he  has 
been  deficient  in  fomething  effential,  and 
therefore  his  fervorous  zeal  and  donations 

are 
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are  redoubled.  Is  he  fuccefsful,  the  fame 
effe^ls  are  produced  in  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments. If  he  has  money  enough  to 
furniih  a  portion  for  putting  his  fon  or  his 
daughter  into  a  Religion,  this  raifes  the 
credit  of  his  family  for  ever ;  and  nothing 
is  thpn  wanting  to  give  him  a  fort  of  apo- 
theofis  in  all  the  Convents  and  country 
round,  but  to  bequeath  at  his  death,  what 
little  money  he  can  mufter,  to  be  divided 
among  the  Priefts,  in  quickly  faying  a 
number  of  Maffes,  for  a  fpeedy  pafTage  of 
his  foul  through  the  ordeal  fire  of  Purgato- 
ry, to  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  finely  painted 
fcenes,  which,  like  a  diftant  gaudy  piftui^, 
had  been  long  held  out  tp  his  fond  ima- 


gmation. 


After  this  (hort  but  genuine  defcription 
of  what  I  may  call  the  prefent  ftate  of  reli- 
gion among  the  vulgar  here,  every  motive 
of  furprife  will  ceafe  at  feeing  the  peafant 
in  this  country  fo  poor,  and  the  Church  fo 
rich  :  and  as  no  form  of  government  could 
agree  with  and  fupport  the  flourifhing  ftate 

of 
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of  the  Churcli  half  fo  well  as  the  pr^fent, 
fo  it  is  no  wonder  to  fee  the  Church  and 
State  uniformly  of  one  accord,  in  keeping 
the  nation  in  that  abjeft  flate  of  flavery, 
ignorance  and  poverty,  on  which  their  own 
confervation  and  fecurity  depend.  Hence 
that  univerfal  appearance  of  apathy  and 
dejeftion,  traceable  even  in  the  face  of  the 
Portuguefe  peafant,  always  badly  fed,  and, 
for  the  moft  part,  fcorched  with  a  burning 
fun.  The  ill-treated  and  ufeful  labourer 
of  the  ground  is  fhrivelled  up  and  full  of 
wrinkles  at  thirty,  and  more  particularly 
the  perfons  of  the  female  fex,  dragging 
out  a  wretched  life  of  thirty  or  forty  years, 
with  every  mark  of  livid  old  age,  and  with 
the  appearance  of  walking  fpeftres. 

With  regard  to  the  miferable  fituation  of 
the  peafant  here,  I  am  afraid  it  too  nearly 
referables  that  of  the  fame  clafs  of  men  in 
our  own  country.  I  long  for  the  letter  you 
promifed  me  by  your  lafl,  in  which  you 
mention  there  was  a  fpirit  rifmg  in  the 
nation  it  had  never  fhewn  before,  which 

afforded 
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alForded  the  brighteft  profpeSl  of  eflFe£tirig 
their  emancipation  from  Britifli  fervittide  ; 
but  what  will  even  that  avail  us  ?  while 
inftead  of  fubftantial  fariners  and  a  well 
clothed  peafantry,  the  country  is  covered 
with  a  fet  of  wretched  hinds,  labouring 
under  all  the  complicated  misfortunes  which 
ever  accompany  indigence  and  oppreffioni 
^— Good  night. 


LET* 
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LETTER     XX. 


Port.0,  177-5 » 


Dear  BROxHtii^ 


S  I  was  fitting  down  to  continue  tlie 
account  of  our  obfervations  on  this  city  and 
different  parts  of  the  country  near  it,  your 
wifhed-for  epiflle  arrived  in  the  Conful's 
packet  from  Lifbon,  but,  on  perufal,  it  did 
not  contain  the  information  you  had  pro- 
mifed  me  f  efpe61ing  the  prefent  ftate  of  Ire- 
land, and  which  I  expected ;  though  indeed 
it  brought  an  anfwer  as  exphcit  as  I  could 
defire,  and  more  flattering  than  I  could  ex» 
peftj  to  a  queftion  I  put  to  you  particularly 
in  one  of  my  former  epiftles^  requefling  at 
the  fame  time  a  pun6tual  reply  to  it ;    I 
mean,  whether  or  not  my  method  of  com- 
municating to  you  from  hence  riiY  obfer- 
vations 
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Vations  on  this  country  was  to  your  fatis* 
faftion  ?  Your  approbation  of  my  preced- 
ing letters;  and  the  earneflnefs  with  which 
you  defire  1  would  continue  thcrri,  cannot 
fail  giving  me  great  encouragement  to  pro- 
ceed ;  but  I  confefs  I  am  much  at  a  lofs,  and 
knownothowl  am  to  comply  withthe  other 
part  of  your  requeft,  it  being  in  my  opinion 
a  matter  of  ferious  confideration. 

If  it  be  true  that  a  man  Ihould  think 
before  he  fpeaks,  and  think  twice  before  he 
writes,  he  ought  furely  to  refleft  maturely 
either  before  he  publidies  his  thoughts  to 
the  world,  or  confents  that  another  fliould 
do  it  for  him.  In  the  letters  I  have  hitherto 
written  )'ou  from  this  country,  I  certainly 
had  not  the  fmallefl  idea  of  their  being 
publifhed ;  fome  of  them  bear  the  evident 
marks  of  erafement  and  emendation,  and 
were  written  in  places  and  at  times  when 
it  was  not  poffible  to  colle6l  and  arrange 
my  thoughts  as  I  could  have  wilhed ;  I 
therefore  wrote  down  and  fent  you  thofe 
which  came  UDpermoR,  nor  fhail  I  now 

much 
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much  change  my  method,  whatever  be  the 
event ;  only  remmding  you,  that  if,  after 
what  I  fhall  fay,  you  ftill  refolve  to  pub- 
hfli  them,  it  muft  be  your  care  to  have 
them  drawn  out  after  the  mofL  acceptable 
manner. 

I  thinks  if  it  were  poffible  to  penetrate 
fo  far  as  to  difcover  the  real  motives  of 
the  almofl:  innumerable  publications  with 
which  your  London  prefs  is  daily  teeming, 
very  few  of  them  would,  I  believe,  be  found 
of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  entitle  them  to  the 
public  approbation  ;  for  my  own  part,  I 
cannot  imagine  any  motive  really  defer ving 
it,  excepting  that  of  public  utility. 

Vanity,  private  pique,  revenge,  hatred, 
nay  and  love  too,  attachment  to  a  fyftem., 
to  a  party,  or  an  hopothefis,  civil  and  reli- 
gious prejudices,  have  all  flimulated  their 
refpeftive  votaries  to  wield  the  pen,  and  to 
make  the  prefs  groan  with  their  various 
produftions,  without  paying  to  the  public 
the  deference  of  once  confidering  whether 

Vol.  L  B  b  they 
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they  would  be  either  entertained  or  in= 
llrufted  thereby. 

I  had  ahnofl  forgot  another  motive,  which 
is,  I  am  perfuaded,  a  very  cogent  one  among 
many  dalles  of  your  London  authors,  and 
that  is,  Bread :   but,  at  leafl,  of  this  laft 
motive,  I  think,  I  may  freely  prefume  to 
acquit  myfelf,  thanks  to  your  friendly  and 
brotherly  affeftion ;  and  I  may  certainly 
acquit  you  alfo,  for  however  folicitous  you 
otherwife  are  for  my  confent  to  your  pub- 
lifhing  my  letters,  )'0u  are  ftill  lefs  in  want . 
of  fuch   precarious    and    cafual    fupplies. 
You  infift  upon  a  pofitive  and  decifive 
anfwer ;  I  (hall  go  as  far  towards  fatisfying 
you  as  I  prudently  can,  by  the  following 
conditional  reply,  taking  fuch  a  refolution 
afterwards  as  you  fhall  fee  juft  caufe  to 
adopt. 

You  mull  be  confcious,  it  is  impoffible  for 
me  to  decide  upon  the  merit  or  demerit  of 
my  own  letters,  being  a  party  too  nearly 
concerned,  to  judge  impartially,  and  too 

much 
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much  biaffed  by  the  amour  propre  which 
rules  all  men,  and  too  frequently  leads 
them  aftray ;  for  a  hmilar  reafon,  I  am 
fenfible  many  faults  will  alfo  efcape  even  a 
difcerning  brother's  eye,  which  would  be 
evident  to  the  inveftigation  of  any  other 
fair  and  impartial  critic ;  you  ought  not, 
therefore,  on  the  prefent  occafion  to  con- 
fide in  your  own  judgment,  but  to  put  the 
letters  under  the  infpe6lion  of  two  or  three 
fenfible  difpaflionate  friends,  requefling 
their  candid  and  attentive  examination  and 
opinion  of  them,  at  the  fame  time  con- 
cealing from  them  all  knowledge  of  the 
writer;  by  this  means,  I  think,  you  will 
be  able  to  form  the  befl  eflimate  of  their 
real  merit  and  true  value. 

As  I  am  of  opinion  that  truth  ought  to 
be  the  firfl  and  great  recommendatory 
chara6teriflic  of  that  fort  of  writino-  which 

o 

ferves  to  convey  to  one  nation,  any  detail 
of  circumftances  by  which  they  are  to  form 
their  opinion  of  another,  fo  I  can  a\er, 
that  I  have  been  as  particularly  attentive  to 
B  b  2  introduce 
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introduce  nothing  I  had  not  every  reafon  to 
be  morally,  or  at  leaft,  hiflorically  certain 
of,  as  I  am  refolved  to  be  in  every  thing  I 
may  communicate  to  you  in  future.  The 
charafters  of  the  perfons  I  converfe  with  are 
public  and  well  known,  and  I  chufe  rather 
to  report  from  the  accounts  of  the  natives, 
or  of  other  perfons  of  reputation  eflablifhed 
in  and  well  acquainted  with  the  country, 
than  always  truft  to,  or  hazard  my  own 
obfervations,  which,  notwithflanding  my 
bell  endeavours,  are  much  more  fubjeft  to 
error  and  rniftake,  from  the  curfory  view 
I  am  obliged  to  take,  of  the  various  obje6ts- 
which  pafs  before  me. 

This  indifpenfable  article  of  veracity  once 
eflablifhed,  if  thefe  letters  (hall  otherwife 
be  found  to  contain  information  not  gene- 
rally known  to  the  Englifh  reader^  if  they 
ferve  to  make  him  better  acquainted  with 
the  charafter  and  manners  of  a  people^  fo 
intimately  connefted  with  England  by  com- 
merce, if  by  confidering  the  defpotic  nature 
of  the  Government  here,  and  the  artificial 

mifery 
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mifery  under  which  the  Clergy  and  Nobility 
(you  will  remark  I  name  the  Clergy  firft) 
make  the  great  body  of  the  people  groan  ; 
if,  by  comparing  their  fituation  with  their 
own,  only  a  dozen  Englifhmen  (hall  be  in- 
duced to  fet  a  higher  value  on  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  their  own  country,  and  the  mild  and 
liberal  nature  of  the  Government  under 
which  they  live  ;  if  the  examples  of  cruel 
opprelTions,  which  daily  happen  here  under 
the  direft  authority  or  fanftion  of  the 
throne,  can  ferve  to  make  Britons  prize 
that  liberty,  that  glorious  liberty,  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  man  to  deprive  them  of, 
while  they  aft  in  conformity  to  the  public 
and  eftablifhed  laws  of  their  country,  I 
may  fafely  venture  to  pronounce,  thefe  let- 
ters will  be  of  ufe.  Now,  my  dear  Charles, 
it  muft  be  your  particular  bufmefs  to  verify 
all  this  in  the  manner  I  have  hinted  above, 
and  to  proceed  to  publifh  or  not,  according 
to  the  refult  of  the  diligent  enquiries  you 
fhall  have  made. 

B  b  3  Though 
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Thougli  it  may  be  alledged  with  great 
appearance   of    reafon,    in   regard    to   a 
thorough   knowledge   of  the   inhabitants 
and  manners  of  this  great  peniniula ;  that 
the  number  of  Enghfli  refiding  at  Cadiz, 
LifDon,  and  in  this  place,  ought  to  be  well 
acquainted  v/ith  them  ;   yet  a  very  little 
experience  will  foon  evince  the  f^lacy  of 
fuch  a  conclufion  :  I  find  the  Englifh  mer- 
chants  here,  the  fame  I  found  them  at  Ca- 
diz, and  I  am  to  fuppofe,  they  are  the  fame 
at  Lilbon ;  a  worthy,  friendly  and  hofpi- 
table  fet  of  Gentlemen,  as  attentive  to  their 
counting-rooms  and  bufmefs,    every  day 
before  dinner,  as  they  are  to  their  dreffing, 
cards  and  other  amufements  in  the  evening;: 
many  of  them  have  been  tv/enty  or  thirty 
years  refident  in  tlie  country,  jGt  know  but 
a  few  words  of  the  language ;  if  they  take 
a  trip  into  any  part  of  the  country  on  a 
holiday,  it  is  in  parties  of  pleafure  with  the 
ladies,  to  fome  fpot  they  have  fixed  upon, 
>vdiither  they  fend  a  good  dinner  before - 

hand  J 
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■  hand ;  there,  they  dance,  eat  and  drink 
heartily,  play  at  cards,  and  then  return  in 
the  evening,  without  any  manner  of  com- 
munication with  the  inhabitants,  who,  by 
their  manners  and  appearance,  are  cer- 
tainly no  great  obje£ls  of  attraftion,  to  the 
generality  of  Engliflimen  ;  neither  have 
they  time,  even  if  they  had  the  inclination, 
to  fludy  the  country  they  live  in,  any  little 
moment  they  have  to  fpare  being  towards 
the  evening ;  and  then  the  cards^  the  eter- 
pal  cards  are  conftantly  at  hand  to  fwallow 
it  up. 

But  if  the  information  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain  hitherto,  where  we  have  only  feen 
the  interior  and  frontier  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, may  be  thought  to  merit  fome  atten- 
tion, it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  when 
we  arrive  at  the  capital,  we  fhall  meet  with 
objeds  ftill  more  interefling.  Indeed,  from 
the  account  Lord  Freeman  gives  me  now 
of  the  buhncfs  which  carries  him  there, 
and  of  its  particular  circumflances,  I  have 
jreafon  to  believe  he  will  find  it  a  more 
B  b  4  arduous 
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arduous  affair  than  he  expefts ;  for  a  man 
fo  much  in  love  as  he  appears  to  be,  is 
commonly  blind  to  every  thing  but  his 
favourite  objeft :  however,  I  am  refolved 
to  ftand  by  and  accompany  him,  as  long  as 
J  am  authorized  to  do  fo  by  the  propriety 
of  his  conduft  and  behaviour,  of  which 
(barring  the  violence  of  his  paffion)  I 
have  little  reafon  to  doubt, 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  I  mufl  men- 
tion an  objeclion  which  I  think  confiderable 
againft  publifliing  any  thing  of  mine  in 
London,  provided  my  information  is  ge-^ 
nuine,  of  which  you  will  be  a  more  com^ 
petent  judge,  as  being  on  the  fpot,  and  in 
a  condition  to  afcertain  the  truth  of  what 
has  been  frequently  told  me  at  Madrid,  by 
manv  EndiOi  Gentlemen  I  have  converfed 
with  there,  who  feemed  to  talk  avec  con-^ 
naijjance  de  ccviife  ;  for  fmce  I  have  been 
here  I  have  had  their  information  pretty, 
pearly  confirmed. 

I  underftand  there  are  in  London,  feveral 
|)odies  of  profeflTional  critics,  whofe  employ- 
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ment  it  is  to  afcertain  the  merits  or  deme- 
rits of  every  new  publication ;  and  wlio, 
publifliing  their  opinions  to  the  world  at 
ftated  periods,  can  hardly  fail  of  direfting, 
4n  fomxC  degree,  the  public  judgment,  if 
their  criticifms  are  found  by  experience  to 
be  dictated  with  candour  and  impartiality. 
Yet  there  muft  appear  many  publications 
in  London,  concerning  which,  I  fliould 
think,  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  thefc 
gentlemen  to  pronounce  with  propriety ; 
and  I  am  humbly  of  opinion,  thefe  very 
Letters  come  under  this  defcription :  for, 
without  having  been  in  this  country,  and 
unacquainted  as  they  muft  be  with  its  man- 
ners and  cuftoiiAs,  how  Vv^ill  it  be  poffibie 
for  them  to  decide  as  touching  the  veracity, 
or  propriety,  of  what  thefe  Letters  con- 
tain ?  And  this,  by  the  way,  may  be  one 
prefumptive  reafon  for  fuppofmg,  that  if 
you  fliould  publifli  them,  though  they  may 
not  be  ufhered  into  the  world,  fupported 
by  the  recommendatory  good  opinion  of 
thefe  gentlemen  on  the  one  hand,  )^et  they 

may 
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may  alfo  efcape  their  cenfure  on  die  other; 
unlefs  they  have  adopted  the  fame  refolu- 
tion  which  Do6lor  Tamponet  and  his  col- 
lea  £[ues  of  the  Sorbonne  did  in  their  criti- 

o  .... 

cifms  upon  Mr.  Marmontefs  Behfarius, 
The  ftory,  as  related  b}'  a  French  author 
of  great  reputation,  is  nearly  as  follows  : 

"  Father  Triboulet,  a  Doftor  of  the  Sor- 
bonne, was  drinking  in  Paris  in  what  you 
would  call  a  porter -houfe  in  London,  at 
the  fame  time  that  he  was  compofmg  fome 
eiTavs,  widi  the  affiftance  of  fome  books  of 
divinity  on  the  table  before  him,  young 
Mademoifelle  Fanchon,  the  alehoufe-keep- 
er's  daughter,  at  the  fame  time  keeping 
him  company,  when  they  heard  a  noife  in 
the  ftreet,  and  the  voices  of  Doftor  Tam^ 
ponet  and  of  Father  Bonhomme,  who  had 
high  words  together,  and  were  gathering  a 
mob  about  them  :  Mifs  Fanchon  put  her 
head  out  at  the  window — both  the  Doctors 
being  perfeclly  acquainted  with  her,  came 
in  alfo  to  drink. 

^'  Why 
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ff  Why  did  you  make  fuch  an  uproar  in 
the  flreet  ?    faid  httle   MiFs  Fanchon  to 
them.    Becaufe  we  cannot  agree  together, 
faid  Brother  Bonhomme.     Pray,  did  you 
ever  agree  together  in  the  Sorbonne  ?  faid 
Fanchon.    No,  rephed  Tamponet ;  but  we 
always  give  out  our  decrees,  and  decide  by 
the  plurahty  of  votes  how  the  univerfe 
ought  to  think.    But  if  the  univerfe  laughs 
at  you,  or  knows  nothing  at  all  about  it  ? 
faid  Fanchon.     So  much  the  worfe  for  the 
univerfcj  faid  Tamponet.     But  what  the 
D — ■ — 1  was  the  matter  ?    afl^ed  Fanchon. 
How  do  you  mean,  my  little  wench  ?  faid 
father  Triboulet ;  the  queflion  was,  to  know 
whether  the  man  who  fold  wine  in  this 
houfe  about  two   thoufand  years   ago  is 
faved  or  not  ?  That's  nothing  at  all  to  me, 
faid  Fanchon.     Nor  to   me  neither,  faid 
Doftor Tamponet ;  mais  ccrtainement  nous 
donnerons  un  decrc.tr 

The  queflion  with  me,  therefore,  w^ould 
be,  whether  it  is  more  advifeable  for  a  man 
to  expofe,  even  his  Hghteft  performances, 

to 
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to  the  feverity  of  wanton  criticifm  on  the 
one  hand,  or  on  the  other  to  pubhfh  thefe 
LetterSj  if  it  is  judged  the  public  are  Ukely 
to  reap  any  entertainment  or  inftru61ion 
from  them  ?  The  decifion  of  this  queftion 
I  leave,  as  above  mentioned,  entirely  iti 
yoiir  hands. 

In  my  next  I  (hall  continue  the  account 
of  our  obfervations  in  and  about  this  city 
and  neighbourhood,  having  refolved  to  de- 
dicate this  whole  epiftle  to  anfwer  fully  the 
fubje6l  of  your  lafl. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XXL 

Porto,  1779. 

Dear  Brother, 

X  HIS  Conful,  our  landlord  here,  is  a 
moft  uncommon  chara61er ;  and  when 
young,  had  been,  it  feems,  alfo  initiated  in 
the  myfteries  of  trade,  and  had  begun  in, 
perhaps,  as  fair  a  line  of  bufmefs  as  any 
other  young  man  in  London ;  but  the  at- 
tra6lions  of  a  life  of  dilTipation  in  that 
metropolis  had  more  chamis  for  his  youth ; 
and,  when  he  came  to  refle6l  a  little,  the 
univerfality  of  his  genius  was  not  to  be 
limited  by  the  trammels  of  commerce,  of 
which  he  retained  what  is  only  neceflary  for 
executing  the  office  of  Conful,  and  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  difcharges  it  with  all  the 
punduallty  and  care  of  a  man  of  honor,  it 

leaves 
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leaves  Iiim  time  fufiBcient  to  follow  the  bent 
of  his  own  natural  ^enius  and  inclination. 

His  attention  in  fatisfying  Lord  Free- 
man's curiolity  and  my  own,  in  all  our 
enquiries,  is  unabating  and  evidently  fpon- 
taneous ;  but  he  fays,  he  feels  himfelf  under 
a  fort  of  obligation  to  alTift  and  inftruft  our 
young  companion,  John  Carlos ;  for  the 
infatiable  deiire  he  expreffes  to  learn  and 
pry  into  every  objeft  fet  before  him,  with 
the  Rrong  retentive  faculty  the  Conful  foon 
remarked  in  him,  never  forgetting  anything 
he  once  faw  and  confidered  thoroughly,  * 
infpired  the  Conful,  if  poflible,  w^ith  more 
fatisfa&ion  in  teachino;  him  than  the  other 
had  to  learn.  John  Carlos  was  acquainted 
only  with  common  arithmetic,  the  Conful 
put  a  Simpfon's  Euclid  into  his  hands,  ex- 
plaining to  him  what  he  thought  neceffary 
for  a  lad  wdio  had  before  no  notion  of  fuch 
a  ftudy  ;  but  the  eagernefs  with  which  he 
learned  the  different  problems  and  theo- 
rems, apLonifiied  even  the  Conful,  who  had 
alread)'  formed  a  very  advantageous  opi» 

nion 


SOCIETY    AND    MANNERS.     3^3 

nion  of  the  young  man's  capacity.  The 
Conful  told  us  in  confidence,  he  was  a  fur-^ 
prifing  genius,  aiking  where  we  had  picked 
him  up  ?  we  told  him  all  we  knew  of  him, 
which  indeed  was  very  little,  and  that  fmce 
we  have  been  here,  the  young  fellow  has 
told  us  how  infinitely  he  was  obliged  to  the 
Conful  for  teaching  him,  how  much  he 
revered  and  refpefted  him,  and  how  much 
he  envied  his  Galician  boy  the  happinefs  of 
living  with  him,  often  wifliing  himfelf  in 
his  place.  In  all  the  excurfions  we  make 
with  the  Conful  and  other  company,  we 
can  never  perfuade  this  young  fellow  to 
accompany  us ;  his  conftant  anfwer  is,  that 
he  has  feen  enough  of  the  country,  and 
not  half  enough  of  the  Conful's  library,  in 
which  he  labours  almojR:  night  and  day ; 
he  is  at  the  Conful's  bed-fide  early  every 
morning  to  afk  queflions,  and  receive  new 
direftions  how  he  is  to  go  on,  for  the  fear 
of  foon  lofmg  fuch  a  fituation,  by  Lord 
Freeman's  going  to  Lilbon,  makes  him 
redouble  his  diligence  and  apphcation  ;  he 

was 
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was  delighted  when  the  Conful  fliewed  hiiil 
the  ufe  of  Euchd's  elements,  of  trigone-' 
metry,  geometry,  geography,  &c.  when 
applied  to  pratiice.  All  this  is  to  him  a 
perfeftly  new  difcovered  country,  and  he 
appears  to  be  enchanted  with  the  flriking 
ciearnefs  of  mathematical  demonflration. 
and  I  doubt  not  he  will  make  a  figure  in 
that  line,  if  he  is  furniflied  with  the  means 
of  profecuting  it  to  advantage. 

The  day  after  our  arrival  here,  the  Conful 
carried  us  to  pay  our  refpefts  to  the  Chief 
Governor  of  the  city  and  diflrift  of  PortOj 
which  comprehends  fome  leagues  round  it, 
of  the  neighbouring  country ;  his  Excel- 
lency is  coufni  to  the  late  Minifler,  who  had 
united  in  his  perfon  the  civil  and  military 
power,  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  as  he  is 
a  Lieutenant-General  in  the  fervice,  and 
Regent  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Juftice 
eftabliflied  here,  from  which  there  is  no  ap- 
peal but  to  that  of  Lifl:)on  :  His  Excellency 
is  verv  old,  and  worn  down  almoft  to  a  fke- 
leton,  has  a  fmall  feeble  perfon,  but  a  mon- 

flrous 
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ftrous  prominent  eagle  nofe  ;  he  frequent- 
ly laments  the  fms  or  rather  the  fm  of  his 
youth ;  for>  in  the  way  of  perfonal  excefs 
the  people  of  this  country  know  but  one, 
and  fays,  it  is  that  which  has  reduced  him 
fo  terribly ;  Jie  is  of  a  weak  capacity,  and 
no  talents,  but  means  wtII,  and  w^ifhes  to 
carry  on  the  bufmefs  of  his  government  with 
impartiality,  does  all  the  good  he  can,  and 
never  hurts  any  one,  though  he  has  it  often 
in  his  power ;  and  this  is  is  a  rare  and  moft 
praife-worthy  quality  in  this  Gentleman, 
inafmuch  as  it  is  the ,  leading  principle  in 
moft  of  the  Portuguefe,  when  vefted  with 
authority,  to  exert  it  all  in  doing  as  much 
harm  to  others  as  they  can.  Remember 
the  Conful  is  my  author,  and  he  has  thirty 
years  acquaintance  with  the  country. 

His  Lady  is  now  alfo  well  advanced  in 
years,  but  reckoned  fenfible  and  polite ;  flie 
is  tall,  has  been  handfome,  and  literally 
paints  up  to  the  ears,  or  rather  (lie  paints 
ears  and  all,  for  I  obferved  them  the  other 
evening  of  as  high  a  colour  as  her  cheeks, 

Vo  L.  L  C  c  to 
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to  foften  which  there  is  a  fprinkUng  of 
powder  daubed  over  the  whole  face  after- 
wards ;  (lie  has  been  very  well  (haped,  and 
is  ftill  foj  confidering  the  number  of  chil» 
dren  (he  has  given  to  three  hufbands,  to 
v/hom  fhe  has  been  fucceflively  married, 
as  fhe  was  much  fought  after,  as  well  on 
account  of  her  perfonal  qualifications,  as  of 
her  noble  birth  ;   but  it  is  unlucky  that, 
even  in  this  country  of  ignorance,  lubricity 
and  (loth,  all  the  children  this  Lady  has  born 
and  educated,  which  are  above  twent)%  are 
remarkable,   the  males  for  an   invincible 
ilupidity  and   foolifli  fort  of  doltilhnefs, 
which  bid  defiance  to  all  the  efforts  of 
mailers  and  teachers ;  and  as  for  the  fe- 
males, they  are  noticed,  even  here,  for  a 
decided  turn  to  gallantry  ;  and  as,  by  this 
Lady*s  prevailing  interefi,  her  fons  are  all 
decorated  with  refpeclable  employments  in 
the  Church,  the  Law,  or  the  Army,  their 
want  of  brains  becomes  fo  much  the  more 
confpicuous,  and  has  procured  the  worthy- 
old  Lady  from  the  malicious  part  of  her 

countrymen 
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tblinttyraen  the  indecent  epithet  of  the 
Breeder  of  Afles; 

Be  that  as  it  may,  Lord  Fr^em^n  is  ge- 
nerally of  her  Whift  party  of  an  evening ; 
and  when  we  do  not  ride  into  the  country 
in  the  forenoon,  we  perambulate  fome  part 
of  the  city  with  the  Conful.  We  vifited  the 
great  Cathedral  Church,  which  is  an  old  ex- 
tenfive  building,  without  fymmetry,  and 
confifls  of  many  additional  pieces,  patched 
up  together,  without  defign,  and  put  down 
in  a  fite  where  it  would  be  impoffible  to  fee 
its  beauties,  if  it  had  any,  a  circumftance 
indeed  rather  favourable,  confidering  its 
prefent  deformities.     We  entered  another 
new  Church  without  the  walls  of  the  citv, 
called   (I   think  ironically)    of  the  poor 
Clergy,  with  a  very  tall,  ill-proportioned 
ileeple,  which  has  been  raifed  at  a  vaft  ex- 
pence  ;  the  infide  of  the  Church  is  equally 
ornamented  with  a  profufion  of  carving 
and  gilding,  without  the  fhadow  of  tafte 
or  arrangement.     Lord  Freeman  obferved 
to  the  Conful,  that  large  fums  mud  have 
C  c  2  been 
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been  expended  on  fuch  a  fabric,  and  en- 
quired how  they  were  raifed  ?  By  chari- 
table contributions,  faid  the  Conful.  We 
next  came  to  the  Church  of  the  bare-foot- 
ed Carmehtes,  a  new  building  alfo;  the 
whole  frontifpiece  of  which  was  covered 
with  carving  in  flone,  but  in  the  fame  bad 
tafte ;  the  pediment  (if  it  deferves  the  name) 
was  crowned  with  three  monllrous  and  ill- 
proportioned  figures,  reprefenting  Faith, 
Hope  and  Charity :  the  infide  of  this  Church 
contained  thirteen  different  Altars,  all  very 
nchly  ornamented  up  to  the  very  roof,  but 
in  the  moll  wretchedly  uniform  bad  taile ; 
on  entering,  it  appeared  to  be  entirely  a 
blaze  of  gold  and  painting.  Here  again 
there  has  been  a  monllrous  expenditure  of 
mone}',  faid  Lord  Freeman,  and  I  fuppofe 
this  Convent  mufl:  have  a  fubflantial  re- 
venue. Charitable  contributions  form  all 
their  revenue,  faid  the  Conful. 

We  now  entered  the  great  Francifcan 
Convent,  almoit  oppofite  the  Confufs^own 
houfe;  it  is  likewife  a  new  building,,  part 

of 
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of  it  yet  unfiniflied,  and  confifls  of  two 
large  fquares  of  four  ftories  high,  with  a 
fpacious  and  well-lighted  Corridor  in  the 
middle  of  each,  and  the  Cells  of  the  Fryars 
are  on  each  fide,  to  the  number  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty.  As  foon  as  it  was  per- 
ceived the  Britifh  Conful,  fo  well  known 
to  all  of  them,  had  entered  their  houfe,  he 
was  immediately  attended  by  a  crowd  of 
the  reverend  Gentlemen,  the  Father  Guar- 
dian himfelf  did  him  that  honor,  and,  by 
his  prefence,  made  the  others  keep  at  a 
refpeftable  diftance  ;  he  was  a  tall  flout 
man,  with  a  pair  of  fpeftacles  fixed  before 
two  goggle  eyes,  by  a  thread  from  them 
palled  behind  his  ears;  his  thick  yellow 
cordon,  with  five  large  knots  upon  it,  in 
commemoration  of  the  five  wounds  of 
Chrifl,  was  paffed  round  his  habit,  almoft 
under  his  arm-pits,  and  he  was  condantly 
pulling  it  up  towards  his  chin  before.  He 
gave  the  Conful  a  hearty  embrace,  expref- 
fing  how  rejoicexJ  he  was  to  fee  him  ;  that 
C  c  3  he 


ofjo  SKETCHES    OF 

he  wiilied  for  fome  more  of  his  advice  and 
direftions  in  finifhins;  the  buildings  of  die 
Gon^'entJ  which  he  faid  he  was  now  afraid  ■- 
would  pQt  be  concluded  widiin  his  trien^ 
nial  adminiftration,  which  he,  for  his  owi^ 
part,  wiflied  was  already  at  an  end,  that  he 
might  be  at  reft,  and  return  again  to  the 
quiet  enjoyment  of  his  little  Cell ;  that  h@ 
believed  Chriftian  Charity  had  taken  her 
flight  from  hence ;    that  the  Fryars  now 
brought  him  little  mOre  than  was  necelTary 
for  the  daily  fubhftence  of  the  Convent ; 
that  the  new  buildings  muft  certainly  flop ; 
that  with  the  charge  of  fuch  a  numerous 
Convent,  he  had  not  a  moment  in  which 
he  might  think  of  his  own  falvatian ;  that 
he  muft  be  conftantlv  on  the  watch,   to 
prevent  the  young  Fryars  from  rambling, 
and  to  fend  the  old  ones  abroad  to  preach, 
exhort,  abfolve,  and  bring  back  charities 
to  the  community  ;  that  between  the  s:ad- 
ding  difpofttion  of  the  young  Fr)'ars  and 
the  lazinefs  qf  the  old,  his  Choir  v/as  never- 
more 
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more  than  half  full ;  and  that  therefore 
the  daily  fervice  of  God  and  of  his  Saints 
was  negle6led. 

The  Conful  condoled  with  him  in  his  pi- 
ous labours,  and  encouraged  him  to  proceed 
in  the  fame  with  refolution ;  affuring  him, 
he  was  convinced  it  was  by  the  interpofition 
of  the  feraphic  St.  Francis  himfelf,  that  his 
Reverence  had  been  called  to  fuch  a  perilous 
and  difficult  charge,  in  fuch  critical  times, 
and  that  nothing  lefs  than  his  profound 
judgment  and  capacity  could  be  equal  to 
fuch  a  tafk.  This  lail  compliment  feemed 
to  tickle  his  Reverence  exceedingly,  and 
with  it  we  took  our  leaves. 

On  coming  away,  Lord  Freeman  obferved 
engraved  over  the  great  gate  of  the  Convent 
in  capital  gilt  letters,  and  in  the  Portuguefe 
language,  the  w^ords  w^hereof  the  following 
is  the  exa6l  tranflation  :  '^  The  Virgin  our 
Lady  was  conceived  and  born  immaculate 
and  without  original  Sin,"  and  afked  the 
Conful  the  meaning  of  that  fentence  being 
engraved  there?  the  Conful  anfwered  him 
C  c  4  tirft 
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foft  by  obferving,  "  that  he  mud  have  re- 
marked both  in  Spain  and  here,  that  almofl; 
the  whole  devotion  of  the  people  is  direfted 
to  the  Virgin  Mary  and  the  other  Saints, 
and  very  little  either  to  God  the  Father  or 
Son  ;  and  that,  though  two  rival  and  very 
refpeftable  Orders  of  Religious  affeft  to  be 
both  great  worfhippers  of  the  Virgin,  yet 
from  an  Efprit  de  Corps,  they  differ  effential- 
ly  in  what  is  conlidered  as  a  moft  material 
point ;  You  muff  know,  my  Lord,  (con- 
tinued the  Conful)  that  after  the  foolifli Im- 
piety of  Neflorius  had  bred  a  fchifm  in  the 
Church,  by  dividing  Chrift  into  two  diflinft 
perfons,  making  tw-o  Sons,  and  denying 
him  who  was  born  of  Mary  to  be  God,  the 
Church,  in  order  to  inculcate  the  Catholic 
truth  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  made  often 
mention  of  the  Virgin,  both  in  the  Eafl  and 
Weft,  in  this  (hort  form  of  wordsj  in  Greek, 
Muplci  GeoTo/©^',  or,  Mary  mother  of  God : 
This  being  originally  introduced  only  in 
honor  of  Chrift,  and  in  fupport  of  the  or- 
thodox doftrine,  became  gradually  applied 

i^ 
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in  honor  of  the  Mother,  and  finally  to  her 
alone ;  and  about  the  middle  of  the  eleventh 
century,  a  daily  Office  was  inftituted  to  the 
Virgin,  and  in  the  hundred  years  next  fol- 
lowing, her  worfhip  encreafed  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  (he  had  divine  honors  paid  to  her, 
among  which  was  attributed  to  her  a  total 
exemption  from  original  fm,  and  confe- 
quently  from  (liaring  of  its  bad  efFe6ls« 
About  the  year  1136,  the  Canons  of  Ly- 
ons had  the  zeal  and  affurance  to  bring  it 
into  their  Ecclefiaftical  Office ;  and  St.  Ber- 
nard, who  was  otherwife  a  great  flickler  for 
the  Virgin,  wrote  to  thofe  Canons,  inveigh- 
ing againft  fuch  a  praftice,  and  reprehend- 
ing them  feverely  for  introducing  a  dange- 
rous novelty  without  reafon,  or  any  exam- 
ple from  antiquity.  The  next  century  pro- 
duced the  Schoolmen,  both  among  the 
Francifcans  and  Dominicans,  who,  in  their 
writings,  were  unanimous  in  refuting  this 
new  do6lrine  of  the  immaculate  conception 
of  the  Virgin,  till  about  the  year  1300,  when 
John  Duns  Scotus  arofe,  and  fupported  it; 

and 
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and  being  a  famous  Divine,  his  do8:rine  was 
followed  b)^  the  Francifcans,  who  fiiortly 
afterwardsj  affirmed  the  doiftrine  of  the  im- 
maculate conception  to  be  abfolutely  true ; 
which  Scotus  had  made  out  only  as  pofli- 
ble,  and  probable^  under  this  doubtful  con- 
dition, '  if  it  be  not  repugnant  to  the  ortho- 
dox faith.'  The  Dominicans,  on  the  other 
hand,  oppofed  it  flrongly,  ar)d  followed  St. 
Thomas,  of  Aquinas,  then  famous  for  his 
Icholaflic  learning,  and  for  both  hjm  and 
his  dofitrine  beingcar^onized  by  Pope  John 
the  Twenty -fecond,  to  deprefs  an,d  mortify 
the  Francifcans,  who  moftly  adhered  to  the 
Emperor  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  whom  that  Pope 
had  exconimunicated ;  however,  the  popu- 
lar fhew  of  piety  and  devotion  has  m.ade  the 
Francifcan  opinion  go  through,  fupported 
as  it  was  by  the  Univerfity  of  Paris,  then 
famous,  and  afterwards  .approved  by  the 
Council  of  Bazil.  The  Dominicans  have 
been  obliged,  almoft  ever  fmce,  to  obferve 
a  cautious  filence  on  tliis  important  article j 
whatever  they  may  believe  in  their  Con- 
vents 


SOCIETY   AND    MANNERS.     39^, 

vents  concerning  it ;    and  the  Francifcans 
triumphed,  when  they  found  that  King 
John  the  Fourth  of  Portugal,  and  the  firil 
of  the  houfe  of  Bragan^a,  was  fuch  a  De- 
votee of  the  Virgin,  that,  when  he  affem- 
bled  the  Cortes  in  1646,  he  publicly  took 
her  for  Prote^lrefs  of  his  kingdom,  making 
it  tributary  to  her  in  the  fum  of  fifty  cruzar 
does  yearly ;  and  on  the  25th  of  March, 
of  the  fame  year,  he  fwore  to  and  declared 
authentically,  the  immaculate  conception  of 
the  Virgin  Mary,  making  all  his  fubje6ls 
do  the  fame,  and  notifying  to  the  Univer- 
fities  of  the  kingdom,  that  aU  the  .{ludents, 
before  adraiffion  to  any  degree,  (hould  fwear 
they  would  defend  that  myfteiy ;  fo  that  ex- 
clufive  of  the  Dominicans,  it  is  now  univer- 
fally  ejR:abHfhed  here  as  an  article  of  faith." 

By  the  time  the  Conful  had  got  to  the 
end  of  his  hiftorical  information,  we  had 
reached  the  library,  and  found  it  was  now 
time  to  drefs  for  dinner.  Next  Ordinary 
you  fhall  hear  more  of  our  peregrinations. 
Adieu. 

LET- 
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Porto,  i7;9. 

Dear  Brother^ 

i  O  walk  much  about  this  city,  is,  I  af- 
fure  you,  rather  a  violent  exercife ;  not  one 
ftreet  in  it  being  upon  a  level,  excepting 
that  where  the  mod  part  of  the  Englifh 
inhabit;  all  the  others  confift  of  afcents  and 
defcents,  feme  of  them  fo  fteep  as  to  make 
it  very  difficult  for  any  fort  of  wheel  car- 
riage to  get  on  ;   for  which  reafon,  litters 
carried  between  a  a  couple  of  ilout  mules 
are  more  in  ufe  here,  and  a  much  fafer  con- 
veyance.    Paffing  by  the  great  Francifcan 
Convent  in  our  walk  this  morning,  I  ob- 
ferved  to  the  Confui  that  I  fuppofed  it 
was  alfo  built  by  charitable  contributions, 
which   he   anfwered    in    the    affirmative. 

Lord 
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Lord  Freeman  was  entering  into  a  difcuITion 
of  this  fpecies  of  charity,  which  induced  peo- 
ple to  lavifh  their  money  in  ufelefs  and  ex- 
penfive  buildings,  when  we  arrived  at  a  new 
and  very  extenfive  one,  not  much  more  than 
begun ;  it  was  to  confift  of  a  fquare  of  above 
560  Englifh  feet  each  front ;  theConful  led 
us  into  a  fmall  houfe  adjoining,  and  (hewed 
us  the  plans,  profiles  and  elevations  of  the 
building,  which,  he  faid,  had  been  defigned 
by  an  Architect,  an  old  fchoolfellow  of  his 
own  in  Englland,  and  had  been  examined 
by  his  Majeily  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
who,  he  faid,  was  an  excellent  judge  ;  that 
it  was  intended  for  a  general  Hofpital,  but 
was  an  undertaking  much  too  immenfe  for 
fuch  a  place  as  this,  and  would  better  ferve 
the  purpofe  of  a  general  Infirmary  for  Lon- 
don orLifbon ;  that,  in  the  little  of  it  which 
was  executed,  th^y  had  already  departed 
very  materially  from  the  original  defign, 
and  made  many  alterations  for  the  worfe ; 
that  it  had  been  begun  about  twelve  years 
ago,  that  the  fund  afiigned  for  carrying  it 

on. 
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on,  did  not  afford  above  a  thoufand  pounds 
llerling  yearly^  and  that  there  was  no  great 
danger  of  its  ever  being  finiflred,  while  Por- 
tugal remained  in  its  prefent  precarious 
lituation,  for  that  the  whole  eftimate  of  the 
expence  had  been  laid  at  about  300,000 
pounds  fieri  ing. 

As  we  were  on  our  way  home,  we  pafT-^ 
ed  by  another  large  maflive  building,  very 
hidi.  with  (Irons;  iron  sfrates  and  bars  be* 
fore  all  the  window^s ;  this  the  Conful  in- 
formed us,  was  the  Tribunal  of  the  High 
Court  of  Juflice  for  the  City,  and  all  the 
Northern  Provinces  of  the  Kingdom.  Lord 
Freeman  obferved,  that  he  did  not  think  it 
was  the  mod  favorable  indication  of  diflri- 
butive  juflice,  to  fee  fuch  ample  accommo- 
dation made  for  criminals  and  prifoners  ; 
a?id  feeing  fuch  a  number  of  wretches  de- 
prived of  their  liberty,  he  afked,  if  there 
was  any  fuch  thing  as  a  jail  delivery  from 
time  to  time ;  fo  that  the  gibbet,  the  gal- 
leys and  the  plantations  might  have  their 
due,  and  the  innocent  their  libert)^  ?  The 

Confui 
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Conful  aflured  us  there  was  no  fuch  thing, 
that,  in  almoft  all   civil   fuits  and  litiga- 
tions, fentences  were  obtained  in  favor  of 
that  party  which  could  mufter  the  moft 
powerful  Empenhos,^re{QiVmg  only  the  ex- 
terior forms  and  appearance  of  juftice,  and 
thefe,  for  evident  reafons,  were  duly  ex- 
ecuted; that,  in  criminal  procefles,  when 
the  truth  is  even  come  at,  and  the  fentence 
duly  pafled,  it  is  feldom  or  never  put  in 
execution,  unlefs  indeed  when  a  culprit  is 
declared  innocent,  for  then  with  a  fmall 
Empenho  he  commonly  obtains  his  liberty ; 
and  when  even  capitally  convifted,  he  can 
by  the  fame  means  obtain  an  eternal  pro- 
rogation of  the  execution  of  the  fentence. 
Pray,  Conful  (faid  Lord  Freeman),  explain 
to  Us,  once  for  all,  what  is  the  meaning  and 
nature  of  an  Empenho,  for  I  believe  we 
have  no  word  to  correfpond  with  it  in  Eng- 
lifh,  and  much  depends  on  rightly  under- 
{landing  it.     The  Conful  replied,  that  he 
judged  very  properly  ;  that  he  would  firft 
give  us  a  definition  of  the  word,  and  then 

illuflrate 
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illuflrate  it  by  one  example  out  of  ftum-' 
berSj  which  had  pafTed  under  his  own  eyes 
and  knowledgre. 

"  An  Empenho  (continued  the  Conful) 
is  the  aft,  whereby  a  perfon  in  habits  of 
friendfhip  or  intimate  acquaintance  with 
another,  invefled  with  power  or  authority, 
interpofes  earneftly  with  him  in  favor  of  a 
third  perfon,  mod  conimonly  a  worthlefs, 
undefcrving  fubjeft,  in  order  to  procure 
for  him,  againft  Charity,  Reafon  and  Juf- 
tice,  forae  fpecial  favor  he  does  not  de- 
ferve  ;  or  to  avert  the  impofition  of  thofe 
pains  and  penakies,  whatever  they  be,  he 
in  the  courfe  of  jullice  has  incurred,  and 
is  become  hable  to  by  the  law. 

*'  Now  for  the  firfl  example  which  occurs 
to  me,  and  which  will  alfo  enable  you  to 
form  forae  idea  of  what  the  point  of  honor 
is  held  to  be  in  this  country.  Two  coufin- 
germans  of  this  province  of  the  entre  Douro 
e  Minho^  both  men  of  fome  property,  one 
a  widower,  living  upon  his  eftate,  with  a 
maiden  filler  he  had  to  take  care  of  his  fa-= 

mily ; 
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mily ;  the  other  an  Officer  in  a  Regiment 
of  Infantry,  (whereof  a  moft  worthy  friend 
of  mine^  now  dead,  was  Colonel)  enter- 
tained a  violent  jealoufy  of  each  other,  on 
account  of  a  lady,  to  whom  they  both 
made  pretenlions ;  this  jealoufy  arofe  to 
fuch  a  degree  of  frantic  rage  in  the  breaft 
of  the  widower,  that  he  went  out  one  day, 
prepared  and  well  accompanied  by  fer- 
vants,  and  meeting  his  coufm  the  Officer, 
ordered  him  to  be  feized  and  in  his  pre- 
fence  horfe-whipped,  by  a  negro  (lave  he 
brought  with  him  for  the  purpofe  ;  the 
Officer  being  without  arms  and  unpro- 
vided againft  fuch  an  attack,  after  receiv- 
ing the  ftripes,  laid  hold  of  his  own  beard, 
and  told  him  he  ffioujd  certainly  pay  him 
for  fuch  an  atrocious  infult ;  the  widower, 
who  perfeftly  underftood  the  meaning  of 
the  expreffion,  left  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try for  above  three  years,  retiring  into  the 
kingdom  of  Galicia,  after  which,  think- 
ing his  coufin's  paffion  mud  be  in  fome 
degree  fubfided,  he  returned  to  his  eflate. 
Vol,  L  D  d  never 
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never  venturing  however  abroad  but  in 
tlie  fame  litter  with  his  filter,  not  fuppofmg 
anv  Cavalier  would  be  rude  enous;h  to 
attack  him  in  the  company  of  a  lady ; 
mean  time  the  Officer,  from  the  time  he 
was  horfe-whipped,  never  appeared  more 
in  the  Regiment,  never  heard  Mafs,  nor 
fnaved  his  beard^  having  folemnly  fworn 
to  do  neither  of  the  three,  till  he  had 
taken,  what  is  here  reckoned,  fatisfaftion 
for  fuch  an  affront ;  he  w^as  all  the  while 
ikulking  about  the  country,  difguifed  in  a 
hermit's  drefs,  and  having  found  his  coufin 
was  returned  to  his  country-houfe,  he  got 
together  fome  companions,  and  waylaid 
him  at  a  crofs-road,  near  his  own  houfe, 
as  he  was  returning  to  it  one  evening, 
with  his  fifter  in  the  litter,  which  he  flop- 
ped, and  telling  the  lady  he  had  fome 
fmall  bufniefs  with  her  brother,  moft  po- 
litely dehred  her  to  alight ;  which  fhe  hav- 
ing done,  he  took  a  piflol  from  his  fleeve 
and  applied  it  to  his  couhn's  forehead, 
and  after  difcharging  the  contents,  drag- 
ged 
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ged  him  out  of  tlie  littfer,  and  difcharged 
another  through  his  heart,  as  he  lay  wel- 
tering in  his  blood :  this  being  done,  he 
afked  a  thoufand  pardons  of  the  ladv,  for 
havings:  fo  far  incommoded  her,  and  beo;- 
gedtoknov/,  whither  (lie  wifhed  to  be  con- 
duced ?  file  fi sonified  a  dehre  to  retire  to 
a  Convent,  about  ten  miles  from  where 
the  cataftrophe  happened,  where  flie  had 
an  only  filler  a  Nuii^  and  the  Officer,  like 
a  gallant  Cavalier,  condu6led  and  lodged 
her  fafely  with  her  fifter. 

"  This  done,  he  returned  to  his  Recri- 
ment,  reported  himfelf  again  fit  for  duty, 
dreflbd  and  appeared  upon  the  parade  as 
ufual ;  and  the  rumour  of  this  cowardly 
affaflination  going  abroad,  he  was  very 
far  from  denying  it,  and  all  the  Nobility 
about,  and  men  of  honor,  juftified  and 
applauded  the  aclion,  faying,  it  was  the 
ieafl  a  man  of  birth  and  credit  could  do  to 
vindicate  his  reputation. 

"  Mean  time,  my  friend,  the  Colonel  of 

his  Regiment  J  received  the  whole  procefs 

D  d  2  »f 
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of  the  murder,  with  the  examination  of 
the  witnefles  in  form,  and  the  flatement 
of  all  the  circumftances  tending  to  prove 
the  crime  committed,  to  which  the  Civil 
Magiflrate  of  the  diftrift  is  by  law  enjoin- 
ed to  proceed,  within  a  fixed  time  after  he 
has  notice  of  the  fame  ;  and,  if  the  delin- 
quent is  of  the  Army,  the  Magiftrate  then 
remits  the  procefs,  duly  figned  and  fealed, 
to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regi- 
ment he  belongs  to,  in  order  to  his  being 
there  tried  by  a  Court-martial,  according 
to  the  articles  of  war. 

"  As  foon  as  it  was  known  here  that 
the  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  had  received 
the  procefs,  a  Nobleman  of  this  city,  with 
whom  I  am  well  acquainted,  of  a  good 
eftate,  of  confiderable  influence,  and  re- 
lated to  feveral  of  the  firfl  families  at 
Court,  and  who  well  knew  the  intimate 
footing  I  was  upon  with  the  fame  Colonel, 
came  to  me,  and  requefted  a  ftrong  letter 
of  Empenho  to  the  Colonel,  defiring  that 
he  w^ould   by  no    means   proceed   to  a 

Court- 
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Court-martial  againfl  fuch  a  Subaltern  of 
the  Regiment ;  and  telling  me  the  whole  af- 
fair, concluded  by  faying  the  Subaltern 
was  a  Nobleman,  that  he  had  behaved  in 
the  affair  as  he  would  have  done  himfelf, 
and  moreover,  that  he  was  nearly  related 
to  his  wife,  who  joined  in  defiring  the 
fame  favor  of  me.  I  knew  it  was  totally 
in  vain  to  argue  the  matter  with  him,  fo 
flrong  are  their  prejudices,  and  fo  rooted 
in  their  miftaken  notions  of  courage  and 
honor ;  however,  I  could  not  help  telling 
him  my  own  opinion  of  it,  which,  I  affured 
him,  would  alfo  be  that  of  my  friend  the 
Colonel  ;  that  I  looked  upon  it  as  the 
bafefl  and  mofl:  cow^ardly  fpecies  of  deli- 
berate murder,  to  attack  a  man  riding 
peaceably  about,  within  his  own  domain, 
without  arms,  and  without  apprehenhon 
of  danger ;  that  fuch  a  fellow  ought  to  be 
hunted  from  fociety,  as  a  creature  much 
more  mifchievous  than  a  mad  dog,  a  fer- 
pent,  or  any  other  noxious  animal ;  and 
that  I  was  certain,  were  I  to  write  fifty 
D  d  3  letters 
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letters  of  Empenho  to  my  friend,  they 
would  be  of  no   avail  ;    for  that  I  well 
knew,  lie  would  do  his  duty,  and  execute 
the  ^Habl-ifhed  laws  of  the  land,  in  what- 
e^^er  regarded  his  particular,  efpecially  in 
a  cafe  fo  clear  as  the  prefent,  though  he 
faw  deftru^tion  and  the  gates  of  Hell  open 
before  his  eyps.    The  Nobleman  anfwered 
rne  very  coolly  and  deliberately,    ''  Mr. 
Conful,  (faid  lie)  I  know  you  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  culloms,  the  manners^ 
and  even  the  prejudices  of  this  country^ 
and  every  country  has  its  prejudices.    You 
know  that  thpre  is  no  r^^luhng  a  letter  of 
EmpenliQ,  even  to  ^  beggar,  and  much 
lefs  to  a  perfon  of  my  rank  and  connec- 
tions ;   that,  fuppofing  my  v/ife's  relation 
to  be  really  the  wretch  you  would  make 
liim,  he  has  for  that  very  reafon  the  more 
need  of  proteclion  from  perfons  in  autho- 
rity; that  a  man  of  virtue  and  probity  has 
proteftion  iufficient  in  his  own  characfer  ; 
after  I  once  grant  my  Intereft  and  protec- 
tion to  a  crimincU  even  of  the  blacked 

dye, 
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dye,  the  queflion  runs  no  more  upon  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  that  criminal ;  but 
it  is  whether  or  not  my  authority  is  to  be 
regarded  and  refpe6led  by  the  perfon  I 
apply  to,  and  in  whole  power  it  is  to  pro- 
tcdi  that  criminal  from  the  rigour  of  juftice 
and  the  law  ?" 

"  Infomuch  then,  (replied  I  to  him) 
that  my  friend  the  Colonel,  to  oblige  you, 
and  (hew  his  refpecl  for  you,  muft  expcfe 
himfelf  to  the  jull  animadverhon  of  the 
military  laws,  by  neglefting  a  mod  effen- 
tial  part  of  his  duty ;  or,  he  mufl  offend 
you  grievoufly  if  he  complies  with  it? 
Mod  certainly  (returned  the  Nobleman). 
In  that  cafe,  Sir,  (faid  I)  after  the  characler 
I  have  given  you  of  my  friend,  I  leave  you 
to  judge  on  what  part  he  will  mod:  readily 
decide.  No  matter,  (anfwered  he)  give  me 
the  letter  for  him  I  afk  of  you ;  the  reft 
will  be  at  his  peril,  and  an  affair  to  be  dif- 
fuffed  between  him  and  me.  I  accordingly 
oave  him  the  letter,  affurins^  him  acrain 
it  would  be  of  no  manner  of  ufe.  This," 
D  d  4  Gentle- 


4o8  SKETCHES    OF 

Gentlemenj  is  a  true  and  home  example 
of  the  nature  of  an  Empenho." 

I  have  not  time  at  prefent  to  piake  re- 
marks, which  I  may  do  on  fome  future 
occafion,  upon  this  extraordinary  bufmefs 
of  Empenhos  here  ;  only,  by  what  I  findj 
they  are  the  ruin  of  every  thing,  and  pre- 
vent every  fort  of  bufmefs  from  being  car- 
ried on  as  it  ought  to  be.     Good  night. 


LET. 
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LETTER     XXIIL 

PortQ,  1779, 

Pear  Brother^ 

JL  Endeavour  to  divert  my  excellent  com- 
panion Lord  Freeman's  fretting  and  vex^ 
ation,  at  not  hearing  of  his  miflrefs's  arrival 
in  Lifbon,  by  propofmg  rides  every  day, 
to  fee  many  beautiful  or  romantic  fitua- 
tions  in  this  neighbourhood.  One  particu- 
larly, which  ftruck  him  much,  had  been 
formerly  a  Convent  belonging  to  the  Ca- 
nons regular  of  St.  Auflin ;  but  had  been 
fecularized,  as  well  as  all  the  others  of  that 
Order  in  Portugal,  to  the  number  of  twen- 
ty, preferving  only  two,  to  which  the  fat 
Canons  were  removed  from  all  the  others, 
in  virtue  of  a  Bull  the  Marquis  of  Pombal 
obtained  from  his  friend  the  Pope  Ganga- 

nelli : 
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nelli ;  all  the  refl  of  the  houfes  and  lands 
belonging  to  them,  have  been  fold  to  the 
beft  bidder,  and  among  them  this  beau- 
tiful place  we  vifited,  called  Grijoo,  for 
100,000  cruzadoes,  or  about  1 1,000  pounds 
llerling,  and  not  more  than  a  third  part  of 
its  value. 

After  this  we  refolved  to  take  a  trip  of 
fome  days,  farther  into  the  country,  direct- 
irig  our  courfe,  firft  to  a  town  fpur  leagues 
North  from  this,  along  the  coaft,  called  Villa 
do  Conde.     Lord  Freeman  obferved,  that 
this  province  in  which  we  had  not  yet  tra- 
velled, had  a  more  flourifhing  appearance 
than  any  we  had  feen,  and  was  better  cul- 
tivated and  inhabited.  The  Conful  told  us, 
that  though  in  extent  it  was  much  the  fmall- 
eft  province  in  the  kingdom,  it  contained 
a  greater  number  of  people  than  any  other, 
that  in  which  the  capital  flands  excepted ; 
that  it  was  watered  by  a  number  of  fine 
rivers,   fome  of  v/hich  furniflied  the  only 
falmon  to  be  had  in  the  kingdom,  and  from 
whence  even  the  Madrid  market  was  fup- 

plied^ 
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piled,  efpecially  in  Lent ;  and  that  the  na- 
tives were  remarkable  for  their  appHcation 
and  induftry  wherever  they  went,  but  had 
very  Kttle  inchnation  to  a  mihtary  life. 

The  only  thing  we  faw  at  Villa  do  Conde 
worth  remarking  was  the  Convent  of  Nuns, 
which,  as  travellers  and  m.en  of  gallantrv, 
we  went  to  viht,  as  was  expe61ed  of  us : 
Here  the  beft  female  blood  of  the  province 
is  affembicd,  for  the  Nobility  particularly 
in  this  provinpe  are  mod  miferably  poor, 
and  beinsi;  as  far  above  the  meanncfs  of 
doing  any  thing  themfelves  to  gain  a  live- 
lihood, as  above  beftowing  their  daughters 
on  any  perfpn  they  think  in  the  leaf!  infe- 
rior to  them  in  birth,  they  have  no  odier 
refource,  as  they  imagine,  but  to  fend  them 
to  this  Convent  to  ftarve  in  chara6ler,  with- 
out confulting  their  inclinations,  any  more 
than  they  would  do  in  providing  them  with 
hufbands,  not  confidering  the  phyfical  and 
conflitutional  hardlliips  to  which  tliey  ex- 

pofe  them. 

^  The 
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The  Conful  defired  us  to  remark  the 
aquedu6l,  which  brought  a  ftream  of  fine 
water  to  the  Convent  from  the  mountains, 
at  above  feven  miles  diftant ;  and  gave  us 
the  following  account  of  it : 

"  When  the  Portuguefe,  by  as  fingular 
a  manoeuvre  as  any  recorded  in  hiflory, 
feconded  by  the  neghgence  of  the  Conde 
Duque  d'  Olivares,  drove  out  the  Spanifli 
Government,  and  proclaimed  the  Duke  of 
Bragan^a  their  King  in  1640,  the  General 
%vho  was  charged  with  the  military  govern- 
ment of  this  province,  had  a  filler  then  La- 
dy Abbefs  of  this  very  Convent,  which  at 
that  time  fuffered  extremely  from  the  want 
of  water,   a  mofl  effential  article  in  this 
country,  efpecially  in  a  Convent  of  Nuns  ; 
when  therefore,    this   General  iffued   his 
orders  through  the  province,  for  raifmg  the 
recruits  to  make  up  the  quota  he  had  the 
King's  commands  to  fend  to  the  Army,  then 
afting  defenfively  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
Alentejoj  he  thought  he  had  a  good  occafion 

to 
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to  ferve  his  fifler  and  her  Nuns ;  and  added, 
by  his  own  authority,  that  whoever  wiflied 
to  be  exempted  from  ferving  in  t  he  Army, 
fiiould  come  and  work  for  a  ftipulated  time, 
in  affembUng  the  materials  and  building  an 
aquedu6l,  for  the  Nuns  of  Villa  do  Conde. 
Upon  this  almoft  the  whole  young  fellows 
of  the  province  poured  in  upon  him,  to  af- 
fift  at  fo  pious  a  work  ;  there  were  no  re- 
cruits^fent  to  the  Army,  and  the  aqueduft,  as 
you  now  fee  it,  was  completely  finiflied  in  a 
wonderful  fhort  time,  without  any  expence 
either  to  the  General  or  the  Convent." 

We  remounted  our  horfes,  and  took  the 
road  to  the  ancient  city  of  Braga,  the  Bra- 
car  a  Augujla  of  the  Romans,  at  fix  leagues 
diftance  within  land  from  the  coafl,  through 
a  fine  pleafant  country,  the  roads  mofi:ly 
lined  regularly  with  the  dwarf  oak,  and 
the  vine  climbing  entwifi;ed  round  it,  and 
{hooting  its  branches  fufpended  over  the  tra- 
vellers heads  as  they  purfue  their  journey, 
fo  that  in  the  feafon  they  can  gather  plenty 
of  grapes  as  they  go  along.  The  plains  be- 

tween 
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tween  the  high  grounds  were  regularly 
divided  by  quickfet  hedges,  lined  with  the. 
dwarf  oak  as  above,  and  looked  green  and 
rich,  and  were  well  flocked  with  cattle  graz- 
ins:.  Lord  Freeman  remarked,  that  the 
country  refembled  England  more  than  any 
thincr  we  had  feen,  and  was  very  different 
from,  and  fuperior  to  all  the  fun -burnt 
country  we  had  yet  travelled  over  iti  Por- 
tugal. 

To  amufe  us  on  the  road,  I  requefted  the 
Conful  to  finifli  the  account  he  had  begun 
concerning  the  letter  of  Empenh.o,  which 
the  Nobleman  had  extorted  from  him  for 
his  friend  the  Colonel.  "Apropos,  (faid  the 
Conful)  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  I  had  agreed 
with  my  friend  before,  that,  though  I  fliould 
write  him  a  thoufand  letters  of  Empenho, 
he  was  to  pay  no  regard  to  them,  unlefs  it 
fhould  happen  that  the  requeft  any  of  them 
contained,  coincided  with  his  own  intentions 
or  inclination  ;  for  in  that  cafe  he  might  al- 
low me  the  merit,  of  obtaining  the  favor  re- 
quefted  by  the  perfon  who  applies  to  me : 

I  now 
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I  now  proceed  to  inform  you,  that  the  No- 
bleman had  my  letter  delivered  to  the  Co- 
lonel, with  a  ftrong  recommendation  alfo 
from  himfeif  in  favor  of  the  prifoner,  nei- 
ther of  which  had  the  lead  effe6l ;  for  he 
was  tried  by  a  Court-martial,  and  fentence 
of  death  paffed  upon  him;  and  as  the  Count 
la  Lippe  happened  to  be  in  the  kingdom  at 
the  time,  it  would  have  been  put  in  imme- 
diate execution,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
ftrong  and  numberlefs  Empenhos  his  rela- 
tions made  for  him  at  Court,  whereby  the 
King  changed  the  fentence,  ordering  him 
to  be  broke  at  the  head  of  his  Regiment, 
his  uniform  to  be  dripped  from  his  back, 
his  fafli  to  be  cut  in  two,  his  fword  to  be 
broken  before  him,  and  his  perfon  to  be 
banilhed  for  ten  years  to  the  kingdom  of 
Angola  in  Africa.     The  firfl  part  of  the 
fentence  was  executed,  and  he  was  kept  in 
the  large  prifon  you  faw  at  Porto,  in  order 
to  be  tranfmitted  by  the  firft  opportunity ; 
but  at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
AdminillratioD,  the  Queen  pardoned  every 

thing, 
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thing,  and  ordered  him  to  be  rellored  to  lii3 
poft  in  the  fame  Regiment* 

"  You  will  afk,  perhapSj  why  the  pri- 
foner  was  not  tranfported  according  to  his 
fentence  ?  to  this  I  have  to  anfwer,  that  he 
was  only  one  of  fome  hundreds  in  the  fame 
predicament;  fuchwas  the  lenity,  or,  to  give 
it  its  true  nam.e,  the  relaxation  of  the  Marquis 
of  Pombal's  Government ;  and  though  it 
is  well  known  that  he  wifhed  it  (hould  be 
thought  rigorous  and  fevere,  yet  it  was  fo 
in  reality,  only  to  fuch  as  were  the  dire6l 
objefts  of  his  fpleen  and  refentment.'* 

As  we  approached  the  city  of  Braga,  Lord 
Freeman  could  not  help  remarking  its  beau- 
tiful lituation,  upon  a  rifmg  ground,  with  a 
fine  variegated  country  to  the  North,  to  the 
Eaft,  and  to  the  Weft  of  it,  with  a  range  of 
hillsj  moftly  covered  with  wood,  to  the 
South,  v.'hich  in  this  warm  climate,  ferve  to 
give  it  a  cool  refreiliing  appearance.  I  re- 
marked, that  by  its  topical  htuation,  it  ought 
to  be  very  populous ;  however,  when  we 
entered  it,  we  were  miferably  difappointed, 

for 
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For,  except  in  a  few  by-flreets,  where  fome 
hatters  and  nail-makers  were  at  work,  every 
thing  wore  the  appearance  of  that  melan- 
choly flillnefs  and  quiet,  which  but  ill  agrees 
with  the  charafter  of  a  thriving  city.  There 
had  been  made  a  feeble  attempt  to  eflabiifli 
a  filk  manufaclory  here,  by  the  late  Mini- 
fter,  but  for  want  of  money  and  materials 
it  had  {lopped.     The  Conful  carried  us  to 
the  houfe  of  a  very  old  friend  of  his,  a  Ca- 
non of  the  great  Cathedral ;  his  houfe  was  in 
a  very  large  oblong  fquare,  called,  the  Field 
of  the  Vineyard;  three  fides  of  this  fquare 
were  entirely  occupied  by  Convents  of  dif- 
ferent Orders  of  men  or  women,  being  no 
lefs  than  five  large  Caftles  of  Indolence.  The 
Canon  was  truly  a  jovial  companion  and  a 
bon  vivant ;  and,  by  keeping  much  com- 
pany with  the  Englifli  and  other  foreigners 
at  Porto  and  Lifbon^  he  had  acquired  a  tafle 
for  that  fort  of  fociety  and  confidential 
friendihip,  his  countrymen  were  perfeft 
ftrangers  to  ;  and,  by  this  means  to  the  na- 
VoL.  I.  E  e  tural 
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tural  vice  of  his  country,  efpecially  among 
Churchmen,  I  mean  incontinence,  this  con- 
vivial Canon  added  that  of  a  great  affeftion 
for  his  bottle,  which,  he  faid,  the  Englifh 
had  taught  him  ;  and,  with  very  little  re- 
gard to  the  di6lates  of  morality,  or  even 
fometimes  of  common  decency ;  he  was  at 
the  fame  time  exceedingly  fcrupulous  in 
repeating  liis  Canonical  hours,  and  other 
daily  lelTons  of  his  Breviar)%  at  any  time  or 
place,  even  in  the  middle  of  company,  or 
the  loofeft  converfation,  in  which  he  would 
join  moft  heartilv,  mumbling  over  hisleflbns 
at  any  interval,  wdien  he,  was  not  obliged  to 
talk  to  the  company,  and  this  with  much 
more  indifference  and  lefs  concern  than  a 
fchool-boy  repeats  his  tafk ;  and  when  taxed 
by  any  Englifli  friend  for  doing  it  in  that 
manner,  he  would  gravely  affirm,  that  by 
repeating  barely  the  fet  words  of  his  Office, 
he  complied  with  the  precept  of  theChurch, 
which  was  all  he  w^as  obliged  to  do,  and 
all  he  cared  for. 

With 


SOCIETY    AND    AT  AN  NEKS.     419 

With  this  worthy  Ecclefir^flic  wc  waited 
upon  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Archbifhop, 
a  natural  brother  to  the  King,  who  received 
us  very  gracioufly,  fhewed  us  his  library, 
and  a  pretty  large  colle61ion  of  Roman  me- 
dals, which,  we  may  indeed  fay,  we  had  feen 
at  theConfurs  before ;  for  as  the  Archbifhop 
had  remitted  them  from  time  to  time  to  the 
Conful  to  decypher  and  explain  for  him, 
the  Conful  had  copied  them  upon  a  com- 
pofition  of  his  own  preparing.  We  found 
in  the  library  no  books  worth  reading  but 
the  Encyclopedia  ;  but  it  vv^as  the  caftratcd 
edition.  There  was  there  likewife  a  cru- 
cifix with  the  figure  of  our  Saviour,  not 
much  fmalier  than  the  life,  cut  in  ivory, 
and,  as  was  afferted,  all  made  of  one  tooth 
of  an  elephant. 

After  paying  our  court  to  this  Prince  of 
the  Church,  we  returned  to  the  Canon's  to 
fupper,  where  ever)^  thing  was  fet  out  in 
profufion  ;  and,  what  moil  furprifed  us,  a 
very  fine  )^oung  woman  graced  the  head  of 
the  table,  her  name  was  Donna  Maria  The- 
E  e  2  refa. 
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refa.  She  is  of  my  own  making,  Gentlemen, 
(fair!  the  honeft  Canon)   what  is  your  opi- 
nion of  her  ?    We  could  not  refrain  paying 
compliments  on  the  appearance  of  a  perfon 
who  feemed  fo  richly  to  deferve  them.     It 
is  true  I  was  never  married,  (faid  the  good 
old  fellow,  laughing)  becaufe  I  durft  not, 
or  if  I  had,  I  fhould  have  loft  a  fubftaptia^ 
benefice,  fed  Homo  f urn,  et  nihil  hu7n,ani  a 
7ne  alienum  puto  ;  I  am  obliged  to  call  her 
my  niece  here,  among  thefe  hypocritical 
people,  and  (Ire  has  four  brothers,  all  flout 
young   feilow^s,   tliree  of  them   are   now 
abroad  ferving  their  King  and  country,  and 
I  intend  renouncing  my  flail  in  favour  of 
the  fourth — Here  the  Conful  obferved  to 
tlie  Canon,  that  he  was  perfuaded  he  had 
no  occafion  to  apologize  to  die  company 
prcfent,  for  producing  creditable  and  ufeful 
iubje^ls  to  f  he  flate,  v/hich  was,  he  thought, 
thiC  duty  of  every  goodcitizen,notwithfland-. 
ing  the  newly  invented  Ecclefiaflical  rules 
to  die  contrary — Ah,  the  madmen  of  the 
Council  of  Trent !  when  our  worthy  Arch- 

bifhop 
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):)i[hpp  Don  Bartholomew  dos  Martyres  in- 
filled, at  the  time  they  were  about  making 
the  decrees  for  the  cehbacy  of  the  Priefts, 
that  leave  (hould  be  granted  for  the  Clergy 
of  his  diocefe  to  marry,  and  it  was  refufed : 
I  call  God  to  witnefs,  reverend  brethren, 
(faid  that  refpe6lable  Prelate  in  full  Coun- 
cil) that  You,  and  not  I,  (liall  be  anfwerable 
henceforward,  for  that  Ipng  lift  of  procured 
abortions,  of  infanticides,  and  other  abomi- 
nable crimes,   which  celibacy  will  be  the 
dreadful  caufe  of,  amoncr  the  Ecclefiaftics 
pf  my  diocefe ;  and  you  are  laying  a  bur- 
den on  our  (houlders,  which  neither  we  nor 
pur  fathers  have  been  able  to  bear. — Lord 
Freeman  looked  at  the  Conful,  and  faid  in 
Englifli,  that  he  had  never  heard  a  Church- 
man in  the  country  utter  fo  much  ilerling 
good  fenfe  before ! — I  vv^as  a  man,  my  Lord, 
(faid  the  Canon)  before  I  was  a  Prieft,  and, 
I  infift  on  it,  tliat  every  duty  and  obfervance 
impofed  on  us  as  Churchmen,  but  incom- 
patible v/ith  our  charafters  as  men,  is  a  grie- 
vance and  an  abfurdity,  and,  I  thank  God 

for 
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for  it,  without  any  foundation  and  autho^ 
rity,  either  in  tiie  Scripture  or  Tradition. 
I  will  freely  confefs  one  thing  more  to  you. 
Gentlemen,  (continued  the  fenfible  Prieft) 
before  I  was  a  father,  I  was  neither  fo  good 
a  man  nor  fo  good  a  fubjeft  as  I  have  been 
fmce  ;  I  neither  loved  fociety  fo  well,  nor 
took  fuch  a  lively  interefl  in  its  happinefs ; 
I  was  a  poor  folitary  infulated  being,  and 
I  find  myfelf  become  much  more  humane, 
fympathizing  and  compaffionate,   fmce  I 
have  felt  the  fweet  overflowings  of  paternal 
affedioh,  fo  delightfully  employed  in  the 
education  of  my  boys,  and  in  teaching  the 
girl  before  you,  the  true  principles  of  a  mo- 
ral agent,  being  thoroughly  convinced,  that 
the  ruinous  praftice  of  educating  women  in 
this  country  in  idlenefs  and  ignorance,  leaves^ 
them  an  eafy  prey  to  the  firft  paffion  that 
affails  them,  unprovided  as  they  are,  with 
any  rational  principle,  which  might  ferve 
either  to  reprefs  its  violence,  or  to  dircft  its 
courfe  ;  and  what  adds  to  my  fatisfaftion  is, 
to  find  by  the  ufe  my  children  have  made 

of 
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of  my  inflru6lIons,  that  they  have  neither 
been  mifemployed  nor  thrown  away. 

By  this  time  the  young  lady  was  in  tears^ 
and  the  Conful,  who  had  known  her  from 
infancy,  afked  her  in  his  familiar  way,  what 
was  the  matter  ?  She  anfwered  him,  fobbing, 
*•'  that  fhe  confidered  herfelf  as  the  mofl  for- 
tunate, and  at  the  fame  time  the  moll  ill-fated 
of  her  fex  ;  that  it  was  impoffible  for  any 
heart  to  be  more  thoroughly  impreffed  than 
her's  was,  with  a  fenfe  of  the  infinite  obli- 
gations (he  owed  her  father,  for  the  pains 
and  expence  he  had  been  at  in  giving  her  an 
education  beyond  what  any  woman  there 
could  boaft  of  or  enjoyed  ;  but,  oh  !  Sir, 
(added  fhe)  exclufive  of  the  confideration, 
that  on  account  of  his  Ecclefiaftical  charac- 
ter, all  my  hopes  of  any  future  eflabliftiment 
in  life,  according  to  the  prejudices  of  this 
country,  are  entirely  cut  off,  it  grieves  me 
to  the  foul,  whenever  I  recoUeft  that  I  can- 
not, dare  not  declare  publicly  to  the  w^hole 
world,  that  he  is  my  father,  that  I  cannot 
boaft  of  itj  and  fay,  how  much  I  love  and 

adore 
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adore  the  goodnefs  and  generoHty  of  th^ 
man ;  and  that  ail  thofe  various  and  llrong 
fenfations  of  filial  gratitude,  attachment  and 
refpeft, "  with  which  I  feel  my  heart  daily 
more  and  more  inflamed^  mull  be  for  ever 
ilifled  and  fupprefled/' 

I  looked  about,  and  [i^w  the  tear  of 
paternal  affection  fvvxlling  in  the  old  man's 
eye,  and  I  could  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
reitrain  my  own.  It  was  a  fcene  truly 
affefting ;  I  loved  it,  and  at  the  fame  time 
wifiied  to  get  out  of  it.  The  Conful  made  a 
motion  to  go  to  reft,  and  we  all  fupported 
him.     Good  night. 
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